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(E Letters

Don't let GMO destroy the agri heritage of India

| have been reading your articles on the website and Facebook,
is to express my support. Kindly continue the good work and DON'T L
ANY GMO CROPS DESTROYHEAGRI HERITAGE OF INDIA. Our
Vedic Seeds are the best. Be assured that,mmamy people who are no
active members and supporters are with you against GMtshey will
stand up, if need bélope to drive out gmo';s from Bharat like in Russ

EU and many countries.
— Amaresh Kumar,kumaramaresh.doc@gma

Double standards expose presudo-intellectuals
Return of awards by academicians, intellectuals and other dign
and learned persons have to either Saliggalemi or such other agencie
in quick succession is a contested news these days. Lately some filmm
ers have joined the 'protest' against the increasing attacks on 'mino

However it is purely personal view of writers, academicians and other

intellectuals as a way to show their resentment and protest which sha
and can't be questioned. | am, however at a loss to understand why
conscience did not kindle in them when there was mass exodus ¢
single lagest minority of Kashmjithe Kashmiri Hindus who were force

)

to leave their ancestral homes without any fault of theirs. Not only forced

Quote- Unquote

This
ET

aBaba Saheb Ambedkar's talent
was a confluence of Acharya
l.SHAnkar's sharp intellect and
Tathagat Buddha'’s unbounded
figgpassion. He made alifelong

Sstruggle against the injustice of
tSSC.IaJ inequality.

Dr. Mohan Bhagw

Il not
such
f the

to leave, prominent intellectuals of the community including judges, prblever say die’ attltude of ourin-
fessors, lawyers, journalists 7& scholars were murdered and massgfaatty has always been a prized

in cold blood.Were they not human being¥®re they not Indians and

permanent residents of Kashmir? Where was the so called conscien

this award returning brigade at that time? This speaks of double sta
adopted by these intellectuals. The way in which the intellectuals
hacked to death mercilessly and the repetition of such stories in Kas
compels any person to think that those were barbaric activities. But
These 'sages' and intelligent persons remained silent and showed
sentment at that time. But why so? This simply speaks of the comm
tinge. So in order to be positive and rational, one should look into the d
of a thing from rationalistic point of view in order to have the scaleg
justice smooth and even.

— DN Raina, Muthi, dmmu
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Just as a gun incident in US

doesn’t make every American a
gun toting murderer, a few unfor-
tunate incidents don’t make In-
dians intolerant.

Chetan Bhaga
Writer|

Indian lifestyle is sustainable
way of life. It is not born out of
poverty; it is born out of the
values we cherish.

The views expressed within are those of the writers and do not necessarily represen

of Swadeshi Patrika. Swadeshi Patrika often present views that we do not entirely aﬂ

because they may still contain information which we think is valuable for our r
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India Africa Forum Summit

The challenging oppor tunity

Post world war global power structure has lost its relevaifoed order is undegoing one of
the greatest transitions in its historyhe circumstances in which victorious countries dominated
global institutions like UNO, IMF an@/orld Bank etc. and virtually dictated terms and conditions to
rest of the world have changed completélye relentless anxiety among member states portrayed
in the debate over reforms and evolving framework of global interaction between different countries
between unipolarity and multipolarity is the result of the hegemonic actions of the developed west
lead by the United States that prohibited the world bodies to play a neutral role. The countries like
India that have become the backbone of United Nations peace operations and the principles of the
UN are not ready to accept discriminatory working style. They demand full consultations,
representation in the UN Secretariat, and reliable political support from major powers to truly
democratise the future world order and the institutions. But the defiant west is refusing to learn
lessons. It instead continues to push forwards exploitative policies. These countries unashamedly
take U-turns to suit their interest as is evident from dumping multilateralism and far bilateral pacts
soon after the rest of the world challenged their hegemony in WTO and also in case of legally binding
commitments under Kyoto protocol to protect environment.

Third Indo-Africa summit (AIFS-1II) needs to be seen in this background. The summit held in
New Delhi from 26-30 October 2015 is no doubt a landmark event in the history of relations among
these emerging powers. The summit that started with consultations on official level was followed
by the head of states/governments level summit on 29 October 2015 and ovAfrfoaly heads
of government and state attending and meeting Prime Minister Narendra Modi. It not only was a real
massive gathering of important leaders from a rising continent on Indian soil, but also another
confirmation of an eminent stature for India as a leading developing nation. It also was one of the
biggest diplomatic outreach of NDA government that surely will yield positive results in future.
Importance of the relation between thfeican countries and India was well stated by Prime Minister
during the summit. "Our institutions cannot be representative of our world, if they do not give voice
to Africa, with more than a quarter of UN members, or the worldgektrdemocracy with one-
sixth of humanity" he asserted. He further added and rightfully s@-thirds of India and two-
thirds ofAfrica is under the age of 35 yeafsd, if the future belongs to the youth, then this century
is ours to shape and build." Calling IndiaA8rica as "the two bright spots of hope and opportunities
in the global economy", Prime Minister Narendra ModjaegfAfrican nations 'to speak in one voice'
along with India for UN reforms. Prime Minister was right in underlining the fact that relations between
India andAfrican countries are not just political & economic but have a "very rich cultural tradition”.
The logo depicted it alA Lion with one half of ad\frican lion and another half of an Indian lidrhe
official website mentioned about the logo: "Proud, Courageous, Bold and on the Prowl, ready to
take on the future and seize every opportunity”. In the backgdfnivdin map overlapping mges
with Indian map in a reference to ancient Gondwanaland when Indian subcontinent used to be part
of today'sAfrica's continental landmass millions of years afjoerefore, it goes without saying that
summit was a great success. Role of Sushma Swaraj, the talented and experienced MEA in making
the summit a success needs to be appreciated appropiiiakelwever does not mean the future of
relations is a bed of roses. While the economic content/aspect may see a movement forwards as
India isAfrica's fourth-lagest trading partneafter China, the U.S. and the European Union. Over
the past decade, the two-way trade between IndidA&ih has witnessed a massive gir from
$25 billion in 2006 to the current level of over $70 billion. India currently has oil investments in
Mozambique, South Sudan, Egypt and Libya, and is also the biggest importer of crude oil from Nigeria.
However despite the rise, the bilateral trade still lags behind China's trad&fvidth, which currently
stands at $200 billion. But what is important is the ability of the leadership of both sides to take care
of global politics, be that creation of a exploitation free world order and institutions suitable for that
purpose or reform of present institution to put an end to their limitations. India has some extra
responsibility to stand up particularly on issues IPRyrdfible drugs etdMe shall be careful not to
betray developing nations again as was done in past.
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Taking care of consumers,

Ban on futues an
forward trading in
pulses impose
earlier by th
government is a ve
sensible step
Futures in
agricultural
commodities ha
always bee
associated wit
flaring prices,
declares
Dr. Devinder
Sharma

leaving farmers in the lurch

of hoarded pulses had been seized in a nationwide crackdown, a loud
chorus bgan deénding hoaters and tadk maketes. Interestindy, the

chorus is being led by the same group of mainline economists and trade bodies
who have been on the forefront demanding dismantling of the APMC regulated
markets so as to free the supply chain of the manipulative power of a cartel of
wholesale &des. This vas on thexgected lineSVheneer food prices @&on an
upswing, except when the blame can be easily pointed to APMC markets, there
has alays been an ganizd upoar gainst ag crakdown on tades. The pe-
vailing mindset is thi's onl thedhoti-kwacladarhtigor middleman Wo is the
problem.The suited-booted ndtémen can do no amg In the case opulses
it is mainly hoarding by the big retail and e-commerce and therefore the strong
defense. Since there was no shortfall in the availability of pulses (domestic pro-
duction plus imports) | see no other reason why the prices of pulses should have
skyrocketed. The trade cannot be allowed to go untamed.

Imposing stock limits and ensuring no illegal hoarding takes place at any time
of the ar is an @tient administtive system thdas to be pemanenty putin
place. Although seen by many economists as simply a knee-jerk reaction, the ban
on futures and forward trading in pulses that was imposed earlier by the govern-
ment is a@ny sensile st@. Futues in gricultual commodities ke alvays been
associd with faring pricedt is primariy for this eason thaa working goup
of chief ministers, led by then Gujarat chief minister, Narendra Modi, had in a
report submitted in 2011 called for banning futures trading of essential com-
modities to tame risingdd prices

Even during the 2007 global food crisis when 37 countries faced food riots,
a feport submitted # then SpecialaBporteur on Right to ¢od to the UN
Human Rights Council hathimed futues in &m commodities to ke caused

SIS TRATRIA

N o sooner had the Finance Minister Arun Jaitley declared that 36,000 tonnes
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at least 70 per cent jump in globaends international prices spirallingf 40,000 tonnes of pulses to be
food prices that eventually led t@and makes imports expensive, thsurchased dacty from famers.
an unpecedentedbd crisis policy mechanism should aim athis tuffer stock will certainly ad-
Although the production increasing domestic productioriress the problem of rising con-
of kharifpulses is expected to regand educing impds At the same sumer prices but it doesn’t provide
ister a fall in view of the droughtiime, since the common misdal-  ary succor todmess to incenti-
and early withdrawal of monsoora primary source of protein — isze cultvation of pulsesSince a Price
in the later stages of crop growthan esseral part of Indian diet, all Stabilisation Fund is also a consumer
| still don’t see any reason why thefforts should be to enhance itgubsidy it seems the effort is only
retail prices should not comedomestic production so as to into keg the consumerhapy.
down. Given that the private traderease its perita aaildility. With For its huffer stog, Cente
has already contracted for importncomes being W pulses emain will procule diectly from farm-
ing 2.5 million tonnes of pulsesthe major source of a protein-rickers at a minimum support price
which will be in retail stores latestiet for the poor and also the mid{MSP). In other words, selective
by December, any shortfall in prodle dassAt presentthe per qaita number offarmers will gt a ben-
duction will be adequately meavailability of pulses hovers at 31&it of an assured procurement.
from impots. If the gvemment gram per dawhich is avfully lov.  The rest of the faimers will be
continues to use anti-hoarding laws ~ While the policy thrust should|eft in the lurch to face the vagar-
effectvely, and legps an dectve be to increase domestic produdes ofthe makets This is ather
track of supplies, the open marketon with the aim to raise the peiynfair. What is needed is an as-
prices can be easily brought doweapita availability to 100 grams pe&lured procurement along with a
to last yars level. day in the years to come, I find th@igh price dr fammesrs if the gv-
Instead of announcing im-government is easily washing igrnment is to make any serious
ports as a panic reaction wheneveands from any such responsibiliefforts to raise domestic produc-
food prices g up which in tum  ty be merely creating a buffer stodkon of pulses aq
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It is not dall, it is lack of governance

Political players
and cartelize
traders may hav
evel reason to b
gleeful or ignoe
the vital issue. Th
blame game ma
suit poll
campaigners, but i
is eroding
credibility of
governments an
shaking the fait
of people in th
democratic
tradition, believe
Shivaji Sarkar

o

socialismSo the poor m&nhdal — pulses — is demanding a priceundr
Rs 200 a kg, most Indians can ill affélek crux is the “promises” of

politicians in Bihar to bring down the price to Rs 100, which would be at least Rs
20 more than the price prevailing about two months back at around Rs 80.

Who cqains? he caitalist dakalla! Bliticians instead diringing davn the
prices to avund Rs 30 — 4@hout two yeas go,are willing to gie the peddory
selles a minimmm borus of Rs 20 a kg

It seems the political dispensation is not trying to protect the interests of the
poor manthe carih who has been losing alltthes His \otes ag ging vaste!,
many aver as the governments at all places are trying to protect the cartels, hoard-
ers and all those who fleece him. The politicians, who promise to halve the pre-
vailing dal pricdorget thd it is the samarharor tur dal thathe atmers hae
sold br less than Rs 40 a kg

They have simildly not been successful ireding onion pricest sells aRs
60 to 80. All other vegetables are beyond affordable level. So are rice and wheat.
Even other commodities like soap and detergent are selling at prices three to four
times their manufacturing cost.

Political plgers and cdelizd tades my have every reason to belgeful or
ignore the vital issue ths eéing into the car of democag. They hae gt
nothing to lose. Prices rise or fall their pockets get heavier despite now more
stringent dadk money laws

The blame game may suit poll campaigners but it is eroding credibility of
govemmentsPeople hee stared eeling thathey ae “birds of samedaher” —
ek hi thali e date bdte haiyural \oters sg. Tha is dangrous It signals fustia-
tion and it is shaking their faith in the democratic tradition.

f . e

The capitalism is at its zenith in a country which has a statute abiding by

SRS RATRIKA
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It is leading to a belief tha
politician is no more the master Qi
governance. Then who is? THe
popular refrain is that the burea
cracy is ruling the roost. Some e
point out a nexus between the g
ficialdom andléecing &@des. To
support their argument, the conj,

government it might be, nobodjy
has the courage to touch the bj
reaucagy/. Despite bang of mary
governments across the country no
dispensation dislodges the official
from their potals The ne&us of

officials and bsiness contues

Indian large
businesses conside

People contine to sufer themselves above

Their arguments may have the law
some logic. This country had Sec e ————
that the government body NAFED nitude can never take place.
has been into the spiraling of onion
and potto prices may times It

vated by certain political dispensa-
tion to embarrass the government.
The other reason is the Indi-
an large businesses consider them-
selhes &ove the la. Is it so be-
cause they can buy whosoever they
want? Why those at the helm of
the affairs unable to check the phe-
nomenon? These are difficult ques-
tions but it has to be answered.
The irst NDA govemment
of former prime ministeAtal
BehariVajpyee hadealizd the
misdemeanor othe husinesses

[Vajpaee had set up agrzulture

monitoring bog. It used to egu-
larly keep a watch on production
of different farm commodities
and plan accdingy. It had a san-
guine effect. Prices during his six

Apart there is supposed to bgears of rule remained stable and
intelligence bureau (IB) & state locahflation almost unknown. The sub-

had also seen how carefully Amiintelligence units, whose job is tgequent UR govemment disman-

chamed the packing mode of edmonitor sub anti-people avtties

tled it and the country is in throes

ible oil to litre to add to the profits!f they have not reported suchof severe price spiral since then.

of oil traders by over ten percenthoardngs, they from topmost to the

Maintaining prices — just not the

So called political bosses, who hajpwest employee must be severglyice index - at affordable levels has
pen to be kaimen of sud orga-  pulled upln casgthey had eport-  to be the prime concern of any gov-
nizations, neither tried to prevened it and action at other levels wasrnment. Agriculture has to be in di-
these machinations nor even utot initiated, all such officials neegect focus of governance. Proper
tered a word in protest. to be summarily sacked for effeqoroduction, uninterrupted supply

Strangely enough UP chietfive governance as also to restoghain - my be a PDSchek on
ministerAkhileshYada does not faith of the people in the system. hoarding and other malpractices can
know tha he can ader mids In- Some strange alibi is oftermake commodities affordable.
steadvada wants the prime min- extended gall sub rises in prices Fam prices ar ley to the peoplg’
ister to sugest adrmula.ls thee Itis said that there is a gap in propurchasing paer. The gowth the
ary formula to tak him out his duction and demand. The demandountry is looking for can be en-
apathy — or is it sheer complicityfor pulses is at around 21 milliorsured through this measure.

Itis not that some states havéons and production at 17.38 mil-  Ifitis ignored or left to “mar-
not realized it. At least Madhydion tons The supposed shiege ket forces”, as the UR did, it
Pradesh Telan@na,Andhra and is being met through 5000 milliorwould lead to the collapse of the
Karnataka some other state corfon impots Tha’s gpod.Butwhy  economy and perhaps much more.
ducted 3000 raids to “unearth’despite such imports prices do nofhere is no shortage of any com-
36000 tons ohoaded pulses  remain in check? The instances @fiodity It is mismangement tha

That there is bureaucratidhe states which acted are enoug causing the tonoil. Capitalism
complicity is obious Every po- to sugest thathe tades hae or socialism has only one aim.
lice stdon knaws these agities cartelized and indulged in hoardkeep the people happy and let the
Possilly they do not actdr a price  ings all wer the couniy. country prosper through proper
Else a scam of such all-india mag- It may be they are also motigovernance. qq

S SSTTRATRIKA ’
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Ensure Pulses for Poor

Promotion o
domestic poduction
of pulses will go

long way in
improving th
condition o
farmers, poviding
natural protein to
people and coolin
down the price
underline

Dr. Ashwani
Mahajan

10

tarted sky rocketing, especially ‘tur’ and ‘urad’ and these pulses are being

sold & more than R200 per kilgram.Prices ofpulses & leging high
for the last so many years, and now they have gone beyond the reach of the poor,
as prices opulses ha inceased Y moe than 40 peent in the last onegr
Even Finance Minister concedes that though inflation has cooled down, except
for onion and pulse®\ith pulse's priceogng uphill,govemment has huiedly
ordered for import of pulses and have also created a fund of rupees 500 crore
to compensate for transport and processing of pulses, so imported.

pople were yet to recover from high priced onion that prices of pulses

Pulses are Essential Nutrient

India has the distinction of being the largest consumer of pulses in the world;
however we are not self sufficient in the production of pulses in the country and
therefore impot large quantities opulses eery year Pulses @ impotant, not
merely as food habit of the people, but are essential nutrient for the masses which
by and large, depends on vegetarian food. By providing required protein, pulses
make our diet balanced; however, due to sky rocketing prices of pulses, not only
our family budget is getting spoiled, even diet balance is also getting disturbed.

Insufficient production

It is notable that whereas incomes of the people and thus the demand for
pulses increased manifold, increase in production of pulses was badly insufficient.
In 1960-61, total production of pulses in the country was 13 million tons, which
increased to 19 million tons (less than 50 percent increase in 53 years). Major
reason &s stgnant per hectarpioductvity, with nealy no &pansion in &a
under pulses cultivation. In 1964-65 per hectare productivity in pulses was 520
kilogram per hectare, which could increase to only 760 kilogram in 2013-14;
whereas in case of wheat per hectare productivity increased from 910 kilogram

SRS RATRIKA
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to 3030 kilogram during the samg
period, that is, 3.6 times increas
This imbalanced growth led tg
declining per capita availability g
pulses from nearly 70 gram in eaj=s
ly 1960s to 42rgms naov. It is
notable that per capita availabilit
of cereals has increased from neg
ly 400 gram to 440 gram durin
the same period. Decline in
capita availability of pulses ha
been posing serious challenge fé
poor mars food baskt.

duction is nearly stagnant. There- Per capita
How to Bring Pulses Back to fore we need to raise domestic TIIT
Poor Man’s Basket production ofpulsesGovemment avalllblllty of pU|SeS

Most comnon method to also concedes thatwe have ashort- [N |Ndia declined
tackle the shortage and inflation iage of 3.5 million tons of pulses ;
any commodity is to import thatanrually, for which we my have from 70 grams in
commodityPulses efre no &ce- to evolve a staegy to raise po- 1960, to 42 grams
tion to this rle, and we have beerduction at home. NOW.

importing pulses and edible oils on :
How to Increase Production

a large scale from abroad, merel;}) . .

to fill demand — supply gap an As we understand, according Thl_s way we can promote
cool down inflation. The obvious p_eopls plgferen_ces andobd _domestlc pyduction of pulsesit
result was that nation got depenr_lablts, ther_e is a dire r_weed to_maks notab_le that internatior_1a| price
dent on the imported pulses an&)u!ses available to fulfll_l protein reef ‘Tur’ is upees 8_0 per kdeam
edilde oils Though it is we tha qune'mentsAnd for fulfilling food and government is cor_npe!led to
nation exports agri-products on éequwement for 128 crore peopl@urchase the same, in view of
large scale including rice, tea, cdp the c_ountry we _cannot depen@hortage. In suph a case, promo-
fee, tobacco and spices; depe n forelgn cguntrlesTherefpre tion of dpmestlc production of
dence of the nation on imports had'€" IS a terrible n'eed to raise prcpuls_es will go a long way in im-
also been rising fast with respe&?cnon of pulses in the courytr_ proving the condition ofammess,

to edible oils ad pulsesWhereas History tells us _that assured miniproviding natural protein to peo-
in 2005-06 we used to import Onls|/1_1um support prlce_s'for wheat anghle an_d cooling aen the prices
$0.56 billion worth of pulses, infice has helped raising the produc- Itis unfortunate that in the last
2014-15 nation imported pulsedOn of these cealsin the couny. 50 years of ‘green revolution’ puls-
worth $2.8 billion. International@mes in India can pduce ay  es which are essential source of
price of Tur’ andMoong'is nedy  duantity of agricultural productsprotein for masses remained ne-
rupees 80 per Kilogram, now an@rovided they are given remunerajected.We can povide better

if we add transportation and hantivé pr_lcesTodey per hectar po-  seeds, irrigation and other agricul-
dling cost, price of imported puls-ductwlty of wheat is four times thatural inputs to help increase pro-
es vould be md higher Given of pulses, therefore if we give minduction ofpulsesAt the same time
acute problem of foreign ex-imum supparprice ofRs 1500 per we need to be cautions fas tak-
change, and ever rising domestfitintal for wheat, legitimately wéng advantage of the situation,
demand, import of pulses on suckan provide minimum supportsome seed companies are trying to
a large scale cannot be legitimizeRfice for different pulses, dependpromote their GM/Bt arietieswWe

It is notable that whereas demaniig upon variance in the per hectamgeed to generally promote organ-
for pulses rise by 4.2 pent an- Productivity vis-a-vis wheat (rangic pulses, which have a huge po-
nualy, against viich domestic m-  ing from two to five times). tential br exports toa qq
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Dattop ant Thengdi— Dresht a & Sresht a

Saroj Mitra

Not revolution, though he was not averse to &nd met Jaiprakas
but create conditions for a renaissance- was the Neatyan at Jaoslok Ha
of Dattopant Thengdi . He created mass organisaital in Mumbai. He ac
tions which succeeded in mass mobilisation thowgged Jaiprakash to no
he lept himselfdetabed fom pelfand pever. Thus inate his successor as
Thengdi ji s both &reshta, a visionaly who health was deteriorating
foresaw events ai@teshtaa creator of institutions expecting himself to Qe
and organisations for addressing the future need3dRsf successodP aséd -
the societyvarious master stes used as aabagy Thengdi ji to sugest a peson to be his successor
to pull davn Indira Gandhs emegeng regime is Thengdi ji sugested the name &fC. Jshi and sub-
yet to be revealed to the world. mitted his bio-da in writing to JP

It was var of newves delared Thengdi ji during Many days letter Charan Singh issued statements
emepgeng. He askd actrists not to esot to vio- accusing Jan Sangh of opposing him. When Thengdi
lence and aulded a master piecdide on Armed ji met JP it was found that his letter containing bio-
revolution and coup d’état so far ahead all over t#a of PC. Joshi vas missing &m the fle of JPIt
world. Afzal Khan lost his patience, entered into fovas clear then that letter was taken away by Charan
est and came within strategic range of Shivaji. Sh&iagh and because @fading PC joshiname as
waited ptently. Similaly have paience he as&d his issuing denouncingrdSangh and RI8engdi ji with
followers, so that Indira Gandhi would come withgreat risk, since Intelligence sleuths were desperately
our range. The above write up was sent to us in siel@rching for him, went to Baghpat and met Charan
prison which enthused all of us including some Ja®iagh.Seéed on an an dhair Chaan Singh did not
Islami actiists even look towards Thengdi ji. Thengdi ji told him
. tha the reason to put.B. Jbshis name instead of
Thengdiji's role in emergency —1975-77 Charan Singh to JP as successor was actually to help

After Nanaji Deshurkh D ji . .
ter Nanaji Deshmkhs arest Datopant C%Iharan Singh. As people will expect successor of JP

Thengdi took the reins of Lok Sangharsh Samt'o'follow his footsteps and remain outside power
Thengdi ji resigned from Bharatiya Mazdoor San i}ics Chaan Singh aEhengdi ji s evealing this

as its General Secretary and left his residence 1354 up and emacedThengdi ji and saidyou

SouthAverug New Delhi. The govemment an- re like mv vounaer brother. do whatever like”
nounced 50 thousands rupees reward to locate h% y young €T, do whatever you fike-.
us JP was relieved of impending split in his pro-

for his arrest. On Sept. 9, 1975 we met Thengdiéb'ﬁnsed endeaur
K Ik - - ’ .-
olkata at night where he declared that the gover Due toThengdi j§ efort Janta Rty was brmed

ment of Indira Gandhi would come to “a grinding .. L

halt” within 17 monthsit happened xacty within d%éggh}ﬁg:geéﬂge'é‘io\;;”wz?feavf\tli';]g:;;?Oer?]cy was

i?:;nt;nzﬁ Dfl:Zrl‘Tl]Oel:ltI?rl::iiZ?:OV\;?;Bg;'[?’;t\i”onnga;\;itgstRi?T:/-m r')rolitical activity novx{here to be seen in cqrridors of

position ofemegeng. Thousands opeople cour power Even_\ery fewin anta Rity eser enquied or

ed arest majority ofvho were RSS aeiists fa'lr' too realised hOV.V thou_sands O.f people were mo-
bilised all over India against Indira Gandhi during

Charan Singh’s drama 1975-77 which finally resulted in her defeat in election

During 1976 Charan Singh came out on parole1978.. aq

12 SIS TRATRIA




Trib utes

Remembering Rev . Dattop ant Thengdi

Swadeshi &garan Manch, We all
know, was oficially launbed almost
24 years back on 22.11.1991 in
pur Maharashtra. Social activists,
litical leaders and economists of

rasta Martt, Sava Ranth Samadar
Manch and the Swadeshi Jagran
Manch and few more similar orga-
nizdions A lot credit goes to him
for the effective functioning of ma-
ferent background under the able jority of such bodies in India.
visionary guidance of Dattopa ¢ s Thengdiji also founded the Samskar
Thengdi who had earlier foundg@ .1 .. Bharti and inaugrated Akhil Bhartiya
Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh, Bhar Adhivakta Parisad, Bhartiya Vichar
Kisan Sangh and S8arRanth Sama Kendra, Akhil Bhartiya Grahak Pan-
dar Manch, among others joined : chayat etc.
hands to resist the renewed onslalgh ¥ There may hardly be any nation-
from the west. al labour organization, Dalit Sangh, Railwaymens or-
The ged sentinel ofindias frredom meement, ganizdion, farmers associ®n, educ#onal or liter
naional oganizr, architectthinker, visionay, writer, ~ ary association to which he had not given his earnest
austere, seer, honorable Shri Dattopant Bapucaatribution. His whole life was embodiment of sim-
Thengdi vas bon on 10th Ne@ 1920 in villge Arvi  plicity steadst commitmenstudiesdarity of aim
of Wardha distt.in the Mahasta. His faher was and vision. He has contributed 26 books in Hindi, 12
honorable Shri Bapurao Dajiba Thengdi. in English and 2 in Marathi. These books are testimo-
From childhood he was intelligent and hardy in print of his mission for the nationalist cause. His
working student who became committed for the rtaxo books “Rashtra” and “Dhyepath par Kisan” are
tional cause from very early age. In 1935 at a yogunding light like Gita.
ag of 15 he ws elected Bsident ofArvi Taluka Shri Thengadi was also a member of Rajya Sab-
municipal high school. From 1936 to 1938 he workel In 1969, He visited Soviet Russia and Hungary as
as an active member of Hindustan Socialist Repubkmber of a parliamentary delegation; in 1977 he
canArmy, Nagpur. went to Switzerland as a delegate to an ILO confer-
From ealy life he took to social seéce and the ence and also to the Second International Anti-apart-
national cause. He took admission in Morris Colldged Conference at Geneva. In 1979, he was invited
and Lav Collge of Nagpur and vas avarded the to Yugoslaia by theTrade Union therto stug tha
degrees ofMA and LLB espectiely. From his stu- country’s ldbourizaion, and alsoypthe USA to stud
dent life since 1942 he became a Swayam Sev#keoAmerican trade union movement. The same year
the RSS which had been the main source of insgigalso visited Canada and Britain wtdiion. Rev.
tion for him. From 1942 to 1944 Thengdiji workebhengadi ji was a full-time Rashtriya Swayamsevak
to develop oganizdéions lile ShriVagmala Nanda. Sangtpracharakntil his death on 14 October 2004.
Society Kalicut, Arya Samaj Kalicut, Hindu Mahas@he kind of impact he left on the social and econom-
ha,British Malaar Bor Home Kalicut.In 1955 es- ic life of India was unique, and set the tone for gener-
tablished the Bhartiya Majdoor Sangh or BMS whattons to come. Some of the hallmark qualities of his
developed literally from a tiny acorn in beginninglii@style a: simpleving, in-depth stud, deg think-
now a mighty oaki-or more than 50 gas he e- ing, clarity of thought, courage of the conviction and
mained acte for social and mianal avakening To missionary zeal for the goal. Swadeshipatrika joins
strengthen the creative fields of RSS he initiatedrttidions of people inspired by him in paying respect-
establishment of Bhartiya Kisan Sangh, Samajik Sahitomage on his bith annversay. qq
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Remembering Thengadiji

Dattopant
Thengadi was
great thinker wh
contributed
immensely to th
development of th
ideological
framework of]
many
organizations
including Samaji
Samarasat
Manch. He too
deep inteest in the
development an
progress of th
Samarasat
movement i
Maharashtra a
well as in India,
recallsProf. Shyam
Atre
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It is my good fortune that | hav
been closely associated with the
marasata movement in Maharas
since its inception. 1L4April 1983
was the significant day in the his
ry of that movement. T4April
hgopens to be hinday of Dr. Ba-
basahle Ambedkar Accoding to the
Hindu almanadhe Nev Year dg i.e Varsh-Petipada hppens to be the lbir-
day of Dr. K. B. Hedgewar, the bunder of RSSincidentalf in 1983poth of
these impdeant dgs haddllen on 19 April 1983To celérate this uniqgue mo-
ment a program was organized in Pune to launch the Samajik Samarasata Manch.
Dr. Gangdhar Bntavane eminent Maathi litterateur vas the lsief guest ofthe
function and ShrDattopantThen@di vas the loief speakr. Dattopant vas a
great thinker who contributed immensely to the development of the ideological
frameavork of mary omanizaions afiliated with the RSShe Samajik Saraaa-
ta Manch was one of them. He took deep interest in the development and progress
of the Samarasata movement in Maharashtra as well as in India, till his sad demise
in 2004.

| remember hisdgnote adress on thaoccasion vidly. He dealt with the
concept of Samata (equality) and Samarasata in detail and in depth. Samata, ac-
cording to himhas its@ots in vesten ideolgy and its wrld vien. It has mge-
rialistic @ertones |t is concemed maint with the mierial and this ardly well-
being ofhuman being#t is a conget of equal oppdunity to be gien to eery
human being for his progress and prosperity here in this world. However, the
import of this concept has been challenged and contested by many social thinkers
of the western world.

History tells us thdibetty, equality anddtemity were the basic tenets tife
French Revolution. In that ideological frame equality and fraternity are considered
as diferent concpts It means thgae ind@endent ofeat other Equality does
not include fraternity since it is a different proposition.

In the Indian context equality means Samata. But Samarasata is different
from Samia. The Samaista is deply rooted in Indian culterand philosoph
It is essentially a spiritual concept. Its connotation is emotional bonding among
the human beinghk is the spirit ofbrotherhood Fratemity or Bandhuta is an
integral part of this concept. Its import is embedded in the Indian philosophy
and its intwisive world view. In Indian scriptwes it is said —

losZfi Iqf[ku% IUrq] losZ 1Urqg fujke;k%A
losZ Hknzkf.k i’;Urq ek df'pr~ nq%[kHkkx Hkosr~AA
(Everyone and all in thisasld be hapy and health Everybody should gt
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only good things and nobodyexplain the import of that thesis irthe contgt of social eform move-
should have to suffer from anydetail. Thengadiji delivered mangnentin Maharashtra. He made a
sorrow in life.) thought-provoking lectures to deatlear distinction between two
Everybody is entitled to getwith what was left unsaid by Panstreams ofsocial eform move-
equal opportunity to achieve thalitji. On the background of fail-ments as ®ll as sociakformers.
objectives reflected in this shlokaure of Capitalism and Commu-The upper caste sociafarmers
This is the spirit of Samarasata, thesm in providing sustainable antbuched upon only the upper lay-
process of assimilation in any sonclusive answers to attaining mais of social issues andplems
ciety Thus concpt of Samaas#a terial progress and spiritual wellFhat was one stream. The other
has a far wider and all embracingeing of every individual in thestream was represented by Mahat-
meaningSamta could be an as-societyit was impegtive to ind ma Phule and DAmbedkarThey
pect of Samarasata though its inout other alterative,the thid way. stood for the downtrodden, ne-
portance and significance can nelndian culture and philosophy haglected, poverty-stricken and un-
er be denied. In a country like Inevery potential to provide satisfadouceble dass ofsocietyThe up-
dia where there is so much of ditory answers to these pertinenper caste sociaformels focused
versity Samta is not enougHt  questionsAnd Ddtopant wote a on thoseeforms vwhich were con-
must evolve Samarasata as wellwell researched book called ‘Theerned with middle and upper class
is a unifying force developing emofhird Way’ to discuss in gi¢h all of society Though thg stondy
tional, cultural and spiritual bondaspects ofPanditjis thesislt re- repudiated casteism and untouch-
ing among the people. If we havéleds essentially an Indian perspeebility, it was their stand onlin
to march towards evolving thetive and wrld view. If we readin-  principle and they hardly practiced
spirit of Samaas#a in our society tegral Humanism’ along with Shrit in their personal life. Mahatma
we have to follow it in its spirit. Guruji's lectue on this topic and Phule bluntly spoke against the hy-
That was the sum and substanc&he Third Way’ a book auth@d pocrisy of the upper class people,
of Thengdijs spedt. by Thengdiji, the whole exerciséhe Brahmins included. He was the
Late Shri Deendayal Up-will become meaningful and wilchampion of the neglected class of
adhyay,an eminent thirde and help us in proper understanding gbeople and started many social re-
ideologue, has raised some perianditjis thesisTheThird Way'will  forms and edutianal ma@ements
nent questions in his thesis calleehlighten us in grasping the Hinddor their upliftment.
‘The Integral Humanism’. In hisway of life. So much for the great-  Thengadiji has taken a dispas-
introductory remarks he has askedgss of Shri Dattopant Thengdi asionde review of the reform
“what would be the face of Indiaa thinker of high repute. movements centered around low-
after independence? In which di- Finally | would like to say aer sections ofhe societyHe has
rection were we to advance anfibw words dout Thengdijis so- also takn a boad eview of Dr.
progress?” In his thesis he hasial vorld viev. He has studied in Ambedkars world of thoughthis
made genuine attempts to find outlepth the renaissance and social reform initidives as @ll as his con-
ansvers to these questioria his  form movements ofindia in @n- tribution to the well being of In-
four lectures on this subject he haasral and in Maharashtra in particwdia. It is indeed, a landmark book
dealt with various aspects of thedar. He has authed a book called of Thengadiji.
problems and indicated possibl&flhe Movement of Social Revolu-  May | take pride in mention-
directions to tackle them. But dugion and DrAmbedkarin Magthi, ing the fact that Thengadiji has free-
to his untimely death he could noin which he has given his own anally quoted fom nmy book‘Dr. Ba-
get opportunity to elaborate theysis of the think-line of the sociabasaheb Ambedkar Vicharyatra’ (a
points he made in nutshell in thiseformess in Indiahow they were  journey of Dr. Ambedkas
thesisHe had megly sugested a impacted by the European renaighoughts) in that book. | consider
loose framework based on Indiasance and hav social eform it as ny honour So vas the ged-
philosophy and culture. Later ongnovement in India was shaped. Heess and magnanimity of Thenga-
it had befallen on Shri. Golwalkahas shared is understanding of ttdji. My heartfelt respects to his
Guruji and Dattopant Thengadi tolife and lettarof Dr. Ambedkar in  memoy. qq
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Black Money T ralil
Chidambaram’ s lies nailed

New evidence nail
Chidambarans
lies on both blac
money and hi
family’s links with
Vasan. san and
the Chidambaram
are stealthily
linked by th
surmreptitious pay-
off in black,
disclose
S.Gurumurthy
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calls for moving back a little to move the story forward. The New Indian
Express expose had cited two pieces of evidence of black money pay-
ments of Rs 223 cr by the little-known tax-fraudster JD Group to the well-
known Vasan Eg Cae for onward remittance to the Chidambars The cited
evidences were: one, notes on black payments seized in the tax search on the JD
Group;and tve, the afidavit of M Srinvasa Rq commissioner ofncomeTax,
before the Cenatl Administetive Tribunal (CA') sging the mongehas passed to
the Chidambams In a knee-jérresponse (TNIE $¢ 21) P Chidambam
labelled the expose as “ridiculous” and “laughable”, more like a politician and less
like a lawyer, without contesting the evidence tendered. Abusing the expose as
ridiculous without refuting the facts is really laughable. In the next 24 hours, The
New Indian Express (Sept 22) did slap its rejoinder to Chidambaram saying that
he did not disputenuch less elut, arny of the factsAnd nav comes a dasté-
ing piece of evidence. Read on.

To contirue tadking the JD Gaup-Vasan-Chidambams badk mong trail

CBDT Confirmation

The new evidence is the counter affidavit filed by CBDT (Central Board of
Direct Taxdion) officials onAugust 182015,to oppose Ros gplicdion to
CAT. Express did not hee access to ithen it frst exposed the scart.now has
the CBDT afidavit in its possessioffar from sging tha Raos gplicdion is
untrue, the CBDT affidavit threatens action against Rao for disclosing the facts! In
Para 6 ofits afidavit, the CBDT sgs tha the inbrmdion diséosed in Ros
affidavit is pohibited under sec 138 tfe IncomeTax lav “as it elaes to the
assesses and is hejdtlie Incomérax Authorities in iduciay cgacity and is
confidential in nature”.

LL

VS _

SIS TRATRIA




Focus

Now recall the irdrmation
disdosed in Ros afidavit. Rao
had revealed that a tax raid on J
Group in January had brought ouj [
black money of hundreds of|
crores of rupees paid by it td W ¥
Vasanwhich in tum had made it |[%
over to the ChidambamsBY s&-
ing that what Rao has divulged
prohibited for disclosure, the|f
CBDT in fact conirms wha Rao
had said as true. The CBDT hafMay 11, 2012) first broke the stois now “the company concerned”.
reinforced it bysaying that it in- ry of Karti’'s links withVasan Does Chidambaram not know
tends to take action against Raiirough two corporates — Ad-now he is telling a lie?

“for disclosing” the “confidential vantage Strategic Consulting Pr\i/'\/indfall gains
information” held ly the deat- vate Limited (Advantage) and Aus- Now see he Karti camou-
ment.The CBDT confms thee bridge Investments and HoIding§Iageol and hid his holdingsasan
facts: one, the department doeBrivate Limited (Ausbridge). ETthrou h Advantage and Ausbridae
possess the cadéntial inbrma- reported that Ausbridge promot- gd hi g_ﬁ s Kati 9
tion forbidden for disclosure di-ed and owned by Karti had almos{tnkanne b II,S_ (?Oﬂ an Sd ad If’
vulged ty Rao;two, it holds it as fully, 95 per centacquied two- o most politicians, needed front
trustee of the assesses and the disirds ownership of Adva”tagef:nggagfn%:ilan;\'; gr?g tprzg)s(lees’

closure by Rao is in breach ofvhich in turn, had bought 5 per,~ " .
trust; and three, for disclosing thgent ofVasais equityET brought onting for Karti are: CBN Reddy

prohibited coniflential inbrma- out hav Karti got Vasan shas (described as his benami b_y .|nteII|-
tion, the CBDT intends to takestealthily through Advantage at haff€"'C€ '€POrts), Sundar Srinivasan
action gainst R the price that the others had pai§nd Mohanan Rajesh regarded as
This new evidence nailsor his shars The thowawa price close to him. One Bhaskar Raman
Chidambaams lies on bothladk 4 which Karti's Advantaje ac- is described by |.nteII|gence repOI_rts
mong and hisdmily’s links with  qyired it implied and exposed th&S “close to Karti and knows all his
Vasan.Vasan and the Chidam-chigambaams’link with Vasan. S€cret dealings and investments”.
barams are stealthily linked by theT a1so0 demonstrated how Kar-1nree more —Ravi Viswanathan,
surreptitious pay-off in black.  {js 5 per cent holdings Vfasan, Padma Viswanathan, and Suchitra

Karti-V asan tie-up old story which had cost him just Rs 1.5 cf&jesh, the spouse of Mohanan
That theChidambarams andwas worth over Rs 250 cr as vaRajesh— also figure in this list. They
Vasan hadofmal links is too old ued by the private equity industr§"® the ones who double up and
a story for Chidambaram to hoowhen ET was writing the story insubstitute for him gs directors and
“we have nothing to do with the2012. It also reported that whershareholders of his front compa-
concerned company” and scooET contactedVasan did noter Nies — Ausbridge and Advantage.
now. The nevs of Vasan-atti link  spond and Karti declined to com- ~ Here is a more f(_)ren5|c pic-
was in public domain over threenent. Chidambaram was the fiture of how Karti acquiedVasan
years back. Only the pay-off imance minister when Karti acquirefoldings ér a songbwarakanéh,
black to the Chidambarams via JIVasan shas in 2008 and in 2012the father-in-law of Dr Arun, the
Group is curent nevs The ela- when the stor @peaed. Yet, he perceied pomoter of Vasanac-
tion between Karti and Vasan, did not contest the report. Nowquired 3 lakh shas inVasana Rs
open for a while, was for unknowrhe denies that his family had any00 per share on 29.10.2008. Within
reasons suddenly tucked underthing to do withVasan and pr 24 hours, he sold half of it - 1.5
corporate structure manned by higends as if his family has nevdekh shares - to Advantage, intrigu-
buddies The Econonc Times head of Vasan name of him it ingly at half that price. Aantage
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did not pay a single rupee eveb5 per share. Which was less thdlne tanséree ony Karti's pioxy.
towards the discounted price tilbne-fifth of the price the other Even after Karti suddenly disap-
March 2010, wimeit paid Rs 50 shareholders had paid and just@eared from Ausbridge, the for-
lakh. The balance Rs 100 lakhs rkttle over one per cent of the trugunes of Advantage continued to
mains due, perhaps even Chidarnworth of Advantage. rise. During the year ended March
baram was the finance minister  Ausbridge — read Karti — 2013, Advantage again sold 30,000
then.Two yeas lder, on 26 Oct. did not even pay Rs 15 per shaghaes of Vasan to Sequoil.is
2010, Advantage sold 30,00m full. It paid only Rs 2.5 per shareyot known at what price. It also
shares (out of the 1.5 lakh it hathe balanceemaining outstanding received a consultancy fee of Rs
acquired at Rs 100 per share) at BgAusbridge investing just Rs 5 lakB9.5 crAgainst,a total income of
7,500 per share to Sequoia Capiial Advantage, Karti got to ownRs 39.8 crdr the ar it incured
India GrowthInvestments and two-thirds of Advantage whose neexpenses oRs 80 lacs ogl The
made a killing oRs 22.2 ciAt  worth was eer Rs 18 cr directors report of Advantaye
that sale value, the 1.5 lakh shares |ncome tax law taxes this dif-says that no employee gets salary
of Vasan heldyAdvantae would  ferential between Rs 18 cr and R& more than Rs 2 lakh per month
be vorth Rs 112.5 cas gainstthe 5 |akh. Has Ausbridge paid tax oand yet the company gets a con-
investment ofRs 1.5 cr it? If not, did the tax departmentsultancy fee of Rs 29.5 cr! Who
When it was paying Rs 7,50f0k into it? Chidambaram was théhen worked to get such huge fee?
perVasan shartoAdvantaye,Se-  all-powerful home minister at theDoes it need a seer to say that
quoia had already subscribed Rsentre then. Immediately afteAdvantage is a proxy to receive
100 cr intoVasars Peference Karti acquired two-thirds stake irand keep illicit monies of some-
shares, which would entitle Sequoigdvantage, Rs 8.70 cr out of thene else? Did the department, led
atany time it wanted, to over a milyindfall gain was siphoned out asy Chidambaram as finance min-
lion Vasan shas & Rs 912 per jnyestment in a Singapore subsidster then, probe into whether such
shae. Whywhen it could aslof a 5y Advantage Strategic Consuliatriguing dealings are genuine?
million Vasan shara Rs 912 per imt; Singapore Pte Limited. Karti's hidden and poxy
share, should Sequoia pay over eight another interesting turn hereholdings in different companies,
times that amount to buy 30,00Qithin six months of Karti getting under-charged buying and selling,
Vasan shas flom Advanta@e? In- o thirds stake in Advantage, osecret gains and his inexplicable
triguing, isn't it?> What follows is5 10 2010, he transferred his entisppearance and disappearance
something equglhteresting (95 per cent) holdings in Ausbridgdom companies - all call for a
Probe must (with its two-thirds holdings inthrough tax probe at the mini-
Within five months of Ad- Advantage and its Singapore subbaum. Underselling assets to Karti,
vantage making the windfall gairgidiary) to his confidant Mohanarthe only son of a Central minister,
on 25.3.2011, Ausbridge - almodtajesh. The price at which Kartiould definitely need probe un-
fully owned by Karti since 2006 sold his stake in Ausbridge taler the anti-bribgrlav. Even
acquired two-thirds of the own-Rajesh is unknown. Had KartiChidambam cait dispute this
ership of Advantage, which hadransferred the Ausbridge shares ill he ask for a probe instead of
got the windfall gain. At whatfull value he would obviously havenaking empty denials?
rice? The existing shareholders pfid tax on the gain. Had he un- . . : :
2\dvantage had pgaid Rs 77.5 pélerpriced it,which is lilely, he ,f::,lishld holdings behind be-
share before Advantage got thwould have to pay tax on the un- o« hid his holdings iMasan
windfall gain. By the windfall gaingercharge. Has he? Did the ta’fﬁrough Advantage and Ausbridge.
Advantae’s shaes beak-up al-  department, which must have the,,on g his benamis were confi-
ue had shot up to Rs 1,220 pghformaion, demand tax on it? dantes CBN &tly, Sundar Srini-
shae five months befre Karti's Chidambaram was then also the,qa Mohanan Rajesh, Bhaskar
Ausbridg acquied it.Yet the Kar  home minister Raman, Ravi Viswanathan, Padma
ti-owned Ausbridge got the shares  The circumstance of the transy ;g\ anathag Suchitra Rajesfy
of Advantage at - believe it - R&r to Mohanan itself showed that (courtesy: The New Indian Express)
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AN ALY SIS

Revisit Drought Policies

Climate change is
reality threatenin
earthly life. Comb
efforts should not b
limited to affoesting
and envionmen
protection

but should includ
reseach that help
small farmers to g
short duration an
drought esistan
crop varietie
suiting to climat
changes, Say

Anil Javalekar

SWADESHI 1t

pat of Indian daijl nevs India is a gogrgphicaly vast and hugly
populated country with different climatic zones and it is natural that when
one parof India faces dyught andain deicieny anotherdceslbods Indians
faced and managed these situations from time immemorial. Indian government
after independence framed policies to combat droughts, floods and famines and
helped s& lives andeduce startion deghs ly offering gatuitous elief and
providing shar term emplgment on pulic works gart from adopting -
grammesdr irrigation, water hawesting and efronment potection.True thee
are no Bmine dahs nav. But still thee ae faimeis committing suicides due to
crop failues and high inthednessAdditionaly, thee is veter scaity eery-
where throughout the year and there is now no area of city town or village where
wder tanlers ae not seenrhis necessitas eview of drought elaed policies

D rought, defcient min, water scagity, floods and dmers’ suicides ar

Indian droughts

Drought is considered natural phenomenon and a result of climate varia-
tions maint in the 6rm of a long contined dy weaher and/or instficient ain.
The loss of soil moisture, depletion of underground water supply and reduction
of stream flows apart from crop failures and water scarcity are visible signs of a
drought. The National Commission on Agriculture in India has categorised Indi-
an droughts as meteorological, agricultural and hydrological. Meteorological
drought is dehed as a sittian when thee is signi€ant de@ase fvm nomal
precipitation over an area (i.e. more than 10 %). Hydrological drought results
from prolonged meteorological drought manifested in depletion of surface and
subsurface water resources and Agricultural drought is a situation when soil mois-
ture and rainfall are inadequate to support healthy crop growth. The droughts in
India are presumed to be affecting limited areas that are defined as drought prone

177 g

KA 19

R 2015



Analysis

areas Mary times county as a T Aecea by :
whole is affected by different type| | = wewem 7 .2 e OSTININ In India,
of droughts and all policies ang e around 68% ofi

programmes adopted are main :
to mitigate the impact of a the country IS

drought. In India, around 68% of| | .25 = prone to
the country is prone to drought in [z o o :
varying dgrees 35% vhich re- | [==m - . _drought In
ceives rainfall between 750 mr [*= By e varying degrees.

and 1125 mm is considere
drought prone while 33% received under different Ministries/De-tence for identity proof and reg-
ing less than 750 mm is chronicallyartments of the Central Governistration for everything makes
drought prone. ment and the SmGovemments ewen bgging dificult. Tha males

. Indian banking and Cooperativaelrought severe not only for hu-
Indian approach towards . L . . .
drought Credit Societies also provide helmqn beings it also c_br anl_mals

Indian system sees droughtaIQ drought affected pefsonals byhl_s need changes in |_oo_I|t|caI be-

a part of disaster management aiay of loan conversion, loarhaviour and the sta policies

all efforts are directed for its miti_rephasement/rescheduIement or Firstisthe need to realise that

gation only after declaration of é:,lmply loan waivers and supplyinthe climate change is a reality
drought. The policies are als@f fresh credit. and not an issue only to be dis-

cussed in coafences and semisar

mainly to rescue people from théieed new approach y
drought conditions and help them  Readng Sri PSaingh's book | '€r€ may be more important
suwive. Indian Gwemment poli- ‘Everybody loves a good droughthappenmgs.‘ in the worlpl affectm'g
cy mainly rests upon early warningven after 15 years of its publica?—r threatening _earthly .“f? but cli-
preparedness, Crisis Managemetisn gives Gimpses oftoda/s In- 'Mate change is a priority for a
(Response) and Mitigation andian droughts and the treatment §OUNtry like India where poverty
Long-tem Drought Mangement  receves True Govemment spends 2nd @riculture still méers. The
measu@s A number oflong-tem  lot on drought relief @nmuch of 2ction to combat this climate
and sharterm progmmmes dr it is on varied programmes mearft@nge need to be through contin-
the rural India have been evolvetbr the people and area affecteOUs and seriousfefts. More

for the purpose. Drought Proneby drought. The droughts how-MpPortant, the efforts should not
Areas Ruygramme (DRP),Deset  ever, are frequent and its impadi€ limited to afforesting and envi-
Development Programme (DDP)severe in spite of all the goverfonment protection but should be
Accelested Riral Water Suppl ment spendingndian doughts ©ON reseash tha help smalldm-
Programme (ARWSP), Pradhastart with Metrological and result§"S t0 get short duration and
Mantri Gramodga Yojana in agricultural and hydrologicaldrought resistant crop varieties
(PMGY), Food for Work Pro- The nature is blamed for thesuiting to bmae dangsltis also
gramme (FWP)National Waer  droughts it human interentions necessary that the consumptive lif-
shed Development Programmén naure hae ajgraveed its im- €style supportive to the climate
(NWDP), Rural Employment pact. The droughts are recurrin§hanges is promoted. More than
Guarantee Programme (REGP)nd its impact is molong tem that, the production and distribu-
Integraed Wasteland Deelop- and not limited to specific areagion side of consumptive lifestyle
ment Programme (IWDP), Swarer people. Earlier, facing droughthat damage the natural resources
na-ayanthi Gameen Bzgar Yo-  was simple; adopt to the situationgeed to be Controlled and man-
jana (SGR), Swama-jganthi and do whatever possible for suraged popety. These neechang-
Grameen Swarozgar Yojana vival or simply migrate to betteres in production mechanism and
(SGSY)TubeWells Food & Fod- areas This is nav not possile policies that support urbanisation
der Development Prognanes etc because rising regional identitiesnd industrialisation.

are some programmes implementestrict miggtion and st's insis- Second is the need to help
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small farmer who sufers most land is being used for producingake water to other areas leading
in droughts The ariculture has cdétle feeds and automobilkeedls to socio-economic conflict. This
changed and is not the same whdtroducing cattle feed for meetingieeds discussions & definite poli-
famrmers simpy copped or fam- the meat requirements is a costly initiative on water usage.
ily consumption that too only withaffair and producing automobile  Fifth need is to insist on lo-
family ldbour. Farming has also not feed will endanger the food secweal self-suffciency model of de-
remained a suival kit nor do rity. This maks gricultule moe velopment It is important that lo-
crops taken only for its nutritionalcommercial and prone to marketal areas are given priorities in plan-
value Now farming is a commer volatility apart from making it un-ning and development that too with-
cial add on business unit and cropustainable. It is desirable that s@n their resource base. The orienta-
are a profit venture. Thus crop faileiety remain vegetarian and agricuien o demand based development
ure is a death of business that leatiere should meet the vegetariaor imitating consumptive lifestyles
famrmers not ony with nancial food demands dhe societyMed of others without reference to lo-
losses bt huge unpaid dets Asis  demands should more and morgal resources and local capabilities
known, Indian agriculture will re-be met by poultry and fish that args a false idea. The development
main with smallaimeis and with not much burdensome to agriculshoutl be based on local resourc-
all its technological developmenture. It is to be remembered thags and the cropping systems, trade
and crop research it will remaimarket orientation of agriculturegnd industries should be conducive
vulnerable to vagaries of naturdorces &mers to tale cops th&  for such a development apart from
Thus the need to stabilize risk marafe not suitale to theiréms and the consumptie lifestylesOut-
agement in agriculture. All partmake them adopt unsustainablgoyrcing of development in its
ners in agriculture production inagriculture practices that endang@lery aspect has made local peo-
cluding seed industry and goverrthe futue copping systema the  pje and area dependent on outside
ment tha induces dmess for  circumstances, droughts only aggencies including government and
heavy investment in agriculturgravate human sufferings and U35 made rural areas more vulner-
need to _sherthe poduction risks sustamablllty of agriculture. able to many of natural and man-
The agriculture trade and market Fourth is the concen of
partners also need to be involvedater scacity. It is necessgrto
in after production risk manageundestand thdigging and dge  Letnot disaster take decisions
ment and all contract legislationening of more wellspnstructing The eal estate sponsored ur-
need to care for the same. Pricingore Irrigation projects, linking ofbanisation, profit based industrial
and prices of agriculture produceivers and water supply by tanke@xpansion and commercial agricul-
has not beerafouratle to - are not the solution. The efforts irfure are not sustainable tools of
ers so &r and neeckthinkingltis  waer havesting andethaging of development and need revaluation.
important that the agriculture reground water resources will alsdhe suvival of human lié is im-
lated systems including governmehelp only when water usage is coportant and more important is the
should not in ancase le farm-  trolled and marged popedy. suwival of healtly systems dife.
er alone to bear the agriculturd@here will be a need to stop higfProughts due to sudden climate
risks Agricultule risk margement water consuming cropping systemegariations can be tackled only when
support is more important becauskeavy construction activities andll other socio-economic life sys-
more and more women are takwater consuming industries & plantems ag in working conditionsit
ing to fiiming induding veter bottling plant®ke- is desirable not to allow disasters
Third is the need to make member that water disputes arkke droughts to take decisions and
agriculture human centric growing and people in the comdecide the fate of society particu-
Commercialisation of agriculturenand areas of irrigation projects atarly ayricultue and smalbfmes.
has played havoc in agriculturelaiming rights on water and are ndt is good if Stde Policies and po-
cropping system. The usage dllowing water to den steams ar- litical behaviours influence the
agriculture has not remained foeas The time will comelen va- change and decide the future sus-
human beings; more and mor¢er tankers will not be allowed taainability of humatife. qq
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PERSPECTIVE

Current Economic Downtrend

Need of a Timely T urnaround

as ewisgyed br the FYI6.An overall detine in most ofthe perbrmance
parameters, including the growth rate, exports, trade-balance, exchange
rate, fiscal deficit, investments etc. in the first five months of the current fiscal
year, necessitate an effective and -timely spurt to be given to enhance output and
investments in the econgnthrough a sle of all possile measws Amid an
overall slevdown in mamfacturingsewices andam sectos, induding the »-
ports, investments etcdndias GDP gowth has also sked to 7 parent in the
April-June quarter, from 7.5 per cent in the previous quarter, as per the official
figures released on, the August 24. Even the infrastructure sector, which accounts
for nearly 38 per cent of industrial production, has grown just 1.1 on a per cent
yearon-year basis inu, which has beert &s slavest pace in these ¢iermonths
would also taktime to evive. The sevices sector alone the last quéer gew
at an annual pace of 8.3 per cent. But, it was also at a much slower pace vis-a-vis
10.2 per centrise in the itaR015 quaer. Hence it wuld be tough totein the
overall budget estimate of 8 to 8.5 percent growth rate in 2015-16. If the official
target of 8 to 8.5 per cent, an early action to give renewed spurt is warranted.
The cut in the interest rate by 0.75 per cent in three tranches since January by
the Central Bank too has not brought any cheers in the pace of investments and
output. The faim and allied sec®too could gow only & 1.9 per cent in the
April-June quarter, down from 2.6 per cent in the previous year, as per the figures
of the Cental Stéstics Ofice eleased on Mongadhe August 242015.The
output of mining and quarrying sector has slipped marginally to 4 per cent, from
4.3 per cent aegr go.Financialreal est& and pofessional seices gowth too

The economy appears to be losing pace to meet the 8-8.5% growth-target,

Decline in the pac
of econom
appears to b
widespead and
across the sector
Deteriorating
fiscal health of th
government ma
worsen eve
further and faster
cautions

Prof. Bhagwati : 1 -
Prakash Sharma £ Tk |
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has shrank to 8.9 per cent as agai
9.3 per cent a&egr edier. Thus the
decline in the pace of economy

widespead and aoss the secter estate and
professional

services growtk

Problems in Fiscal Balance .
Coming to the fiscal health of
the government, we find substan
tial deterioration, which may wors| §
en even futher and dsterIndias
fiscal datit has been R3.85 lakh

g;é;epﬁer';r:%?&rg fﬁ:yge::;ntc;it tobac<_:o and' petroleum productsments_ (both FDI & FPI) to cope
get as per the aforesaid governmefrﬁf)m its puview and theeg\emc_a up with the long per_petugtlng
data. The fiscal deficit was only 61 utral rate or the combined |nC|CA[_). It would be the bigest im-
percent during the same period ence of the state_—level and celpedlment to ush_er in an era of self-
year @o. Net tax eceipts wre a flal GST may be fixed at an unsustainedrgwth in the economn
just Rs1.54 lakh are in the ifst reasonably hlg_h Ieyel at 27 per ceiccording to the RBI Deputy
four months of the current fiscaIThe goal of Wldenlqg the tax_ bas&overnor Urjit Patel, CAD would
ending in March 2016. The addi.[nay therefc'ar remain unreallse_d,continue to hover around 1.5 per
tional liility; not budgetéd in the if so many items are kept outsideent of GDP in the current fiscal.

. ’ .~ the puriew of the GST For the frst quater ended uhe
Union Budget 2015-16, and likely ™ "1, e contary, it will be im-  CAD narrowed to 1.2 per cent of
to arise from the one rank one Pay, ant to pring more goods un-GDP at USD 6.2 billion follow-
(OROP) scheme, would ‘furthelye, yhe GST regime so that theéng contraction in trade deficit and
worsen the situation. Though, the,era i revenue neutral rate Cafigher earings fom sevices &-
government s claiming very hOp&some down to a more reasonablgorts But, the eports had been
fully to accommoc_iate th's eXIdate of 18 per cent, the level 'eéqgy and Ia,rge stagnant since last 3
burden of OROPvia savings in ommended by expert committe€§ears and now they are on a path
the fuel costs and fertilizer SUbSky, the past. But, the fourteenth it gecline would render it altogeth-
dies, as well as from the highefnce commission has alreadyr impossible to meet the target to
mop up ofindirect taes BUL, it  gtriped centre of its 10% additiongl,, e the gpotts in 5 pan
should also be borne in mind thafeyenue by recommending trans- With even non-oil exports
itwould be hat to gt paliament  fer of 4204 ofcental taes In view contracting for the eiahth rgonth
nod on unifying the han's 29 of the other inelastic liabilties likg >~ "5 ° Augist ot

states under a single Goods argkfense etc. the loss of reven : -
SewiceTax,which is being touted ywould be more than 10%. Yon being 13.9% versus 1.7% in

as a big ray of hope for enhanced July, the outlook ér exports look
reveruesBut,one should alsep ~ Collapse of Exports quite dl_sapomtlng It would hae

in view that a high rate proposed The worst news is that defy-a bearing on the overall growth
for the nev goods-and-seices tax ing the all possibilities to attain tarrate as well. At an overall level the
(GST) for the purpose of offer-9get to double the exports to $90@pril-August exports fell down to
ing more revenue’ to distribute tdillion by 2020. The exports aré110.6 billion this year from $133.1
the states would hit the businesgctually declining very fast. The rdillion last gar Within this oil ex-
turnovers and consumer spendingultant a persistent and stubborports fell to $13.7 billion from $28
which may ultimately prove to bdrade deficit along with high cur-billion and non-oil to $96.9 billion
counterproductive. Besides, th&entaccount deficit (CAD) contin-from $105.1 billion. Given that
proposed GST framework hagies to bring pressure upon eximports too have also collapsed
many grey areas against augme@fange value of the Rupee, as weliring this periodsq the tade
ing the centd everuesltmay ex-  as to keep the government ‘badigeficit may not blow off as it is
clude major items like alcoholdependent upon foreign investjust $57.9 billion this year as com-
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pared to $57.5 billion last yeaing @ around 25% in dollar ters  imported components in Chisa’
where there is, just a margingdq exports need mar efectve total exports has already come
change. sops to jack up the overall growtldown from a peak of 60% in the
Reasons for such a fall in exas well. Indeed the GDP and exmid-1990s to around 35% today
ports are legion of which-some arports have mutual interdepenand this trend is still on the rise.
local, but mostly global. In the caselence For Instancefrom, 2004- The government is though trying
of engineering exports which ha@®8, the global GDP was growindo see an opportunity in the present
contracted by 29% in August, it isit around 5% per annum and th€hinese crisiBut, today we ae
largely due to the hike in imporglobal exports trade was growinghore crisis-led than Chinde
duty on steel in June which hadoughly at double the pace of 9have experienced a fourfold con-
though made imports more ex410%. Over the past 3-4 years, howraction in our exports than the
pensive, but, since the governmemiver, this pace of growth has disShina. So any such opportunity is
did not commensurately increasgociated and partly reversed. Thanly a distant goal.
the value of the duty drawback tglobal trade is now growing much  Our exports have already de-
facilitate exports, the engineeringlower than the GDP growth.clined 21% to $21 billion in Au-
exports too had contracted. WheilNow the trade-GDP ratio has als@ust and our Imports have fallen
the 20% safeguards duty on stepartly reversed from 2:1. In 20120% to $33.7 billion. Consequent-
imports has been imposed a fethe global GDP has grown byly, the tade de€it has widened to
days @o, the dawbak had to be 3.4%, but, trade grew just 2.8% i12.5 billion in August 2015. The
increased even more that propor2013, it was 3.4% and 3.5%, renerchandise exports have plunged
tionaely, and nuch fasterif engi- spectiely,and in 2014oth (tade 20.7 per cent to $21.3 billion in
neering exports has to be jacke@ind GDP) grew by 3.4%. August from $26.8 billion in the
up. Likewise’ the ggvemment has Now even the IMF in July i.e.year-ago period. It is the ninth con-
not been able to finalise the interin its latest update before the Gsecutive monthly decline in exports
est subvention scheme 100 for [20 summit, had agreed aboudnd the steepest in the first five
bour-intensive exports in spite oslowing of manufacturing growthmonths ofthis inancial gar This
repeated industry demand anh the first half of 20 15 over thatfall has resulted from a massive
gowemment assances in the second half of 2014 and alstemand slowdown in global mar-
Sq when the gports hare of the contraction in world tradekets and an uncertain global eco-
been falling for so long, the govin volume tems in the second nomic environment, owing to the
ernment has to act much faster tquater of this year The scenario crisis brewing in China. Therefore,
comba this Around 15% ofour therefore, appears quite pessimite keep ourselves afloat we have
manufacturing sector output is betic. One of the reasons for declinégo make serious efforts at home
ing &ported, sq it was possie in trade is that China has indiggront. And dream of deriving an
over the entire last decade, thatously integrated its production, apportunity from the global eco-
Indias IIP gowth had been the lot more over these years for reaomic arena including that from
highest in these years, by virtue alfucing its imports from the rest ofthe ong@ing Chinese crisisuro-
higher exports, which were growthe world. Indeed, the share ofAmerican turbulence would prove
to be a deceptive mirage. The val-

ém Euro- ue of our exports in August was
20 ; the lowest in last five years, reflect-
Turl®7 - FINANCEAND CENTRAL BANK American ing a greater crisis for us, than an
h?() DEPUT!E§\MEETING opportunit
Z e . e .. turbulence pROTUNIY — .
SR : Though, India wasn’t alone in

would prove td Asia to see a sfeéll in eports

e But, we have seen a much worse
be a deceptlve. decline. Exports from Korea have

mirage. declined 14.7 per cent in August,
the most in six years and the Chi-
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nese exports have contracted 5t®ns has long been asking the going to see an opportunity into it,
per cent. But, our decline in Auernment for “immediate introduc-but, it would be in vain in light of
gust exports has been 21% and thien” of three per cent interest subthe visilte trends a@ss the sectsr
cumulative data of April-Augustvention. But the fiscal health is nolt is a fact that we could not do
are also equally pessimistic. very good to bear such extra buranything, when a global sell-off
For April-August,exports  den. Though the Commerce Miniriggered ly the Chineseut sent
from India stood at $111.1 billionjster Nimala Sithaman had as- the Indian market crashing on
down 16.2 per cent-comparedured that the government would/londay which plunged the most
with $132.5 billion in the year-agooll out the interest subventionin over six years — 5.94 per cent
period, according to the data rescheme soon, but, it is yet not ar 1,624 points — to close at a 12-

leased recently by the commerc

and industy ministyy onTuesdg, ‘Made In
the September 15, 2015. The trag .,
deficit for August 2015 has thoug] China’ alone
stood at $12.5 billion, a bit lowe]| § i

if compared with $12.8 billion in has Wlpeq out
July but, higher than $10.8 billio 1600 points
of August 2014~or April August,

the deficit stood at $57.5 billion from our
against $58.2 billion in the corrg Sensex.
sponding period of 2014 But, a

percent of total tade or GDPit  reality We hae to povide a host month low of 25,741 wiping out
is higherThe tade detitis- nav  of sops as well, if we have tdrs 7 lakh crore in market capitali-
beginning to be an intriguing facboost exports and attain the tarzation of all BSE listed companies
tor. For the past tow monthsit gets of our new trade policy 2015within hous. The boader Nifty &
was around $12 billion and this, i20 announced on April 1, 2015NSE too fell 5.9 per cent to close
coupled with the withdrawal byenvisaging to raise our exports tat 7,809 MondaDeriving ary ad-
FllIs (foreign institutional investors)$900 billion, double of what theywantage out of any external crisis
it has been gideting brex reseves are todg. During the monthim- needs more internal integration,
a more serious cause for concerports shrunk 9.9 per cent to $33.ihstead of depending upon foreign
Sq the adantayes fom a &ll in  billion from $37.5 billion in Au- investments
crude oil prices too aren’t availablgust 2014For April-August,im- The Mondg’s (August 24,
to us anymore. ports fell 11.6 per cent to $168.@015) fall came on the back of a
A detailed analysis reveals thdijllion from $190.7 billion in the decline in the Chinese and Japanese
in August, the goods that faredear-ago period. But the gold immarkets that fell 8.5 per cent and
pootly in tems of exports had ports jumped 140 per cent —4.6 per centespectiely, because
included petroleum ‘products from $2.06 billion to $4.95 billion;of our over dependence on for-
which declined 47.9 per cent tartly due to lower prices and partign fundsSq when major Ewo-
$2.77 billion. While exports of enly due to ensuringgtvals pean markets were down by
gineering goods fell 30 percent, The fragility of our externalaround 6 per cent, the Dow Jones
those’ of iron ore declined 34.3%ector is today most exposed. THadustrial in the United States
per cent and electronic goods 17 gisis, ‘Made in China’ alone haslunged less than proportionate
per cent. Exporters said softeningviped out 1600 points from ourand was down only because of
of the prices of key agriculturaBenseand Rs7 Lac cores in mar  better intrinsic séngthslt lost 4
and industrial inputs, coupled wittket capitalization, within hours ofper cent in the morning trading
a contraction in global demandthe Black Monday of China onhours. Friday toq it dosed with a
was the primary reason behindugust 24, 2015 exposing our vuless of 3.1 per cent, pre-setting the
sud a step detine The Fedea- nembility to aly extemal temos. tone br Mondg’s fall..........
tion of Indian Export Organisa- Government has though been try- To be conduded
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Indo-Pak Race for Civil Nuclear Deal with
America

Pakistan has been always concerned about
the Indo-US Civil Nuclear Cooperation.
When 10 gas a@o Indian Prime Minister Dr

For a similar civil
nuclear deal with
Pakistan the U

Administration
under Pesident
Obama appears t
be not as hostile a
it was under|
President Geage
Bush. The path i
however pugh
and the journey i
tough on sever
counts, explain
Dr. B.B Singh

26

Manmohan Singh and US President George
Bush signed the joint statement on 18 July
2005, Pakistan strongly opposed the nuclear
deal lit ironicaly, & the same time it demand-

ed a similar arrangement for itself that was
flatly refused by the US Administration de-
claring that India was a special case. Pakistan
has been consistently repeating this demand
over the years and speculations went wild that
such a deal may be discussed when Pakistan

H Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif meets US Pres-
ident Barrack Obama in October 2015 who is believed to be less hostile to the
issue. Is the present situation conducive for such a deal with Pakistan as it was in
2005 for India? The answer is “NO”. The White House Press Secretary Josh
Earnest during his daily brief off O&tober had told the reporters “The expec-
tation tha we hae is thha deal li& the one th& being discussed fiohll is not
something th& likely to come fuition net week’

One must remember that ten years ago in July 2005 the civil nuclear cooper-
ation that was explored was between the two great nations that highly value de-
mociagy. It wasrt easydr either ofthe paties The US Resident was handi-
cgpped with the section 123 tife USAtomic Enegy Act 1954 thiarestricts
nuclear trade only with countries that are signatory to the NPT and India is not.
To overcome this hutle the US enacted an India sjpe¢ihe Hyde Act 2006)
endling laisldion to pemit the Pesident to mgotiate rudear deal with India.

There were several pressing reasons for the US to go out of its way for the civil
nudear coopetion with IndiaFirstly, India needed electricaiysw for its gowing
industrieslt had beendr quite some time getiaing the lanian gs vhile the

US enacted Iran-Libya-Sanction Act 1996 was being strengthened as Iran Sanc-
tion Act 2006. The US was therefore desirous of dissuading India from Iranian
gas deal ééring in etun the fuel and tbéoology for nudear enggy. Indias

nuclear reactors were running at their half capacity since India was unable to
import nudear fuel due tolgpal sanctions thavas speaneaded ¥ the US

India wvanted US help to lift the sanctidBecondl a rudear coopetion with

India had a potential for generating employment of over 50,000 high tech ex-
petts in the USThirdly, after the 1998udear &plosions India had el en-

tered the exclusive 5-member nuclear club and the US was keen to contain India
in its rudear aglentues The US had alsealizd tha despite acquiringidear

strategic capabilities, India had shown great maturity and restrain in its nuclear
poligy. It had acted as asponsile rudear Stee haing detared \luntaly mor

aorium on testing ando-First-Use ofits rudear vegpons Fourthly, the US \anted

to check China which was emerging as a regional power in Asia and felt that India
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being an economically strong cour
try was its best bet.

It was after a prolonged deq|
bate in both the countries thq|
Indo-US 123-Agreement way|
signed and India was granted NS} |
exemption paving the way for i{
to enter into global civilian nuclea
trade. It must be remembered th3
during the process India had ta
compromise even its sovereigntshe most iresponsile manner the US econoymAnd finally, Pa-
and independence in nuclear actiV-hirdly, Pakistan jppeas a var- kistan haalso not signed the NPT
ities in the interest of its economitiungry nation and has repeatedthereby the US President is handi-
development. Indeed, soon afteshown its intention of using nuclecapped to negotiate with it any nu-
the NSG waiver India rushed tcar weapons against India even irlear deal unless another enabling
various countries seeking coopecase okimple boundsrskimish- legislation like The Hyde Act 2006
ation and purchasing nuclear fuekss Its nudear doctrine isav ori- is enacted. In such circumstances, it
for its power reactors which areented and has not adopted suclould be a not less than miracle if
now running with full gaacity peace and restrain-oriented polici¢ise US Congress, Senate or even
Undoubted},India ecanizs tha of No-First-Use (NFU) and No- general public supported any civil
it could not have been achieve&urtherTest (NFT) unlig India. nuclear deal with Pakistan.
without the US support but in re-Hence Pakistan cannot be trusted Notwithstanding it must be
turn India had to make several fias a nuclear power country intementioned that during the last visit
nancial commitments includingested in maintaining world peacaf our Prime Minister Narendra
purchase of nuclear power read-ourthly, Pakistan istahe \erge of Modi to the US the nuclear issue
tors from the US at costs severaconomic bankruptcy and cannoivas discussed in totality once again.
times higher than that for the in-afford to buy nuclear power plantfReports have appeared that the US
digenously produced. or materials without heavy subsikuclear industry is not willing to

For a similar wil nudear deal diesHence gcept the Chinese no enter Indian méets As it stands
with Pakistan the US Administraether nuclear trader will have antoday, India has not@ a sinte
tion under President Obama apbusiness interestin Pakistan. Fiftmuclear reactor during all these
pears to be not as hostile as it w&g Pakistan is @ll knavn harbin- years from the US and none is like-
under President George Bush. Thger of terrorists and possessdg to come in near future despite
path is however rough and thesmall size tactical nuclear weapotise frantic #empts fom all sides
joumey is tough on seral counts  which may fall into the hands ofThe US Ambassador to India Ri-
First and foremost, Pakistan is terorists Pakistan has #eloped chard Verma has ecenty com-
weak democracy with a stronghese battlefield weapons specifinented that the deal between In-
military hold over its policies anctally for war with India shall nevedia and the US is not going to hap-
the rudear asenalSecond) it is foreg these awrheadsSixthl, Pa- pen quickly because among other
known to have acquired technolokistars political diskalty to the US things, the insurance pool is still be-
gy of nudear vegons in the most is no secret despite the huge graritgy worked out and the international
clandestine manner through thé& has beeneceving fom Wash- convention on nuclear liability is yet
discedited scientigt.Q. Khan.Ilt ington for decadeslt is nov to be dified. Indias rudear deal
is well known that Pakistan has futurned an ayl of ChinaSeventhly, with the US appears only half suc-
ther passed on the ill-acquired teclakistan does not have any loblyessful and Pakistan is yet to qualify
nology to other countries BikLib- in the US to support its cause unas a piger. The Indo-Rk cvil nu-
ya, Iran and North Korea in com-like the Indian Diaspora that is inclear race is yet to begip.
plete disregard to the non-proliftellectually and financially strong Theauthoris apracticing lawyer and a retired

scientist formerly with Department of Atomic

eration doctrine and has acted iand is contributing substantially to Energy, BARC Mumbai.
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VIEW POINT

This is not Indian Economic Thought

The self esteem offja
people is cented
in their cultue. It is
not possible to ma
a strong Indi
without respect fo
our own cultue.
The fundamentdl

attitudes towads it
ordinary people
explainsDr Bharata
Jhunjhunwala
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ree global languages of future along with English and Chinese. His Gov-

ernment is making efforts to promote this language. Home Minister Ra-
jnath Singh has made clear that his Government is moving towards imposing a
naionwide ban on eoslaughteiThese stas ae welcomeThe selfesteem o&
people is centered in their culture. It is not possible to make a strong India with-
out respect for our own culture. But these are only the external manifestations of
our culture. The fundamental tenets of a culture depend upon its attitudes to-
wards its ordinary people. The Russian Czars had a different culture than Amer-
ican demoawy. The cental question is rether ve ae following our vn sys-
tem of governance?

The Indian system of governance was explained succinctly by Rama to Bharata
when the latter had come to visit him at Chitrakuta. Rama gave lessons on gover-
nance indrm of cetain questionsls your income ma and gpenses oth
less?our treasuy is not in the hands afmdesialde pesons?he askd.Here
“undesialde pesons”is pioxy for undeside expenditues Rewverue ependi-
tures suls as pging &er inceasing salaries to tlewgmment serants ag “unde-
sirable” while capital expenditures such as in building highways are “desirable.”
Share of revenue expenditures in total government spending has increased under
Modi while capital expenditures continue to decline. The slower rise of prices
obsewed in the ecent period is being toutegl the G@emment as a ‘fgd”
achievement. It is left unsaid though that this has come at the cost of reduced
public investment.

Rama asked Bharata, “Those earning livelihood from agriculture and animal
husbandy ae loving tavards yu?” Sut does not @gpear to be the case tgda

Rme Minister Narendra Modi has proclaimed that Hindi will be among the
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Basic ppblem ofthe arer isthe  your roti as told by you, but applyer justice! The proposed amend-
price of produce is less while cogfhee on my roti.” Such is the chaments to the Land Acquisition Act
of production is mae. Farming acter ofsevants One senior IAS are wholly designed to disempow-
has become a loss propositiorofficial working in the PMO onceer the poar The iequiement of
Fameis ae not &le to iepay déot  said to me that he was only pustconsent fom the affected &m-
because prices are low and aieg pgers! Sulc ae Modis adiis- ers is sought to be hugely diluted.
committing suicide. The solution i®rs. They will hgpily mislead the That is hardly the justice that Rama
to increase the prices of agricuPrime Minister to keep him inhad in mind, | think.
tural produce. Modi continues tagood humour so that they may be  Rama was conscious of the
tread on the UR policy of im- made Governor of some Stataeed to protect the environment.
porting food items to keep do-after retirement. Indira GandhiHe asked, “The Kosala Country
mestic prices W@ Recenty the during Emegeny andVajpaee that has large number of ponds
Government has decided to imwere misled by these pliable Seis well?” Again, “The forests
port urad daal. This will deprivevants Sonia Gandhi had adoptedvhere elephants grow are protect-
the fatmer of high pricesModi is the corect stetegy. She hadm ed by you?” Modi has no place
flaunting useless schemes as “Spiinted independent persons tdor the taditional weter hawest-
Health Cad.” The farmer will the National Advisory Council. Theng te@inologies ofthe county.
know wha fettilizers to luy But success othe URA in 2009;and His policy is to make big dams
where is the money to buy thesdailure during 2014 is attributabldjke Lakhvar Vyasi tha has been
The increase in Minimum Supporin my opinion, in part at least, tccleared recently by his Govern-
Price announced recently shoulthe efectveness ofthe NAC in  ment. Such large projects provide
not be teded as a prfarmer stp. 2009 and disbanding of the sameuge opportunities to the big
It only follows the past trend andbefore the 2014 elections companies to make profit and
does not go beyond the rate of Rama asked, “Do your judg-also destroy the environment and
inflation. How will the &imeis be es decide without being swayeculture of the county. Modis
loving towards Modi in absence oby allurements of money etc. if advisers do not want to revive the
such policies? Modi is only befoolpoor person approaches theonds because there is nothing in
ing the &mess by touting secemes Court in a dispute between riclttheir revival for them. Big dams,
like Soil Health Card and Insurancend poor?” Rama assumed that @n the other hand, provide plenty
The farmer does not lv& the was possible for the poor to apepportunities to the officials to
moneg to kuy fertilizers. So hav  proach the Court. Modi wants tomale mong on the gl Forest,of
will it help to know which fertiliz- take away this right itself from theourse, are useless for Modi. The
ers to buy? poor. The pesent position is tha Subramanian Committee has rec-
Rama asked: “Have you apan @gieved peson cangproadr ommended that 90 percent of the
pointed brave, learned, and selthe Naional GreenTribunal countys forests thado not hae
controlled persons as your advilNGT). Modi had set up a Com-dense cover be opened to cutting
sois?”Modis adises ae Gorem-  mittee under Chair of TSR Suband mining
ment Serants manning the PMO ramanian to sggst tiangs in the Modi, however, is strong on
These a “sewants’ Their world environmental laws of the councosmetic wrks Stae BIJP Guo-
view is limited to their personakry. The Committee has gpt- ernments have banned cow slaugh-
gains They cae not vha hgppens ed that the right to approach theer. Modi had obtained a heigho-
to their maste©Once an empler NGT may be removed. Insteado opportunity by doing yoga in
lost his jobHe askd his sefant the poor person should be askepublic. He is pushing the Sanskrit
to stop using ghee ooti. Yet the to appoach an Appellate Boardlanguage. The reader will note that
bottle of ghee continued to de-constituted of one retired judge obuch fringe activities do not find
plete. When ask for reason of théhe High Court and two Govern-any mention in the discourse given
same the sevant said,'Sir, you ment Oficials Instead ofludges by Rama to Bharata. There is more
have lost wur joh but | hare not now the same Government Offi-to culture than such cosmetic ac-
lost mine. | do not apply ghee ortials who are the culprit will deliviivities qq
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Central W orking Committee Meeting, Delhi
- A Brief Report by Swadeshi Samvad

Swadeshi Jagran Manch was heldnjalbiu staus of the inteaction with geemment and GEE.
Bagh, New Delhi on 1@ 11" October 2015. He enphasied tha the bdtle over GM tetinology
Shree Arun Ojha, national convener of SJM chaiwes not aight betveen Scientists and aistis It is
the two day meet. The Meeting began as usual iétween good science and bad science, he added.
garlanding of portraits of Bhartmata, Mahatma Gan- Prof. Bhagwati prakash ji spoke about econom-
dhi and Dattopant Thengadi. ic scenario and need to adopt Made-by-India. The
Sh. Arun Ojha ji in his opening remarks at tlegonony, he saidgppeas to be losing pace to meet
beginning of the meet pointed out that world wése 8-8.5% growth-target, as envisaged for the FYI6.
going though an economic crisManaers of glo- He further added: An overall decline in almost all the
bal economy continue to mislead people by recqgrerformance pametes, induding the gpwth rate,
mending same medicine that is at the root of teiports, trade-balance, exchange rate, fiscal deficit,
crisis Arun Ojha unddined the dct thathe princi- investments etc. in the first five months of the current
pled stand taken by SIJM has been vindicated. fiscal year, necessitates an effective and -timely spurt
After opening remarks by Arun Ojha reportin be given to enhance output and investments in the
from different state units was done by the convestonony, through a sl& of possilte measus
ers/ representtives of respectie stée units They '‘Make in India’ project, is search for FDI in dis-
shared with CWC members attending the meet sguise and government is rolling out a red carpet to
major events organized by their state units after Jianeign companies to set up industries in India. The
meeting held in Vijaywada. difference between “Make in India” and “Made by
Detailed discussions were held on some imphdia” is of owneship ‘Made b India’,means tha
tant issues after initial comments were made on tleegeoduct is built with Indian talent, Indian capital
issues by different leaders of SIJM in different s&sd Indian wneship It also means deloping In-
sions during the meeting dian brands and revitalising manufacturing sector
Dr. Ashwani Mahajan spekdout GM cops which can hee a nultiplier efect on the econogyn
and issues related to the BT cotton and open-field- Indian industy, be thain defnce poduction,
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Central Working Committee (CW@) of trials of BT food cops He also shad with delgaes’



solar engy or in telecomneeds
to unleash its potential and mak
policies to encourage entreprene
ship with steps like MUDRA bank
Bhagwati ji also spoke abo
Chinas presumed ddéice and cur
reng/ war. He eplained thiaChi-
na was not in pain and that cou
try was vorking under a long ter
plan. Bhagwati ji added that Indi
cannot g@in fom China planned i
pain as India is not taking rightdecision making powers duringlanning major investment push in
steps in that direction. the Prime Minister NarendraAfghanistan Y reating Taliban
We ae too obsessed withModis first trip to USA. through Rkistan any and plan-
FDI. Quoting figures Bhagwati ji Under attack in particular isning to replace India the major
said thacapital formaion is in- 3D, compulsoy license#\rt. 39.3 player so &r. SinceéAmericans plan
versely proportionate to FDI in-Of TRIPS Act etc. USA and oth-exit from the county, China is
flow in the county. Pleading téc  er western countries are now bringnoving its cads U.S also ants
no-nationalism to develop Indianing to table Non-violation com-to stop China and few days back
brands Bhagwati ji emphasized tplaint also To pressurie India, inked TRANS-RACIFIC PART-
create pre competitive consortium§/SA is using USTP list to put UNERSHIP by sealing agreement
to promote R&D on notice IP is elded toTrade with 12 Pacific Rim countries to
Other issues discussed in thi¥ark, Patent, industrial layout, Glcreae the world's lagest fee tade
CWC meet include E-commerceGopy right,Traditional knaled@, area. The deal will lower trade tar-
Solar power development; Datbiodiversity etc. iffs and help countries counter
topant Thengdi Birth anniversary ~ The fnal daft of Indias Na-  Chinas economic imfience in the
and sustainable development. tional IP Rlicy tha was leaéd a region. These countries have com-
Sh. Dhanparam Aggarwal ~ couple of days earlier is supposafined gross domestic product of
spoke about IP related issues adtfive recommended new laws fag28,136 bn on 2012 figures which
Intellectual Property Regime ~ trade secrets and utility models thg§ 409 ofthe worlds GDP Re-
Intellectual Property is nowiS dda edusity and petty jants  gional Trade Agreements nw
the mainstay of western econo=JM needs to highlight inherengperate alongside multilateral trade

mies, he said. Substantial part §8N@S in dong so agreements and account for more
their GDP; 35% in case of USAETA with Australia than half of world trade. Currently
and 39% in case d&U, comes Sh. R.Sundaram ji spokethere ae 379 RgionalTrade
from IP intensie industy. Simi- apout FTAs in general and witfi\greements as notified by the
larly India is forced to part withAustalia in paicular World Trade Oganiséon.

32-33% of its national income in Every nation in the world, big India has so far signed 10 Free
various 6rms temed FDQ and small enters into Bilateral anfiradeAgreements and &feren-

USA and western countriesFree Trade Agreementshe said. tialTradeAgreements and is in the
are forcing us to further amend oumdia is also doing the sanfe process of negotiating 18 Free
IP Lavs Our IP Lavs a8 WTO  protect and further the political, TradeAgreement¢Economic Sur
compliant gt we ae being an  security and economic interest thigey 13-14 pge 133.) erformance
twisted to yield what is callechas become a necestitig in this of Indian RgionalTradeAgree-
TRIPS + concessionBeing ery  context the situation has been anahents; India signed most of its
poor bargainers we get nothing igsed. China our main challenger h&greements after 2006. First, Indi-
retum. We hae aleagy compo- been ggessie inTrade Rcts and an exports to its RTA and its non
mised our sovereign rights by adavestment and through that gain&®TA partner countries have grown
cepted a joint working group withpolitical stength For exkample itis & the sameate since 200@ndias
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exports to RTA partners increasedomestic marfacturing Leading National conference ( Rash-
by 21% year on year quite the sanhedian industry voices like L & Ttriya Sammelan) of SIM to be held
as @ports to non RA patners. Chaiman Naik wants FRAs olled in Jodhpur in December was also
Therefore Indias epornt sumge back saying that the world is frediscussed in detail in the CWC
could be attributed more to the dibut trade détit is one \ay. Vé ae meeting It was estimizd thd
versificaion of Indias export bas- exporting jobs and not creatingaround 1500 delegates will partic-
ket - both in tems of destinion  jobs within the counyr Though ipate in the 3-day Sammelan.
and poduct mixand lesstoFRAs  TradeAgreements arineitable in Sh. Arun ojha ji declared
After coming d&ct ofIndias  today’s contet the isting gree- names of the persons who will be
trade pacts withASEAN, Jjpan ments must be thoroughly re-members of different committees
and Korea, trade deficit with thesegiewed and future agreement® help smooth conduction of the
countries has ineased disticall.  carefully negotiated in consultatiododhpur Sammelan.
While the trade deficit withwith all stake holders so that thq.hese include:
ASEAN from $7.6bn in FY10 to country gains overall. Sanchalan samiti, Prastav

zgigz Itr:) F$\((5 é%nlt\;;;:e?ass:nfrgr%ustainable Development samiti and/yvastha samiti etc

' ' . Referring to the lecture deliv- Resolutions will be moved on
from $2.2bn to_ $8.9bn \.N'th Southered by Prime Minister Narendrdour issues 1. Made-by-India, IP
Korea. Accordmg't_o A:_;lan Devel;Modi in UN general assembly Shissues: education and sustainable
Op’T‘e”t B,ank,_utlllsatlon rate O'kashmiri Lal ji reminded that In-development.
Indias FTAs \aries betaen 5 and . dia has done unparalleled work in  Sanchalan Samiti and Prastav
25_per cent (one of the onvest "Mhis direction. Kashmiri Lal cited &Samiti will meet on 24th Decem-
Asia). One of the reason is ther?eseacrh report of Yale Unversity ber @ 11AM in bdhput
.COUId be numerous standards, SqKat is says environmental damage Rashtriya Parishad will meet
g\agtgzd pabrtollsnilglr;[?ri??;vsoﬁ Ofwas accelerated after 1750. Tre#¢ 3 PM same day same place. It
FTAS w?th A?SEAN Fpan and report further says that 50% of thisvas decided that re_soll_Jtions will
Korea has been tha{t they will facilqlamage happened in last 25 yedrs passed on following important
: . only and 63% of it was caused bigsues in the Rashtriya Sammelan.
|tat_e c_heaper !mports of raw maj'ust 90 MNCs Made by India; Intellectual
terialsintermediaries an_d aand He further added that perProperty Regime; Sustainable
components and help Improve th%apita emission levels are arourgfowth and Education.
competiveness ofhe Indi&s man- 5 o5 155 in India while as that of  After every key note presen-
ufacturing exports which has noj;gp jt is 20 ton€Exposing dou- tation on specific subject there was
heppenedintemal studies s@gst e standats of these MNG  a lvely and inbrmative discussion.
that India has not benefitted mucty shmiri Lal ji said that while onOne session was kept for ‘Mukta
from many FTAs and Investment,ne hand they pollute environmenichintan * or agenda free discus-
pacts The ofsetting @ins &pect- o the other hand they also fundion where participants were free
ed in serices gports and higher sponsoed NGO to mise hue and g raise any issue of their choice.

investment have not mate_rialized;ry on petty environmental issue in
Trade greements he benefted order to divert attention of peo-Future Events

regional manufacturing procespie fom serious orein vhich they -~ Dattopant Thengadi Memorial
which many experts say have umre involved. He asked delegates Lecture — T0November 2015.
demined Indi& atempt to evive  to contact experts of environmen: Akhil Bhaetiya Vichar Valy
marufacturing Various dpar- tal protection along with activists Baithak — 25November 2015
ment of commerce are carryingn their respective states to promote from 10 am — 4 pnt &lagpur.
outimpact assessment studies and propagate Indian Model of Babu Genu Balidan Divas —
present government is very seriousistainable development that en- December 12, 2015.

about reviving domestic manufacsures improvement in lifestyle of ~ Meeting Concludes with a call
turing and it is to be understoodhe people, but causes minimurt® strengthen organization vertically
that FTAs are no substitute forham to ewvironment. & horizontaly. qq
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National Swadeshi Mela
Dwarka, New Delhi

grocery products, small toys and
other daily utilities etc. Artisans
from Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh,
Gujarat, Jammu and Kashmir,
Chhaisgarh, Odisha,Tamil Nadu
and Madhya Pradesh made the dis-
play of their products, along with
some government agencies and
private goups putting their stalls
Carpés from Kashmir to intricate
zari work of Rajasthan and deco-
rative pieces from Guijarat, the mela
has a lot to offer by artists who have
: i 461 gdhered flom various stes
Good dlsply,celé)ratlon and platform for swadeshl pmducts The last day saw closing cere-
show of Swadeshi products, culwhich are largely made by smathony of the Mela in the auspicious
ture and values was the high pointommunity groups, handicraftpresence of Smt. Kiran Chopra
of three dayNational Swadeshi societylocal tribal commmities (Editor in Chief, Punjab Kesari).
Mela” organised by Swadeshi Jand other people with less capithe mde the tour of the ground
gran Manch (SJM) at Sector-But with had lebour and griety  and praised the presence of differ-
Dwarka in CCRT ground. The The swadeshi fair was aimednt varieties of stalls in the Mela and
event drew large number ofto promote country made prod-congratulated SIJM for organizing
crowds from all across Delhi in-ucts from cottage industries, smadluch an event in a proper manner
cluding some prominent peoplescale industries, community groupsith huge public participation.
from the societintelligentsiapub- and societies and other related sec- The event also witnessed fe-
lic life and politics tors. The Meladdured aound 100 licitation of many individuals and
SJM is organizing “Swadeslstalls on subjects like food angroups who have achieved the suc-
Melas” all across the country tdealth, clothing, handmade woodeess in their production and work
bring awareness, popularity anen work, handloom, handicraftswith less capital and resourqe.
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NATIONAL
N Rabid anti-BJP elements returning awards N

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley hit out at those creative personalities returning awards terming them as
“rabid anti-BJP elements” and said some of them had gone to Varanasi to campaign against Narendra
Modi in the last general elections. “Those returning awards are playing politics by other means. They are
rabid anti-BJP elements,” Jaitley, who also holds charge of the Information and Broadcasting Ministry, told
reporters while replying to a question on the returning of awards by writers and film-makers.

Stating that space of the Left has reduced, he claimed that those returning awards were in a way
electioneering against the BJP in Bihar polls. Rejecting the charge that an atmosphere of intolerance was
prevailing in the country, he said there was normalcy in the country and there was no atmosphere (of
intolerance) for which the central government was responsible. He condemned all the incidents being
dubbed as examples of intolerance and called for strict action against those responsible for it. The union
minister, however, said there was a disproportionate political reaction to the incidents taking place in the
country. q

India offers Africa $10 bn sof tloan the burden of many”, asserted Prime Minister Naren-

India has offered a concessional credit of Ué’t')a Modi who had earlier invited African countries
10 billion to Africa over the next five years and'@Join an alliance of solar-rich nations that he would
grant assistance of USD 600 million even as Pr gounce on November 30 ‘P?lt erucial C“mate Sum-
Minister Narendra Modi made a strong pitch fmlt in Raris Both India andAfrica also decided to
deeper ties in key areas of counter-terrorism, clinfiigance cooperation and coordination in finalizing an
chang and UN eforms “ambitious and comprehensive” climate change agree-

Addressing the inaugural session of the 3rd ent during the forthcoming Conference of Parties
dia-Africa Brum Summit (IAFS) describing it as é@:OPZD negotiations in Paris even as it stressed that

“meeting of dreams of the one-third humanity u eveloping countries need to be “assisted” to miti-

der one 0of”, Modi said the heabed of 1.25 bil- gatefgmzte fha”_ge' <o said that the United

lion Indians and 1.25 billion Africans is in rhythm and ﬁ Ie;cfaratl_on _aso“sal that the #_nl_te Na-
the partnership was “beyond strategic concerns 4ngs N (?,u unction na transpare_n_t, efficient and
economic beni&” Admitting tha thele ae times effective” manner while the composition of the cen-
when India has not done as well as they have Wangdorgans must reflect “contemporary realities” in

and not fulfilled commitments as quickly as it shomf?lrc?ler to work towards the 2030 agenda for sustain-
e development and tackle challenges and threats

have, he said the country will raise the level of its _ : . .
port for the vision of a prosperous, integrated a ging from security environment to climate change.

united Africa that was a major partner for the worldg g\t pans import of human embryo
“To adl stength to our pamership India will

offer concessional credit of USD 10 billion over the 1N€ govemment has banned the import of hu-
next five yeas. This will be in adition to our ong- Man embyo. The mae assumes sigodnce in the

ing cedit ppgamme” the Prime Minister announcedPackdrop Cf‘f concerns being raised over commercial
Stressing the need for UN Security Council %1-“0939/- Import policy of the |t‘em I,—|um§1n
forms he noted thzhe vorld was undegoing polit- EmMPryo’...has been changed from ‘free’ subject to a

ical, economic, and technological and security traht§- Objection Certificate’ from Indian Council of

- purposes based on the guidelines of the Department
Carry out mitigation measures of Health Rseath,” Director Geneal of Foreign

Ahead of the crucial climate change summitlifide has said in a nitifion daed October 26.
Paris, India and Africa urged developed nations to The government told the Supreme Court that
undertake “ambitious” mitigation measures to redd@geigners cannot rent a womb in India. Surrogacy
carbon emissions and “honor” their commitment §€Vices wuld ony be aaildle for Indian couplest
providing fnancial esouces and témology to de- had said in an affidavit filed before the apex court.
veloping countrie$Excess offew cannot become The government toltthe court that it decided to pro-
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B Economic cement s to India-Africa ties ]

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj engaged with African
leaders on a one-to-one basis, giving a personal touch to the Indo-African relationship. Both Modi and
Swaraj made a record of sorts as they held back-to-back bilateral meetings with their African counterparts
on day three of the 3rd India-Africa Forum Summit. While Swaraj met nearly a dozen Foreign Ministers,
Modi met 19 Heads of States from Africa, including chairperson of African Union Commission. The talks
with African leaders largely focused on enhancing trade and investment. India utilised meetings with
Nigeria and Tongo to seek early release of 16 Indians detained there. Eleven Indians are languishing in
Nigeria while five are detained in Tongo on allegations of piracy. During his meeting with Muhammadu
Buhari, President of Nigeria, Modi made a personal request for expediting the judicial process and early
release of these Indians. Similarly, Swaraj raised the matter of five Indians detained in Togo with her
counterpart Robert Dussey. g

hibit the import of human embryo for the purposdrops contained. The regulator is “concerned” over

of commecial surogag for foreignes. the deitient telecom seices in the countrand will
. carry out further road tests in Delhi and Mumbai as
Call compensation rules stay well as other cities to check network coverage of

Telecom eguldor Trai has agld mobile seice mobile companies
providers to rety their systems to compensate con- ) , )
sumers for call drops from January 1. And in the meanGYPt t0 extradite Indian prisoners
time, it has expressed its willingness to examine the is-As a @odwill gestue, Egypt has decided tae
sues aised ® them.”| have made itery dear It's a tradite two long-tem Indian prisonerto IndiaThey
valid regulation. Neither overturned by a competérid been in prisomif 22 and 16eas respectiely.
authority nor anmlled, modified or cancelledhe “Diplomacy in action. As goodwill gesture Prez Sisi
operators must take steps to prepare themselvegiie PM thaEgypt will etradite tvo long-tem In-
implement thi$ Trai Chaiman R S Shawa told e-  dian prisones. They had been in prisonrf22 & 16
porters. The Telecom Bguldory Authority of India  yeas. W had sought theietum underTransér of
had already held a meeting with telecom operatorsentenced Persons Agreement in December 2014”,
implementation of call drop compensation rules aagternal Affairs ministry spokesperson tweeted on
steps talen ty them to impove quality ofsevice  Thursda.
According to the guidelines, telecom operators will have
to compensate consumers Re 1 for every call drop West Bengal starvation deaths

that occurs due to fault in their network, which is lim-  North Benghtea gardens have witnessed a num-
ited to a maxiom of Rs 3 a daper consumer  per of stawation dezhs in the past one month or so
Telecom opetors hae questionedrais juris-  The |ast such deaths occurred when two more work-
diction to impose such rules on them and techniggl perished atiedly on account oprolonged stava-
feasibility of its impleemtation. tion-induced illness, sources said. Most of the deaths
were reported from a tea garden at Bagrakote of
Name & shame telcos for call drops Malbazar sub-division in Jalpaiguri district. The tea gar-
Telecomeguldor Trai has decided to name an@len was lying closed for the past several months threat-
shame mobile operators who are offering deficigfing the Vielihood of several hunded vorkers.
sewices tharesult in call @ps and poor netwk While the total namber ofstavation deshs e-
connectionsThe eguldor has also asHl sulking corded in the past 40 days was 11, locals said more
mobile operators to start preparations for payipgople had died on accounilbfessLast yar dout
penalty on call dps fom the Nev Year a meas@r one hundred tea garden workers had perished due to
that telecom companies are opposing tooth and madwvaion in North Bengl. The bigyer iony was
Trai dief R S Shama met the CEOs ahobile however that the deaths were reported at a time when
companies — who have been demanding a rollbackoremment-sponsed bod-festval ‘Ahare Bang-
of the penalty clause — and told them that mobide was being celebrated in Kolkata reportedly to pro-
sewvices need to be ingyed and the menace cdll mote \arious kinds ofocaldelicacies qq
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INTERNATIONAL
I \usharraf admit s fanning terror I

In deeply embarrassing remarks for Pakistan, former president Pervez Musharraf has acknowledged
that his country supported and trained terror groups like the LeT in 1990s for fanning militancy in Kashmir.
The 72-year-old former military ruler also asserted that terror leaders like Osama bin Laden and Ayman
al-Zawahiri were Pakistan’s “heroes” but later became “villains”.

“In 1990s the freedom struggle began in Kashmir...At that time Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and 11 or 12
other organisations were formed. We supported them and trained them as they were fighting in Kashmir at
the cost of their lives,” Musharraf said in a recent interview to Dunya News.

The former army chief’'s remarks came while responding to a question about demand for action against
LeT's Hafiz Saeed and Zakiur Rehman Lakhvi. He said Saeed and Lakhvi-type people enjoyed the status of
heroes at that time.

“The Kashmiri freedom fighters including Hafiz Saeed and Lakhvi were our heroes at that time. Later
on the religious militancy turned into terrorism. Now they (referring to militants in Pakistan) are killing their
own people here and this should be controlled and stopped,” he said. Asked whether Saeed and Lakhvi
should also be “controlled and stopped”. Musharraf said, “No comments.” Musharraf said that “religious
militancy” was started by Pakistan which brought militants from all over the world to fight against Soviet
forces. He said in 1979 Pakistan was in favour of religious militancy. “We trained Taliban and sent them to
fight against Russia. Taliban, Haggani, Osama Bin Laden and Zawahiri were our heroes then. Later they
became villains,” he said, adding that people need to understand the whole environment at that time. q

UK rejects new ‘mega mosque’ plan to H-1B visas - popular with Indian IT professionals
The UK government has rejected plans by »ANd favars talented foreign students staying in the

Islamic group to build a new 290,000-square-ch)§ after completing their studies and working in the

“mega mosque” in east London, citing”conflict” witt'corValley.

e - “l am in favour of people coming into this coun-
authoritieslocal plansdr the boough. Talighi s :
Jamad#is mosque with 19@dt minaets near the try legally. And you know what?They can Iree it ary-

Olympic Park would have accommodated up V[V% w‘ém{'t' YOL:J g:: CC:IIII iltt ;ﬁtﬁ?}ou C:nv\acr?':’l’ it
9,300 worshippers in two main gender-segrega\?ec}( peimits yo gy ;

: rump said paicipaing in the thid Repuldican pes-
prayer halls and a further 2,000 in a separate halll. ential debate.

The Department for Communities and Loca 69-yearold Trump who accading to the Iest

Government (DCL.G) has_di_smissed appeals a}ga{f@EINeN York Times poll has lost hisofitrunner
the efusal ofplanning pemission ér the mosque in status, was asked if he was in favour of H-1Bs or if

Newham aea of the city A DCLG spolespeson e vas opposed to themitump vas joined Y For-

said: “The decision was based on concerns tha§ya-genator Marco Rubio - despite their past differ-
clude local housing provision and conflict with the,ce on the issue in particular H-1B visas who said
councik local plandr the boough.The poject po- ¢ he supports legal migration that attracts the best
posed b Tabighi amaa- refered to ly a mmber  of the talented people from across the world. They
of names such as Abbey Mills Markaz, Londggme fom another coungrand thgre immeditly

Markaz, Masjid-e-llyas or the Riverine Centre - Wafgt out, he agued.The Nav York-basedeal este

rejected by the local Newham Council back in Qgeoon had proposed to raise the minimum wage for
cember, 2012, with councillors Saying the bUIIdIng YWaSH-1B visas, Saying such a move would force com-
too lage and wuld ham their plansdr a mied- panies to give IT jobs to unemployed Americans and

use neighbourhoodabighi &maahad @pealed, not cheaper workers from oveseincluding India.
taking the application to a three-week public inquiry

last yar No anti-China block in the making

Trumbp favours ret ainina foreiant alent The US has said there is no anti-China grouping
P g 9 in the works as its recent military manoeuvres in South

Republican presidential hopeful and real esigifina Sea against Chinese maritime territorial claims
tycoon Donaldlrump has said heaw not opposed has gained support from several countries in the re-
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Inter national

I China plans to double size of economy N

China’s leaders affirmed plans to double the size of the country’s economy by 2020 from 2010 levels,
a goal that sets up a potential clash with efforts to nurture more self-sustaining growth. Communist Party
leaders are struggling with conflicting goals of pushing ahead a painful economic restructuring and pre-
venting growth that declined to a six-year low of 6.9 percent last quarter from falling too low, leading to
potential job losses and unrest.

In a statement carried by the official Xinhua News Agency, party leaders affirmed plans to develop a
consumer economy and promote technology to replace a worn-out model based on trade and invest-
ment. It gave no annual growth target. But doubling the size of the economy in one decade would require
annual growth to average 7 percent. That is in line with previous party promises but higher than forecasts
by the International Monetary Fund and private sector analysts, who expect growth to slow to 6 percent or
lower by 2017. Economists warned in advance that enforcing high growth targets could require Beijing to
resort to stimulus spending or other government intervention. q

gion. “No,” Stde Depattment Pess Seetay bhn With the promulgation of the Constitution on
Kirby said when asked if there is an anti-China bl&dptember 20, it was required to elect a new Presi-
forming in viev of the ecent deelopments in South dent within a month of the commencement of the
China Sea given the fact that several countries areRBagtament session. In her first public statement as the
porting its move. President, Bhandari said the new Constitution would
The Asia Pacific rebalance that the US continusrk for Nepals saverignty and ingeendence dur
to pursue and the security aspects that it continueggoher tenure. She said the charter promulgated from
obseve in theAsia Rcifc region ae not aimedgainst  the Constituent Assembly last month would protect

or for ary one n#on.“It's dout peseving our wn  sovereigntyindegpendence and tétorial inteyrity.
national security interests in that part of the world, .
the national security interests of our allies and part- PAK ahmadis to boycott polls

ness,” he saidFive out of seren of USS tredy alli- ~ paistars minorityAhmadi commnity has de-

House reiterated that its military operation in Soythnore and other districts of Punjab province to pro-
China is in accdance with intertional lav.

aound the pbe” White House Dputy Pess Seer

tary Eric Schultz said. tions, starting October 31, and being held in different

phases after some eight years, Salimuddin, a spokes-

Bidya devi is Nepal's 1st woman prez man of the organisation, said in a statement here.
Communist leader Bidva Devi Bhandari “The separate voter lists for Ahmadis only on
was elected as pals frst V\oma)r: Pesidentweeks religious grounds is discriminatory and against the

: o spirit of joint electastes” he said andkeressed sur
fter n landmark n n th ) . . L
after it adopted a new landmark Constitution t a[f that Muslims, Sikhs, Hindu, Jews and Christians

declared the country a secular State. 54-year-old . _ .
dari, the Vice-president of CPN-UML and widof/© all included in one electoral roll and only Ahmadis

of late general secretary of the party Madan Bhaf{igregistered in a separate list. JA has also written to
fi, secured 327 votes against 214 votes of her HRgIElection Commission of Pakistan that such dis-
vetean Nepali Congess leadertd Bahadur Gung ~ Cfimination not only makes them vulnerable to target
“l announce that Bidya Devi Bhandari has been el&#ings but is also a burden on their conscience to
ed to the post oNepals president, Spea&r Onsari Vote on condition of denying to be the followers of
Ghatti Magar saidto loud tiees from lavmalers. Prophet Muhammad, the statement said. _

She succeeds incumbeatrRBaan Yada who was “Ahmadis hee to sign a déaetion shaving their
elected as the couyitrfirst Pesident in 2008 afterdisassociation with the Holy Prophet for registering
Nepal was declared a Republic following the abtiiemselves as a voter in it. This is something that no
tion of a 240-garold monachy. Ahmadi will acqd,” Salinuddin said. qq
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WTO

India, Africaalignon WT O issues issueFor a pemanent solution to theéd security
India and Afria say that the two partners ar'@sue, India had proposed either amending the for-

aligned on the outstanding issues at WTO and ar@ﬂ{a t(_) calculate the food subsidy cap of 10 per cent
favour of multilaeral trading systems which is based on the reference price of 1986-88 or

“The WTO Ministerial scheduled for Decerr@//OVing sub shemes outside the miaw of subsi-

ber in Nairobi will be held for the first time in AfricsY ¢®S If no solution isdund ly the greed dead-
where we will be looking for outcomes that will ine of December 31, the peace clause will continue

of inteest to both India andifrica;’ Minister ofIn- tilthe time a solution is found.
dustry and Commerce, Zimbabwe, Mike Bimha sajg/T0 to support better public health

briefing reporters after the 4th India-AfricBrade

Ministers’ meeting on the eve of the 3rd India-Africa ., )
Forum Summit in N& Delhi on October 29. Fectual Ropety andTRIPS 820" & theWTO'’s head-

Union Commeze & Industy Minister Nimala quarters on 28 October 2015, Director-General Rob-

Sitharaman said that a round table was also helde&c}_Azevedo er:!ohaﬁized tlhat the TRI.Pﬁ (tride-re-
lier in the day to discuss the outstanding issues a{atWQ aspects of intellectua p_rope_zrty N9 _ts) gree-
WTO, induding India long—held position on thement can be part of the solution in tackling public

nation's food security poljcespeciafithe minimm  nealth ballengs in deeloping countries _
suppot prices-based gcuement fom famess. He also recognized that enhanced cooperation
At the Bali Ministerial in 2013 tdifrica and and dialgue betwen thaNTO, the World Intellec-

India had united in seeking an interim mechanism#! Popety Organizéion (WIPO) and thé\orld
sakguading mininum suppot prices to &mers Healt_h Organization (WHO) is a vital contribution to
aginstWTO caps till a pemanent solution iméind creating a stronger and more stable glol_JaI f_ramework
and adoptedndias concar is tha even though the th& helps people lead better and healthees i

interim mebanism has becomedale indeinitely, Pakist an ratifies TE A

the WTO has not made enough progress in finding a
solution to the issue ahead of the Naivibisterial.

Opening a symposium on “Public Health, Intel-

Pakistan hastified theWTO's nev Trade -
cilitation Agreement (TK), making it the 518WTO
Permanent solution to food security issue member to do scAmbassador 8y Taugir Shah

Prime Minister Narendra Modi pitched for gresented &kistais instument ofaccetance to Di-
pemanent solution to thedd security andydcul- €CtorGeneal Roberto Azevédo on 27 October
ture subsidy issues at the Nairobi WTO meet, to@nduded athe WTO's 2013 Bali Ministerial Con-
held lger this gar ference the TFA contains pvisions or expediting

While addressing the inaugural ceremony of ti@ movement, release and clearance of goods, in-
third India-Africa Brum Summithe said India and cluding goods in transit.

Africa also seek dobal tading egime thaseves It also sets out measures for effective coopera-
development gals and immves tade pospects  tion between customs and other appropriate author-

“When we meet at Nairobi Ministerial of th#ies on trade facilitation and customs compliance is-
WTO in December, we must ensure that the Dofgeslt further contains jpwisions ér tedinical assis-
Development Agenda of 2001 is not closed withdance and @acity liilding in this &a.The TFA will
adieving these fundamental objeesl’ he said her enter into force once two-thirds of the WTO mem-

“We should also hieve a pemanent solution beiship hasdrmally accpted theAgreement.
on public stock-holding for food security and special L ) ) )
safeguard mechanism in agriculture for the developKraine files dispute against Russia
ing countries he said. Ukraine notified the WTO Secretariat on 21

The WTO’s Geneal Councilthe highest deci- October 2015 that it has initiated WTO dispute pro-
sion making body of the organisation, had accepteddings against Russia regarding measures affecting
Indias demanddr extending the peacéaase till a the importation of railway equipment and parts into
pemanent solution i®find br its bod sto&piling Russia. aq
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