Rs 15/-, Page-40

swadeshi

JANUARY 2016

Vol-21, No. 1

Pushya-Magha 2072 January 2016

EDITOR
Aje y Bhar ti

PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY:
Ishwardas Mahajan on behalf of Swadeshi
Jagaran Samiti, 'Dharmakshetra’, Sector-8,
R.K. Puram, New Delhi-22,

COVER & PAGE DESIGNING
Sudama Bhardwaj

EDITORIAL OFFICE
‘Dharmakshetra’ Sector-8, Babu Genu Marg.
R.K. Puram, N. D.-22
E-MAIL : swadeshipatrika@rediffmail.com

WEBSITE : www.swadeshionline.in

LETTERS 4

NEWS

COVER ARTICLE 6

Spurn western
model of flawed
lifestyle based on

unconstrained

consumption:

SIM

1 Cover Page

N

Cover Inside Page

15 VIEWPOINT
Manage water resources
........................................................................ Anil Javalekar

18 ANALYSIS
Risk-taking Modi paves for faster growth; may bring peace in S Asia
......................................................................... Shivaji Sarkar

20 RECOLLECTION
Early years of Swadeshi Jagaran Manch
.................................................................. Ravindra Mahajan

5 FOCUS
Road After Nairobi
............................................................. Dr. Ashwani Mahajan

'

N
~
w0
U
o
_|
—
()
T
_|

......................................................................... S. Gurumurthy

30 SCRUTINY
No one gives a damn for farmers

................................................................... Devinder Sharma

32  OPINION
Siphoning off rural savings to urban areas
............................................................. Bharat Jhunjhunwala

39 Back Inside Cover
40 Back Cover



(E Letters

Ecological Farming

The article "Increasing wholesome food production.." byBlanwar
Dan Bithu is a timely reminder of the imperative of ecological method
farming, which also assumes a special significance against the backg
of the UN's RO declaring the year 2015 as the "InternatioYir of
Soils". The oganization's DkGen MrJose Graziano De Silva had rightl
observed that the key to food security lay not in imased food
production(through "big" ways) but through "sustainable farming", wk
stressing the fact that soil health is the key to climate ch&arfgediversity!

The prevailing agricultural paradigm engendered by the much-va
ed Green Revolution is heavily based on costly external inputs, whig

far removed from our glorious cow-bull-neem-plough-based one, whighyr tradition. We must have

is pushing our farmers into a debt or rather a death Arap.to Govt.

figures, more than 3 lakh farmers have ended their lives after adoptin
industrial pattern(esp. after the failure of Bt Cotton seeds) which is in
ently violent to the eco-system. Most regrettalypse have been instru

mental in promoting or advocating such systems are being celebratgd as
heroes out in the service of humankind! Natural farming has been|dis-
missed as a "romantic" idee fixe incapable of meeting rising food demands,

though on the contrary it would be highly instructive and humblin
study the phenomenal success-story of Cuba's conscious transfor
to a local organic farming nation in response to a grave economic (
around the same time as India faced, in 1990!!

Chemical fertilizers release N20(Nitrous Oxide aka Laughing G
which is 300 times more polluting than Co2, besides reducing the

fertility - this when it takes 500 years to form an inch(2.5 cms) of fertile

top soil' The pesticides, tractors, hybrid and worse the GM seeds al
devastating our soils and beings innocently dependent \feitan't con-
tinue like this with our head buried in the sand like an ostrich delud
ourselves that we are achieving progress on other fronts, for as the

Chief Seattle had said: "®\o not inherit the earth from our ancestors hut

borrow it from our children"
— Chintamani Venkata Krishna Manoj, Hyderabad €larana)
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Quote-Unquote

"What is a life time ad-
swenture for you is a daily
‘qoutine for us”

Indian Army
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Alll can say is that no flag can
be levelled equal to the national
flag. The national flag would be
respected. That's our endeav-

our.

Dr. Nirmal Sing
J&K Deputy C
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“Everybody’s worried about
stopping terrorism.Well, there’s
a really easy way: stop partic-
ipating init.”
the views
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Avram Noam Choms
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Control Pollution, Don't P oliticise it

"One of the tests of leadership is the ability to
recognize a problem before it becomes an emergency."
— (Arnold H. Glasow)

Delhi, the national capital, is one of the most polluted cities in the world. There is now enough
of evidence to prove that pollution raises the cost of living and also adds to the health risks by increasing
the incidence of cardiovascular disease, hypertension, diabetes, respiratory diseases and lung cancer
Bad air also affects growth of lungs in children and aggravates sufferings of the elderly people. The
odd-even formula being tried by the Delhi government after The Supreme Court of India recognised
the gravity of the problem and while deliberating necessary remedial measures asked the Union of
India and the state governments to accelerate priority measures to cut toxic vehicular emissions and
air pollution may have become subject of controvansy it has surely helped attract the attention
of people at large towards the momentous issue and also in stressing inevitability of their participation
in making any meaningful effort in controlling pollution. Supreme Court has also acknowledged that
Air Pollution is a serious conce¥ilith Severe Public Health Consequences. It has in the meantime
banned the sale of diesel SUVs Alpril 2016. It is not just the number of vehicles only that is
complicating the problem of pollution. But the vehicular pollution is the most visible form, hence
attracts attention in similar proportioviehicles on roads, besides contributing to pollution, cause
tremendous hardships for all sections of society including those who drive these vehicles. Not only
has average travel time in Delhi increased manifold for even shorter distances, uncertainty of reaching
destinations has multiplied and is also intense. Time taken at crossings is also increasing. Besides
traffic signals, there are several bottle necks created due to faulty design of flyovers and traffic
advisories that add to the chadB.this has given rise to social problems also. Road rage is on rise
that has at occasions resulted into serious crime like killings on minor provocations. The state and
central governments are making noises but haven't yet come up with a concrete action plan. Studies
show that installation of Metro has substantially lowered levels of carbon monoxide and nitrogen
dioxide. This reduction has been almost 30% (assessed by a monitoring station in the vicinity of
ITO) and was probably due to reduction in vehicular traffic because of availability of the Metro for
the commuters as an convenient alternative. Problems of Delhi are further complicated by a "toxic
blend of geographygrowth, poor engy sources and unfavourable weather that boosts its
dangerously high levels of air pollution”. The experts hence recommend all-round solutions instead
of just focusing on vehicular pollution.

It seems that almost everybody is aware of the gravity of the circumstances. But still the solution
is not in sight. Those in charge are still not in mood to tackle the situation with the seriousness it
deserves. Response to steps like odd-even formula is clear indication of the fact that political leaders
are interested more in politicisation of the issue instead of solving the pratleshus need to
realise, before it is too late, that some drastic measures are required to be taken to put the worsening
situation under control. The most important aspect is to improve public transport system substantially
Commuters who use public transport already find the buses and metros overcrowded. Our public
transport system is not capable of catering to an extra lot. That needs to be looked into and made
readily available to the public in off route locations also besides ensuring convenience & affordability
at the same time. Next logical step will be to put curbs on number of vehicles on road permanently
In short using private transport must be exceptional. Traffic police needs to be strengthened and
trained professionally to handle emerging situation. Officers also need to be made responsible and
accountable in a transparent wagchnology can come handy in these situatidiisof us will
have to face a little difficulty in the beginning. It is going to really tiresome for the public. Our generous
population is so used to speeding off in individual cars that it will be a little difficult to curb their
longing for private rides even if it is to safeguard their own good health. But we will have to do it for
our own future generations. It may be a harsh remaatysurely is better one.
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Spurn western model of flawed
lifestyle based on unconstrained

Sustainabl
Development is th
need of the hour |
to revive time teste

and well establishe
Swadeshi Model t
prevent immine
environmenta
catastophe: SIM

consumption: SJM

12" National Convention of SJM concluded with a clarion call to the world
leaders to prevent annihilation of human race and planet earth by rejecting the
consumption intensive western model of development that has brought the en-
tire world to edge in just 160 years of its existence.

Not only India but the whole world needs to shift back to sustainable devel-
opment model which is not possible without sustainable pattern of consumption
and life style the speakers urged in the convention.

Sustainable development was the theme"dfldtdonal Convention held
in the Sun City of Jodhpur, Rajasthan frofR2Z5% December 2015.

Hanvant Aadarsh Vidyalya, Lal Sagar Jodhpur, the heritage site, came to life
with moe than 1500 dejdes fom all awer India #endingA siz@le rumber
of women delegates, about 30 percent of them all, were a welcome highlight.
Young delgaes both male &émale also picipded in fily lage rumbes.

Jodhpur unit of SJIM had made elaborate arrangements for smooth, suc-
cessful, expedient and comfortable conduction of the National Convention. The
most important highlight of their planning was to keep the entire event polythene
free and clean as an extension of Swach Bharat Campaign.

This was easier said than done. But the organisers stuck to the decision and
all the delegates were more than happy to share their part of the responsibility to
ensure its effective implementation.

The convention was inaugurated oh RBcember at 11.00 A.M. Swami
Mahesharanand Mahay of JadanAshram and Chiefsuest Dr R.K. Tyayi,
Ex-chairman of HAL along with N&onal Cowenor of SJIM ShArun Ojha ji lit
the lamp and paid obeisance in front of portrait of Bharat Mata. Rashtriya San-
gahak ShKashmiri Lal jiNational Co-comenos ShSaoj Mitra, Dr. Bhagweti
Prakash Shara, Prof. B.M. Kumaswami, Sh.R. Sundaam and DrAshwani

SADESTRATRIKA



COVER ST ORY

Resoluti
Pull Agriculture, Investment and IPR out of WT O

The manner in which developed countries dismissed the interests of developing nations, in|the just
concluded ministerial level meeting of WTO held in Nairobi (Kenya), by not reaffirming the Doha Deyelop-
mentAgenda inWTO, has made it explicitly clear that developed countries are not ready to heed to the
genuine concerns of developing countries by reducing huge agriculture subsidies, which they prpvide to
distort prices. Their dilly dally approach to correct the faulty and twisting formula of calculating slibsidy
provided by developing countries to ensure food security and their effort to link genuinely needed|Special
Safeguard Measures (SSM) to market access for their products, has made it clear that though,| previous
agreements reached at WTO have been harming the interests of developing countries, particularly Bharat;
developed countries are not ready to address legitimate issues impacting their development.

As a result of flooding of our markets by the subsidised imported agricultural products Bhartiya farm-
ers are not getting remunerative prices for their produce and agriculture has become a loss makingy activity
We have to struggle to ensure food security of poor Indian population. Union commerce Minister @lso has
expressed her disappointment on the failure of forward movement of Doha Development Round.

This is an open fact that at the time of formation of WTO, developed countries forced Mairakesh
agreement on developing countries against their wishes and interests. By inserting agriculture, inJestment,
patents and services into the agreements- a discriminatory mechanism was created that favoured fich coun-
tries and was against poor developing countries. In the name of ‘TRIPS’ developing countries likg India,
were intimidated to change their patent laws to facilitate MNCs from developed countries, earn efpormous
royalty. That time, though it was conceded that essential medicines may get castli@s agued tha
farmers would get benefitted as they may export their produce to developed countries. But taking p U-turn
developed rich countries, instead of reducing agricultural subsidies, increased them manifold, in th¢ garb of
green box. Double standard of developed nations is explicitly seen, as they themselves did not requce their
subsidies, instead they raised objection against India for procuring food grains directly from farmergd, stating
that Indias subsidies exceed the limit (based on faulty and twisted formula).

Medicines manufactured by MNCs have become very costly after Marrakesh ‘TRIPS’ agreemerjt. How-
ever, rich developed countries, in particular the U been pressurising Indian government to concede the
flexibility available under that agreement like, preventing wrongful re-patenting by corporate, possihility of
compulsory licensing, provision for pre-grant objections and compulsory sharing of clinical trial dath. This
effort to put an end to this flexibility available to India and other developing countries is being attemptedjthrough
the joint working group and ‘Thinkank’ constituted during the visit of Prime Minister to USA.

It is crystal clear that Marrakesh agreement has not only ruined our agriculture and farmers butlhas also
been threatening food security of nation. In addition to endangering public health, due to costly mgdicines,
production capability of our pharmaceutical companies providing cheap medicines to over 200 hations,
playing a crucial role in health care of not only the developing countries but also the poorer sedti
society in rich developed countries, has also been facing disruption.

National Conference of SIM is of the considered opinion that under these circumstances goyernment
must comprehensively review these issues on the basis of experiences of last twenty years and|informed
debate about the impact of unequal and exploitative Marrakesh agreement. Serious efforts must b¢ put in to
take outAgriculture, Investment and IPR (particularly patents) f\MdO to save farming sectopublic
health and industryNo new issues are accepted under pressure or manipulation by developed cohastfies.
need of the hour is that, India takes initiative and leads the developing world to overhaul WTO.

National convention of SJM would like to remind the government that decisions at WTO are tdken by
consensus and emphasises that instead of expressing disappointments in media, government shotild cling to
its principled stand during the negotiations.

Mahajan joined themr. Manmo- Precharak Sh. Murali ji and Ksheucted in @ditional mannegven
hanVaid/a,Akhil Bhagtiya Padar etriya Sanghahalak Manniya Kathe stage prepared was exhibiting
Pramukh of Rashtriya Swyamash ji were also present on the othe rich cultural life of Marwar
sewak Sangh along with. Kshetriyaasion. region of Rajasthan.Guests were
Pracharak Sh. Durga Das ji, Prant  Inaugural function was con-welcomed with Shriphal and Mar-
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Constitute National Commission for Education

Education is the best means to develop the personality of a person, identity of the society and gignity of
the nation. If education policy is framed with this objective in mind there is no reason why education will not
be fruitful and result oriented. 12th National convention of Swadeshi Jagaran Manch expresses deep con-
cern over the vast anomalies in the current education system due to repeated interference by] different
political parties and vested interest groups.
Persona of any individual stands out due to her/his integnityality along with personal behaviolir
is scientifically & psychologically well established globally that education in a person's mother tongue is the
best way for the balanced development of hbadyl and mind intellec¥oga based education further he|ps
in enhancement of internal qualities is also well recogniddough NCER™ has accepted yoga as pn
important part of the curriculum but it has not removed the incongruity of not using of mother tongue as a
medium of education in first place.
A harmonious society is the besganised societyRole of education in achieving the desired harmpny
in the society is possible only when opportunity to receive quality education is available to every sdction of
the society without distinction of caste, creed, religion or language. commercialisation of educatjon and
individuals, organisations and institutions involved in facilitation of FDI are not only helping outsiders to
make inroads into our education sector but also are dividing society into two sections viz. rich and| poor or
have and have-nots'. In the name of minority rights, superfluous subjects are being taught to students. Need
of the hour is to take corrective measures to eliminate these anomalies and make universal and|inclusive
education available easily to all. It is crucial requirement of present times.
In the comity of nations, if India has to gain its lost reputation, then the education system has to be
based on the concept ofdsudhev Kutambakam", which means absolute universal brothefflo®dip-
heavals in political arena and changes in political establishments should not affect the educatior policies
otherwise it will lose its importance. Swadeshi Jagaran Manch national conference therefore demfinds that
government of India must take appropriate steps for its implement following suggestions:
1. Declining quality and standard of education as a result of promoting all students to next class yp to 8th
standard & making board exams optional for 10th class student needs to be reversed with immedigte effect.

2. Digitalisation and declaration of information about basic infrastructure, student-teacher ratio and @ll other
facilities available must be made compulsory for all the government and private schools, colledes, uni-
versities and other institutions of learning to eliminate corruption and irregularities.

3. Curriculum must include inclusive Swadeshi life style, moral education and R&D

4. This objective can be achieved only if an autonomous and self regulatory commission is constifuted on
the pattern of Bar Councils or Institute of Chartekedountants on all levels frowillage Panchayat t
national level and is assigned the responsibility of framing education policy and also governing the edu-
cation sectarq

Resolution

wari Safa that gave a colourful diworking for the national interest iryears are very crucial in that sense,
mension.Chaiman of welcome respective of which party was ime added. His speech highlighted
committee Shree Purushottanthe government. He added that hpresent status future, opportunities
Hisarya ji, a well known swadeshvill remember this day for rest oand possible challenges in these
industrialist welcomed the guest ihis life. sectos tha indude oil/enegy sec-
his brief but graceful speech. He ~ Summing up his personal extor, IT sector Avidion sector and
appreciated the efforts of SIM. periences in four major sectors afleience sector

Speaking on the occasionndian economywith which he has Having learnt a lesson from
Chief Guest Dr RK Tyagi ex- remained closely associated duritige 1990s, the Govt of India (Gol)
pressed his pleasure to have got thes long and cherished carer spre&ds since laid emphasis on indigeni-
opportunity to get associated witlover seeral decade®dr. Tyai sation of the defence industry with
SJM. He said that he has beemas of the opinion that in spite ofa number of measures initiated in
watching SJM for last 24 years arsgerious handicaps; India cathis direction. The promulgation
has always found it consistent in ismege as a super wer. Next 20 of the Defence Procurement Pro-
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National Development can be achieved
through Made by Bharat Only

Swadeshi Jagran Manch expresses its profound concern over the transformation of the counfry into a
market for imported goods through liberalisation of imports under the economic reforms being addpted by
the country in last 24 years. Furthermore over-emphasized promotion of foreign direct investmeit (FDI)
has led the ownership and control of 2/3rd of the organised manufacturing sector being overtaken bly foreign
multinational corporations. Steep rise in import has lead to a vicious cycle of over dependence on foreign
inflows for bridging the consistent and high current account deficit forcing government to encouragg FDI &
Fll in share markets even at the cost of national interest.

As a result of allowing 100% FDI through automatic route ownership of more than 2/3rd jof the
industrial production structure is now dominated by the transnational corporations in most of the irldustrial
sectors such as cold drinks, toothpaste, shoe-polish, television, refrigarator vehicles, cement, telg-
com, energy production etc. The question arises that who is going to control the means of productipn in this
country?Will it be Indian companies or the transnational corporations? For example in the case of|cement
almost 100% ownership and control of manufacturing of cement was with Indian in 1999, when sik Euro-
pean cement majors took over manufacturing of cement in soutAstasind these European comparjies
started dumping cheap cement from South Korea. Consequkitybegun to face problems and they Jold
the cement plantISCO to LAFARGE of FranceThenACC and the Gujar&&mbuja cement were sold tola
Swiss company Holcim. Hence almost 2/3rd of our cement manufacturing has gone into foreigr) hands.
Even in the field of solar energy production by Indian firms is coming down and units are closing down due
to FDI and import liberalisation. The Indian textile industry is losing its share in world market tq even
Bangladesh because of faulty policies.

India was self sufficient in the field of formation technology and was well at par with those of|the
Motorola and Siemens before economic reforms were initiated. But today due to import liberalisatjon and
ignoring the home-grown capacities against foreign technologies, India is fully dependent on the|foreign
technologies in 2@GBG and 4G technologyoday just because of liberalisation of import and undue prgmo-
tion of foreign direct investment, Bharat has a mere 2.05% share in world manufacturing whereas (Jhina has
a 23% share and has pushed the United States to second position with 17.2% share in world manyfacturing.
In various industries such as ship-building our share in the world production is 0.01%, which is very|dismal.

It was a minimum of 1.4% in 2009. Needless to say Bharat is the 3rd largest steel producer of the world and
has a long coast line of 6100 km.

On the other hand by providing an enabling environment with the proper policy support we werd able to
acquire 10% share in the world pharma manufacturing and came to be known to be as the pharmacy of the
world and the only source of providing cheap medicines to the needy people of the world. Now upder the
pressure of Euro-American countries we are creating hurdles for native companies in the name offIntellec-
tual property rights (IPRSs).

Similarly several legal obstacles are being created for small and medium scale enterprises that it is pecoming
increasingly difficult for them to their job. In the next 5 years investment in the wind and solar energy is gxpected
to be 10 lakh crores. Hence, from common consumer goods to infrastructure we need to promote domestically
ownel enterprises & brands under Made-By-Bharat campaign. Therefore Swadeshi Jagran Manch ufges that,
all industries, from solar ergyr and Information technology to the textile secthrould work together a
form consortiums and should endeavour to roll out more "Made by Bharat" products andTadaglshere
are 400 major industry clusteaisd 7000 minor clusters in the country and there is a need to convert influstry
clusters into industry consortiums and to plan technology development cooperative societies along with tech-
nology development agreements for enhancing domestic particigativade by Bharat campaign.

The industrial clusters and industries such asdlar endgy, textiles, electronics and semi-conducgor
etc. can beat foreign competition only by joining hands to promote made by Bharat products and brgnds with
the help of made by Bharat forum and industry consortiums along with facilitating technology develppment
co-operative associations and agreements. Swadeshn Jagrech appeals government to adopt madg by
Bharat pathway instead of Make in India supported by import liberalisation and FDI promotion.

SR SSTTRATRIKA ’

Resolution




COVER ST ORY

Sustainable Development—Need of the Hour

Global warming and climate change are becoming increasingly ferocious with each passivgyedr
Meteorological Oganization (\WM.Q.) has recently stated that 2015 was the hottest year on record| If we
make a list of 15 hottest years of the last 150 years, all the 15 years since 2000 appear in it. This oply shows
the seriousness of the problem of Global warming in the 21st century

With increasing global temperature, extreme weather events such as heavy to very heavy down pour in
limited areas, such as the one witnessed in Chennai and surrounding araasl dfadu during Novembgr
and edy December and severe famine situations as in rest of the coargrgoing to be more and mdre
frequent. The Chennai flood, exposed the helplessness of human beings against the fury of natufe and the
failings of human institutions. If several cities are battered simultanegaalyafter yeawho will help whom?

The entire world has become a prey of its own fdlhe unsustainable development model which offigi-
nated in the west since 1850 and is mindlessly followed by the whole world today is to be blamed for thjs global
climate crisis.The Western Development model is unsustainable because within a very short period| of 160
years, since it began in 1850, it has brought the whole world to this tipping point. The global temperdture has
increased by just 1°C above pre-industrial revolution global temperature. If the climatic situation is goirjg out of
our control, even at + 1°C, what would happen, if global temperature rises to +2°C and beyond?

TheWestern Development Model is strongly based on its equally unsustainable consumption model. It
is greedy and short sightethe Living Planet Report-2014 prepared\MW.F. clearly states that half gf
world's wild animals are lost since 1970 due to over hunting, over fishing, over-poaching and habitat loss. It
further states that if the whole world is to adopt the level of consumption of resources as the Unitefl States,
we need 4 earths to supply resources. This only proves the unsustainability of the western life styfe.

The Paris ClimatAgreement that recently concluded with a lot of fanfare, miserably fails in emphasis-
ing sustainable development and sustainable life style, to the world community especially to the people in the
developed countries.

What is the way out? Symbolic and patchy compromises with the cWestern Development and
life style model is not going to save the world at\&& need a Paradigm shift in the pattern of Development
and life style to more benign and more sustainable pattern.

A living and time tested example of sustainable model of development and life style is the Bharathiya Model
of Development, which can also be called Swadeshi Model of Development and Life style. The Spvadeshi
Model is holistic in the sense it gives equal importance to the materialist (Artha, Kama) as well as the|spiritual
aspects of life (Dharma & Moksha). It gives great respect and reverence to mother earth, in all her njanifesta-
tions-animate and inanimate. Swadeshi life style advocates responsible consumption, keeping the requirements
of the future generations of life in mintbday not only India, but the whole world needs to revive and prdctice
the sustainable development model and life style that Bharat practiced successfully for centuries.

The Jodhpur National Conference of Swadeshi Jagarana Manch urges the government to,
1) undertake widespread research into the various aspects of the Bharatiya Sustainable Developmgnt Model

and Life Style through various research institutions and universities.
2) propagate the research findings widely among the so called experts and the universities.
3) Restructure the government's Development Priorities and Programmes accordingly
4) accord top most priority for Renewable Energy sources as found in the INDC submitted by India to COP-21.
5) propagate and incentivisegamic farming and animal husbandry
6) Give top priority for afforestation with lot of indigenous species and particularly fruit bearing species,
which can supply abundant food to the wild life and birds.

The Swadeshi Jagarana Manch (S.J.M.) also urges the Karyakarthas and the general publiq to adopt
Environment friendly Production methods and life style.
cedure (DPP) & its subsequent reed yet actualising procurement dedides strategic independence to a
finements specifying the offset crieisions into manufacturing haveation thereby adding exponential-
teria and opening the market to thbeen aher slaov, he aded futher. |y to naional securifystressed Dr
private sector are some of the Indigenised defence producTyagi. Indigeniséion provides se-
policies thahave beendrmula- tion is a significant factor that pro-curity flexibility to a nation by re-
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ducing continued reliance on ex-
ternal sources and frees a natid
from peripheral pulls and pres

he continued.

Tednolagy has become ak
element of national security ang
has een been tened as aofce
multiplier In order to deal with the
broad spectrum of national sec
rity issues, putting together straté
gies has to be with a direct e
phasis on témology. While eco-
nomic strength is the main pillar otlia on the conény, peopleédel sl sition bill both and nail both on the
national power, it is important thain accepting their past. Through histrength of logic and through pro-
the military capability of a natiortypically simple and straight arguests on street that conducted at
be also enhanced in tandemments Swami Ji explained the ricantar Mantar Delhi in a “Swadeshi
ammed brcesequipped with st&=  ness of Indian civilization and thelan Sansad”. He cited several oth-
of-the-at warfighting pléforms powerful message it conveysr examples to show how SIM has
are essential. through all its marektéions remained consistent in its stand of

We hae to ealise thiaa National Convenor Sh. Arunopposing wrong policies of the
Transér of Tedinolagy (ToT) as QOjhaji in his brief, crisp and loadgovernment irrespective of the
it exists todg, offers ony moden ed speech enthused delegates,patty in paver. Arun Ojha futher
production techniques but does nothe same time filling them withadded that entire country is agitat-
help in obtaining modern technolhope and desire to put in extra efed and is in no mood to remain
ogy to assist in design andiele fort to achieve the desired objecmute spectars. They hae tried
opment as the IPR continues taive. Arun Ojha also presented #heir options by some times vot-
remain with the original equipmentompiled report of the activitiesing incumbent governments out of
marufactuer. Ther is theefore, of SJM undertaken during the yegrower or by lending support to
a need for a change in policy t@015. Copies of written reportnew parties or organisation or by
arrive at correct assessments angre distriluted to all the dejetles  active participation in different ag-
decisions across the spectrum @iving a briefovewview of pub- itations Success gpvemment has
political leaders, bureaucrats arighed report Arun ji reminded howtried to undemine the concoses
tedinocets farmers were dieded while ced-  of people by diverting their atten-

Dr. Tya@i was also empha ing SEZsAlluding to Land\cqui- tion towards uninhibited consum-
in sugesting gerhauling ofnsti-  sition Act, he said that an atmoerism, free market economy and
tutions of public sector or other-sphere was created to give an imanrestrained enjoyment.
wise and dismantling those whicpression that development of the ~ SIM has in such situations tak-
have lived their utility and creatingountry had stopped due to delagn upon itself the responsibility of
new ones for the present and fuin land acquisition. But the factgiving proper direction to the an-
ture requiements speak otherwise. Government datger of the people.

Swami Maheshwaranangays that mere 8 percent projects Other highlights of the con-
Maharaj in his brief but stimulatin country were delayed because wéntion included over 5 business
ing Ashirachataid a lot ofthrust  land elded issuesRemaining 92 sessions, a Jana Sandeshyatra,
on native dress language and cyercent projects got delayed dudunkar Sabha, the public meeting
ture. He said that every country ifo other reasons like delay in sanend the concluding session.
the world proudly exhibits theirtions, Naxal terror or failure to Four resolutions ere passed
love and pride in their respectivgrocure loans in these bsiness sessiordhere
cultues and langgas But in In- SJM opposed the land acquiwere also special talks on several
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Arun Ojha. He explained how
Swadeshi Jagran Manch was work-
ing hard for last 24 years to pro-
mote swadeshi life style based on
time tested Indian value system
swadeshi is not limited to an indi-
vidual or &mily onl, he aded.
But this concept is not only rele-
vant put real sustainable alternative
to all the problems created by
western life style. Others who ad-
current issues of national |mporple of Jodhpur with a lot of Iovedressed the Hunkar Sabha includ-
tance. Subject of the resolutionand enthusiasm. They showereed Rashtriya Sangathak Kashmiri
adopted were: - 1. Sustainabléiowers on the yatris, presentedal ji, National Co-convenor Prof.
Development - Need of the hour pagris and delicacieSeveral or  Bhagweti Prakash Shara and Dr
2. Pull Agriculture, Investment andjanisations like Rashtriya Shiksh&knita Patki.
IPR out of WTO, 3. Constitute Sangh, Bharatiya Shikshan Manda, Inthe concluding session Na-
National Commission for Educa-Sojta Gta Vygoar Sanghjtori tional Convener Arun Ojha de-
tion, 4. National Development carGate Vygpar SanglParam Pujnig  clared the names of Swadeshi Ja-
be achieved through Made bWladha Gav Vigyan Rariksha gran Manch activists who have
Bhagt Only, topics;speciallalks SamitiBJPYuva Morha, Shastri been assigned new or additional
were organised on current issud¢agar BJP Mandal, Medica Assaesponsibilities
like Naiobi meeting o'WTO, cur  ciate etc. Also welcomed the yatra National
rent economic issues in the bacland even joined them enroute. Prat. Sh. Satish Kumar Akhil
ground of Make in India, Envi- Swadeshi slogans were raised allBhartiya Sah-Vichar Mandal
ronmental issues in the back droplong the way before converging Pramukh (additional responsi-
of Paris COP21 and globalnto a grand public meeting at bility)
warming solar engyy, GM food Gandhi Maidan. 2. Dr. Niranjan Singh Akhil
crops and Chinese challenge. State Hunkar Sabha: The public Bhartiya Sah Prachar Pramukh,
convenors also shared with deleneeting named Hunkar Sabha w&s Sh. Sanjeev Maheshwhhil
gates the details of the activities enother attractive feature that dis- Bhartiya Sah Kosh Pramukh &
their respective states undertakgrlayed the strong sentiment of Kshetra Sanyojak .
during the gar people gathered to listen the SJML Sh. Bhagirath Chaudhatry —
Some books were also releades. Hunkar Shha was ad- Akhil Bhartiya Pramukh (Krishi
leased in different sessions durindressed by National Convenor Prakosth).
the convention. On second day thg
is on 26 December evening a
impressive cultural show was o
ganisedWell knavn atists and stu- |
dents enthralled the audience wit
their special acts and tradition 4
dances etc.

Swadeshi Sandesh Yatra

A grand ‘Swadeshi Sandes
Yara’'was takn act on '? day of
the National Convention from
Umed Stadium to Gandhi Maid
an. Passionate participants we
welcomed on their way by the pec*
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11 Kshetriya

1. Sh. Dharmendra Bhadsiee-
tra Vichar Mandal Pramukh,

2. Sh. Manoj DwadKshetra Sah-
Sampark Pramukh

3. Sh. Balram Nandw#&shetra
Sah-Sanyojak.

4. Sh. Govindramgagal — Ksh-
etra Vichar Mandal Pramuk
(Uttar Kshetra).

5. Sh. Rajkumar Mittabah-Ksh-
etra Vichar Mandal Pramuk
(Uttar Kshetra).

11 State

1. Kamnataka- 1.Sh. SC. Ritil—
Prant Sah-Sanyojak$SB. N.R.
ManjunattPrant Sah-Sanyojak,
3.Sh. Mahadaivyaygah-Ksh-
etra Sayojak (KamaakaA.P,

COVER ST ORY

tra), 2. Sh. Bhagtw Lal dgoth-  Jaiswal, Sh. Inder Thakur 4.
iya Prant Sah-Sanyojak SB. Bihar— Sh.Yadunandan Bs-
Dharmendra Dulbgnt Sanyo-  ad. 5.0disha- Sh. Abhey Sa-

jak, 4.Sh. Shankar EdPrant mant Rai, Sh. Himanshu

Sah-Sanyojak, Chaulig. 6. M.P.— Sh.Sriam

Telengna) 10.Delhi— 1.Sh. SushilaRchal Goyal. 7.Uttar Pradesh

2. Andhra Pradesh.Sh.dnardhan
(CA) - Prant Sanyojak, 3h.
Krishan Bhagwafrant San-
gathak.

3. Madhya Pradesh. Sh. Arush-
endra KumdPrant Sah-Sanyo-
jak, 2.Sh. Suresh BijeRyant |
Sah-Sanyojak (Malva),

4. Himachal Pradesh. Sh. Lalit
KoushaPrant Sah-Sanyojak, 2.
Sh. dnakraj Moddfmant\Work-
ing committee member,

5. Punjab 1.Sh. Dinkar Prashar
Prant Sah-Sanyojak

6. Hanana— 1. Sh. Vijay ¥ts

Prant Sanyojak,2h. Kamal Ti-  (West)}- ShAmileshAmit, Sh.
wark Prant Sah-SanyojakS$B. SaweshVajpaee

Ravindra Solanrant Sah- National convenor Arun
Sanyojak, 4.Sh. Vikash Ojha ji in his concluding remarks
ChaudhgrDelhi,Haryana San- said that our society has been
garshVahini Panukh. caught in the vortex of income
National Council Member disparity Apologists or ‘trickle-

— 1.Punjab— ShGauev Tan- down’ theory and free market
dan, Sh. Jagmohan Singh, Sbelieve that accumulation of cap-
Madan LalDr. Rakesh Shar ital in the hands of the wealthy
ma, Sh. Ranvir Kumar, Smtclasses is in the national interest
Sushila Devi. 4&K— Sh. Vipin because they invest it into produc-
Upadtyay,Sh.Chaan Des tion due towhich people gt jobs
Singh Jamval. Blimachal and increase theirincomes . Butre-

Prant Sanyojak, 2h. Sa
tendra Sard®rant Sah
Sanyojak,
7. Avadh- 1.Dr. Rekha Shg
ma- Prant Mahila Prg
mukh
8. Kashi 1.Sh. Sneeshdp-
deyPrant Sanyojak, 2h.
Vijay Kumar SingRrant
Sah-Sanyojak,

Chatwedt Anchalik Vi-
char Mandal Pramukh (RS
jasthan, Gujarat, Mahara{

Pradesh- Sh. Onkar Singh cent stuées tear trickle-down the-
' 0 ory. It is dear tha* trickle-
down’ has now been trans-
formed into trikle-up theoy.
Speaking about the Make
in India polig,Arun ji recalled
Late President A P J Abdul
Kalam who had cautioned
about the campaign saying
though i “quite ambitious”,
but “We need to ensartha
we do not become the low-
cost, low-value assembly line
4 of the world. If we go on that
path, the growth will come at
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mere 10 per cent of Rs 907 333
crore is made available as invest-
ment in thedrm of risk caital to

the industy-trading commnity.

The need of the hour is that
the majority oflndian vale up
take the responsibility and begin a
new joumey. By maching in the
right direction only we can create
a great price and pain to the peanuch funds are taken out each yearnav, prospeous and paerful
ple.” by thesedreign companie¥e ae  country. Credit goes to our Prime

His sugestion vas thawe constanif seeking thanformaion.  Minister for labouring real hard to
need to do original research t@ccording to rough estimates thesestablish brand India throughout
design, develop and manufactuteansnational companies put theithe world. We feel poud of it, but
in India by using the ideas of thenoney only in those countries wheras long as we continue to measure
youth, the wisdom of the ages anthey can earn three dollars for eprosperity in tans of GDP , we
the vibany of a demoag. ery dollar invested. Governmenwill not be able to build the India

Various secterof ngional lie  must ielease thes@fies We de- which revered Mahatma Gandhi,
are being opened by the govermmand a white paper on this issuePandit Deen Dayal Ji and Ji Rash-
ment for FDI. New announcements  There is great emphasis oirhrisi Dattopant Thengadi had
were made acenty for 15 aeas bringing foreign capital. No one islreamed. The India of their
The government releases data elwoking at deposits of our owndreams is a land where the last
ery year about the amount of forpeople who have deposited Rs 9fan in the queue does not enjoy
eign investment that comes into thé3,330 million in our bankedia the fruits of development and
country, but does not &xdk how  will not require any FDI if even asense ofaell-being aq

SWADESHIATRIKA

Voice of Real Economy

Dedicated to Swadeshi Movement in all its dimensions;
Battles threats to the economic sovereignty of the nation; and
Gives Y¥ice to all sections of Economy

ISUBSCRIBE AND/OR RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTIONI

FILL THE FORMAND SEND ITTOUS : Medium & ...coovvvieeiiiiiee, (Hindi / English)

V= 0 TN R

AAAI S S . . e

............................................................................... ContaCtNO......ccooveeeeeiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e

Y e Pin i
YEARLY Rs. 150/- LIFE Rs. 1500/-

Website:www.swadeshionline.in Email: swadeshipatrika@rediffmail.com

For subscription please send payment by A/c payee Cheque/Demand Draft/Money Order in favour of
‘Swadeshi Patrika’ at New Delhi, , or Deposit the subscription amount Bank of India A/C No. 602510110002740,
IFSC: BKID 0006025 (Ramakrishnapuram)

14 S ESPATRIKA




VIEW POINT

Manage water resources

Government shoul
not take th
ownership of wate
resouces an
disturb the natural
flows of wate
courses or allo
water exploitation a
discretion. Natue
has its own syste
and that need to
respected and act
upon if necessa
within is natural
options, plead
Anil Javalekar

agriculture remained dependent on monsoon rains and Indian population in
cities, towns and villages are not getting enough water for drinking and other
uses Thousands otrore ae being spent on completion iafigation projects
without mudh adition to irigation facilities andaimers ae still elying on gound
water resouces Mary major and mediumrigation (MMI) pojects seem to
remain under execution forever as they slip from one plan to the other with
enomous cost and time@runs A sud, the Investment in nigation projects is
rising but not raising proportionately the gross irrigated area. The capacity of the
older irigation systems to se¥ is also@ng davn due to ldcof maintenance
More than that, the difference between potential created and area actually irrigat-
ed remained large and whatever projects completed, the water is being diverted
to industrial and urban sector giaalizing the need @friculture sectarThus
the management of depleting water resources with reference to future water
requirements is important. More important is the need to address the issues of
wdaer usge and elded conlicts gart from weter hawvesting andethamging of
ground wvater tables

I ndians a staving for water e/en after 66 gas of indgpendencelndian

India is a water stressed country

India haslaout 4% ofworld weter and as per the intetional noms India
is a veter stessed coungrand not a @er scag county. The per gaita per gar
water availability in India is at 158§2010) which is less than 176Qstnessed
status) but above 1000 (scare status). This availability however, is not same all
over India. It is high in major river basin areas like Ganga and Brhamaputra (above
2000 r?) and lev in the basin aa of Sdaramai (sbout 260 r#). Ministly of Waer
Resources has put total utilizable water at 1,123 billion cubic meters (BCM) as
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View Point

againstthecurrenseof 634 ™™ innfpi ——-www==_mongy. Indian govemment iriga-

BCM, reflecting a surplus scena tion investments increased during
io. Howe\er, indgpendent sowges the plan period andBt-indg@en-
doubt this availability and their uti- dence has seen more than 60% of
lizable estimates are 654 BCI irrigation budgets going for Ma-

which are close to current use €S T .—————————————  jOI' and Medium (M & M) pjects
métes This aailaility shavs the length of rivers and canals as 31There were 4818 completed large
alaming situaion for future and thousandkm, which is about 17 dams and 375 large dams were
propose for a cautious approachpercent of the total length of riv-under construction in India (Na-
Government efforts seems su- ers and canals in the coynllost tional registeor large qlams-2009).
perficies of the area under tanks and pondsa\rg_e numbgr of major as \_/vel! as

Waer beinga stée subject, lies in Southern States of Andhrenedium projects was continuing
several measures are undertaken%@?deSh’K amaaka andTamil for 30—40 years or even more. There

adu.These stas along witilest  was a spill over of 553 projects (182

Bengal, Rajasthan and Uttamajor, 273 mediums, and 98 ERM
Pradesh, account for 62 percent gdrojects) into the Eleventh Plan
total area under tanks and pondsom previous Plan periods
in the county. Gan@-Mahna- The number of projects spilled
rechage of ground veter. Minis- Brahmaputra basin covers a Iarmnk/er_into th_e XIl Plan vv_orks out to
try of Weter Resouces River De- area of 33 per cent qnd accounf&;_B? including 155 major, 147 me-
velopment and Ganga Rejuvenatiofor 60 per cent ofndias water diums and 35 ERM gjectsAs per

) . : ) sources, while the catchment aforking group (2011), there was a
p_rowdes technical and financial a¥vers flowing west is 3 per cenbadklog of 571 pojects
sistance to the State Govemmemo?ccounting for 11 per cent of th
through various schemes and pr%’ountry’s Vater resouces Thus ' ne
grammes namely Accelerated Iy 4o \vater resources are no?tmg;u 'C'eg;[,\slgra?i. tics 2013
gation Benefits Programme (AIBP), o |y gistributed and many areas, ipi : 25533'?'?.5 b,_a
and Repair, Renovation and Restgie water scarce. This apart, real . o) cood ¢ surt tiion cubic
ration (RRR) ofwaer Bodies etc  ggrate development has eaten meter (BCM) of surface water stor-

u :
Futther, Ministiy of DrinkingWa-  many of lakes and ponds in Citap@ hae been @ded. Indias per

the respective State Governmen
which, interaliajndude consea-
tion of waer resources through
resevoir, traditional \&ter bodies
rain water hawesting and éficial

%rrigation Projects still not cre-

ter and Sanitation and Ministry ofnq tovn aeas tapita water storage capacity is
3

Urban Developmentupplement 200m3, well below the world aver-

the efforts of the State GovernIndian irrigation projects re-  age of 900m® per capita. The per

ments in providing drinking waterMained under construction capita storage of about 200 cubic

to the rural and urban areas respec- | € Viorld over, the irrigation meters in the country is miniscule as
tively under various schemes a ctor is the largest user of Water_‘compared to per capita storages in
programsHowe\er, the esults a 6;121\?vsc;[rﬁjoi§te;kceennh Of;hix"?ﬁg:@fountries like USA (5961), Austra-
not encouraging and water CriSiSTﬁdia 2150 USes 85ppe¥cer?t of it“a (4717), Brazil (3388) & China
becoming mar serious . . (32486). There are about 20 major

Many Indian areas are water gation purpose. The irrigated ar
scare in India is 34 per cent of the net,. L . .
. . ium irrigation pr in hand,

Many of Indian parts arearea sown or the gross wngate%hu gation projects

water scare. As is known, inlandrea is 80 million ha and is amon\%gutlztﬂee);poe:tggaoéag?ncﬁeatc'fy
Weter resouces ofthe county ae  the largest of irrigated agriculture. .~ = gainst to'a
classified as rivers and canals; rés-the vorld. Indias irigation de- aV"’?"ab"'tY of 18.69 BCM of wa-
envoirs;tanks & pondsheelsox- velopment after independence igrin the wer basins

bow lakes, derelict water; andhainy in the brm of lalge water Irrigation projects are not effi-
bradkish waer. Uttar Padesh oc- storage based dams with govermient

cupies the first place with the totainent efforts ad Government The doubts were always
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View Point

raised for the potential createdb™inininiiiii = wells, consstructing of more and

the completed mjects The more dams, linking of rivers and
Comptroller and Auditor General supply of water through tankers is
(CAG) conducted a penfmance not the solution to Indian water
appraisal of AIBP for 1996—200: problem. The need is to stop high
based on a test check of 99 (ot water consuming agriculture, indus-
of the then 172) projects in 1€ tries and @nstiuction actiity. The
states covering around 59 per ce cropping system need to be accord-
of the expenditure under AIBP ing to the gagraphy, its soil pem

and found that no potential was and natural water resource availabil-

created in 57 projects in 16 statco————————— {y. Commecialistion of agricul-
as of Mach 2003 even after 1-7year during the 1970s to 3.08% péure and inducing small and mar-
years of their inclusion in the proyear in 1980s and to 2.56% in thginal Amesis to tale cops not suit-
gramme. In 67 per cent of thel990s The net a¥a under ifiga- able to their soil and water sources
projects, the potential created wason by Government canals in-have already played havoc and
less than 50 per cent of the envigreased from 15.81 million hectbrought water tables down every-
aged irrigation potential. The utiliares in 2000-01 to 16.51 millionvhere. Further depletion of land
zation of irrigation potential washectares in 2009-10. and water sources will bring disas-
also undasfactoy. In 71 per cent ore allocation of water o Ur- ter to future socio-economic life.
of the projects, the utilization wq%"an areas Second,low water use effi-
ciency of major and medium irri-" > > " water usage and majcﬁeed solution©ne eagondirthis
flict will be not of agriculture '

ation project has been assess . e ) i
g pro) nd industry but within agricultur

s low or no charge for water us-
to be about 30%. The gap betweed . v e. The Concegt of free water
the potential created and the pogector itself apart from supply °§ger'ns not a desi?able idea

aer to urban citie§ince the to- :

tential utilizd has been increasingi"’ _ : :
over time al available water is more or less Third, water resources need

. be consered and peseved by
constant, rising demands due tBO
9 all meansAll efforts need to be

Expenses are high ~ population and economic growthact al and broarammes should give
The Anrual Capital Expendi- yil| strain the demand-supply baft~ Prog s shotld g

ture on major and medium irigaance TheWater Resouces Goup positve results ineal tems and

tion projects has increased fromstimates that half of the demand®" ”Ilgl?rllﬂczg‘gnvjater eed to be

e o o or water will be unmet by 2030, o feo ki oo

2654223 lakh in 2006-07. Similajf the cyrrent pattern of demand o 9 q

ly. the Annual Working Expenses ) table distrilution. Waer contami-

Y, g EXp contiruesln almost gery damand *_,.

for major and medium irrigationresevoir originaly built for irri- nation by any means need to be
projects also depicted an increa : dealt secrely.

: ation, th re n Il ion .
ing trend flom Rs 245219 lakh to aatlo there are now allocations Fifth, Costly water gover-

Rs 960443 lakh during the Sam‘ranade for urban drinking water an(ij1ance and extensive ground water
resource exploitation need to be

. ) . Ihdusty, encoading upon iriga-
period. The Capital Expendltureﬁon allocations (India Infrastruc-

on minor irrigation projects in- _ ~ minimized. Government should
creased bm Rs 48858 Lakh to Uré Report 2011). This allocatio, taye the ownership of water
Rs 302036 lakh and the arah “ill I€ad tamore conficts resources and disturb the natural
Working Expensef minor iri-  Need drastic change in Policy flows of water courses or allow
gation projects also increased frospproach water exploitation at discretion.

Rs 97480 lakh in 1990-91 to.Rs  First is the water usage poliNature has its own system and that
293271 lakh in 2006-07. Howewey. This is impadiant becausean need to be respected and acted
er, Growth rate of irrigated areaer usage is leading to socio-ecapon if necessary within is natural
continues to fall from 426 per nomic conlicts The depening of options aq
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AN ALYSIS

Risk-t aking Modi p aves for faster growth;
may bring peace in S Asia

India’s private
sector is sadly no
taking up th
challenge tha
Modi is keen o
taking. It still
seems to b
ensconced in th
socialistic mindse
of 1960s. It doe
not invest, keep
sitting over its
reserves, and prie
on public ban
money never t
return it, finds
Shivaji Sarkar

=

regional leadeModinomics is doing somendes for pasing a posslb

faster growth in 201%he positives have come from large promises of FDI
from Jpan,Gemary and USGlobal cude oil pricedll has aded to hopes

As the year closes there are reports that oil is set to touch a low of $ 20 a
barel.While it educes engy expensest has its conces too s Indias love for
solar and alternative power sources the reason for global price fall? India would
have to be on gudrand not bidge or slav dovn on looking dér non-oil enagy
soucesTha India is not &ltering is\@dent flom the commitment it couldve
from Fparis Softbank on irestment of$ 20 billion in solar per. It promises
to generte 20 gigwdt of solar engyy. W tha have a singular &fct on ¢gpbal
oil prices? Experts do not deny it. The oil price fall is attributed to shrinking of
westen role in the ISIS-Daesh —daly headedybformer Bath Party of slained
Sadlam Hussen - comtied oil felds in laq and Syrign alliance witfiurkey.

So if the Daesh changes tack from terrorism, it has the capacity to change
the world econorg and politicsWill 2016 see sh@a tang? It is diiicult to
predict. But a significant Indian move by a visit of the external affairs minister
Sushma Swaraj to Pakistan may be the harbinger for it. The way India has made
the beginning for a civilian coalition with Pakistan and Afghanistan at the Heart of
Asia meetit has the poteydo alter the mid-East politics aradibanisgon. It
seems a little far-fetched but her meetings with Pak Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
and Afghan president Ashraf Ghani could usher in a new era of peace and pros-
perity in South Asia.

The way it plans to make the country a hub of international defence produc-
tion with the help of France and Japan and some large Indian houses, it seems to

I ndia emerged as the fastest growing large economy in 2015 and a possible




Analysis

chang the wrld ams maket sce-
nario in the comingegs. Initiatives
are potent. It is criticized also &
some say it would be a captive (
world vendos. But one has tcer
alize that by itself the country ca
neither invest such large amoun
nor create the basic infra. Thi
Make in India has also to boost it
indigenous defence and aircraft ir
dustry in the pubic sectarTha is
likely to create not only a fine balitor loans above Rs 10 lakh frormever to return it.
ance but also ensure a fair compearlier threshold of Rs 1 crore. So GDPgrowth has been
tition — a necessity for being the  India has its share of prob-powered only by private con-
leader in the market. lems for a lack of public policy orsumption and public investment. It
The initiatives in the externaimany spheres, inherited by th&s a concern. The proposed wage
and defence production aren®odi government. Since the ushhike for government workers may
shaw, instead ofbeing cautioys ering in of green revolution, thempact plan for next fiscal.
India is on to a risk-taking, till nowcountry has not done much forits  Indias eight ca industries
unknown. Businesses grow on a hétgriculture, which sustains at leastpresenting major infrastructure
of adventurism. Should we se&4 to 58 percent of the populasectors, grew at 2.3 per cent in the
2015 as a new dawn for Indiation — 80 crore to produce a GDPApril-September period of the
where it moves out of the protecof 14 to 18 percent against 14 pecurrent fiscal, compared to a rate
tion to take a leap? May be. cent manfacturing GDPAgricul-  of 5.3 per cent in the same period
Yes India has concerfor its ture is not one entityt is varied of the previous fiscal - the fall in
rupee. It has yet to find a mechaand complex. It includes myriadyrowth rate caused by lower ex-
nism to boost its strength. It hagrops, finance, marketing, chempansion in electricjtyoal and ce-
tottered as China cuts rates and deals land, propetty, labour, trans- ment sectors and negative growth
values its cueng. Economic ad- port and so manothes. It is the in steel and maral s sectar
visors have not yet been able to fingreatest private initiative all with Meanwhile, RBI Governor
a formula to gie falling upee a private mong. Raghuram Rajan cut the interest
news oflife. This blunts some of If a proper policy initiative is rate — something industry loves but
the positre positioningThe benef taken it can change the economgommon depositor considers a
of low oil prices if could have beerior the betterSubsidise or not it direct tax on them.
transferred to the consumers, thean create a stable price regime that The common man also sus-
growth rate could hee beendster can sustain the industry and pegects the GSThey hare seenwe
This government is sufferingple alike. The country awaits Modgry “tax eform” raising theates
the impact of poor Monmohan-to bring in that vision — someThey do not want a central GST
mics vision. It needs to come outiream he had created during hisut an agreed rate across the states
with a new economic policy an®014 poll campaign. so that their expenses come down.
concept to fast track the nation Indias privae sector is sadl The people regale the increase
2016 onwrds not taking up the challenge thain forex reseves to $ 352 billion
The government finances havélodi is lkeen on takinglt still in November 2015 against $ 270
problems Reseve bankihds ppob- seems to be ensconced in the sbillion in 2013. Net FDI has also
lem with declining corporate profit-cialistic mindset 01960slt, ex- increased to $ 17 billion up from
ability — of course, aftarfive-year cept for one or two houses, want$ 15.8 billion aear go. So de-
period of whopping profits, andto remain a l&ey.It does not in- spite negative export growth, bad
low dédt sewicing cpacity It has vestkees sitting wer its eseves monsoon and inflation, India is
led to tightening ohorms to mon- and pries on public bank moneypparently on a better courge.
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RECOLLECTION

Early years of Swadeshi Jagaran Manch

It will be
instructive to
review the
circumstances th
led to the
formation of SJ
(Quarter of a
century after it
formation) and it
rapid spead and
building up of a
credible clout a
well as impac
during the first fe
years, say
Ravindra Mahajan

e/

SJM agitations with wide impact

Several agitations were taken up to for public education and putting pressure
on government so as not to favour foreigners at the cost of national interest. Some
were d ndional leel and somet éocal or st level. Few notdle ones wre:

1. Agitation against Enron ProjectThe first important issue taken up by
the SIJM was the ENRON muddle. All kinds of vested interests - political, bu-
reaucratic, professional and business - came together to promote the highly ex-
ploitative and potentially disastrous fast track power project at extraordinary speed.
Economic Times editorially commented giving credit to the SJM for saving at
least Rs 15,000 crore to the exchequer by its highly researched analysis of the
Enron power project by SJM Maharashtra unit. Under public furore the Shivse-
na-BJP government was forced to cancel the project. But soon it backtracked
and renegotiated the dubious contract.

2. Matsya-Raksha alyatra: The poblems afecting the waler sections
like the fishing community along the coastal strip were studied when SJM came to
know of the imminent enyrof lamge foreign fshing essels in Bhaiya waters. A
Matsg-Rakshaahatrafrom Gujaat to Kanyakumari and Odisha toakyaku-
mari vas oganizd in bots along the coast highlighting dasigo long tem
fishing and to theew suwival of the ishing commnity due to competition of
foreign fshing tewlers.

3. Pashudhan Bachao Padayatr# paidamarch was launched by SIM
against the proposed huge abattoir Al-Kabir in Andhra Pradesh as this was likely
to further deplete the cattle in the area. This got the enthusiastic response from the
agricultural community and put pressure on state government to postpone the
decision.

4. Agitation against compulsion of iodized salttt was indeed shocking
that the government banned the use of ordinary salt forcing the people to buy the
iodised salt — iodine has to be imported- at nearly eight to ten times the price of
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the ordinary salt. After nearly threshows, and educative exhibitions tions of American exploiters
years of dithering by the governen impotant subjectsStudents like MNCs who do not spare
ment despiterging by senior SIMand women in large numbers took even their people. It even sym-
leaders, finally the SJM announcegart in the various programmes pathises with common Ameri-
March from Dandi in south Gujar-incidental to the Swadeshi mela.  can people against their exploi-
a to the Shamati Ashram in In a short span of only four tation by ruthless MNCs and
Ahmedabad and then onwards tyears, SJM sponsored 34 Swadeshitheir assoctas SIM is not
Delhi, to demand the immediate liftMelas, attracting as many as over against America or any other
ing of the ban. Reminiscent of Ma90 lakh visitors and 7,000 exhibi- country, per sg.

hama Gandhé famous Dandiara  tors.A sepaiete oiganizéion Cen- 5. Some communists, cut off as
during the feedom stuggle, the an-  ter for Bharatiya Marketing Devel-  they are from the national ethos,
nouncement shamed the goverrfPment was established to con- accused SJIM that it is having

ment and forced them to announcéuct these Melas _ Swadeshi movement at the be-
lifting the ban theeary next day. Some of the important points  hest ofBhaetiya industrialists

5. Opposing FDI in retail Made by Swadeshi Jagaran Manch-They forgot that SIM had asked
trade: The SIM worked shoulderl- To call Sadeshi n@ow-mind-  for peclaring Cost of Produc-
to shoulder with the trade associa- €d is ridiculoushaatiya cul- tion on every pack obviating the

tion leaders to stop the pernicious tureé does not display clash of ossibility of exploitation
and unnecessary measure allowing interest between individuals,  through high prices

100 percent FDI in the retail trade families, villages/towns, stateg sjv was aware from the be-
sector, which would force crores ©r nation. All benefit in com-  ginning that opposing exploi-
of small traders to fold up their ~Mon national endeavor due to  tation by foreign MNCs is only

shops and become franchises of a their cultual compébility. one aspect of what is national-
foreign company operating from Clash of Interests is the philos- |y needed. It took steps by
the other end of the world. ophy of West vhile intgraing forminga goup to brmulae

SIM as facilitator for SSIs Hence “\asudhaia Kutum- ing the alternative for alternative

Reaking the need to construc-  akam”is wha we offer.
tively help the small and medium
industries to update their technical

id Swadeshi Deelopment Blicy.
Healthy family is the base of This document “Bharat ka Ab-

; our social philosogh hyuday” (in Hindi and Rebuild-
and management skills to gear up e o not pofess aloofness  ing the Nation in English) was
for the competition in a free mar- from the verd. For fresh vave released in due course after de-

ket environment, SJM Maharash- : ‘ . : : .
: : : of air we need to ‘open the (ajled deliberations during sev-

tra unit organized a fair at Thane |, . . :

f d ” B d . WlndOWS and not bl‘eak the eral nmlonal |®e| mee“ngs

or cottage arE)YzT/la Industries s’ Exchang of knowledge _

namg? It SWI er exoanded is welcome, but assimilatiorf\lround support for Swadeshi

. IS was later expanded na- - g, 14 he need based and tunetfgaran Manch _

tionally as a concept of Swadeshi to our ethos Taking ughe Swadeshi cause

Mela a_évv yeas I_aer_. Svadeshi 3. Competition based on valueshas _the need of the hour and SIM

industries were invited to show ™ _.°. " tus to the devel received support from large num-

case their pducts and seices in giving Impetus to the developy er of national leaders from all

. ; . ment is essential. Competltlorp
the industrial and cultural fair — the

: . walks of life.
Swadeshi Mela. Apart from the on level playing field betweer The first national conference
participation of trade and indus-

gﬂ?ili asnhn%lilg Zfa?:?:zgi%?_%’f SJM was held at Delhi in Sep-
try, the people are also imited to P
be a part of this gathering by ar-

tion of extreme shageges We tember 1992 in which_ ex-Judge of
o Supeme CourV.R.Krishna lgr

ranging student competitions and cannot allow exploitation ang

cultural events, seminars and lec-

) . was chief guest and delivered a stir-

abuse of enwron_ment n thering address expressing hope that

ture series by eminent leaders and name of competltlpn. SJM will take cudgels on behalf of
experts, folk arts and fashior™ SJIM opposes anti-people ac:, g, people to resist the for-
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eign economic onslaught. The a set-back when the Shivsena-
second national conference in BJP government renegotiated
Kolkata (& & 5" November the controversial Enron
1995) was inaugurated by|re- project. BJP was an enthusias-
nowned environmentalipt tic participant at the time of
ClaudeAlvares launching of SJM and had
Among othes former publicly opposed the project
PM Chandrashekhar, Gge during the election campaign
FemandesVlaneka GandHa- in 1995. Ironically the SIM
bour leaderSR.Kulkani, Roza analysis and warnings about

Deshpandethinker MaulanalVa-  received publicity bringing intofraudulent project and the equally
hiduddin extended their cooperatiopublic focus the anger of nationfraudulent Enron Corporation

to SIM. alists in Bharat and abroad. were proved correct. Maharash-
Impact of Swadeshi Jagaran The then' gover_nment _to_oktra State Electricity Board rode
Manch some corrective policy decisionsowards bankruptcy and then

It was reported that afterafterMatsg-Rakshaahatreof SIM  somehev wriggled out of the
Swadeshi Jagaran Abhiyan of SJying eliefto the localishemen  project commitment&nron Cor
sales of foreign FMCG goodscommunity poration folded up under the
came down and this attracted at- AS could be expected theweight of its various frauds and
tention droad.Ford Founddion Swadeshi cause faced derision atitk some promoters were jailed.
also reportedly instituted a study dfdicule in the first few years, whil&evertheless, the Swadeshi cause
Swadeshi movement in Bharat. they patiently carried on the workand national interests suffered and

SJIM during its anti-Enron stirdespite all ais  Soon the eco- SJM lost its erstwhile clout.

Organized anorchan American nomic situation turned bleak.Need for Swadeshi Jagaran
Consulate in Mumbai which re-Those who mocked at the very ideg_ .1,
ceived a wide international publicf Swadeshi reluctantly recognized g yp1 continued its work of
ty highlighting public opposition tothe truth in the Swadeshi approach.,, matparishias this is the need
Enron. Such morchan American In general the public got &yt the hour The thinking people all
Consulate was first of its kind witt{eeling thata Manch exists in CoURsaiona sectors should dispassionately
a good participation of agitatingry which is trying to opposed th&, 5y ate effects of the almost 25 years
public and full coverage by medi@nslaughts of foreigner in cahootgs giopalization unleashed in the
Though the entry of Enron with their local accomplic@de- ., iy since June 1991 and also the
project could not be prevented, thélia also sought SIM opinion ORects of WTO operating since
other foreign projects, equally ovarious issues, thoughtiul and conyggs ang becoming effective in our

more cost, quiety withdew in  sistent as they were. country since 2005,
the face of local agitations baCkeLdokmatparishkar We ae sue sub ana}sis will
up by SIM. SJM always provided in aeestablish the need for Swadeshi

SJIM also arranged demon,qqq red response to the situati@pirit and an organization like
stration against Arthur Dunkel (‘_"luinvolving uncalled for foreign in-Swadeshi Jagaran Manch to guard
thor of Dunkel draft) when he Vis-oqiment or projects and also indhational interest and mould the
ited for a programme in Mumbaiin o an alternative course of adevelopment process in the right
Discussion of SIM was arrangegh, |t pejieved ihokmatparishkar—channel with content really suited
with him by the organizers in V‘_’h'C:breparing public mind through edto the situation obtaining locally in
he parried questions about ill-e ucation with facts, analysis and initine with the needs, aspirations and

fects of his proposals on majority . ..o tor the riaht response. the ethos
of developing and under-devel)gj ications for the right response.

oped countries and only stresse@et-back to Swadeshi Jagaran Annexure No.1 - SW ADESHI
tha gobal tade wuld g up This  Manch Swadeshi is a sublime concept
demonstration andstussion to SJIM had also to put up withexpressing the intenaure (SVR)
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of the nation. It is seen that every
nation, like an individual, has its
own peculiarities expressed in its
world view through the cultural
values it cherishes most. If the ac-
tions, programmes & institutions
of that nation reflect this ethos,
they do thrive, otherwise degrada-
tion occus.

ing concept valid for every walk
of national life. It is expressed in
myriad ways & some typical ex-
pressions are as below:

Swadeshi is

in tune with the principles of Annexure No.2 - Defining
creation(collectively called RITSwadeshi Company & Goods
in our ancient literature). Asub- ~ Prior to independence all
set of RIT as applicable to thedoods imported from abroad
social field is called DHARMA were temed as dreign and ¥
Dharmais not e|igi0n or cer default anything that was not im-
tain rites or a set of beliefs or #orted was simply called
way of worship but it consti- Swadeshi’. However at present,
tutes the principles of susteforeign producers advertise their
Swadeshi is an all-encompass- nance & sublimation of humangoods as ‘Made completely in In-
societtham‘]a isamal prin- dia’, creating confusion.
ciple of universal hamony & After extensive deliberations
should never be confused witfnd sifting through debate in the then
cult religions Congress on how to define
Actions in tune with Dhara Swadeshi gOOdS, it was flnaIIy de-
are beneficial for society & vicecided thain todys dhangd cir
versaDhama a|soari0u$l means cumstances the practical way is to
- the inner nature, obligations orlefne a Sadeshi compgnThen

the part of individual or the insti-the goods produced by that
n, a model conduct etc. Swadeshi company in Bharat will

Swadeshimeans all this & be Swadeshi goods for all practical
more. Thus, Swadeshi is a positive{rPosesThe idea ofa Svadeshi
SWAWALABMAN (self-gli. @nd not aeactionay, concet re- ~ compay, theefore, was boady
ance), SWA-TANTRATA flecting the highest goals of nationglefined as per guidelines below:

(working with own models suit-ifé; nay the human life. 2.1 Guidelines for definition
ed to one situgion), SAMAR- _If foreigners or even some; 1 1 Compatible with national
THYA (Naional Stength— hationals work against Swadeshi  cyjtyre

military, diplomaic, economic  €thos, they need to be checked, just) 2 protecting economic inde-

practicalmanifestation of pa-
triotism

economic nationalism
swadhama agplied to on&’ :
immediate environment (as pewt'O
Mahatma Gandhi)
SWABHIMAN (self-respect),

DHI (prosperity without social the malignant microbes need to be
exploitation & environmental checked. 3
degradation) & SHANTI Swadeshiis not some artifi-

(peace - mentapcial hano- cial concoction but a ||V|ng reality
ny & international) in this country since time imme-

raising ofhouseholder look- morial. Times & circumstance
ing after family interests, to a@night have dimmed the spirit but
higher pedestal otizen re- it was alive all the time. When it
flecting socialesponsibility thrived, the country prospered.
genuine love for fellow citizensThe Bharatiya institutions like fam-
& skill of implementing tasksily, guiukul,annadaa,saryansi pa-

on hand in the best national invachanas, isht puja, weekly bazars,
panchayats etc. are very much alive

terest.
working to reflect high nation-& operational. Hence we do not
al cultural ideas in every spheigave to start on a clean slate but
of national activity which will just to water the roots & remove

pendence in the process of
development.

2.1.3 Efficient use of national re-

sources, self-reliance, decen-
tralization, use of appropri-
ate tetinolagy, maintaining
environmental balance, de-
velopment of the most dis-
advantagedyrthabased on
dharmapriority to local re-
sources etc. would be the
main economic principles,
based on which problems
such as unemployment, for-
eign debt, reckless urbanisa-
tion, devastation of villages
will be tackled.

eventually lead to highest natiorthe outgrowth. New lines of con-2.1.4 The definition should be easy
al stength & ¢pry. cepts & work, to suit present or to understandral easy to
philosophicayi to fashion wn  future requirements, need to be apply.

individual as well as national lifeontinuously tried as in the past. 2.1.5 It should be adequately flex-
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ible to enable the changes as
required from time to time.
It should neither be over or
underreating

2.1.6 As far as possible, it should
just not be applicable only to
one nation but, as far as pos- available items can be al-
sible, for the whole world, lowed abroad.
benefiting the man, protect-2.2.4 Head offi¢¢O should be in
ing the environment and eas- Bharat. Many companies
ily accptable to all naons who make profit in Bharatiya
Goods in accordance the
above definition will be easy
to be recognized as Swadeshi.

advisers for a specific limit-
ed period
2.2.3 Use of proffrofit should be
utilized within the counjr A
limited expenditure on non-

in foreign county, for ma-
nipuldion of accountsSut
companies cannot be called
100% Swadeshi.
Companies fulfilling all four

The definition is thus divided in
two parts
1 Comprehesive and basic def-

may take help of foreign2.3.5 Avoiding Impottaports be

avoided as far as possible.
In case of critical items, such
as space parts, high tech ma-
terials/goods, life-saving
drugs etc. goods manufac-
tured in India by foreign
firms can be prcured in-
stead of import. Maximisa-
tion of Swadeshi in a given
situation is the key objective.

market maintain head office2.3.6 Prefer small and |Bcakity

commences with village in-
dustry and progresses to
small scale, co-operative,
medium scale or to large
scale indusgrin tha order.

inition of a Swadeshi compam?rite”a will be called Swadest.3.7 Social responsibiipecial

and Company and its products manu-
2 National sentiments of factured in Bharat will be called

Swadeshi. that should receiveadeshi Products for all practi-
primacy of consideration. ~ ¢&l puposes )
2.2Comprehensive basic definitior?-3\atural sentiments of Swhadeshi:

consideration to products

available from the organisa-
tions of blind, the physically

handicapped and such oth-
er social @anistions

Swadeshi Company covering 1he following aspects should be.3.8 Swadeshi appro&hadeshi

four main attributes given prior@ty/preference. _
2.2.1 Ownershipinimum 51% 2.3.1Svadeshi techgyoBwadeshi

shareholding should be by
Bhagtiyas A compan hav-

tedinolagy in Mamifacturing
with continuous improve-

ing majority holding in this ments

company should have mini2.3.2 Local produc&cope for
mum 51% holding by Swadeshi/local ppducts
Bhaitiyas eg Unilever
holds major shares in Hin-
dustan Lever (HLL) and situation obtained on

HLL in Lipton, then each ground.)
one of this company need2.3.3 Swadeshi raw matérgdsof

minimum 51% sharehold- local materials, renewable raw

ing by Bhartiyas for the com-
pany to be considered as
Swadesh

2.2.2 Managemévitnagement in-
cluding Manufacturing, ever possible. Agro industry
Marketing should be in should gt frst priority
complete control of 2.3.4 Environment compatibility:
Bhaktiyas Crucial ofices Non-polluting telsnology/
such as Managing Director, process should be preferred
Tednical Diector should (eg bio dgraddle plastig,
not be with éreignes. In milking and not exploiting
special circumstances, we technolagy be insisted upon.

should be flexible to suit the

over non-enavale ones
eg solar instead afoal or

‘4

institutional approaches in
management, co-operatives,
trusteeship etc. are to be pre-
ferred

2.4ExceptionException in extra
ordinary situation as below may
be acceptable.

(the perimeter of locality 2.4.1 National SecuriBssential

weapons, weapon delivery
systems, state of art technol-
ogy. These can bevailed
from wherever they are
available.

material be given preferenc@.4.2 In national calamity situa-

tions (eg floods or edh-
quake)

petroleum products wher-2.4.3 Responsibility towards un-

dedeveloped ntons As a
large country we can import
from smaller neighbors in
view of our inteests (&
sugar from Mauritius, dates
from Afghanistan, coconut
from Shri Lanka) qq

email:auratent@gmail.com



FOCUS

Road After Nairobi

Very first tweet of Indian Com-
meice Minister Nimala Sithar
man after the conclusion of
Nairobi (Kenya) Ministerial con-
ference was that she is “Utterly dis-
gopointed a unanimousafirma-
tion of DDA hasrt hgppened”.
USA and European Media cele-
brated Naiobis Ministerial Dec-
laration as a victory of western ne-
gotiators and as ‘Financial Times’
titled its reporting as ‘Death of
Doha and Birth of new WTO'.
Indian media also followed
their western counterparts; and
believed that now Doha Devel-

If a sizable numbdk

of developin
countries bloc
their consent to th
TFA and exer
pressue o
developed countri
to heed to thei
concerns, balan
may get tilted i
favour o
developin
countries, believ
Dr. Ashwani
Mahajan

opment Agenda has no future and its now end of road for meeting the aspira-
tions of India, China, Africa and other developing countries and road is wide
open nav for the deeloped wrld to hae its vay

What is Doha Development Agenda?

India was among first few countries who signed Marrakesh Agreement,
leading to theofmaion of World Trade Oganiséion (WTO). Howe\er, during
initial ngotiaions in GAI T, there were some issues oiieh thee was no gree-
ment. And then there were many problems and worries of developing countries
arising out of initial agreement, in context of which Doha round of talks, popu-
lady knavn as Doha DeelopmentAgenda (D) had been stiad after 2001.
Doha agenda included issues like agriculture, non-agriculture market access
(NAMA), trade related intellectual property rights (TRIPS), anti dumping and
subsidies etc. According to the commitments made in WTO developed countries
were supposed to end thegriaultual subsidies

However, contrary to their commitments, they rather increased their agricul-
tural subsidies manifold. They did the same by reclassifying their subsidies, by
placing most of their subsidies in ‘green box’: which were not supposed to be
curtailed. It is sure, that if India gives market access to the agricultural produce of
the developed countries, our agriculture may be badly affected. In view of dif-
ferent disputesvorries and blems World Trade Oganiséion stated facing a
deadlock, and to end the deadlock, Doha Development Agenda was given im-
portance. However, developed countries were not ready to discuss them and
they tried to &oid discussion on DR

Now it is very clear, especially after Nairobi that developed countries are not
read to gire ary solution to the mblems &ced i deseloping countriesThey
are not concered &dout famers’ suicide in India due to noanmuneetive prices
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for their produce. When 25 per-Bali was the First Mistake EU and thereby bring Doha De-
cent of the world population suf-  Itis notable thatin the 9th min-velopment Agenda back at the cen-
fering from hunger lives in Indiaisterial conference at Bali (Indonétre of the WTO. This has to be
and Government of India is try-sia) in December 2013, develogensured that new issues are not al-
ing to ensure food security foring countries made their initial mistowed in any circumstances, either
poor, they are objecting to thgake by giving their consent to théor studying or putting on the agen-
food stock holdings by the gov-Trade Ecilitsion Agreement (TA)  da of the General Council. Ut-
emment.To saéguad the inteest  of interest to developed countriesmost care be made to ensure that
of the a)ess in the gent ofim-  separately from other issues arhra 34 (Any decision to lauhc
port surge (of agriculture pro-then later to include the same imegotiations multilaterally on such
duce), government wants a sollRart-1A of WTO in Geneva inissues would need to be agreed by
tion by way of Special Safeguai@014; when other issues of interll members”) of the ministerial
Mechanisms (SSMs), developegst of developing countries redeceleration is followed in letter
countries are trying to link them tanained urgsoled. SinceTrade and spirit, that no new issues can
the market access for their owifracilitation Agreement was genebe brought in unless agreed by alll
produce. Rather they want to imally in favour of developed counmembes.

pose labour standards and enviries, Bali could have been used to  Developing countries must
ronment standards of their choicgolve other issues by linking themot come under the mirage of the
on the exports from the developwithTFA. An oppotunity vas thus developed countries that they may

ing countries; to somehow blockvasted in Bali. take up issues of interest of devel-
their eports. They also ant E- - oping countries if new issues are
commerce included in the trade Deve|0plng conceded. So far developing coun-
negotiations countries have F&Zsral;z;\éﬁ Kalrc‘iseeggg?h after the
Road After Nairobi d h 1: 9 '

Itis true that developing coun- pal enoug arter Blocking TF A
tries have returned empty hande  {he ‘Marakesh ~ Though, lots of discussion is
from Nairobi Ministerial Confer- , going on the ben#s$ of TFA and
ence of WTO. Developed coun- Agreement . it is being suggsted thieall coun-

tries have done their best to ensul'!mastries give their respective consent
that Doha Development Agenda b . o the same, so that it may be im-
doesn’'t go ahead. However, thigwa_de by_ I.nd"'fl a’.‘d China, th:_tlemented at the earliest. Howev-
does not mean that the possibilit)/"€ participating in Green Roonl, o st remember that the
of Doha Development Agenda!'€90tiations in Nairobi, on the exc,ngent of number of countries is
has totally finished and that the dd€"ded day of the conference, byoning which is coming in way
veloped countries have been abiBOt SaYing no’ for giving any Cong jts implementation. If a sizable
take issues of their choice forwar@€ssion to the US and EU negotiy ymper of developing countries
Chair of the Nairobi conference&0rs supported by Brazil, Kenygjoq their consent to tHeFA and
Keryas Commeze Ministeami- and Director General of WTO gxert pressure on the developed
na Mohamed has clearly denied tH|4r- Aze\edo At a time aen In- - countries to heed to their concerns,
conclusion that Doha round has findia, China and African countries ifgjance may get tilted in favour of
ished and that new issues can g number were united, this coul@jeseloping countrie\e nust un-
brought in. She clearly stated, quogave easily been done. dersand that due to huge subsidies
ing from the ministerial declaration ~ This does not mean that opy the developed countries, there is
that “There remains a strong comportunity is gne brewer. Stillthee  hardly any possibility of increasing
mitment of all Members to ad-is a chance, if India, China anéxports of agricultural produce by
vance negotiations of the remainSouth Africa get united and conthe deeloping countriesGiving

ing Doha issues”. This conclusiowince other developing countriegonsent to the proposals of US and
of Nairobi will set the future agen-of Asia and Africa against the necEU is likely to put developing
da of WTO, she opied. mercantilist tendencies of US andountriestegreat loss qq
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SPOT LIGHT

‘Democratic’ Sonia Vs ‘Dict atorial’ Modi

Whether a popul
leader is a dictato
or a democrat i
tested by condu
How a leade
behaves when

position of power
particularly whe
his or her positio

is under theat

offers the mo
reliable test
believes,

S Gurumurthy

presents Sonia as a democrat. Whether a popular leader is a dictator or a
democrat is tested by conduct. An unpopular dictator is an oxymoron. A
dictator may become unpopular but no unpopular person can ever become a
dictdor. How a leader betas vhen in position opowver — paticulaty when
his or her position is under threat — offers the most reliable test. A popular
Indira Gandhi was tested twice. Once in 1969, when her senior colleagues dis-
sented her individualistic style. She used State power, backstabbed the party and
defeated the party nominee in the election for the President of India and captured
the party with the help of the enemies of the party by forging an ideological
alliance with them. This destroyed the democratic Congress party as the nation
knew till then.She put the parunder her viual dictéorship She bangd the
very paradigm of national politics from politics of ethics and character to politics
of power and succeskhis biought out her dictarial mind.The eal dicteor in
her came out when the Allahabad High Court unseated her from Parliament and
the Supreme Court made her a Prime Minister without voting rights in Parlia-
ment. She struck at the nation, imposed Emergency and, as Nani Palkhiwala said,
defaced and defiled the Constitution, courts, Parliament, Opposition, media, and
the peopletdarge and put the ole néion under total dictarship It is 40 yas
since and still mg no one in the Comgss or fom the &mily of Indira Gandhi
has sincely regetted the Emgeng. On the contary, Rajiv Gandhiafter he gt
four-fifths majority in the Lok Bha in 1984gven tried to justify the Engemg.
And that Congress party and Sonia Gandhi, claiming to be the proud daughter-
in-law of Indira Gandhi, are trying to brand Narendra Modi as dictatorial — by
implication, claiming to be democratic. Is it not time then that one compared the
democratic credentials of Sonia and Modi?

The Congress party characterises Modi as a dictator and by implication,
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Now compare how the
‘democratic’ Sonia behaved after
the National Herald case caught up
with her, her son and her family
loyalistsHere is the N&onal Her
ald case in brief. In November
2012, Dr Subramanian Swamy
exposed how Sonia Gandhi and
Rahul Gandhi have grabbed prop-
erties of National Herald worth
thousands of crores through a
corvoluted criminal stregy. Af-
ter that, this newspaper carried a
Look at how the ‘dictatorial’™mmmmiimm——" dettailed article, National Herald

Narendra Modi conducted himsel Affair. It's Faud All The Way
when, just three years before h (TNIE, November 8, 2012), ex-
became the Prime Minister, he we plaining the fraud. In January 2013,
under tremendous pressure fror Dr Swamy filed a criminal com-
the Opposition, media and even th plaint against Sonia, her son and
coutts Sonia Gandhi and her par family loyalists, including Motilal
ty had accused him of being th Vohra,the Congess pdy treasur
merchant of dedah. The UR, er, chalging them with conspiey,

which had made the CBI its AlSo pu—_—  fraud, cheating, and criminal
tian, used the agency to target hilve did not use his party to drunbreach of trust to rob the share-
in the Sohrabuddin case. The soup support for him in the Assem-holders and the public of thou-
did story was exposed by The Newly nor did his party stall Parliasands ofcrores All this hgppened
Indian Express (see articles titleanent. The Gujarat Assembly funcwhen the UR was in paver. Rahul
Fixing Shah, by Fabrication, CBtioned and so did Parliament. H&andhi threatened to file a defa-
Betrays Court, Bails Out Congressould have gathered a million peanaion suit gainst Dr Swny.
and Interrogating The Media —ple to give him a great ovatiorBwamy challenged him but Rahul
published in August 2010). Thevhen he went to the SIT office toran avay.In uine 2014a Delhi
media was applauding every effoput pressure on the investigatiogriminal court took cognisance of
to fix and @t rid ofhim.Yet,thee and on the instigators of the casghe ofence and issued summons
was no FIR against him. No comagainst him. He respected the surferthwith, Sonia Gandhi and oth-
plaint had been filed in any courtmons and drove to the SIT officeer five accused, including Rahul,
against him. No court had issueth his carHe walked davn the lane filed petitions in the Delhi High
him summonsNo cout had or leading to the SIT alone. He wa€ourt to quash the criminal pro-
dered his examination by policeagrilled by the SIT for over eightceedingsThey kept delging the
But the Special Wastigtion Team hours.He ang/ered their questions hearing till they thought they got
(SIT) on Gujarat riots summonedSatisfied with his answers, the Skhe judge they felt comfortable
him for examination like policefinally exonerated him. But his adwith. One judge recused himself
would summon any one at theiversaries would not leave himand so did the next. The matter
discretion. He was as popular ifhey charged the SIT with favourwent to the third judge, who So-
Gujarat as he is now all over theng himFinall,the Supgme Cour nia and her co-accused did not like,
country. He was a pwerful and had to exonerate him twice —and he too recused himself. All the
performing ChiefMinister of once when the UR was in pw- accused petitioned to have the
Gujarat. Also he was seen as thle and next time, a few monthsnatter heard by the second judge
rising national leader within the BJRgo. his is'dictdorial’Modis be- who had ecused himsekatier.
when the SIT summoned him. Buhaviour. The case was posted before the

e’



Spot Light

very judge, who Sonja December 7 that they
and her co-accused felt better face the criminal
comfortable with. It i case as the magistrate
that very same judge, had rightly decided.

who decided on Def- The ey net dy,
cember 7, 2015 that the the ‘democratic Sonia’

ordered her party to stall
Parliament. Even as she

lower court has rightl

summoned them, and was overseeing the clo-
asked them to appepr sure of Parliament for
before the metropolita the day on December 8
magistrate. Still, hegll and her son was on a fly-
broke loose. The very ing visit toTamil Nadu
next day the Congregs to offer relief to the
president was seen insti- flood-affected people,
gating her MPs to stall Parliamen”miiiiiinNnElim = their lawyers were standing before
When the Speaker asked them wil the magistrate and pleading that
they were disturbing the House Sonia, Rahul and the other accused
they shouted they saw in the N& were “keen to appear before the
tional Herald case “political ven: court”. Where is vendetta then,
detta” and “democracy in danger” Madam Sonia? The court has
When the Speaker asked them - granted them 10 days and direct-
spell out what they want and of ed them to appear on December
fered to allow them to raise the 19. It remains to be seen whether

issue and speak in the House, th m——— s —_—_——— the ‘democratic’ Sonia and Rahul
ran away from speaking in theguire control over thousands ofwill walk alone and appear before
House Obviousy, they ony had crores of assets of National Herthe court like Modi did before the
instructions to stall the House. Theld. The court held that the accusggblice or gather a huge crowd for
same theatrics were repeated in tasted as a consortium to achiewdeatrics and disturb the court like
Rajya Sabha. Not that they did ndhe nefarious purpose and askefhe Gandhis disturbed the Shah
talk in the House. They couldn’tthem to face trial. This was theCommission.
Why? prima facie assessment of the A caveatObviously stressed
It needs no seer to say that theoutt under the l&. The govem- by the court notice on charges of
prosecution on the National Her-ment had no role in this process awallowing thousands of crores of
ald fraud was an act of the judiall. It was between Sonia Gandhyroperties of National Herald by
ciary and the Modi government hadnd her co-conspirators on the onasing the Congss pay, Sonia
had nothing to do with it. Therehand and Dr Subramanian Swanm@andhi said, “Why should | be
was no CBI or Incom&ax or the on the other, with the court play-scared of anyone? | am Indira
Enforcement Directorate in theing the neutral and judicial role. ThiSandh# daughtein-lax.” She said
picture which could link the pros-order was passed in June 2014. Didis after personally directing the
ecution to the government. It wasSonia or Rahul or any of the acCongress party to halt Parliament
the private complaint of Dr Sub-cused or the Congress party evesn Tuesdg This is‘democatic’
ramanian Swamy on which thdint that the magistrate had acte8onia, the daughter-in-law of In-
magistrate held that Sonia, Rahautside the law? Stop Parliamentfira Gandhi, the saviour of democ-
and the four family loyalists hadn contrast, they all went to theracy in India, charging Modi with
created a trust company fully corPelhi High Court to quash the or-‘dictatorship’. There cannot be a
trolled by them as a cloak or shamler and summons of the magismore cuel jole on demoewy. qq
of a Special purpose vehicle ttrate. The judge, whom they WETI'§,e author is a well- known commentator on politi-
convert pub||c money and to accomfortable With, decided oncaland economic isstgsu@gurumurthy.net
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SCRUTINY

NoO one gives a damn for farmers.

Knowing that a
economic security
the farmin
population is th
crying need of th
times, the Farme
Income Commissi
should be able {
indicate an asswud
monthly packag
that a farmin
family shoul
receive ever month
demand
Dr. Devinde
Sharm

=

slogans lile Garibi hateandYeh Garibo ki sarkaritiai the dfuent sec-
tions of the society who have been continuously pampered. The widen-

ing gulf between the rich and the poor is an outcome of deliberate economic
policies that have largely ended up benefitting the rich.

At a time when agriculture is passing through a terrible distress, with an
unprecedented spuin famer suicides withessedtmaaly in 2015| had &-
pected the NB govemment to escue the belgaeed farming comrmanity with
an economic package. After all, if the industry can get economic bailout package
at the drop of a hat, and get tax exemptions to the tune of Rs 42-lakh-crore in
ten yeas, between 2005 and 2015hought it vas a pgbak time to helpdm-
ers minimiz their economic hdship But nothing lik this hppenedOnce gain,
60-core famers hae been gen the boot.

Instead beginning N&v Year 47-lakh Cend govemment emplgees and
another 52-lakh pensioner will get a bonanza™Phg Commission report, which
has been accepted by the government, will entail an additional annual financial bur-
den of Rs 1.02- lakh-a@re.In realityit will be seeral times ma, not less than Rs
3-lakh coe by a consesdtive estimie, when similar pahikes hge to be alsogn
to State government employees, autonomous bodies, universities and public sector
units Finance Ministekrun &itley sgs the aditional urden on the counyis fiscal
situdion is‘'mangedle’.He has no mblems with the h&in salaries

But the gvemment has all kinds giroblems ven imers hae to be
given a lgitimde rise in theaim pricesOnly a Bw months bdg in an afidavit
filed before the Supreme Court, the additional solicitor general Maninder Singh
had epressed gvemments indility to piovide 50 per cent gfit over the cost
of production to thedmeis as ecommendedybthe Samindghan Committee
He had said that “prescribing an increase of at least 50 per cent on cost may

One thing has becomeystal tear All these gas, in the midst oklectoal




Scr utin y

distort the market. A mechanicg |
linkage between Minimum Sup
port Price (MSP) and cost of pro
duction may be counter-produc
tive in some casés l
This was an electoral promis
Prime Minister Narendra Modi hac
made. But soon after coming tc
power, Modi government had re :
fused to give a remunerative pri I
in the brm of enhanced MSrf farmeis hae to ely on non-Am-  four monthly allowances that the
paddy and wheat. At a time wheimng activities like MNREGA to sup-employees get — housing allowance,
DA for emplgees isaised § 13 plement their montialincomes travelallowance, education allow-
per cent in a year, price of whedthe farm incomes is @ because ance for children, and medical al-
and paddy is raised by a paltry Rsiccessive governments have dewance — | am seiakhs ofam-
50 per quintal, which translates inttiberately kept faming staved of  er suicides could have been avert-
an increase of 3.6 per cent, noesources and denied economied. Several studies have shown that
enough to even offset the additionprice to &mess. If only faimers  health gpenses alone costaur-
al burden of inflation at that time. were to get a rise in income (in thimg family 40 per cent of its monthly
Look at the blatant discrimi-form of MSP) in parity with oth- budget. Such is the plight, that |
nation. The minimum wage ofer sections athe sociefyhe whed have often healfarmers sging sy
achaprasnder the TPay Com- price, which was Rs 76 per quintahey can’t even afford to fall sick.
mission has been raised from Ra 1970, should now have been Rs | am not against the giving a
7,000 to Rs 18,000 — an increa3e600 per quintal. higher salary to the government
of a whopping 260 per cent. Procurement price (or theemplgees Wha is being missed
Compare this to what an averagmarket price) is the only mechais that one section of the society is
farmer in India eas You will be nism though vhich a farmer is  being pampered at the cost of the
shocked to know that in the lastble to earn. His net return dependsassesMy sugestion thesfore
45 years, between 1970 and 2015 the market price that he is ablbas always been to constitute a Na-
the basic salaplus DA of a gv- to fetch for his produce. There idional Farmers Income Commis-
ernment employee has been raised other source of income, includsion that is mandated to ensure
by an average of 120 to 150 timeyg DA and emoluments thhe parity in incomes between the
that of professors/lecturers by 15&an count on. Compare this witfaming sector and the ganizd
to 170 times whereas the minithe ggvemment emplgeesEvery  sectorKnowing th&an economic
mum support price (MSP) forsix months the get DA, which is  security to theaiming populdon
wheat has been raised by only i8creasingly being merged with this the crying need of the times, the
times in the same period. basic salgr At the same timef Farmers Income Commission
Given this huge income disthe 7" Pay Commission is to beshould be able to indicate an as-
parity which is delibeste, it is fu- believed, of the 198 total allowsued monthy pa&age thaa fam-
tile to expect younger generatioances they used to get, 108 allowrg family should receive every
to tale to fatming The income dis- ances have been retained and emonth. Till then, the recommen-
parity is @ring While the minimm  hanced. This includes an allowancation of the Pay Commission
wage for an employee has novor hair cutting for CRPF employ-should be held in abeyance. This is
been enhanced to Rs 18,000 pees, and also an allowance for fawhat the 2 National Convention
month, wha an aerage farmer ily planning which basically meansf Famer Oganiséons held &
family earns in a month as per than allevance ér buying condoms Bangalore in November —in which
NSSO 2014 report is a paltry REmployees will receive an increa$® majordémer unions pacipd-
6,000, of which Rs 3,078 comesf 63 per cent in aliances ing under the banner &isan
from faming Neaty 58 per cent If fames vere to gien dleast Ekta— had resolved. qq
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Siphoning off rural savings to urban areas

The framework i

which the bankin

country operates i

system of th

likewise poise
against the po

and the oral areas

The system colledis

the savings tim th

rural areas an

supplies the mon
to the metopolitan

=

cities, explain
Dr Bharat
Jhunjhunwala

lendes. It has staed the dn DhanYojana to makbanking serces gail
alde to every citizn of the county. This will not be successful despite the

good intentionsThe Yojana will actugllimpoverish the poor y transémring
their saings to the cities

The poor people are being encouraged to park their savings in the banks
under theah DhanYojanalndeedgvety citizn of the county must h&e access
to banking seices sut as dpositing withdrawing or tansérring mong. Jan
DhanYojana also pvides a Ig insuance ceer of Rs 30k and an accidenteo
of Rs one lac. The account holder can also avail of an overdraft facility of Rs
5,000. This facility can be availed, however, only if the account has been active,
that is, the person has made some deposits and transactions in the account. Large
numbes of poor people hae opened accounts tead of these dcilities The
Government reckons that the benefits that will accrue from the deposits made by
the poor people in their bank accounts will be more than the costs incurred in
providing insuance ceer and loans

Making banking accessible by the poor is most welcome. However, this
access to the banking sector does not ensure that benefits will accrue to the ac-
countholdes. This can bexplained § an &ample The British ulers of India
esthlished a huginetvark of rail lines in the countrThey connected the hinter
land to the pds These ail lines wre used to &mspot timber, indigp, cotton
and other marials ér exports to Endgand.Trade fourishedBut India became
poorer by the dg. The British lyers paid lav prices dér the gods &ported
from India and charged high prices for the goods imported by India. Increased
connectiity thus became a serbr the county. Now, estdlishment ofthe il
network was not to blame. The problem lay with the politics of foreign trade.

The Government wants to extricate the poor from the clutches of money




Opinion

The economic framework withingarh was 106. The Banks, theréer. Perhgs the Gavemment has
which trade took place was poisefibre, are working like a huge siealculated that people will devel-
against India and the rail networbhon. They are collecting monewp the habit of depositing money
became an instrument of impovirom the rural areas and smaih the banks in thesed yeas. The
erishing the countrThe sameail towns and it to businessmen in theong tem benets from the de-
network is now beneficial for theurban agas velopment of this habit will be
country. It is being used to @ The &n DhanYojana will more than the short run costs of
mote trade and travel within thesmoothen this transfer of resourcegiving out instance aims
country. So the impact othe il from the wral to the urban aas The &n Dhariyojana tai&s on
network depended upon the overPeople in rural areas will get attradhis negative complexion because
all framework. If the frameworked by the benefits provided undethere are fewer and fewer business
was bad, rail would contribute tdheYojana and put their mop@  opportunities for the poor by the
enhancing that bad. the banksThe banks will then sendday. Businesses s$uas handlooms
The framework in which the tha money to the urban easThe candle making, and bread and bis-
banking system of the countryyojana povides an eerdraft fa- cuit making have been totally tak-
operates is likewise poised agairslity of Rs 5,000 to the accounen over by big manfactuers.
the poor and theural aeas The Therefore, the poor people do not

system collects the savings frot have any reason to borrow from
the rural areas and supplies tt the bank; and the banks do not find
mong to the mewpolitan cities the poor “bankable.” Most mon-
As a esult,the an DhanYojana ey borrowed is used for consump-
will only lubricate the transfer of tion puposesOneVillage Padhan
resources from the poor to the rich told me that most borrowed
Proof lies in the Credit-Deposit money is being used tap liquor
Réio of the banksThe Cedit- Some persons have used the mon-

Deposit Ratio gives the ratio Ol——— s s —————— €Y 10 build a pucca house. But no
credit given and deposits collectiolder onlyif the account is “ac- one has used the borrowed mon-
ed. If a bank has given loan of Rve,” meaning theby thda the ac- ey for productive works such as
100 lacs and collected deposits cbunt holder has generally pubuying a tactor Production ly
Rs 50 lacs then the Credit-Deposgtome money in the account. Thautomatic machines is so much
Ratio is 2. A high Credit-Depositoverdraft facility seems to provideheaper that small businesses sim-
Ratio means bank is bringing momnmore money to the people tharply cannot compete. Labour is
ey from outside and providing todeposited by them. An accounbecoming increasingly redundant.
local people. A low Credit-Depositolder may make his account “ac- The present flow of money
Ratio means the bank is collectintive” by depositing and withdraw{from the poor to the rich can only
money locally & supplying outsidang Rs 500 aafv times Then he be ewrsed if we reseve cetain

In rural Punjh, for ekample can borrow Rs 5,000. It can baectors for the small businesses; or
the Credit-Deposit Ratio for ruralclaimed that this will lead to flowimpose heavy taxes on big indus-
areas s 61 peent.Sg, a bank of money from the urban areas tdries Heavy tax on lage scale lead
in rural Punjab collected deposit afhe wral aeas This is not gacty manufacture, for example, will en-
Rs 100. It had to park about Rs 2@orrect. The Government has acable smaller bread manufacturers
out of this in Government Securitually taken a calculated risk in thi® suwive, tha will geneete de-
ties as perégeve Bank ofindia hope that more money will be demand for credit among them, and
reguldions The bank as left with posited and less will be withdrawencourage the banking sector to
Rs 73 to lend. It lent only Rs 61 ithrough overdraft. Note also thatseve them.Without sub an en-
the rural area. The balance Rs 1Re benefits of insurance cover tabling framework, the Jan Dhan
was sent to the head office anthe account holders have been pr&‘ojana will oyl esthlish one mag
from there to Chandigarh. Thus theided only for a period of fiveroute for transferring the wealth of
Credit-Deposit Ratio for Chandi-yeas. It will be eviewed theeaf- the poor to the rich. qq
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NATIONAL
B Siccl industry braces for tense 2016 I

The over USD 100 billion Indian steel industry is preparing to face tough 2016. Hoping rising domestic
demand in the New Yeatr, it tries to counter predatory pricing and import glut that haunted the sector in 2015.
Amidst subdued demand and the spectre of China flooding global markets with cheaper products, analysts
envisage a rough year ahead for the industry worldwide but expect India to remain more profitable than its
Asian peers helped by higher domestic economic growth and rising demand. The year 2015 was marked by
deflation of commodity prices globally bringing down steel prices. In the Indian context, the drop was steeper
than that of other raw materials, leading to severe pressure on operating margins of steel plants. Besides,
weak demand in major steel producing countries such as China, Japan and South Korea led them to focus
on exports at aggressive prices, including on India, adversely impacting the domestic industry. It led to
prices of some products hit a ten-year low in Indian market.

The combination of predatory pricing and import glut have jeopardised billion of dollars in loans raised by the
domestic steel companies for capacity expansion, a situation that has a major bearing on the financial health of
some of the largest banks in India. The steel sector is a major contributor to the Non- Performing Assets or bad
loan woes of the public sector banks saddled with gross NPAs of around Rs 3 lakh crore. q

Court summons bureaucrats the judge said. The petitioner, whose son is pursuing

The specidCB cout in Hyderbad issued sum- B.E cvil engineering cose &a private collge in this

mons to five government officers accused of cau?&%ﬂ”cﬁhaOI sought a loan to the tuneRs3.10 lakh

a loss of Rs 500 crore to the state exchequer by re- the State bank of India branch. _The Judge ob-
ducing the gvemments stak in a joint @ntue with sewed thee could not be grbar br ganting educa-
Raheja Cquoraion. Advocde T Sriang Raq a city- tional loan which was repayable with interest. Besides

based lawyer, has ttraged before the court the cleawe. pe_titioner had_ given suret_ies, It was noted. The
chit given by the Anti-Corruption Bureau to these gRpiective of providing education load was to help

reaucrats as well as the top officials of Raheja Qg&qple without money pursue their education and "that

poration over “dilution” of APIIC stake in the Rahe¥/ould be defeated” if loan was not given, the Judge
asking the bank to consider the loan application

ja Mindspace project. The court issued summon§‘?ﬁj’ . T

the IAS officers K Ratna Prabha, B P Acharya anlj fnat student was otherwise eligible.

V Subrgmanyam, IPS officer M Gopi Krishna andBarak -8 LRSAM test-fire a success

former joint se@tay (IT&C dgatment) B S Mur _ . _ ,

thy besides Neil Raheja and B Rabindranath, top offi- | "€ India Navy has achieved a major milestone
cials of Raheja Corporation. They are to appearlgepoostlng its antl-f';u_r warfare capability with the
fore the couron February 12,2016.The cout then maiden successful firing of Barak-8 long range sur-
aslkedACB to egister an FIRgainst Rtna Pebha,B face-to-air missile(LRSAM) from destroyer INS Kolk-
P Achawa, Gopi KrishnaB S Muthy, Neil Raheja ata in Arabian Sea near Andaman and Nicobar Is-

and B Rabindranath. lands The missilgointly deseloped B India and Is-
rael, can hit an incoming hostile aircraft or missile at a
Student loan can’t be rejected range of more than 80 km and at a height of 16 km.

The Madurai Bench ofeMadras High court hasUS FranceBritain and Iszel ae the onf other coun-
ruled that an educational loan cannot be rejected méigf in the wrld to have this cpability. _
on the grounds that the employment opportunity was After undergoing some more tests, these mis-
poor and there was stiff competition during the cafiles costing more than Rs 2,700 crore will be fitted
pus inteviews The wling vas gien by listice on all future warships to provide them a sound anti-
K.Ravichandra Babu while disposing a petition filedahywarfare net.Moreover, the Baak-8s willérm a
B.Tamilsehan vho sought to quash theder of the protective shield around battle carrier groups with the
manager of the State bank of India”s Narayanapugifraft carier plging the leacte In lay man tem,
Branch rejecting the loan application for his son. it means the enemy will find it difficult to target the

“The Bank is not justified when it gives thaircraft carrier as the LRSAMs will neutralise incom-
ground that the student does not have employmarg missile or aircraft at long range. While the Indian
oppottunity and thex is stif competition dr jobs” Naw conducted two successful tests of this missile on
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Bl Formation of JV firms with Rlys, st ates cleared Il

The Union Cabinet has approved the formation of Joint Venture (JV) companies with Railways and
States to fast track infrastructure projects. The Cabinet also discussed the Civil Nuclear Agreement with
Australia, signed last month, and approved certain administrative arrangements for the successful imple-
mentation of the accord. This apart, the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA), on its part, ap-
proved a ‘5000-crore subsidy package for promoting the project on installation of solar panels on roof top.

Cabinet also cleared several MoUs with several countries in various fields including tax info exchange,
IT and electronics, recycling construction waste, education and conservation of migratory birds. The tax
pacts were with Maldives and Slovenia, IT and electronic MoU was with Jordan, education pact with Canada
and recycling conservation pact with Norway were the agreements approved by the Cabinet.

The JVs with Railways and the States envisage financial participation of the states as well as faster
decision making process to ensure speedy implementation of rail projects in respective States. The companies
would be formed with equity participation of Railways & concerned State Governments, according to a release. q

two successive days, Israst fieed the weapon sys-men in Indian @ers. Out of the tw Italian marines
tem from one of its ship in Israel, officials said herene- Massimiliano Latorreis in Italy on medical
o . grounds since September last year while Italy is making
No-fail-till-Class 8 policy be revoked efforts in both Supreme Court and international arbi-
A Centre-appatment panel has recommendtration court to allow Salvatore Girone, the other ma-
ed revocation of the ‘no-detention policy’ under whithe, also to return. News reports claimed India and
students could not be failed in exams till class VIlilty are quietly working out an agreement under which
part of the Right to Hetation. Rajasthan educatioftaly will commit to with@mwing objections to Indsa’
ministerVasude Devnani-led panel held a meetingnembeship to bur key export contiol regimes
with education ministers in Delhi to finalize the re- R ,
port in this connection. She had sought opinion of BB0lerance talk ‘Politically Manufactured
education ministers of whom 18 favored revoking The decline in number of complaints received
the polig. The panel has sought magiions to the by the National Commission for Minorities in the last
policy and introducing state level compulsory exarnsple of years clearly indicates that the talk about
for classes V and VIII. intolerance was “politically-manufactured propagan-
“Clearing these exams are mandatory for pd&’, Union Minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi said. The
motions to the next level. Students, who fail to achiéréon Minister of State for Minority Affairs said the
the required learning level, will be given one mbtarendra Modi Government has kicked out “power
opportunity to clear the exam. In case they faillimkers and middlemen” and is now working to en-
achieve the learning level again, they have to rep@atall-ound enponvemment of minorities “Hun-
the lespectie dass’ said Denani.The panel has sug-dreds of crores have already been disbursed to vari-
gested the policy should be applicable to classesou®stees br this pupose” he said.

IV, VI andVII subjected toequied leaning levels “There are people who kept talking of intolerance
. . but the ground reality is different. The humber of com-
No quid pro quo deal with Italy plaints received by the National Commission for Mi-

The External Affairs Mistry has dismissed sugrorities related to such incidents has fallen which exposes
gestions of a quid pro quo deal between India dhig politicayl- mamfactued popajandd, Naqvi told
Italy in which New Delhi allegedly will go easy on tiegorters here. Naqvi alleged that some “so-called polit-
marines issues iatum of Romes$ supparto its bid ical champions of secularism” had triedréate an
for membership in the nuclear export control reginamosphere of fear to defame the Modi Government
Italy, a member ofall our nudear &ports contol butthe people have rejected these “ill designs”. Sharing
group had in Octoberlbdked Indiegs gplicdion to data, Naqvi said that in the year 2012-13, the number
join a ley missile and AV tedinolagy contol com-  of complaints received by the NCM was 2,127 while
mittee. It is believed that this was done by Italyim2013-14 this number was around 2,638. In 2014-15,
protest of Indias arest of two of its marines o the number of such complaints came down to 1,995
are facing trial in India for killing two Kerala fishesnd in the current fiscal, it is around 1,461, hgeaid.
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INTERNATIONAL
I | million arrived in Europe by sea I

Over a million refugees and migrants have reached Europe by dangerously crossing the Mediterranean
Seain 2015, nearly half of them from Syria, the UN Refugee Agency said. “We crossed the threshold overnight
of a million arrivals in Europe by sea in 2015,” said Adrian Edwards, spokesperson of the UN Refugee Agency
(UNHCR). “The vast majority of those attempting this dangerous crossing are in need of international protec-
tion,”the UN agency said. There were 10,00,573 arrivals by perilous sea in 2015 with 84 per cent of the arrivals
coming from ten countries only. The one-million milestone also marks an almost five-fold increase over the
number of migrants who came to Europe in 2014, when the UN recorded 2,16,000 arrivals. 2015 also registered
awhopping 3,735 missing persons and deaths of people trying to cross into Europe on unseaworthy boats and
dinghies in a desperate bid to escape the prolonged violent conflicts and economic crises at home. Of the total
sea arrivals in 2015, 58 per cent were men, 25 per cent were children and 17 per cent were women. g

Chinatries employees of US firm ar d an all-time highunder his leadghip it has
Ten emplgeesof a US companwhich sup- been instrumental in pushing the government to take

plied foreign fast food outlets in China including KFEther measures to reduce smoking and to ban sun-

and McDonalg’ hae been triedver a substanchr P€dS 6r underl8s” Kumars citdion reads
meat scandal, a court official said. He also baired the Indpendent Cancdiask-

A cout in ShanghaiJiading district held otw fOrce and authed the NHS Cancer &gy Achiev-

day trial, said the official, who declined to be nam@g,World Class Cancer Outcom@sStrtegy for
Employees of lllinois-based OSI Group subsidigedand 2015-20pubished in Jly 2013, it said.
Shanghai Husioed ae accused ofnixing out-of- Kumar Iead§ thiggus honous list ofln_dla_n-ongm
date meat with fresh product at a factory shut dof@mescovering felds ofentepreneuship financial
by authorities in 201%he frm’s customexin China Sewices and comunity sevice
previously included global fast food chains, am . . .-
them McDonald’and KFCThe cour also tried em- Jehadists holding 3,000 yazidis hostage
ployees of another OSI unit in the northern province Jehadists in Iraanpd Syria are holding over 3,000
of Hebei on the same charges of producing and S@kidi hostges aYazidi actiist once imprisoned/b
ing inrior poducts accoding to posecutcs. The the ISIS saidAt this moment therae 3,400 people
court named the accused but did not give their cdmdetention Wwo ae Syrian or &qi; Nadia Muad
pary positionsMedia eports sg they indude both Basedaha told Geek Pesident Rykopis Rvlopou-
Shanghai Husitenerl manger and the head ¢he los during a visit tdthens Taha vas &ducted b
factoy in the cityAll the namesppeaed to be ethni- SIS fighters in August 2014 from her village in Iraq
cally Chinese but it was not clear whether any mighahé held for three months, during which time she
foreign ndonals The \edict will be gien @ a ldaer was used as a sex sl@he managed to escape to
date. The controversy came to light after an investigammary and on December 16 told the United Na-
tive report by a Shanghai television station showiets Security Council thESIS “has mad¥azidi
workers on the production line scooping meat off ta@men into fesh to be afficked in” The Yazidis
floor and putting it b&dnto processing mamery. are neither Muslims nor Arabs and follow a unique
) . ) faith despisedylthe ISISThe Kurdish-speaking mi-
Indian-Origin researcher knighted nority is mostly based around Sinjar mountain in north-
An Indian-origin canceesearch expert has reem Irag.In 2014,ISIS jehadists massatyazidis
ceived a Knighthood from Queen Elizabeth Il fdorced tens of thousands of them to flee, and cap-
his “influential” work on prevention and treatmertired thousands djils and wmen as spoils afar.
of cancer in the aoal Nev Years Honous list pub-
lished. Harpal Singh Kumar, who is the chief exeCLpeath sentence for blogger murder
tive of Cancer Research UK (CRUK), has been ho- Two students ere avarded deth penalty and
noured Pr sewrices to canceeseath and being six pesons inkuding outlvedAnsaullah BanigTeam
“hugely influential in promoting research into the pi@ief receved \arious jail tens ty a Banigdesh cour
vention, early diagnosis and treatment of cancer, famdkilling seculanbdgger Ahmed Ryjib Haidegmear
cancer ca&” “CRUK’s income andeseath spend ly three years after he was hacked to death near his
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Inter national

L1 China test s rail car-based missile L1

China claims that it has conducted scientific tests of a rail car-based long-range missile capable of
hitting targets across the US. “Scientific tests in the Chinese territory (have been) conducted according to
the plan,” Defence Ministry spokesperson Col.Yang Yujun told a monthly press briefing. He was responding
to a question in the US media about China conducting a test of rail car-based long-range missile DF-41
capable of hitting targets throughout the US. The canister ejection test of a DF-41 missile from a rail-mobile
launcher was detected on December 5 in western China, US website Free Beacon had reported.

This month marks a significant milestone for Chinese strategic weapons developers and demonstrates
that Beijing is moving ahead with building and deploying the DF-41 on difficult-to-locate rail cars, in addition
to previously-known road-mobile launchers, the website reported quoting US officials. g

home in DhakaSpecialrial Tribunal-3 Udge Sg- system will reduce the income of the poorest work-
eed Ahmed pronounced the verdict in presenceedf,and thathe Ndional LvingWage will do little to
seven of the accused. One of the death row conwvitset these cut$he total mmber ofpeople in pe-
is on the un. The jud@ sentencedofmer privae erty is expected to rise by 3.6 million with 1.9 of that
university students Md Faisal Bin Nayem alias Dwegpease being children. This amounts to 22 per cent
and absconding Redwanul Azad Rana to death. Tdfegll people ving in paerty, up from 20 per cent.
were alsoihed 10,000aka edt The incomes of the bottom 10 per cent in society
Maksudul Hasan aliasik was gien lie tem  are expected to rise by only £90 by 2030 - while the
with a fne of Taka 10,0004d Ehsan Bza alias&®&n- incomes of the top 10 per cent per cent are expected
man, Nayem Sikdar alias Iraj and Nafis Imtiaz wiy®e £14,500 highé&revious angses and &itial fg-
given 10-gar jail withTaka 5,000rie eals. Sadman ures have shown some Government policies having a
Yasir Mahrad was gren thee as in prison and detrimental effect on the welfare of the poorest.
Taka 2,000 inrfe the Daiy Stareported.These stu- _
dents hadawed to kill “gheist toggers”, the ives-  UN Sustainable Development Goals
tigation officer said in theange sheet. They targeted  UN has usbred in the ambitious 2030 Sustain-
Rajib “for his blog posts under the nick of Thababgde De/elopment Goals thaim to end peetty,
ba”and caried out the marder in tvo sgpaite goups  hunger and assure gender equally while building a life
Mufti Jashimuddin Rahmani, the chief of banngfl dignity r all over the net 15 yas. The 15-gar
militant outit ABT, was gen fve yeas of jail and cycle of the anti-poverty Millennium Development
Taka 2,000 irirfe with tv@ months ofadlitional im- Goals (MDGSs) came to an end with 2015 paving the
prisonment in default. Haidar, also an activist of Shﬁbyfor the SDGs, an even more ambitious set of
bagh maementwas haked to detin on Februaly 15, goals to banish a host of social ills by 2030. The official
2013 near his hougeMdrpur. His body brutaly muti-  yshering in of the new 15-year cycle takes place over a
laed. He vas theifst of five Hoggers killed sodt.  24-hour period, coming into effect in each region of
hil lidei the planettahe stoke of midnightThursda.
2 mn more children slide into poverty India is seen as critical for the success of the SDGs,
Another two million UK children will be livinggiven that improving the lives of 1.4 billion Indians
in poverty in 15 years time if the Government cogould make a major dent in the goal of improving
tinues its current policies, a new analysis has said.tives ofall humanityEven bebre the SDGs came
calculations by Landman Economics and the Falii@o effect, India told the UN that it is already imple-
Society hoeer sugest thathe incomes ahe ridiest  menting the ne goals in thedrm of seeral initia-
will increase significantly over the same period. tives launched by the Indian government. “In fact,
The study of policies introduced since the 20dfpst if not all the initiatives launched by Prime Min-
geneal election and their impasto the long-ten  ister Modi can belded to one or marof the SDGs
if left unchanged found that the proceeds of aAynbitious programmes launched by the Indian gov-
growth will overwhelmingly be distributed to thernment like ‘Make in India’, ‘Digital India’, ‘Smart
countiy’s rihestthe ieport’s authos sg. Cities’ and the ‘Skills India’ initiative aim at boosting
They point out that cuts to in-work benefiteconomic developmenaind manufacturing in the
scheduled to come in with the new Universal Crasbuntly and help lift millions out qgfoverty.  qq
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WTO

Developing countries leftin lurch There has been no progress on that.

Doha Round has just narrowly escaped bein O_n the issue OS.SM alsall tha has been _de-
junked altogether by WTO under the pressurec ed is that developing country members will have
manipuléion by the DeelopedMest.The ministerial the right to have recourse toa SSM; the contours of
declaration, adopted after some delay and amid SSM are to be neg_otlated. This means therc_a has
acrimory didrt sbandon the DB, but the eafir- een no progress on this from the Hong Kong min-

mdion was not unanimoughe detaraion noted isterial in 290.5' . . . .
that mary membes reafirm the DDA while othes One ministerial decision that is extremely detailed

do not but that “nevertheless, there remains a str&ﬁl tes to eXPO_” competiti_op and it sets_ out cond_i-
commitment of all Members to advance negotiati § for provision of SUbS'd'.eS a_md credits for agri-
on the remaining Doha issues”. This is the first min%’-_tulal e<port_s Onht_hehﬁce qf't’ th.'s Bwours devel- -

terial declaration has acknowledged sharp differ&fi09 co_untrles whic get tlmg till end 2018 to ehn_n-
es on something so corthe very nature of a round nate their export subsidy while developed countries

In fact, the Nairobi ministerial also leaves a windBWe to eliminge t_he_is im'me_di'aaly. But e(Pe.'tS on _
open for the inclusion of new issuemvestment, a_grlc_ultu_ral nego_tlatlons _|n_S|st that the_: ministerial deci-
competition, transparency in government procu?é?_n is riddled with prowsmns_that give a lot of f'?x.'

ment, to name just three — that developed countﬂ@ ty to_ the developed co_untnes an_d reduce flexibil-
have been pushing for and developing countries HYG8 aailble to the desloping countries

been esistingindia hasxpressed its dippointment India launches safeguard investigation

with the declaration. . .
On 10 December 201Bdia notifed theN' TO’s
Issues crucial for India stalled Committee on Safeguards that it initiated on 7 De-

What did the developing countries — especi% bher 2015a slafeguard ilnvgstigation on Hot-rolled
India — get out of th&/TO ministerial meeting at ts_ eet; and plates (excluding hot rolled f_Iat prod-
Nairobi? The prime concerns of India viz. Specli’éﬂtS in coil érm) of allgy or non-ally steel hang

Safeguard Measures and Public Stock-holding [(ffSfinal thickness less than or equal to 150mm and

to mention the key question of domestic subsidy'¥gMinal width of greater than or equal to 600mm. In

agriculture in developed countries), there is no md{é- notification, India indicated as follows: -

ment whatsoever beyond what was already stated in Al Intéested pares mg male their vies
previous Ministerials and subsequent decisions y&¥¥n within a period of 30 days from the date of
ago. he pompousepetition ofthose decisions coulgthe notice issued (i.e. 7 Decembfar 2015) by the Direc-
not hide the sgnding staus quoOn both issuethe  tOF General (Safeguards) Tbe Director General
ministerial decisions gnkick the ball fuiher On  (Safeguards) New Delhi.Any other party to the in-
public stockholding, the decision is to start serid{@tigation who wishes to be considered as an inter-

efforts in various WTO to negotiate and adopt a péated party may submit its request so as to reach the
manent solution. Director General (Safeguards) on the aforementioned

At the ninth ministerial in Bali in 2013, a peagédress within 15 days from the date of the aforesaid
clause was negotiated which said that countriegat¢ of issuance of the notice by the Director Gener-
danger of breaching the WTO limits on subsidi@s(Safeguards).”
would not be lible to ay action till a penanent A sabguad investigtion seeks to detaine
solution to the problem is worked out. This solutid#hether increased imports of a product are causing,
was to be wrked out ly 2017 Initially, there was Or is threatening to cause, serious injury to a domestic
ambiguity about whether the peace clause would ceglssty. During a s&juad investigtion, impotters,
in that year, but last year India refused to agree exporters and other interested parties may present ev-
protocol on drade FAcilitdion Agreement (TK) till  idence and views and respond to the presentations of
the peace clause was made indefinite — that is, tithar paties A WTO member matale a safyjuad
pemanent solutionas bund.This was greed to in action (i.e. restrict imports of a product temporarily)
November 2014 and it watso decided that workonly if the increased imports of the product are found
on nepotiaing a pemanent solution euld bgin. to be causingr thredening to causserious injytqq
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