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(E Letters

India's Pakistan Policy

Yet another terror attack, this time in Uri near LOC in J&K has
brought India-Pakistan relations back into the focus with a lot of anger
among the common people that include die-hard supporters of PM Naren-
dra Modi. Spotlight is also on the policies of BJP led NDA government.
Countrymen are furious and rightly so. This government is in office for
two and half years now. To add to it is the way BJP in general and Naren-
dra Modi ji in particular attacked UPA government for its weak Pak-policy
in run up to 2014 general Election. The high voltage campaigning gave an
impression that Modi ji and his team have a plan ready and needed simply
an opportunity to put that plan into action. This impression of being a
decisive leader won him not only large number of admirers but much needed
comprehensive mandate to be free from coalition pressures. Waiting for
half of the term and still unable to find the promised policy on ground
people of India have started questioning.

This furry was visible in social media after the Uri attack. Videos and
other statements of Modi's promises were dug out to remind him his own
stated position before becoming the Prime Minister. Shifting stance from
fuming to reconciliatory tunes has further disappointed the public in
general. Hardcore supporters of PM are trying their best to find solace in
distractions like the introduction of a bill to designate Pakistan a state
sponsor of terrorism by two American lawmakers in US House of Represen-
tatives crying that the world is slowly waking up to a stark reality that
Pakistan is the epicentre of terrorism. But all these expressions are hard-
ly making any impact. The reason is apparent. We all knew from the begin-
ning that Pakistan is a rogue state and it exports terrorism to most parts
of the world, and has made world a dangerous place to live in.Being a victim
of Pak sponsored terrorism, India had been repeatedly saying that Pakistan
is sponsoring terrorism in many parts of India. ~ The world community lis-
tened to India's pleading patiently but never bothered to act upon it.

Now, as the ghost of terrorism is taking an ugly turn, world is slowly
recognizing this reality. It is better late than never. Though many coun-
tries may side with Pakistan, they too will fall in live in due course of
time. Even after raising Kashmir issue in UN General Assembly session,
Pakistan has not found no takers of K-bogey, as the world community feels
that Pakistan is the main culprit behind mess uprising in the Valley. Af-
ghanistan and Bangladesh also have lashed at Pakistan for sponsoring ter-
rorism in their countries. Issue is what is India doing? Is this govern-
ment acting in the manner it expected UPA to act.

— sunil Katoch, Bhaderwalh made fantastic contributions
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Quote-Unquote
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"We strongly condemn the
cowardly terror attack in Uri.
| assure the nation that
those behind this despica-
ble attack will not go unpun-

ished."

"Those who think they can
keep Pakistan together by
attacking other cultures with
jihadist extremism, should

visit Dhaka."
Brad Sherma

US Congressmé

"The Hindu community has

to world civilisation and to

American culture."
Donald fiump

US Presidential Nomi

"Being told how going to a
temple makes me a non-
Muslim, is plain callous. No
one has the right to say that.

How does it affect anyone?"

the vi_ews Soha Ali Khal
ree with, Actor
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Surgical strikes Pierce Nuclear Blackmaill

When Prime Minister Narendra Modi during his radio programme 'Mann ki Baat' after Uri
attack declared thattackers would not go unpunished; even his diehard supporters were not
convinced. It was taken to be just another pompous sentence. Frustrated by repeated terror at-
tacks by Pakistan trained .equipped and sponsored terrorists people of India almost predicted the
official statement even before they were made. Infuriated observers would criticise for terming
these terror strikes as 'surprise attack'. Even after near three decades of similar assaults. Even
Pakistan and its military planners including the terror network managers had almost taken things
for granted. They had mastered dubious art of striking at will and the ranting 'Threat of Nuclear
War' forcing world community to pressurise India into a sort of helplessness. It was in a manner
the proverbial "Chakravyuh" to which India had no answ&kEscan say that is the past nafter
Indian army carried out surgical strikes across the Line of Control dismantling at least seven
camps in PoK- the areas of the Indian state of Jammu Kashmir illegally occupied by rogue nation
state called Pakistan. This unimaginable operation was accomplished in a professional manner
without receiving a scratch by the team of army commandos after getting a go ahead from the
government. Nobody had ever any doubt about the professional capalllingness to take the
risk of highest order or for that matter the required ability & resources for undertaking such kind
of operations in enemy-controlled territoty fact serious observers claim that such actions in a
limited manner where being undertaken whenever need was felt earlier also. Fundamental differ-
ence that makes these surgical strikesdstone as unique is the open, frank and candid owner-
ship of it by the political leadership. Government and the Prime Minister surely demonstrated the
political will to take the risky action. But the country as a whole and that includes the political
organisations opposed to the ruling BJP stood as a single unit behind such an action and expressed
the need to ensure that costs of sponsoring and exporting terror is increased manifold for Pakistan.
Other appreciable aspect of this new strategy is that the decision to punish Pakistan was not a rash
decision taken as any emotional outburst. The diplomatic route was chosen before unsheathing the
iron fist. Immediately after the September 18 attack on the Inliany, Prime Minister called
National SecurityAdvisor for information on the perpetrators and how they managed to get inside
the brigade headquarters. The Pakistan connection became evident from the GPS sets found on the
four dead terrorists as well as from the interrogation of their two guides caught by Uri villagers.
Pakistan's high commissioner to India ‘foul mouthed'Abdul Basit was summoned and given a
protest letter detailing the involvement of a terror group based in his coBakistan as usual
chose denial as its response, with Nawaz Sharif raising Kashmir in his speech at the United Na-
tions. Pakistani rightly even spoke of terrorist Burtdami as a leader in his shamed UN speech. It
comes out now that after examining the options in consultation with the three service chiefs, the
surgical strike option was chosen by September 23. Once the decision had been taken, Doval,
Army chief Gen. Dalbir Singh and other operational planners discarded their mobile gkibnes.
communications were direct or through highly secured lines @dwpstant monitoring of the
Pakistani political leadership and army brass, including the Rawalpindi-based X Corps in charge of
PoK as well as the Gilgit-based commander of the Northezas, was carried out. Reactions as
an aftermath of these still 'unbelievable'strikes by India is almost on expected lines. Shocked
Pakistan is in complete denial mode which in itself is the proof of it being caught on wrong foot.
There is also considerable scepticism in the western media of the Indian version of events. Even
known anti-India elements and designer Journalist within country joined by various discredited
political elements have begun to chant Pakistani line. But that hardly changes anything on ground.
Credit goes to the government for managing the issue both before and after successful operation in
a mature manneResults of proper management are for all to be seen in the reaction of all the
important leaders and nations of the world. In conclusion we will like to point out that this is only
the beginning of new erdVe can't expect our problems with Pakistan to end witsistematic
follow up with enhancement of capabilities is agnh Nevertheless Jai Hind; Jai Hind Ki Sena.
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Mist ake With GM Must ard?

The high-level pus
to get GM foo
crops planted i

India is by-passin

proper pocesse
and pocedues an
in spite of fou
high-level epotts
advising against th
adoption of thes
crops, highlight
Colin Todhunter

long-tem atadk on Indias local cooking oil pduces. In just 20 gas,

they have reduced India from self-sufficiency in cooking oil to importing
half its needsNow the gvemments dtempts to impose GM ustad seed
threden to wipe out a op d the oot of Indian bod and &ming tiaditions

In 2013 Indias formerAgriculture Minister Shad Rwar accused US com-
panies ofderiling the n@on's oilseeds pduction pogramme Similar @ims
had been made in 1998 concerning the so-called mustard oil tragedy when Rajas-
than Oil Industries Association claimed that a “conspiracy” was being hatched and
that the “invisible hands of the multinationals” were involved.

Both figures seem to have a point. India was almost self-sufficient in edible
oils by the mid-1990&ut by 2014 it s the wrld’s biggest impoter of cook-
ing oils Under pessue from theWorld Bank,India bgan to educe impdr
tariffs on edible oils and imports then began to increase.

The country now meets more than half its cooking oil requirements through
imports, with palm oil shipped from Indonesia and Malaysia and soybean oil
from Brazil and Argentina (see here), with devastating impacts on the environ-
ment. At the same time, there is a push to get GM mustard (and other crops)
commecialised andrgwn in Indian ields

The GM nustad issue cannot bevdrced fom the unning devn of Indias
indigenous edible oils production. The cynical argument being forwarded for intro-
ducing GM mustard is to diminish reliance on imports, especially as it is said to

SWADESHI 11051
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possess a trait that makes it hig
yielding Given the ole tha trade
rules had in decirirag Indias oils
sector, this argument is little mor

GM Is not

than a smokescreen to divert atte wanted or
tion from this ealitywhich has to . .
date certainly benefited US agribug reqUWEd IN
ness Cargill. What is more dece | .
ndia.

tive is that the genetically engineer
mustard does not produce highe
yields than non-GM mustard.

In addition, the high-level
push to get GM food crops plant-the low productivity of Indian endeavor independent from vest-
ed in India is by-passing propefaming undemined indignous ed inteests Howe\er, the hand
processes and procedures in whatoduction and that non-GM va-of Bayer is ¢ear to sedt is aTro-
is a case of “unremitting regulatorieties of mustard are better yieldan horse crop that is intended to
ry delinquency”. Moreover, fouring, where is the logic in promotopen the regulatory floodgates for
high-level reports advising againgtg GM varieties? the sanctioning of other GM
the adoption of these crops in In-  Consider that India is the big-crops Tha'’s not a wild laim. It
dia are being side-lined: gest ecipient oMbrld Bank loans is a tactic that has already been
— The ‘Jairam Ramesh Report’ ah the history of that institution. employed the GMO agritech sec-

February 2010imposing an in- And consider that the opening ugor: Syngenta once described GM
definite moratorium on Bt of Indias ayiculture sector todr- Golden Rice as a device to create

Brinjal; eign agribusiness via the Knowlregulatory tension” with the ul-
— The ‘Sopory Committee Re-edge Initiative on Agriculture is dimate aim of breaking down reg-
port’ [August 2012]; quid pro quo deal for the US sanadlaory bariers.

— The ‘Parliamentary Standingioning investmentin and the open-  GM mustard is being undem-
Committee’ [PSC] Report oning up ofIndias rudear indusy.  ocratically forced through with
GM crops [August 2012]; andSuch considerations steer us tdlawed tests or no tests and a lack

— TheTednical ExparCommit- wards the real reasons for the r@f pulic scutiny. It is also a her
tee [TEC] Final Report’ [Junedentless drive for a GM India.  bicide-tolerant crop (to be reliant

July 2013]). The push to get GM mus-on Bgers non-seleste weedkill-
Given that trade rules and notard into India is presented as aar Basta) that is wholly inappropri-
a3 ate for a country like India with its

ﬁ‘m{'ﬂaﬁﬁ’ﬁﬂmﬂ | lgﬂﬁ | small biodierse &irms tha could

nEddFedafd | |

be affected by its application.

GM is not wanted or required
in India. From research institutes,
regulatory agencies and decision-
making bodies riddled with con-
flicts of interests to strings-attached
trade deals and nuclear agreements
and pessue from the World
Bank, the answer to why India is
trying to pursue the global agribusi-
ness-bd@d GM pute is tear

Transnédonal aribusiness
armed with its kkemicals and
chemical-responsiveNl) seeds
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Don’t give go ahead to GM must ard,

farmers and activist s tell MP Govt

Farmers and actist groups in Madhya Pradesh have askec
government not to give its approval for genetically modified mus
fearing a threat to the organic variety which is produced in |
guantity in the state. In a letter written to environment ministér
Dave, representatives of over two dozen farmer groups and

on GM Mustard.

The opposition comes after the safety document prepared
sub-committee of Genetic Engineerfygproval Committee (GEAC
was put up on the environment minissryvebsite on September
inviting comments within a month. “The government can’t force
ple to eat GM mustard,” the letter said, asking the minister not td
approval for GM Mustard. “What is the need to introduce GM n
tard when everyone already knew the fate of Bt cotton?” they a

Madhya Pradesh is the fourth major state producing mu
with a share of nearlyl® to the countrg total mustard productio

SO bio-diverse.”

If there are to be any winners
here, it will be Monsanto/Bayer and
| th€agill as Indig'farmers contime
tarth buckle under the pressures of
argeeoliberalism & under-investment.

The decision over GM Mus-
thased is close, despite data being

promoting organic farming sought disclosure of all safety documentsept out of the public domain and

the whole processes surrounding
py tthee regulation of GMOs having

been described as a case of “unre-
5, mitting fraud”. The sanctioning of
peo6M food crops will alter the ge-
giveetic coe of Indias food system
usto suit the profit margins of the
skdikes of Monsanto/Bayer with ir-
staréversible consequences for bio-
. sabty (ecolgy and health):

In the past, Madhya Pradesh has strongly opposed introductipn ge- “This technglds a classic case

netically modified technologyvith the then state agriculture minisfer of ‘unforeseeable systemic ruin’, which

Ramkrishna Kusmaria, an agricultural doctorate, submitting a poalieans that we will know we are ruined

he authored on dangers of ‘Genetically Modified Organisms’ t¢ thafter it happeAs they saipe dead

members of the parliament in 2010, arguing that GM foods in theannot make a comeb&ckria

long run will end the autonomy of farmers and make them depenpdeRbdrigues

on monopolized supply sources. The genuine solution for se-
Farmers with whom HT spoke said they were not being incuring sufficient healthy food is to

formed about what could happen with the use of GM Mustard ip thedopt more sustainable, organic,

long run. Laxman Singh Muniya from Jhabua questioned as tq whstolagjical &rming systems tha

the government canimprove local seed varietie&nother farmel  draw on Indias \ast indignous

Jagdishvadav from Rewa district said they were apprehensive abokhowledge of agriculture to pro-

its long-term impact on the health of people. “Manipulating cropq likenote food self-sufficiency and sov-

this, playing with nature can be dangerdi¥e dont need to take erignty India should learfrom

this risk, especially when we havedat it,” he said.q the mistakes it made in adopting

uses the language of crisis to cofmt) of rice, 95 mt of wheat, 170Green Rwlution ideolgy and
vince people oits enomous al- mt of vegetables, 85 mt of fruitpracticesAsViva Kermani agues
ue to humanity: that the world40 mt of coarse cereals and 18 rndias farmers hae laitimae
would stave without its prducts  of pulses (according to the Ecoclaims to being scientists, innova-
However, in India, people go hunnomic Suvey)... our rmers tors, natural resource stewards,
gry because of, for instance, a lagffow enough to feed all Indianseed savers and hybridisation ex-
of income, under-investment inye|l with Hbod stples We hae 66  petts Unlike fly-by-night coporate
faming mismangement or poor mt of grain, two-and-a-half timesprofiteers who can in no way be
logistics — not because of an inhe required buffer stock (on Jantrusted,famers’ knovledg and
ability to produce engh food.  yary 1, 2013). The country haskills have been developed over
Environmentalist Viva Kermani reached this stage through... theullennia. a9
states knowledg and skill ofour famm- Colin Todhunter is an etensively
“India has been self-sufficienters who have bred and saved seed  published independent writer and
. . former social policy researcher based in
in food staples for over a decadéhemselvesnd exchanged their

" > 3 the UK and India and can be contacted
It grows about 100 million tons seed in ways that made our fields

8

1)

at colin_todhunter@yahoo.co.uk.
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Unique Round T able on GM-Must ard
Cautions Government

\ve FoundTalde Conérence’on issuesefded words
the GM-Mustat crops It was a unique Dr. Vandana Shva the

Round-table Conference that withessed experts, emidronmentalist recalled he
entist,civil society aactists anddmers’ associgon  sociation with SIJM from its
leaders belonging to different ideological leaningseftion when Rev. Dattopant
coursing together on an issue of tremendous impbinengdi ji was at the helm
tance thehas &r rating consequencé&xpets from  affairs.She temed the ghering
other nationalities were also among those who t@skThe Summit of Conscierg
patt in the discussions like the one organised by Nicf

Discussions began with Ajey Bharti inviting guéss Hulot in 2015. Summit &
speakers and SJM leadership Sh. Kashmiri Lal @wsciences for the climate” was launched with a
Dr. Ashwani Mahajan on the Dias and lightinghef speech by French President Francois Hollande in July
lamp He handed\er the stge to Dr. Ashwani Ma- 2015. Participants of this conference are resisting the
hajan to conduct fthrer poceedings onslaught of MNCs like Bayer/Monsanto out to take

Dr. Ashwani Mahajan inbduced guests and theover nice ownership of Indian Agriculture that has
subject and raised several piercing questions like Wh§00 years old history and in integral part of our
is GM-Mustard needed in first place. He also alludadlizaion ethosShe accused MNCs gbbalising
to relaed issues kkBio-dversity Risk-Assessment,falsehooddr selling tgins to ear moke piofits. Term-
impact on emplgnent and health efor. Mahajan ing corporates like Bayer & Syngenta as murderers,
also quoted Prime Minister who had admitted tHiat. Vandana xplained hev Genetic engineering is
GM is a conversialTecnology.He adled thaSIM related to patenting of seeds and how the hard earned

SWADESHI 505 ’
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paent lavs of India ae being tredened She tamed optimistic in saying that2dentury will be the centu-
GM-Mustard as illegal at every step that is involvedyiof Humanity as against"2Dentury that turned to
cases at so many places including the fraud sciertéstha vanity
who claim to have developed it. Dr. Eric Sealini, The vell
Prof. Sadin Chaturvedi, DG RIS in his brief known French molecular bi
intervention inbrmed the par ogist, political advisor and
ticipants about the methodolo-ivist on genetically modified
gy prepard Lty his institute to ganisms and foods asked
study the socio-economic im-cerned authorities to make p
pact of GM Tednology. Dr. lic all data related to GM M
Chaurvedi said thaafter the tard. He underlined that G
hearing in Supreme Court durerops hae long tem health ef
ing the Bt. Brinjal case governfects and a three-month study is not enough. Both
paos ment realised the need to studindian cvilisgional Dhama and moderscience ja
the impact ofGM food cops It was after thaRIS thrust onTruth andTranspagng/, hence in the inter
was contacted and a group consisting of memiessof all concerned facts must put in public domain,
from 6 institutions was constituted to prepare a frarhe-added
work for sut a stugl. He adied thathe goup found “l am shocked that they are about to commer-
around 250 studies out of which around 200 weralise GM mustard and yet no one has asked the uni-
sponsoed diectly or indiectl by the coporates Very  versity for dood analsis or thededing studie&M
few studies were independently funded. He furtloesps and herbicidesvealong tem health d&cts
informed thathe famevork tha has poposed some and three-month study is not enough. | strongly urge
58 parameters to study the impact recommendiripea people of India to be scientific and ask for all
regular mechanism to study and asses’ impact of tdate to be made public.” He asked why artificially
nology has been submitted to the authorilesSa- modified GM crops are needed when there are other
chin pointed out that the debate over GM has bedternatives available.
old one and we have already entered a post GM de- Quoting his study showing the toxic and carci-
bate. Assessment will be required in all such case®geEnic popeties ofgyphosge-based unduphe
added. termed the gnetic engineering tie bod supp) is
Nicholos Hulot the the biggest faud in the histgrof science andvolves
FrenchJournalist, writer, en some leading scientific institutions who systematically
ronmentalist, pleaded for ap misiepresent &cts Aout GMOs
plication of precaution to avo He further added that even in crops used for
catastrophic impact. He cit fodder the impact of animal life must be studied as a
example to show that how respect for life.
takes around 25 years to get : | Suman Sahayof Gene
tain adverse impacts noticeds % > "1 campaign was explicitly prai
Hence instead of waiting for B8 i 1 swadeshi Jagran Manch for
years to look for symptoms of impact it is better ¢g@nising such an impress
be careful particularly at a time when neither mamafind table conference and t
nature, nor science and conscience are synchronisgdead in opposing the gg
Hulot emphatically declared the use of GM as degtinmentt move to go ahe
mental 6r the iimers based his mamal gperience with GM-Mustard in spite gt
throughout werld. He temed this tdmnolagy as the the fact that the incumbent ga
ugliest face of imperialism and capitalism. Hulot éeament of the day has ideological affmlty with them.
fined the fight against GM as a fight for Humanig§he emphasised witthemence the madrauthority
between veak and stng He opined thiaEcolagical integrity and honesty of purpose to behave in such a
Agriculture was the way forward, particularly for paoanner and she profusely thanked SJM for the same.
famers lving a misede life everywhere. He was Speaking on the subject of the day Suman start-
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Swadeshi Jagran Manch Round T able Conference

1.

for a round table discussion on emerging issues and key challenges on GM Mustard. This is meet
call to action to oppose the unscientific claims of GM Mustard bio-safety report released earlier thig
After much debate and thougW/e the undersigned unanimously resolve:-

10.

11.

declaration on the GM Must ard

On 30th SeptembgeR016, Scientists, farmerstganisations, civil society members and activists

The bio safety report issued by Government of India Genetic Enginégprgisal Committee (GEAQ
is the propaganda of foreign GM MNCs and propagates theirs intefbitds trying to unscientifically
irresponsibly and undemocratically impose GM Mustard on the poor Indian farmers.

It is the decision of this meeting, to not accept the unscientific and incomplete GMO mustard bi
report. The one month bio safety report viewing period, only serves the purpose of the GMO lo
biotech companies. For all these reasons we demand public and independent scientists shoul
independent studies making sure all aspects of food safety are tested, along with farmers rig
seeds are protected.

This meeting concludes that only with the conservation of biodiversityironment and soil can huma
ity survive and to do this we must not allow any patents on s&ébds, keeping our seeds fréemed
with GMO- Bt seeds and illegal patents foreign MNCs have destroyed drek&'d sovereigntyrhis
patent regime is making Indian farmers perpetually dependent on seeds of MNCs, while at the s
foreign corporations are destroying sovereignty and resilience of Indian agricultural and food g
To conserve Indig’ biodiversity living beings, trees and Ind&sovereignty we have to ensure that
seed is free and farmers ‘rights are protect#¥d.also demand all patents - used as prior art or pa
technology used in development of GM mustard should be disclosed and kept in the public Wém
demand total disclosure and transparency

It is clear from this conference that agribusiness and biotech corporations together are spreading
propaganda on “Climate Smart agriculture” and claiming that their seeds and technology will cou
climate uncertainties and still be beneficial for the soil and agriculture. But this is not true, alread
have been proven to increase diseases, disrupt the environment and further destroy the local bi
The experience of Bt Cotton, which alone is responsible for the suicide of lakhs and lakhs of pod
farmers, has already shown us that GMOs are detrimental to the India and harmful for Indian fa
It is the demand of this meeting that before any decision is taken on GM Mustard there should be
independent and governmental studies conducted by scienAiies. evaluating the socio-econom
scientific and agronomical aspects all documents should be placed in the public domain far re
This meeting brings to attention that GMO mustard would negatively impact the agricultural prod
and severely impact allied sectors such as beekeepers, ordhardssdic medicine makers, practiti
ners and India at large because many countries do not allow import of GM foods in their countrig
India would have to incur huge economic losses.
This meeting concludes that in the name ‘Free-trade’ the WTO is working to benefit the large MN
their IPRs regimes are responsible for stealing away rights of our p&@pleppose any such agre
ments and demand that such agreements should be annulled.

We also demand that corporations guilty of exploiting Indian farmers and have repeatedly co
injustice against them, should be made liable through legal inquiries. They should compensate f{
ers for their crimes.

met
ng was a
month.

D safety
bby and
d conduct
hts’ over

IN-

ame time
ystems.
the
\itents
nain.

their false
nter the
y GMO
bdiversity
r Indian
mers.
multiple
C,

iew
Lctivity
O_

bs. Thus

Cs and
he_

mmitted
he farm-

We demand that the foreign ‘Company Raj' Indian agriculture should end and the government should

promote Swadeshi and traditional agriculture. The government should promote an agricultur
quality seeds are available at reasonable prices, and where the farmers are never exploited and
versity is respected.

b where
all biodi-

Swadeshi is our Indian dharma and duty accordance with this dytye pledge to respect and con-

serve al members dfasu Deva Kutumbkham that is entire globe as a family
We pledge to keep India free of foreign poison makers (Monsanto, ,HayEont, Dow etc) and mak

11%

Indian agriculture and society free of their poisong.
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ed with questioning the quigkfion GEAC to test Average of yield is a misnomelo daim incease in

GM tednolagy and Bio-saty noms Rushing GM yield oer national average is fraud. He cited example

food crops is violating rights of consumers in the$ Mayhco because afhich Kamaaka &mers lost

country, she contined.In &sence oflabelling and 235 crore worth of crops and companies escaped

liability laws, who will be responsible for the irrespampunished and state govt paid a meagre compensa-

sible conduct of companies she asked. Who will fi@a of 35 cores thatoo from stée exchequerQut-

nalise them, she continued. ing the resolution of BKS titled tSfod pkfg,] tgj ughaA
Aruna Rodrigebased her presentation on RTMohini ji warned the government about dangerous

reply from DRMR. She categorimplications of going ahead with GM Mustard.

ically defied field trials as com- Dr. Pushpa Bhagva the pymp

plete fraud. Not enough years ancenowned microbiologist alj#!

sufficient location were utilised tdoegan his address by thanki#é

conduct these so called trails, ev&3UM for organising this impqg§

4l if we believe the claims made otant conference on vital issue.§

\ its face alue She tamed Pof.

2006 to a*rf|C|aIy enhance the yiellditns

Kavita Karuganti Kavita
as usual was focussed, prg
and straight in her pointed p
sentation. She began by as
ing that No GMO has ever be
developed without comprom
ing science, be that Bt. Cott
Bt. Brinjal and new GM Mu
tard. She was unambiguoud

his own findings submitted inan anguished DBhaga\a Hel|

sue of GM Mustard is cruclt

painfully stressed the fact thai ="
GM Mustard is allowed in this manner; Indlan agri-
culture- the life line of our country- will be handed
over USA though MNCs The commarial culva-

tion of Genetically Modified (GM) mustard would
be “disastrous” as it would eventually open doors
for multingional copordions to contol India$ ayri-
culture. “It's a disastdf you pemit it then pu open

the floodgates br other GM cops Our ariculture

will be in the hands of multinational corporations like

stding thad tednolagy was not the solutlon to our Bayer. We will lose our ingindencg Dr. Bhagava
oilseed crisidt needs to be adessed in a comgpr apprehendedf we are able to stop it, that will be
hensive manner that looks for solution not from sugire most impdant victoy for democagy. Explain-
ply side onl, but also gplores avareness campaignsing hav food kusinesswhich is the bigest lusiness

on consumption side als®he futher adled tha
farmers ae not poducing oil seeds due toeg
imports. She was of the opinion theGM Mustad

in India has been eyesore of MNCs, He added that
whoever controls Agriculture , he controls the destiny
of this country as more than 60 per cent population

has put both science and democracy to shame. THependant on this sector and 70 per cent rural India is
are no health>@ets in GEAC. yield incease issue the most vulnerable.

has been pricked, states don’t want it yet it is being Drawing a connection between attempts to con-

imposed, she added. She further said that those tmbloseed production and control over pesticides he
are trying to introduce GM under Swadeshi label masited people to find the most sold drugs their manu-

realise &ison is Bison &en if it is 'ed ty mother
GM crops from Indian camp
nies or developers is not diff
ent, she opined.

Mohini Mohan Mishra
said that pure lies are be
spread to impose GM on co
try. There is not eseash going
on anywhere in the world f
higher yieldsSimilaly Néional [ §
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factures to see the link. On Environment Ministry sub-

committee report declaring the GM mustard technol-

ogy saé for consumption and einonmentDr. Bhar

gava said, “My general impression of the AFES report

is that most of the important conclusions that have

been drawn, have been arrived at on the basis of insuf-

ficient data and inadequate experimentation.”
Asserting that India will not be a free country if

GM Mustad is alleved,he stged } we hae to win

this Battle. qq
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Isn't the GM Must ard debate about a
junk variety?

Although the su
committee of th
GEAC has clead
three varieties 0
GM Mustad
(including DMH-11.
and two paental
lines) as bein
‘safe’, the fac
remains that th
safety data is bein
kept hidden. Thi
had pompted ClI
to direct GEAC t
shar safety dat
with the public, say,
Dr. Devinder
Sharma

of wha was lger called a¥ellov Revwolution. The Oilseed$edinology
Mission he launched in 1986 converted India — from a major importer to
become almost self-sufficient in edible oil production — in 1993-94, in less than
ten yeas. A remakéeble abievement,indeed And then bgan the dwnslide
India hapily boved toWorld Trade Oganiséion (WTO) pressues to Kill its
Yellov Rewolution. In fact,the demise ofhe Yellov Rewolution is alassic case
of how a promising domestic edible oil sector was sacrificed at the altar of
economic liberalisation. Severe cuts in import tariffs brought in a flood of cheap
imports theelby pushing dmers out of cultivation. Import duties — fom a
bound leel of 300 per cent @ slashed to almostma — in a phased manner
As a esult,famers @andoned cult&tion of oilseeds ops and the prcessing
industy too pulled den the shuttex. India todg impots moe than 67 per cent
of its edible oil requirement costing a whopping Rs 66,000-crore.

So when the new Environment Minister Anil Madhav Dave said the other
day to an international news agency Reuters that India was keen to cut down the
huge import bill of edible oils, it certainly was a welcome statement. Agriculture
Minister Radha Mohan Singh too has time and again stressed on the need to
reduce the geendence on edéoil impots Ask ary educted and conceed
citizen and he too would call for cutting down on imports and helping domestic
farmers. But | thought the ministemould d least knw tha India was actuafl
self-suficient in edile oils and it because adur faulty tade policies thahe
country has tuned into wrld’s second biggst impoter of edilde oils

When | made a presentation before the high-level Shanta Kumar committee
on bifurcding Food Coporation of India (FCI) on ha trade libealiséion had
destoyed the oilseecewolution, he vas ery undestandingHis recommenda-
tions include the need to revisit the trade policies so as to protect domestic pro-
duction fom deger impots | wish both Mr Rdha Mohan Singh and Knil

Thirty years back, the then Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi laid the foundation
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GM Mustard will have Serious Health &
Environment al Impact

GM Mustard will have “serious” health and environmental impact, a
farmers body claimed and demanded a ban on the mustard hybrid. In its
resolution, Kisan Ekta, reminded Prime Minister Narendra Modi that GM
Mustard is a “negative” value crop and will “endanger” not only farmers but
also trade, exports and environment as well.

The farmers body also decided to re-launch “Yellow Revolution” with
a focus on organic and agro-ecological approaches, higher assured pric-
es and increased protection from cheap imported oil.

“We resolve categorically to demand to the government that GM Mus-
tard has to be banned. We want the state governments also to reject GM
mustard. “It is high time that we address the real issues that farmers face,
vis-a vis farmer suicides, increasing cost of production, near stagnant pric-
es, decreased import tariffs, massive crop losses, increasing debt of the
farmers, and depleting natural resources including a healthy and organic
soil,” the body said in a statement. The farmers body said that Indian agri-
culture has a strong “No GMO” brand value and is moving to a high value
“Organic” brand, with very impressive growth rates while GM Mustard will
destroy this trade advantage and the long-pending shift to organic farming
and agro-ecological agriculture.

“We have also clearly understood that globally, there is massive op-
position to any GM crop and any attempt to release more GM crops in India
will endanger not only our farmers, but also our trade, exports and environ-
ment as well. “We wish to remind the PM that GM Mustard is a negative
value crop, while organic mustard will have huge value appreciation. This
is advantageous for the farmer, trader and consumer. No sensible nation
will destroy this advantage,” they said. Other Anti GM activists have raised
concerns on the process currently being undertaken by the Genetic Engi-
neering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) under the Environment Ministry for
GM mustard which they have termed as “meaningless and unscientific”.

GEAC had constituted a sub-committee of scientific experts to exam-
ine the bio-safety data on GM mustard. The report was placed on the Envi-
ronment Ministry’s website, inviting comments. Activists have alleged that
the committee did not have any health expert and three of its members
have conflict of interest. (REOPENS DES 62). The body claimed that the
present GM Mustard like any other GM crop, will have serious health and
environmental impact and the herbicide tolerance technology used in de-
veloping it will have “far reaching implications”. It also referred to the rec-
ommendations of a Parliamentary Standing Committee on Agriculture (2012)
and Supreme Court Technical Expert Committee (2013) that such technol-
ogy should not be introduced in India.

“Farmers are already reeling under increasing weed problem and
use of hazardous herbicides, and this crop would force us to use more and
more herbicides to combat “superweeds”,” it said. They said that India’s
unfortunate tryst with GM Crops is today clearly visible amongst the Bt
cotton-farmers in Punjab, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, Karnataka
and Maharashtra. “In the last two years, their Bt Cotton farms were de-
stroyed by the same bollworm that Monsanto’s Bt Cotton technology was
supposed to destroy and by other pests like whitefly.

“This much hyped technology has failed in such a short time, Mon-
santo and its subsidiaries and frachisees have made crores of profit and
farmers are being forced to carry the burden of the failure of this technology.
We farmers strongly believe that this technology, inherent with unnatural
processes and risky manipulations, cannot be deployed anymore in our
farms,” they said. They said that the GM Hybrid Mustard is less productive than
at least five different varieties already in the market, and yet the productivity of
GM Mustard was deceptively compared to low yielding varieties.

“We also call for a re-launching of the Yellow Revolution with a focus
on organic and agro-ecological approaches, higher assured prices and
increased protection from cheap imported oil,” they said. g
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Dave too had emphasised on the
desperate need to raise the import
duties to boost domestic produc-
tion rather than to harp on allow-
ing the commercial cultivation of
the controversial genetically mod-
ified mustard (GM Mustard) in the
name ofincreasing pyductvity.

Let us belearlt's not because
of any shortfall in oilseeds produc-
tion that India imported Rs 66,000-
crore of edible oils in 2015t’s sim-
ply because we wanted imports to
be encouraged that the country is
saddled with a huge import bill.

Although the sub-committee
of the Genetic Engineering Ap-
praisal Committee (GEH, the
nodal inter-ministerial agency
whose pproval is necessagrhas
cleared three varieties of GM
Mustard (including DMH-11 and
two parental lines) as being ‘safe’,
the fact remains that the safety data
is being kept hidden. This had
prompted the Cerdi Information
Commission (CIC) to direct the
GEAC to shae saéty d#a with
the public. I am glad minister Anil
Dave has promised to put the data
on GEAC website and iite pub-
lic commentBut wha shodks me
is to knav tha the GEAC mem-
bers are not at all perturbed that
GM Mustad will increase the us-
age of chemical herbicidds fact,
the clever stacking of herbicide tol-
erant genes in GM Mustard favours
the herbicide being sold by a multi-
naional compay) Bayer.

Even Bt cotton had increased
the application of chemical pesti-
cides, Regardless of what the in-
dustry claims, the fact remains that
the usage of pesticides has gone
up in India. According to Central
Institute of Cotton Research
(CICR),in 2005,Rs 649- core
worth of chemical pesticides was
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used on cotton in India. In 2010astation caused last year, includihglp in cutting down on edible oil
when roughly 92 percent of thesuicidesypsome 300 cottoarfn- imports? Isn’'t the entire debate
area under cotton shifted to Btersin Punja.Is humanlé sobegp about GM Mustard therefore only
cotton \arietiesthe usge in tems in India that the Ministry of Agri- about a junk variety?
of value incegased to R880.40- culture and Emeis Welfare re- Share of mustard oil is only
crore. In China, where Bt cottonmain silent on suicides in cottorlO per cent of the total edible oil
was promoted as a silver bulldtelt? | thought &meis Welfare consumed. Thrust should be to
casefamrmers gply 20 times ma& was now a mandate for the Minisraise the import duties on edible
chemicals to control cottontry of Agriculture. oil and povide famers a higher
pestsin Brazil,which has eceny Civil society groups under theprocurement price. They will do
taken over Argentina as far as thganner of Coalition for GM Freethe est.Lets not use the gnment
spread of GM crops is concernedndia have already rubbished the force controversial and risky
pesticide usage has gone up by 18f@ductivity claims of 26 per cenGM Mustard as the solution. This
percent in the past decade. higher yield being claimed for GMs not &ir. And if you hare seen
At a time vmen cotton&m- Mustard. They have accused thgaba Ramdev saying in TV ads that
ers in India have moved away etdevelopers of falsifying the datéhe mustard oil we buy is largely
bloc from the genetically modifiecand comparing the yield perforeontaminated, this is an area need-
Bt cotton after the 2015 debaclenance of GM Mustard with someng urgent attention. | thought that
with whitefly attack and the cropof the uselessxietiedn ary case the Ministry of Agriculture as well
becoming susceptible to bollthere are five more existing nonas the Ministry of Health and Fam-
worms | thought the Minisyr of GM varieties which yield signifidly Welfare join hands with the
Environment would have learnt acantly higher than the transgeniEood Saéty Standais Authority
lesson. | see no reason why GMariety DMH-11. | therefore can’tto clean-up the mustard oil mar-
seed companies are not being helshderstand how will a GM varietyket of contaminton. Tha'’s what
accountable for the whitefly devwith low productivity eventuallythe consumers want. aq
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VIEW POINT

Agricultural performance on the right track

country has beco
increasingl|
dependent o
imports of pulse
and oilseed
causing outflow ¢
valuable foeign
exchange. Hig
prices of pulse

encouraged farme
to increas
cultivation of
pulses, conclud
Dr. Ashwani
Mahajan
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First advanceestimates of Kharif food grain
production are out and it is expected that this
¥ year it would go up to 135 million tonnes,

' | from 124 million tonnes last year, or an in-
crease of 9 per cent. This will be a record.
However, this year the composition of food
grains wuld dang signitanty, as poduc-

tion of pulses is expected to increase by 57
per cent and that of oilseeds by 41 per cent.
In coarse grains the increase is expected to
be 19 per centn quantitdve tems pro-
duction of oilseed this Kharif season would
increase to 23.4 million tonnes, as compared
to 16.6 million tonnes lastgyr This is ealy

good navs br the common manyho will gt reliefin tems of prices

- - '1__:‘

‘ ",'

Reduced dependence on imports

Domestic poduction vas alling sharof the county’s needs due to in-
creasing population on the one hand and stagnant production of pulses and oil-
seeds on the othéhanks to pesistent ina@ase in per hectgapioductvity and
rising area under cultivation of wheat and rice, the country not only became self-
reliant in 6od gains export of rice became a sigoént breign &chang eaner.
Though poduction of sugrcane also ineased sigmifanty, faimers sufered
due to lee pgments fom sugr mills Howeer, the situdon with legad to
pulses and oil seeds went from bad to worse.

Notably, in 1960 per caita aaildility of pulses as 70 tams in India,
which fell to 40 grams by 2014-15. This resulted in ever increasing dependence
on impots Import of pulses in@ased to R25,609 ares ly 2015-16In the
case of edible oils, dependence on imports has been much higher and by 2015-16
it reatied R68,630 ares This not ony resulted in oulbw of valudle foreign
exchange, consumers also had to pay much higher prices for imported pulses and
edilde oils This year prices ofpulsese@atied Rs150 to R200 per kg andemt
out of reach of the common man.

Special Kharif season
Trends ofproduction in pevious yas indicée almost sggant poduction
of pulsesWhile in the 2014-15 Kharffeasonproduction of pulses as 5.7
million tonneghis Kharifseason it isxpected to in@ase to 11.4 million tonnes
If production of pulses increases in the same proportion in the Rabi season as
well, it is possile tha our dggendence on imp my g davn signiicanty,
and prices may also be controlled.
Expecting good production this year, markets have also started responding
in tems of lower prices ofpulsesWhenever thee is a shaege,beneits g to
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specultors and not todmesrs.
Estimates of increased productio
of oil seeds are another ray g
hope as the dependence on in
ports of edible oil may go down
signifcanty.

Pulses & oil seeds neglected

While land under cultivation
has been declining, albeit margi
ally,encouagement fom the gv-
emment,in tems of better seeds
and support prices has led to sig
nificant increase in domestic pro
duction of wheat and rice. HowH
ever, pulses and oil seeds did n
receive such encouragement; rat
er they were the victims of gov
ernment neglect. While in 1990- 9
production of wheat was hardly
55 million tonnes, it increased t
93.5 million tonnes in 2015-16
Production of rice increased fron
74 million tonnes to 104.3 million
tonnes during the same period
However, production of pulses

India seeks BRICS help to meet

short fall in pulses, oilseeds

India has sought the cooperation of fellow BRICS members —
Brazil, Russia, China and South Africa — to help meet the country’s
production shortfall in pulses and oilseeds. Agriculture Ministers from
BRICS countries have agreed to promote production of pulses in their
respective countries and raise awareness about its nutritional aspects,
according to the joint declaration adopted at the end of their meeting
in New Delhi.

India is heavily dependent on import of pulses to meet the short-
fall in production in the country. To encourage cultivation of pulses,
the government has announced a high minimum support price (MSP)
this year and has also started procurement in some States, such as
Karnataka. Due to better rains this kharif season and a higher MSP,
production of pulses is estimated to rise to 20 million tonnes in 2016-
17 (July-June), but demand for pulses is greater, at 23-24 million tonnes.
The BRICS nations also decided to cooperate in agriculture research
by setting up a virtual BRICS Agricultural Research Platform.

The platform will promote food security, sustainable agriculture
development and poverty alleviation through strategic co-operation. Singh
said that since the proposal has just been endorsed by the Ministers,
the Memoranda of Understanding will be signed at a later stage.

“The BRICS members shall cooperate in the domain of agricul-
tural research and development, technology transfer, capacity build-
ing and information sharing through networks of agriculture and allied
disciplines,” the joint declaration of the BRICS Ministers stated.

The joint declaration also stated that member countries would
work together to address water-management issues, chronic food
insecurity and promote agricultural sustainability. g

increased from 14.3 million tonne
to only 16.5 million tonnes during
this periodSimilaly, oil seeds pr
duction increased frof® million became wre important. Produc- by way of imroved seeds, better
tonnes to just 25.3 million tonnestion of soya bean increased buyiricesfinance and arehousingt
Due to significant increase in indue to overall shortage of ediblés unfortunate that in the last 25
come of people during these yearsils, the country started importing/ears the country became increas-
demand for pulses and edible oilsalm oil, rape seed oil, soya oil andgly dependent on imports caus-
increased mportionaly. This e- canola oil to meet its edible oilng outflow of valuable foreign
sulted in ever rising imports andieedsDue to better pesfmance exchange. High prices of pulses
by 2015-16 our import of pulseghis Kharif season, there is a rayould have definitely encouraged
and oil seeds ireased to R34,239 of hope for the future. The gov-famers to incease cuitétion of
crores or nearly $14.4 billionemment desees @precigion for  pulsesin the long un,the gvem-
Though net area under cultivationits pro&tive approach. However,ment will have to work hard to
has remained stagnant or has fallémere is a long way to go to achievencouage these @ps In this con-
maiginaly, thele has been a mar self-eliance in pulses and éeltils text it is notable that the govern-
ginal increase in gross area und€his years perbormance haspred ment has been trying to promote
cultivation as a result of slightly bethat it is possible to increase thegenetically modified seeds to in-
ter irigation facilities wer the gas.  production. Though import of crease production. However, pro-
However, aa under cultiva- pulses and edible oils is legitimisetliction can also be increased suf-
tion of pulses and oilseeds has nt contiol pricesthe long-ten so-  ficiently by wey of price incentes
shown any uptrend. Many of outution lies in increased production.The solution to the shortage of
traditional oils wendut of culti- The need of the hour is topulses and oilseeds lies in price in-
vation and new types of oildee encourage growingd these crops centves not GM tetinolagy. qq
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SPOT LIGHT

Capping of Motor Insurance Liability:

Irrational and Unwarranted

The basic aim
insurance is t

defray individua
risk collectivel

contributors,
especially when th
risk appehended i
likely to be beyon
all the means
individuals. It ig
beyond imaginatio
to think that an
individual would b
able to meet th
damages out of h
pocket, if the
exceed over th
stipulated cap
assertsProf.
Bhagwati Prakas
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Lok Sabha on 9th August 2016 to shield the general insurance companies
of the county by caping their liaility to Rs5-10 lac in comperisey the
holders of third party vehicle insurance policies in the country in case of a road
mishap would render millions of registered vehicle owners, vulnerable by sub-
jecting them toandomplind and unlimited risk to ypéalance dameas Expos-
ing the millions of third party motor insurance policy holders, contributing al-
most Rs21,242 @res as @mium per arum, just to potect the értunes ofthe
27 general insurance companies of the country through a statutory amendment is
beyond ary tendle rationale Vehide ovness in the couny; numbering 21 ore,
and a majority ofhem,inspite ofhaving a thid paty insuance polig will nov
run the risk of paying accident claims out of their own pockets in cases, wherever
the damges would exceed ger and bove Rs5 Lacs in cases dfievous inju-
ries and R40 Lacs in cases@édh, if this poposed amendment is pas3éis
proposal, would foil the sole purpose of vehicle insurance. The basic aim of
insurance is to defray individual risk collectively over a vast group of premium
contributors, especially when the risk apprehended is likely to be beyond all the
means ofindividuals|t is bgond ima@indion for ary sane pson thaa small
taxi or lorry owner dwelling in a slum-hut, or a middle or lower middle class car
owner would be able to meet the damages out of his pocket, if they exceed over
the stipulted c@ of Rs 5-10 lacsThese danges my @ to 20 lac50 lacl

% Yy

The Poposed Motoiehides (Amendment) Bill- 20J4i6troduced in the

& 2
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crore or &en moe in some cases companies had been in overaihsuance companieSqit is ma
Even, for any middle incomeprofits, even after such cross sulier of somewhat higher outgo of
group policy holder, who maysidisation inter se different prodreinsuance pemium ory. There-
even be owning a small house arcts, even when the claims to prdere, in case of payment of full
apartment and some assets, mium ratio was above 200 perceniamges too the insuance com-
would be difficult to pay damage$ndeed, in cases where the clainmmnies are not required to bear the
by liquidéing all his/her assetd& to premium ratio is high and theentire burden of excess damages
policy holder buys an insurancelaims exceed over the premiuraver premium collection, as it is
policy solely to safeguard himsetfollection, it is not the companybeing eimhursed ly reinsuers.
and his family from being ruinedvhich has to bear it. But, it would be highly nightmar-
out of waggries ofary faal ac- The companies naraly go  ish for hundreds of thousands of
cident, if it ever happens and anfpr reinsurance, and the reinsuraneehicle owners who shall have to
liability to a third party arises againsbmpanies reimburse such excebsar the damages over this limit of
him/her. The sole pyoose ofin- damaes Sub reinsuance compa- Rs 5 or 10 lacs and all Bufami-
surance is to mitigate the risknies thrive on this business of prolies would be ruined, if the dam-
which is bgond indviduak cpa- viding reinsurance for a vast numages to be paid to the victims or
bility. ber of companies and make oveheir of victims in case of accident
This act of exposing majori-all profits. Sq there gpeas no eorbitanty exceed the limitén all
ty of the 21 crore registered vehinecessity for the government tsuch hundreds of thousand cases
the vehicle owner at times may not

The basic and | be able to pay the damages over

c this cap being proposed even af-
universal ter selling all his/her family assets,

doctrine of including the house or hutment
owned ly him/her, if ary.No sin-

InNSsurance IS t0 | gle company is going to incur losses
and turn bankrupt, even without
Secure the ary sud c@, but hundeds of
policy holder thousand of middle and lower
middle class families would be ren-
cle owners, having a third partyworry,just to maginaly reduce the dered bankrupt after enactment of
insurance policy to such a randonneinsurance premium of third partyhese limits who might be required
blind and unlimited risk, to payvehide insuers. to pay daims hove the cps
damages, themselves over and It is true that the premium Moreover, in majority of road ac-
above Rs5-10 laginspite oftheir  collection in 2015-16 from thirdcidents the claims are much less
buying an insurance cover, just tpaity motor insusince \as ony Rs  than the caps being proposed. In
guarantee higher profits to 27 ger1,242 crores and the companidsdia 5 Lac road accidents are be-
eral insurance companies amounitsive been saying that the claimsiiog reported every year in which
to arbiter in their favour, againspremium ratio is now 140%.1.5 lac people lose theie§
millions of poor unorganized pol-Though this ratio is much lower  The focus of the government
icy holdes. For yeas since 1956, than earlier, yet, the overall premshould be to curb road accidents
the public sector insurers were ofam collection in general insurancérough improved traffic monitor-
fering third party vehicle insurancées Rs 96,394 @res which helps ing and other means, emulating
a mudch lower pemiums Cross them to have enough cushion t@ther countries instead of expos-
subsidisation from one product tgpay reinsurance premium to gehg poor policy holding individu-
the other has been a standard pragxcess liabilities reimbursed. Thuals and families to unlimited risks,
tice and is the need of hour foithis deficit of theirs is also beingvhich might totally ruin hundreds
social and economic justice. All thdefrayed via reinsurance, and noff thousand of such families,
public sector general insuranca direct liability over the generaiimed just to help the insurance
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companies save some petty sumshicle owners, majority being verm i e —
on reinsurance. poor, would not be able to beal The Proposal
Moreover, looking towardsthis hefty damage, even after liqu exposes policy
the poor ratio of claims to premi-daing all theirdmily asseténdeed, : :
um in motor insurance segment thevhen this proposed law would lim holders, contrlbutlng
Insurance Regulatory and Develt the liability of insurer, who his almost Rs. 21,242
opmentAuthority (IRDA) has al- making fortunes out of insurance crores as premium
ready hiked the vehicle insurandeusiness, and subject the polic
premiums by 25 to 40% for 2016holder to unlimited risks, would PEr @annum, to protect
17.For small carthe thid paty create chaos after every fatal ac fortunes of genera|
motor insurance premium is raisedent, numbering 5 lacs per annun )
by 40% fom Rs 1468 to R2055 It is more than strange that the Insurance
and for SUVs and luxury cars, iproposed amendment also mar companies.
has been raised only by 25% fromates that the central governmer
Rs 4931 to R$6164Likewise for
other vehicles as well, the profey
sionally competent statutory reg
latory authoritythe IRDA has
raised the preiums in line with the
risk and liability involved. Therefore
now where is the need for the goy==%
ernment to worry for these com- sy
panies and paheir lidilities Wor- |
ried upon to help the 21 private
general insurance companies to a
few crores into their profits and
enabling them to save these fe
crores of Rupees, being spent upqa .
reinsurance. If insurer is not require ; A N
to compensate the true loss, whatould prescribe the base premi-  Situation can be further im-
does insurance mean? um and the liability of an insureproved in favor of the insurance
The basic and universal docin relation to such premium for acompanies, merely by a further
trine of insurance or the idea bemotor insuance polig in consul- marginal increase in premium.
hind insurance is to secure the polation with the IRIA. Today,when Therefore, rendering majority of
icy holder, unable to foot a heftythe IRDA, an &pett body has been the 21 crores poor vehicle owners
bill of damages, if something untaking cag of premium detani- holding a third party insurance,
toward hgpensIf the victim or nation and has been duly revisingulnerable by exposing them to
the legal heirs of a victim of roadf every year to take care of inFandom, blind and unlimited risk,
accident are entitled for claim ofurers’ interests where is the neespecially when this 40% excess of
Rs 20 or 50 Lacs orven moe to arbiter in favor of their com- claims over premium is not at all a
s Rs1 core,then after gaping panies? Prior to the entry of fordirect burden of insurance com-
of liability through this proposedeign players the claims to prempanies as they also go for reinsur-
amendment, the insurance compaim ratio of public sector compa-ance is unwarranted and unjust.
ny would be liable to pay only umies vas &ove 200%Yet,they all The companies have to bear only
to Rs 5 Lac in cases a@fievous were afloat via reinsurance. It has maginal cost in theofm of re-
injury and up to R40 Lacs in cas- now come down to 140% in 2015insurance premium out of their
es of death. The balance damag&§ and would further dip belowtotal revenue. So this proposed
shall have to be borne by the vehit10% after thisaars pemium e- amendment Bill needs to be recon-
cle owners out of the 21 Crorewision, for 2016-17. sidered. qq
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AN ALYSIS

SC collegium functioning - betrayal of
Third Judges Case

The judicial
leadership shoul
be worried abou
the ot affecting
the judicia.
Instead, it seems
be obsessed wi
its claim of primac
of the judiciar
which has virtuall
ended up as only
claim of privacy o
the judicialy,
explains

S Gurumurthy

Justice J. Chelameswanf the Supreme Court has made some shocking reve-
lations regarding the process of appointment of judges: that the Collegium does
not record or communicate the views of its members to the government; that it
does not even maintain the minutes of its own meetings; that the views or dissent
of its members are not recorded or communicated to the government; and nor
are the viers of the Chiefdustices ofthe High Cours made knen to the
government.

Justice Chelamears letter to the Chielustice containing these obser
tions is a stinging indictment of the Collegium. In fact, it is a confession from
within the guild about its guilt. This indicates that the Collegium has been violating
with impunity the Third Judges case judgement on which it is founded.

The core mandate of the Third Judges case judgement was: ‘In respect of
each of the recommendations of the Collegium, the opinion of all its members,
and of the senior most judges of the Court who hail from the High Courts to
which the ecommendan reldes should be in writing

Their views must be conveyed by the Chief Justice to the Government with
his recommendation. The others’ views the Chief Justice or members of the
Collegium may elicit might not be put in writing, but that should also be commu-
nicated by way of a memorandum to the government’. The judicial leadership
should be warried dout the ot afecting the judicigrinstead|t seems to be
obsessed with its claim of primacy of the judiciary which, as Justice Chelameswar
has &posedhas vitually ended up as gna ¢taim of privag/ of the judiciay.
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Analysis

This serious matter needs a nationadl to the gvemment.Four, nor  for ary pcstretiement jobd will
debate and should not be left onlgre the views of the Chief Justicesot be seen around working for
to the judiciary to decide in a wagf the High Courts made knownthis Commission or that. | have no
as a judge in its own cause.  to the @gvemment.Chelamesars personal agenda nor is there any-
Betraval letter to the Chief Justice is a stinghing personal in my objection to

yal L . . . .

If  what Justice J ing indictment of the Collegium.the way the Collegium is function-
Chelameswar, a judge of the SiP fact, itis a confession from with4ng”. He does not n_eed to addu_ce
preme Court, is reported to havé? the guild about its guilt.more _proof to cIam_1 t_hat he is
written to his Chief on the WaySCheIameswar has also decided mepeaking only in public interest. He
of the Cout's Collgium is tug it to attend the Collegium meetingbas saidrightl, “Let thee be a
is not just shocking that the Coland has asked the Chief Justice poiblic debate about the issue. The
legium has been violating with imsend him the recommendationpublic is the only stakeholder in
punity the Third Judges case judgehich he will examine from hisjudicial apointmentsHow can
ment which had founded it.chamber and @ his vie/s you keep the whole society out of
Chelameswar seems to indict that The judge has also taken a higk?” By his courageous action he
the Collegium has betrayed theoral ground by stating, “In lesias made the Collegium directly
trust reposed in it by five eminenthan two years | am going to reanswerable to the public. The
judges of the Court who constitire. | will notlook up to anyone Chief Justice of India, who cried

; before thePrime Minister, also
Collegium must | publicly indicted him for not deal-

record and ing with judiciays issues in his In-
. h dependence Day address, has
communicate the merely responded to Justice

views of all its Chelamesar by sging “We will

: . sort it out”. But the chief of the
members including| . oo idiciary ought to know

their dissent, to the| thatitis now beyond the four walls

government. of the C_oll'egium to sort it out as
the genie is oudf the bottle and

tuted it. The coremandate of five communicated by way of a meminto the public domai

judges in the Third Judges caswandum to the government'. TheCapituIation 1970s and 1980s

[para 22 of the order dated Octotwo fundamental principles laid by Thejudicial leadership of In-

ber 28, 1998] which the Collegiurthe Court are: the Collegium musgiiz will do well to recall that when

ought to abide by may be sumrecord and communicate the viewge jydiciary-Executive confronta-

marised thus: ‘In respect of eachf all its members and others, inggp, began with the call for a com-

of the recommendations of thecluding their dissent, to the govmitted judiciary by the Indira Gan-

Collegium, the opinion of all itsernment. dhi regime and the supersession of
members, and of the senior-mosteqium indicted the three judges in 1973, the moral
judges of the Court who hail from N\, 16yeas after thahird ~ credentials of the judiciary were
the High Courts to which the recj,qges case, Justice Chelamesweiiy high and the stock of the po-
ommendation relates, should be ighocks the nation when he says thidtical Executive was \ery low.
writing Their viavs nmust be con- gne, the Collegium does not recorblow the judiciars cedibility is
veyed by the Chief Justice to thgor communicate the views of itsertainly no higher than the politi-
Government with his recommen-membes to the gremmentTwo, cal Executies. The judiciay’s
dation. The others’ views the Chie does not even maintain minuteghoral stock declined gradually first
Justice or members tife Col- of its ovn meetingsThreg the and epeditioust laer. During the
legium may eliaight not be put views or dissent of its member&mergency when it was required
in writing, but that should also beare not recordeabr communicat- only to stand upthe highest judi-

2 SV =S PATRIKA




Analysis

ciary betrayed ¢hnation and the let out awell kept secret that nei-orders and ad-interim stay on an-
Constitution in the ADM Jabalpurther the letter nor the spirit of theticipdory bail pleas osnugglers
case by endorsing the dictatorshiphird Judges case was complidtving links with the Mumbai un-
almost as integral to the Constituwith by the Gllegium. derworld, was arrested for FERA
tion. The judiciary began giving ORorruption charges violations after retiremenf[. B_etw_een
a platter all judgements support- Any charge of judicial CorrUIO_1996 and 2001, two chief Ju_stlces
ing the socialist order which thgjo against the higher judiciary we the Supreme Court were in the
political Executive demanded, byjasphemous till the &ar1970s news for very wrong reasons that
reading the Directive Principles of\\o more nav. The frst instance Pordered on corruption.

the Constitution over the Fundayf higher judicial corruption was In 2002, allegations of sex for
mental Right§oday none ofthose the inamous UsticeVeeasvami acquittal were made against a judge
judgements willdrm constitution- case, an FIR against whom wa&¥ the Rajasthan High Court. In
al precedents because the politicidkd in 1976. In 1979, the Chief002, three judges of the Punjab
Executive itself has given up salstice ofindia pemitted the CBI and Haryana High Court were
cialist policies! Again, in the early file a charge sheet against tteharged with cash for jobs for
1980s the judiciary meekly surrefudge under the Prevention otheir kin, leading to two judges re-
dered its primacy in making judiCorruption Act. The matter neversigning and one judge being kept
cial appointments to an executiveeached the trial stageom asso- out of judicial work. In 2002-03

that had brought the judiciary t -

its knees and kept it under leash f Tﬂ EmphaS|s on
over two decades, eroding its cre :
ibility futher No one in the high the Chief
judiciary talked of judicial indepen jUStICG’S
dence or primacy in judicial ap .
pointments between the 1970s ar primacy
1980sIn was ory in the Second seemed
Judges case in the early 1990s, W ispl d
the political dynasty out of powe misplaced.
and the political Executive wea

ened by coalition politics, that theiating a judge with bribes beinghere were allegations of a sexual
highest judiciary asserted its insttonsidered a sin till the early 197@sawl against three High Court
tutional independence and primao judges being increasingly accusgrdiges of Karnataka which led to
cy in opointmentsit dedared thé  of corruption, the reputation ofan inquiry by the Chief Justice of
the views of the Chief Justice ithe Indian judiciary began nosediundia who gave them a clean chit.
the domain were unquestionabling Here is a bil's /e viev of In 2003, a judge of the Delhi High
and binding\Very soon the empha- how its moral decline occurredCourt resigned when, in a CBI raid
sis on the Chiefustices primag  After theVeeasvami caseluring on property developers, a draft
seemed misplaced. On a Constl:991-93 usticeV Ramasiamis judgement by him was found in
tutional reference by the mostmpeachment proceedings shootheir possession. And the judicia-
moderate political Executive inthe judiciay.In 1995A M Bhdta- rys reputdion reabed its lavest
Indias demoaatic histow,in 1998, charjee, chief justice of the Bompoint in September 2009 when the
the Third Judges case instituted thgay High Court was forced to re<€ivil rights activist Prashant Bhush-
Collegium mechanism of recordsign after it was found that he hadn openly charged in a media in-
ed collective opinion making forreceived ‘70 lakh as a book aderview tha, “half of the last 16
judicial appointment. Now Justiceyance fom a pulishing frm chief justices were corrupt”. A re-
Chelameswar discloses that theown to have links with the un-puted senior counsel, as amicus
Collegium does not make angerworld. In 1996, Ajit Senguptacuriae, initiated proceedings for
record and functions so opaquely High Cart judge, who was al-criminal contempt against Prashant
— read seetly. Chelamesar has leged to have passed routine ex paB&ushan and a three-judge bench
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Analysis

and should not be left only to the
judiciary to decide in a way as a
judge in its own cause.

Appeal to brooding spirit of law

Justice Chelamwars report-
ed letter is consistent with his sole
dissentin the M casdn his se-
arate judgement, he pleaded for
transparency as vital for constitu-
tional governance, argued against
opaqueness in the Cagiems
work, asserted that the assumption
that “primacy of the judiciary” in
the appointment of judges is a basic
Teature of the Constitution “is
empirically flawed”, pointed to the

of the Suprme Court led by ed to make judicial appointment
Chief Justice Altamas Kabir issueal moe transpaent afair. The Su-
notice to Bhushan. It became worsgreme Court shockingly struc ack of accountability because of
in September 2010 when Shantiown the ente lav, holding tha default of documené\tion voted
Bhushanformer lav minister and the law would affect judicial inde- " : ’
one of the senior-most counsels gfendence and the primacy of thggamst exclusion of the govern-
the Supreme Court, filed an affijudiciay, which ae basicdaures ment from the process of appoint-
davit telling the Court to its faceof the Constitution. The Court dig™ et ©f Judges and upheld the
that, at least “eig of the 16 chief not even attempt to do what i WAC law vetoed ly the other
justices of Indiaeve definitely cor- normally doesnamey, read dan judges Chief Justice Hughes [Su__
rupt’, naming many of them andthe law to make it constitutionalPr€Me court of USA [1936]]“.56"0'
adding that six of them were “defiNow look 4 the Bcts Given the 12t @ dissenting judgement is an
initely honest”, but he could notfacts about the muliplying judiciaftPP¢2! 1© the brooding spirit of

comment on the remaining twocorruption which was totally ab~c 1% the intellignce ofa fu-

judges The contempt ceedings sent till the 1970s, it needs no seli'e da.when a lter decision ma

have not seen the light of day tily say that the judiciary does ngtCSS/PlY correct the error into
now. Swen yeas hae passedyb command the high respect it un'. "' the dissenting judge believes
The latest report of the Court ongoybtedly commanded three delle court to have been betrayed.
September 9, 2016 says that thegides back. The situation hasSice Chelamears dissenting

is no order by the Court even fokyrned worse in the last decad}%‘rd‘:"r is indeed such an appeal to
listing the maer. To male it \yhen half of the chief justices o € future intelligence to correct the
worse, Justice Katju, a retired judg@gia are openly charged as cofro"e0US approach to judicial ap-
of the Supreme Cou_rt, Sp°kerupt and the apex court could noEomtment into which the present
about how a corrupt judge Wasyen proceed with the contempt®!"t Nas been betedinto qq
S e o e e 0UEharge against such a serous allé® 1 LSS 2o

; - _gation. The judicial leadership it- Judges case had directed the Collegium to do,
two of the Chief Justices of |ndlase|f should be worried about this, "amely to record and send to the government

— read CoIIe_gium under them “rot. Instead of addressing the serit-“&]“é?!"rﬁei;‘;’lidé?siéﬁ‘f i‘ii?;?s?fgi?nysﬂﬁé” e
could not resist. ous decline. it seems to be Obsesséaﬂflegljlium Eot recording and sendicrjlg tr;ebvie\'/qu

. ! I of all to the government as mandated by the
Judicial leadership should worry with its claim of primacy of the Third Judges case. This in short is the reason

S i i i for the stand off between the judiciary and the
That was the state of the JuiUdICIary WhICh’ as Justice executie tody. The solution isdr the

diciary when, in 2015, Parliamerithelameswar has exposed, has Vifsilegium to go by the Third Judges case which

; i seems to be precisely the demand of Justice
almost unanlmously passed th@a”y ended up as Only a claim of Chelameswar too in his letter.

National Judicial Appointmentsprivag of the judiciay. This seri- s Gurumurthy is a well-known commentator on
Commission Act which attempt-ous matter needs a national debate political and economic affairs.
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OPINION

Singur judgment may checkmate large
land grab, save farms

report of the SN Dhingra commission on illegal and unethical land deal in
Haryana brings to the fore that land remains the core to the economic and

The Supreme Court judgment scrapping land acquisition in Singur and a

political ealities ofthis county. The Supeme Courjudgment is signiant br
all futue land acquisitioit. estdlishes the basic martha the stée cannot ac-
quire land r private bod. It also stees thathe cout would stand Y the most

vulnerable section. It says that the weakest sections of the society alone cannot
take the brunt for developmerithe judgment is expected to go a long way to

save fettile multi-crop land losing itafm charmacter In both the casethe stée
gowemments ofHaryana andMest Bengl were actiely involved r pumposes
that had least to do with public good.

Wha the famers ae derived of their land dr a pittancefetc the pover-
ful almost eight to ten times to theeeslerdeales. The Gugaon land deal is
unique as the paraserSkylight Hospitalitygot Rs 7.5 are as loan &m kuilder
DLF. Its land use &s bangd and étched him almost Rs 58ce. Like Singyr
it also took ten years to come in public domain.

In Singur, the court not only scraps the 1000-acre deal of 2006 but also finds
the then Buddhadeb Bhattacharya government indulging in gross irregularities,

misintepreting pulic pupose to benédfa compan The SC said théhe “hur
ried” acquisition rcess &s anti-dmrmer and in vioteon of lav. Wha had ha-

pened at Singur in reality far graver than what happened in Gurgaon. In the name
of public interest, the WB government had entered into a secret agreement grant-

ing lagesse tdaas Nano

Land acquied in

the name of

industrialisation i
often at unfai
terms, and i

misused fo

estate purposeg
The CAG foun
gross violations i
17 states, emind
Shivaji Sarkar
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Opinion

It had given the 997 acre ofat the cost of the poorest! which 392 SEZs covering
land at annual lease rent of Rs 1 Inthis contextitis to be noted45,635.63 hectares were notified till
crore gradually rising to Rs 2@hat large scale acquisitions and cadarch 2014. Out of the 392 noti-
crore. It had also given a loan ofersion of agricultural laad well fied zones, only 152 had become
Rs 200 crore to the company ais forest land for special econoneperational, and SEZs had no no-
nominal interest of one percent & zones (SEZs), mining, industriesceable impact on the national
year Apatt the stée govemment and urbanisation is taking placeconony, the CAG said.
had greed to etum theVAT tha Land acquired in the name of SEZs  According to a calculation in
was to be paid on the sale of carand industrialisation is also often dhe case of the Delhi-Mumbai in-
to the compay) which had vitu-  unfair tems and is misusedrfreal dustrial corridor which passes
ally made no investment. estée puposesThe Comptoller through six states there is the po-

The choice of the land givenand Auditor General noted the nontential threat of loss of almost 7
a-la-cae to theTatas was an act utilisaion of land eanaked r lakh g.km or 17.5 percent of all
of overcompensatioreven the SEZs Out of a total 0f45635.63 agricultural land in the country to
compens#on to the &mers was hectares of SEZ land allotted tilforcible acquisition. The proposed
paid by the state government an?d014, work has begun in onlygapital city of Andhra Pradesh will
not theTatas The SC nw has al- 28,488.49 hecemThe CAS fourd  be built over an area of over 7000
lowed them to retain the compengross violations in 17 states o$g.km of fertile multi-cropped land.
sation for loss to their ten years ofvhich in Odisha 96.58 percent of In UP, it is estimied tha
livelihoodlt is a blatant misuse of more than 23,000 villages would
stae paver to benaf a compay, Among the groupsS be affected by ongoing acquisi-
which was doing no harity Its : tions In the case oframuna Ex-
coffers are overflowing and the that _dlverted land pressway 1.43 lakh acres and an-
state power connived with it to acquired for SEZS other 37,362 acres for the Ganga
deprive 2200 “unwillingaimers”. Expressway are being acquired.

No wonder the SC obsed are Reliance Large tracts of land acquired for
“if Singur land acquisition was  |ndustries and Yanmuna Expessvay has gne br
termed alid,then thee would be golf coumses the Formula One
attempts by governments to justi Essar $eel. RacingTradk, and sulk projects

fy any and every acquisition of lane———————————————— \vjth limited potential of creating
of the most vulnerable sections 08EZ land remained unutilised.  jobs The poposed 100 sntagit-

the society in the name of public  In Odisha, over Rs 75,000 crorées will also lead to widespread
purpose”. was raised by mortgaging such lawlisplacement and lanchl.

The SC has gone beyond. lillegally; in ten years only two per-  Over 40 percent of agricultur-
says, “When the brunt of this ‘decent of projects were ready to stardl land could face direct threat of
velopment’ is borne by the weake#flost companies that sought capforcible acquisition. Land acquisition
sections othe sociefyt is oneous tive coal mines — and associated thus emerging as a major source
duty of the state government to enland — never used them, except tof primitive accumulation and
sure that the mandatory procedurdsoost their own value. Several hedtransfer of wealth and resources
laid down under the Land Acquisiares of land acquired for SEZs infrom the people to the corporate
tion Act are followed scrupulously’voking public purpose were lateworld. The Singur judgment will be
It warns “otherwise the acquisitiorsold off or used for other purpos-a landmark for that reason. No
proceedings will be rendered voids Among the gups thadivert-  longer can the hands that feed be
ab initio in law”. Both in Gurgaoned land acquired for SEZs are Reaken Pr a ride The SG \eddict is
and Singur, one or marglividuals liance Industries and Essar Steel.a reminder that in this seemingly
or a company with the backing state ~ Since the enactment of SEzharsh world, there is room for jus-
power, was out to mint tons with-Act 2005576 brmal gprovals of tice and fairness, and even the weak-
outinvesting a penyrindeedjtisa SEZs covering 60,374.76 hectarest won't be taken for a ride in a
brand nev form of libemlizdion was ganted in the countrout of democag like ous. qq
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FOCUS

Self-Reliance in Defence and the
Mirage of FDI

Reliance i
defence, th
Ministry of
Defence has co
to believe tha

completely ow
Indian defenc
setups woul
facilitate transfe
of technology an
creation of critical,
state-of-the-ar
weapon systems
India, finds
Koshtub Vohra

yet again to increase or rather drop altogether the pre-existing cap on

FDI in the Defence sector, to allow 100% foreign ownership of de-
fence entities in IndiBast &perience sygsts tharaising the FDI limits has not
yielded the desid objectie of acquisition andbaoiption of high tebnology.
Hardly any Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEM) have either come to the
country with a signi€ant and agnced sta-of-the-artednology through the
FDI route or ceded the mdh needed in&stucture for tha sector To tale an
example India has allwed 100% FDI ailable in Telecom Equipment Man
facturing since almost 1&ag nav. \e ae also one othe ‘largest telecom
market’ in the world (wide subscriber base) but still, hardly any telecom equip-
ment manufacturing happens in this country despite of the size of the Indian
telecom market and the freedom provided to foreign capital and foreign owner-
ship Despite 0f100% FDI in theTelecom sectpthere has hally been ayn
significant hi-tech design, development and manufacturing of telecom equipment
in the county.

Disregarding the long cherished ideals of Self-Reliance in defence, the Min-

istry of Defence has come to believe that allowing foreign companies to com-
pletey ovn Indian defnce setupsowld facilitde transér of tedinology and

D espite of what the history tells us, the Government of India has decided
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Focus

creation of critical, state-of-the-ant
weapon systems in India.
Anyone well versed with the
politics of high-tebnology and
tedinology-denial egimes wuld
tell you tha typicaly, a Deence
company cannot supply its tech
nology indgoendentf or on its wn
terms The gvemment of the
country,where the companis lo-
céded,contols the telenolagy and
decides Wwether the tdmolagy
should be shared with anothey
country, sut as ous. Therefore,
the pwer of a foreign OEM, and
by correlation, the significance g™ —— Security
100% FDlI, in helping India acquire Defence SyStemS, Having just brought in the
advanced temology remains mt- IDDM (Indigenously Designed,

ed and merely symbolic. I|feCyC|e costs are Developed and Manufactured)
In defence teltnology, stde- 7 4 category as the first choice for
of-the-art weapon systems are nt 4 7 times the Acquisition in the DPhcreasing

justthose that are advance butal: nijtial purchase FDI at this stage gives an impetus
those that are exclusively availak to “Assemke in India” and will
to a selectefv. The lak of exdu- costs. frustrate any attempts to “Design
sivity erodes the very edge that and Develop in India”. In this con-
technology provides gainst ene- the-art weaponry in its stockpile bpection we find it appropriate to
my's wegons Therefore, if the keeping it exclusive to itself and najuote from ‘The Economist’ of
weapon is available in the opesxporting it till the time that the 14" April 2016
market for many countries to buyroduct starts becoming obsolete  “Sceptics wonder whether local
off the shelf, it cannot be called &r needs finances to develop tech- groups do much more than give ex-
state-of-the-art product as it wilhology refreshes thavould deem  isting foreign weapons systems an
lose its merit of exclusive capabilt state-of-the-art again. Indian veneer just thick enough to
ity. Therefore, naions tha devel- In general, for all Defence get contracts. Assembly work is
op such state-of-the-art productsgystems, lifecycle costs are 4-7 timesiot the lucrative bit of the weap-
keep them exclusive to their owrihe initial puthase costsGlobal-  ons indugtjust as the iPhone
ammed brces and ddnexport the |y, the Retun on Caital Emplged  brings more profits to Apple (its
product till the time it starts be-(ROCE) of a Defence company designer) tharotodhn (its con-
coming obsolete and losing its crifs based on “Life Cycle Returns” tract manufacturer). All that could
ical edge. where returns are driven through change if Indian companies develop
Usually the exports begin inupgrades and refreshes etc. Where-expertise to design, not just assem-
the 10'year This allovs the Home  as in India we have followed an ble, equipment. Last month the
Country to upgrade their own sysassembly model with no upgrades govement said awd ge pri-
tems from the realization of thecoming out of our DPSUs for last ority to weapons designed and made
export profits and on developings0 yas Thus inthe prFsent mod-  in India. Countries that spend
next generation of state-of-the-arg| India is not only chasing the tech- heavily on armed forces typically
tedinolagies Thus every county  nology tail-lights i.egetting teh- have successful arms-making com-
that invests in indigenous desigRologies which are 10-20 years old, paniesndia ambition, one day
and development of high-technolbut we also remain critically depen- is to stop being an exception to this
ogy,is dle to maintain ste-of- dent on éreign tebnolagy forour  rule.”
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http://www.economist.com/nes/
business/21696959-countrys-conglomert
ates-are-throwing-themselves-arms-making-
opportunity-strikes?frsc=dg%7Ca

The Economist Article clear-
ly brings out the point that jobs
follow the “The Value Ceaion”
in the Industy. Today designljfe-
cycle supports and upgrades haye
a larger share of value creation than
“Manufacturing”, especially high
tech manufacturing where design
to manufacturing capabilities, 30
printing are creating the phenom-
ena of ‘jobless growth’.

Going back to the Defence
sector, we feel that the curregt
geopolitical situation, where mak
jor Westen countries & reduc-

needs government support not

ing t_heir bud_gets for Def_ence‘ only as “The Market” but also as
provides a unique opportunity for “The Market Maker” in order to
India to leverage its interests an create product design capabilities
scale as a large market. Due to tl and thereon create & absorb
budget cuts in foreign countries ‘know-why’ instead of just con-
the foreign Defence companie: tinuing with the current thrust on
and their Governments will be fal acquiring ‘know-how’ (Assembly).
more open to finding expor_t op- The gpvemment of Indias
pOI‘tunItIeS and therefore W|” aCelgn OEMS Support iS essential to development
commodé&e Indian MoDs de- In fact,the perbrmance of of |ndian “System Engineering

mands ér Transer of Tedwnol- FDI in other sectors of economycapabilities” which goes way be-
ogy (ToT). Indian Deénce mar has beenafr from encouaging yond mere “Systems Integration”
ket and our positioning in theEmpirical data establishes that FDdpability, which is essentigljust a
BRICS as a reliable stable partnfas in fact adversely affected theuphemism for screw-driver as-
and provide us that additional leindian economy leave alone Prosemiing Mete assenjp of De-
verage, enabling us to negotiatéding a solution to the Indianfence Product created abroad, and
from the position of strength, asproblem. Outflows through roy- replacing DPSU Assembly lines
Team India. alty interest, profits, and @orbi- \jth Private Sector Assembly lines,
Today, the Indian indusyrhas  tant salaries tookeign OEM spe- || ultimately result in nothing
surged ahead in many strategic dgalist so on are more than inflowgngre than a few assembling jobs
fence areas; itis also making breay¢ FDI. For example the yar gnd a pronounced era of jobless
through in some cutting edge tecl?014-15, had FDI inflow of US $growth. This cannot be our poli-
nological areas, and is investing 81 billion, and an outflow of UScy thrust for the Defence sector,
R&D in mary nev aeas The in- $ 36.5 billion. FDI is not known i “Make in India” has to be suc-
crease in FDI may adversely affeér pushing the economic growthsessfulFor “Make in India’to re-
the gains which Indian industry hasr creating employment opportug|ly take off, it needs to be inter-
made in several technological senities, it only allows foreign COMpreted as “Design, Develop and
tors. The time has come to con-panies and their governments t§ake in India, by Indians and with
soli nderake their business and economi@sgian Capabilities”. qq

Vebl’OfItable. . . Author Koshtub Vohra is Executive
The Indian defence industry Assistant to Chairman DIIA
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Only genuine FDI welcome, but will it come?

FDI will not come
for manufacturing
and expoting from

India because th
global markets &

down. The onl
reason that FDI

may still come int

India is to avail
benefits of poo

governance, think

=

Dr Bharat
Jhunjhunwala

of Indian money masquerading as FDI. Now the Government proposes
to give the same treatment is to FDI coming from Cyprus, Netherlands

and Singpore.India has ented into a Doule TaxAvoidancAgreement (DAA)
with these countrieShe Chinet hasacenty gproved engotiaed DTAA with
Cypus Investos were misusing thesetties hugly.

Indian nationals were sending their incomes abroad and bringing it back
through MauritiusThe DTAA provided thacapital gains eared flom an ivest-
ment made in Indiadm Mauritius wuld be tagd in Mauritius opl“Capital
gains’refers to the income aad due to the inease in thealue ofthe shaes
This is distinct &im the income eaed flom dividendsSg, you invest Rs 100 in
a shae. You cet a dvided ofRs 10 eety year In adlition,the \alue ofyour shag
increases to Rs 150 indhryas. This incease in thealue ofinvestment is
known as “cpital qains” The DTAA with Mauritius pvided tha caital qins
income would only be taxed in Mauritius and not in India. However, this resulted
in zero tax because Mauritius did not impose any capital gains tax; and India did
not collect any tax because it was prevented from collecting tax due to the DTAA.
Indian investors made a beeline to Mauritius to invest in India through that coun-
try so that they would not have to pay any capital gains tax.

S, an Indian ivestor ivested Rs 1 ore in a he compay in India.He
would have to pay capital gains tax on the increase in the value of this investment
if he invested the money directly from his bank account in India. In order to
avoid paying this tax, the Indian investor sent the money to Mauritius through the
hawvala pute He formed a “shelltompawy in MauritiusHis Mauritius Compan
sent the Rs 1 crore back to India as foreign investment and invested the money in his
Indian compay He would not hee to pg caital guins tax on the inease in the

The Modi Geemment had pluged the Mauritiusoute of round tripping
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value of this investment because thisary countrie$ MNCs ae find- job data have been positive in the
investment is classified as “foreigimg that it is not possible to manulast yar Howe\er, these jobs ar
investment” and, since it is comin@acture in China and export, forbeing created in health and educa-
from Mauritius, it is exempt fromexample, to India. They are investion sectors that are driven by US
capital gains tax in India. ing in India that they can sell in th&ovemment spendindly daugh-
The Indian Government hasindian market. This means that iter lives in Nev &rsey. She sgs tha
rengpotiated the DRA receny.It  will not be possible to replicate théighways are not being repaired.
has now been provided that benegzhina stoy. MNCs had come into There are increasing numbers of
fit of the DTAA will be available China, manufactured in that counpotholes It appeas tha the US
only if a Mauritius investor spendsry and exported to the develope@Government has cut the expendi-
Rs 27 lacs in Mauritius in the precountriesTodgy FDI is coming not tures on infrastructure and in-
ceding oneeaar It will not be pos- for export but for domestic sale. creased the same in the health sec-
sible to register a shell company in  The deepening crisis in theor. It is likk our MNREGA.The
Mauritius and escape paying capleveloped countries is indicated idS Government is borrowing and
tal gains tax. This will reduce, ithe 210 inteest etes The Cental creding jobs with themone. This
not eliminate, round tripping ofBanks of many developed couneannot sustain.
Indian mong. The Govemment tries are happy to lend at zero in-  Let us assess whether we may
wants ony geruine foreign Irvest-  terest etes ut thee ae no takrs. continue to get large amounts of
ment to come m Mauritius There simply no demand forFDI after amendment of the Mau-
Now the Cabinet has decided tgoods in these countrieBusi- ritius and Cyprus DTAA Agree-
make a similar amendment to theesspersons are unwilling to set upents in thelsove bakdrop. Our
DTAA with Cyrus and block that m— 0N capital will not round trip from

route br round trippingThis st@ these countries because exemption
of the Government is in the right for capital gains tax will not be avail-
direction and wholly welcome. able. FDI will not come for manu-
This is a step in the right di- facturing and exporting fromdia
rection but it will change the na: because the global markets are down
ture of foreign investment com- as detailed above. The only reason

ing into India. Only genuine invest that FDI may still come into India is
ment will come ne. Question is factories because the markets at@avail of poor governance. MNCs
whether this genuine foreign investiead Donald Trump the Repub-  often find that the Government here
ment will pour like torrents that itlican frontrunner in the US Presiis pliable. Licenses can be obtained
has been coming ungélaeny.Re- dential race, has repeatedly pledgadd policies can be got changed by
member that FDI inflows to In- to bring millions of jobs back togiving a bribe to the politicians or
dia were at US Dollar 31 Billion irthe US He has specigltageted bureaucas Thus Saugbh Mukher
2015 against USD 28 billion tdndia. Our exports have declinegea, CEO of Ambit Capital says, “It
China and USD 27 Billion to USAcontiruousy in the last 17 months is naive to expect a well-intentioned
The circumstances haverlls have become sellers in the lagbvernment to deliver a bull market
changed. The Netherlands Bureawo yeas. These and manother inthe equities market.”
of Economic Blicy Analsis e- indicators point towards a with- The Modi Government must
ported that world trade shrankdrawal from globalization. Coun-be congratulated for putting an end
13.8 perent last gar Consulting tries are finding that free trade antb round tripping from the Mau-
company A.T. Keaney has said free movement of capital is notitius and Cypurs outes Howev-
that the present spurt in FDI is achelping them raise incomes of theier, this means that foreign invest-
tually an indicator of withdrawalpeople. That means that we camnent will not come in toents
from globalization. Multinationalnot attain prosperity by the exporfrhus, the Government must simul-
Corporations are investing in forroute that was taken by China. taneously focus on reigniting the
eign countries because of the “rise A clarification regarding thecycle of domestic demand and
of protectionist sentiments inUS economy is in place here. Udomestic investment. qq
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Women Ask:

Where are our T rillion Dollar Output?

Wheneversome visitors asked my elder sister “do you
work” she used to be amused. She used to say “what
else | do fom 5am to 10 pmvery dg”. For most
people household work is not considered as “work”.
It is not included in computing National income or
GDP. Naional income Y defnition is ggregee of
Products and seices poduced in a countrduring
the year But household evk is not intuded in the
sewvicesIn other vords ony paid serices ag indud-
ed. For instancgf you mary your sevant maid then
the national income will come down. Believe me!

| had most sagacious and wise Prof Moni

Time has come fo
ancient but living
non-Abrahami
civilizations like
India to recogniz
the services of it

women /ecount
and make a ne
world order, pleads
Prof. R
Vaidyanathan

=

Mukhejee as m N&ional Income pgaer—teaber in ny Post Gladudion &

Indian Statistical Institute Calcutta. | was curious and gathered courage [in those
days you don’t meet Professors in the “staff room” and ask questions!] and asked
him about this issuéle mentioned to me that the “Euro-Centric world view
regarding un-paid household work is accepted as the “given wisdom” and fol-
lowed by all the Economists and Economies” .This means that bringing up chil-
dren/cooking/keeping house in order and taking care of home economy are not
considered as “ productivé¥hen you investigate further you find that it is relat-

ed to the “idea of women” as propagated by the Abrahamic faiths primarily
Islam—who call themselves as “Religion of Peace’-RoP- and Christianity who
call themselves as “Religion of Love™-RoL.

Unfortunately neither of these faiths—which rule more than half of the world—
accepted woman as equal or “productive”. Christianity for centuries did not recog-
nize women have “soul” and Islam treated them as a protective “meat”. So one of
the important premise was to do —de-legitimize” their contribution to the world at
large more so in the sphere of Economics and computation of National Income.
So to earn legitimacy they must join the “workforce”. Initied period of Cru-
sades/Jehadis many of them were needed as nurses to tender to the injured and
SO nursing as a profession was “glorified” by men. Florence of Nightingale be-
came symbol ofhighest brm of sacrite—moe so Poductvity”

In the earlier stages of Industrialization and Corporate developments large
number of women were needed as blue color workers and also as typists/cof-
feemakrs in ofice and as assistar@s —ofice vork began to be encoaged
and household ek undemined.Also eforts made toeduce householdovk
from time and efforts point of view by new gadgets like cooker etc.

Still women were not given any position of importance in the outside work
place. And so they were encouraged to “break Glass ceilings” to get into higher
positions in workforce. Slowly advertisements/TV serials/Cinemas began to talk
of ‘burden of family” children are burden/encumbrances” at the same time Chil-
dren ae neededybthe society and so “super Mghoteded by the lusiness and
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media to make women work athey are told that they can be moref male gods is Pre-fixed with the
home as well as office. active in paid work place sinc@ame of his wife {not suffixed} like
Women ae encouaiged to Child birth is now a choice. Insteaita Raman or Radha Krishnan.
more and more be active in “of-of burning women in stalks by = We ae one ofthe &w living
fice work” and they are encour<alling them witches the modermivilizations who recognized the
aged to demand equal pay fdousiness burns them in office bgontribtution of Women Rishis lé
equal work—instead of recognizasking to “pedrm”/e xcel and Gagi who questioned §a Ya-
ing massive work at home. Theishow results along with unaccounjnavalkya. We ae essentialla
“worth” is proved only if they ed household workhe funda- “women centric civilization” and
perform theActs of men”wheth- mental point that household worlkpredominantly our economy can be
er it is comb@ants ole inArmy is not treated as “productive serealled “leminine Economicsin-
or it is Speed caacing They ae vice” was never discussed since ile that of Europe and Middle East
pemanenyy made todel inérior “renowned Economists” werewhich are “Masculine Economics”.
by these “tricks”. Hence a hugenen.Colonized countries like In-Masculine economies are destruc-
mass of“Feminists’have been dia also adopted the same routéve and anti-woman while as fem-
developed by business and corpgince colonizers wanted to creai@ine Economies are nature and
rate men to compete with men and mirror image of their civilizationanimal friengi and peseving ly
prove their warth. Women unér- on the “unvashed”in terms of its desigreminine economics is in-
tunately have fallen into this neveulture/language/economics etcclusive /collaborative and Cooper-
trap to “prove” themselgs Hence we never count millionative. Masculine of the Abrahamic
Corporate business has alsaeomen hours spent by women irflaiths are competitive as in war and
made society into “Sex centric’tooking/fetching water/bringing exclusive and violent in nature.
from family Centric since Societieap children etc. That is totally lost.  Inthe last several centuries tril-
which are family centric “respectin a pioneering work “GDP and lions of dollars of household work
women in the household as moththe Value of Family Caetaking: undertaken by women were not
er/grandmother/mother in law etc. How Much Does Europe Care? counted and it continues even to-
But modern business do not want  Gianna C. Giannelli Univer-day. In the contgt of the debne
a society which “respect” womersity of Florence et all [Discussiomf the west and slow eclipse of
but a society where “women “ard®ger Na 5046 dly 20101ZA- Euro Centric view of the world—
craving for rights and which ard~orschungsinstitut zur Zukunft der it is required for countries like In-
thrown as crumbs by men. The arArbeit Institute for the Study of dia to re-think some of these ba-
rival of Marx and communism re-Labor] estimates that for Europesic things imposed by colonialism.
enforced this stereo type of womas a whole, the total value of thedeven if we take Housework to be
en in military /women in factoriesactivities ranges between 20.1 psame as the “measured work” in
and offices as “progressive” andent and 36.8 per cent of the Eln economy like ours —we will find
women at home as “backward”. GDP, depending on thepplied that our GDP is at least twice as
Not only that, most of these methodolgy. It is all the mog big as it is currently counted.
“developed” countries gave theishameful for a country like ours  Time has come for ancient but
women voting rights after muchwhere major Gods are womeniving non-Abrahamic civilizations
agitations and some like Switzeend important things in life likelike India to eca@yniz the sesices
land as late as 1971 in their fedefaiucaion/Wealth andvalor ae  of its women /recount and make
electionsUnfortundely instead of given as boons only by womem nev world order As a bginning
questioning this whole hypothesi§&ods We pry to Lakshmidr Government can ask some its em-
and premise women fell for thewealth/pray to Saraswathi forinent “internationally known/rec-
single largest trick of men in makeducation/knowledge/pray to ognised” economists to estimate
ing them feel that they are worthieBurga [Rarvathi] for valor or pev-  the trillions of dollars of uncount-
only if they ape men in dress/er. Actualy most men Gods can ed sevices povided ly house-
food/aggession & “ofice work”  offer may of these wrldly things wives sorry home makers in India.
Post contacetive rewlution  Not only that—most of the namesSomewhere we need to stayd.
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India may get Rafale jet s sooner been settled by the Counci_l, tha_t has representatives of

— . - all the states, in two meetings in a span of one week.
Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar has said thgéc ssions on sgce tax assessment and dneatila

India may start getting Rafale fighter aircraft frGg}ca|culating compensation to be paid to states in case

France edier than the greed-upon 36 month®s  of revenue shortfall as a result of implementation of

pertems of the deal itis 36 months (durifgavthe  the GST regime, possibly from April 1, 2017, would

delivery has to stdy, but it mg come slightiealier. e taken up at the next meeting on Oct. 18-20.

We hae requested them to (deli it) asdst as possi-

ble," he said. On September 23, India and France SlgnF['RS for property defacement"

the Euro 7.87-billion (Rs 59,000 crore approx) deat : —

for Rafale fighter jets, equipped with latest missiles and T10S€ W0 put uppostes without pemission

weapon system besides multiple India-specific mG@i2 face prosecution for defacement of property as

fications that will give the IAF greater "potency” ovelRS Will now be lodged on complaints against such

arch rival Pakistan. The 'vanila price' (just of the gftvities Delhi Rolice has told the Delhi High Cour

craft alone) will cost about 91 million Euros each fof 38 Submission was made before a bench of justices

single seater and about 94 million Euros for a tgdar Durrez Ahmed and Ashutosh Kumar which is

seater trainer aircraft. Parrikar also said that a 12-nf@ting & PlLyoa etired amy officer contending

ber committee to sgest stuctuml hangs in the mil- that advertisements, hoardings, banners, posters and

itary on cutting down flab and reducing revenue (mdilboards are being put up on residential buildings in

tenance) expenditure will soon submit its report. THglétion of the poliy and the la

committee is headeg bt Gen (Rtd) DB Shektar Delhi Plice told the beihcthd its leal cell has
issued a memo indicating that, FIRs will be registered
GST Council agrees on 5 areas under the Delhi Prevention of Defacement of Property

In signs of fracture, the Centre and states iC-t in case ofiecement opropety. The esponse
aareed ngdecisions reaéhed at the first meetin Came after the municipal corporations, on an earlier date
thge GST Council on sdce tax assessment aIthom?gi?? hearing, had claimed that one of the "major hurdles"
they reached a consensus on area based exemptlgﬁelﬁn oval ofillegal hoardings in the city was their reap-

the new tax regime. The second meeting of the Rfiarance due to inaction by police. The corporations

powerful GST Council, headed by Finance Minispé?‘rcI co'ntendet_j before the I_—|igh Court that wherever
Arun aitley, agreed on e subodinge lagislaions Immediate action was required, complaints were for-

dealing with issues ranging from registration to Y\@f’ed tq Delhi Blice but "no action s br@hcom-
voicing under the meGoods and SeiceTax (GST) ing" from it. Thereafter, the court_sought polmo'ese
regimelt also agreed on the treatment of exempti@h Whether there had been any inaction on its part and,
from GST Curently, the Cente gies eemption to || Ye$ 10 tale immediee stgs © find a emeg.
11 states mostly in North East and hilly regions from
excise duty as also many states give the same as irl?!g%-seeks govt reply on FSA PIL
tive for setting up industr The council decided tha The Delhi High Court has sought the response
under GSTwhich will subsumexeise duty andAT  of the AAP government on a PIL seeking a direction
among other levies, taxes will have to be colledtzd to implement the Ni@mnal Food SecurityAct to
and it can be reimbursed from the annual budgetemsure good health to children attending Anganwadi
the ekempted dagories But thee were dvisions @er  centes and $wols A bend of Chieflustice G B-
ratifying or approving the minutes of the first medtini and Juste Sangita Dhingra Sehgal issued notice
ing of the Council, held last week, after at least twdhe Delhi government on the plea by a charitable
states disagreed with what was documented adrdst which has alleged that the quality of food being
cided on the Cergb assessing 11 lakhvem taxif- supplied under the Anganwadi and Mid-day Meals
ers in the new dispensation. sthemes herae of low standats The cout has ixed

The second meeting of the GST Council fintie matter for further consideration on October 19.
lised rules for registration, rules for payments, returns, According to Matri Sudha, there is a lack of
refunds and iicesWith this as manas 6 issuesyea monitoring and coordinated working on the issues
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of nutritional and food sedtyrin Delhi as mandatedseveral of his colleagues in the Congress party in con-
under the N&wonal od SecurityAct, 2013.It has nection with the infamous solar scam. The probe by
alleged that the Delhi government has "failed to aiespecial Crime Branch team headed by an Inspector
ate and maintain scientific storage facilities at st@tneral is being launched as per the instruction Di-
district and block levels sufficient to accommodatstor Geneal of Police Loknth Behea receved
foodgains equied under th@ameted Pulbic Dis- from Marxist Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan. The
tribution System and other food-based welfarsestigators will look into the various allegations —
schemes". The PIL, filed through advocate Vikrangluding those of sexual exploitation and bribery —
Srivastava, also alleged that the food supplied cgidedtha hadveled gainst Changland othes.
be "hamful to the health oboth pegnant and lac- The new investigation is based on a complaint
tating mothers as well as children and hence, thg4@tha had lodd with the CantonmeWifomen ®-
was a complete violation of fundamental right fige Station in Thiruvananthapuram in 2014. The Chief
health of women and children irdli". Minister ordered the probe after she approached him
with the request for further probe. The Cantonment
Telcos should t ank-up spectrum police hee rportedly handedwer Saritha’complaint
A day bebre Indias bigiest spectrm auction to the Crime Branch. The Justice G Sivarajan Com-
begins the Garemment said teleconirths should Mission, which is presently looking into the solar scam,
“tank up” radiowaves to bridge shortfall in their holé considering the financial aspects of the scandal and
ings as the next such sale may not happen for “q[]ﬂbthe other altggions In her complaint to the Chief
some time”Terming the auctions as aég oppor  Minister, Saritha said that neither the judicial commis-
tunity to tank up on spectrum”, he said not doing §®n nor the police had &akher allgdions seriougl
will place operators at a competitive disadvantage-vis-
a-vis othes. The same opptamity in tems ofthe ~ Reliance, Dassault Aviation JV
variety of spectrum that is being placed on the block |4 3 major deabf Indias privae deénce indus-
will not come for quite some time, he added. Oly, Anjl Ambani-led Rliance Grup and Rfale mak-
after hamonis#ion process is completeill we think oy passaulaviaion have announced a joinentue
of the nat auctior!, Deepak said. o (JV) that will be a “key player” in execution of offset
Indias biggest telecom pyars Bhati Airtel,  contract worth about Rs 22,000 crore as part of the
Vodabne Idea Cellular and weentant Reliance Jio fighter jet deaThe announcement die JyDassault
Infocomm are amongst 7 companies that are in fi@fiance Aerospace, comes within days of India and
for the bidling Other bidiess indude Rliance COm- France on September 23 signing an agreement for 36
municaions Aircel andataTelesericesAs much s Rafale fighter jets at a value of euro 7.87 billion, or
2,354.55 megahertz of frequencies are being pubpft Rs 59,000 crore. Tagreement includes a 50
for auction in seven bands -- 700 Mhz, 800 Mhz, 0 cent offset obligation, the largest-ever offset con-
Mhz, 1800 Mhz, 2100 Mhz, 2300 Mhz and 2500 Migzc+ in the history of India. The main point of the

The radiowaves being put up for auction can be uggde; agreement is 74 per cent of it has to be import-
for 2G 3G and high speed 4G mobileve®S This oy from India, which means direct business worth

is more than the cumulative spectrum holding of the,;ng Rs 22,000 crore. The offset, spread over seven
top 4 opestors.On the high cost aépectum,Deepak e a5 will be falised soofhek is also a thnolagy-

said the industry “absolutely” has the paying capagifyiing component, which is being discussed with the
for buying it in the auction which starts at 10 AM

O R Pefence Research and Development Organisation
Saturday (30 Sept. 2016). This is the first time raggszO). Other companies involved in the Rafale deal
waves in 700 Mhz band will be put up for auctigiy ge Fend firms MBDA andThalesbesides Saf-
and itis pricedt&s 4 lakh are d the eseve price 5 \vhich too will be part of the overall offset obliga-
; tion. The Dassault Reliance Aerospace joint venture will
Fresh prObe into Kerala solar scam be a key player in the execution of offset obligations, a
Crime Branch of the Kerala State police is sefdmt statement by the companies said. The develop-
start a new probe into the serious allegations levethedt has come as a boost to thieaRce Gyup which
aqainst brmer ChiefMinister Oommen Chapdnd entered the defence sector only in2LHr5. qq
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Trump digs up bill's sex scandals China blocks Brahmaputra tribut  ary

After losing out tdlillary Clinton in presidential Chinas more to Hock a tritutary of the Bah-
debae, Donald Trump and his campaign aides amaputra coincides with the debate in India on the re-
toying with a new gamble to upstage her by rakdadjbration of Indus water flows into Pakistan fol-
up her husband Bill Clintsmpast marital iitfelities lowing the cross-border raid in Uri that has so far
notably the sexual misconduct involving White Houglled 20 Indian tops China haslbdked a trilitary
intern Monica Lewinsky that nearly dislodged hiththe Brahmaputra as part of a major hydro-electric
from office in the k@ 1990slt may be a high-risk project, whose construction began in 2014. The state-
strategy for the thrice-maied Nev York billionaie, run Xinhua news agency is reporting that the block-
but Trump seems uafed ty the countepundes he age of a tritutary of theYalung Zangbo ver is par
may be iwiting from the Clinton cam@rumps ovn  of China's “most expensive” hydro project.
push is being projected as a counter-punch after Clin- The Brahmaputra in its upper reaches is called
ton brought up ethe déae his tedment ofa former  Yalung Zangbpafter it origings fom the Angsi
Miss Unierse calling her Miss Rjg after she put on glacier in western Tibet, southeast of Mount Kailash
weight. Clinton, when asked by reporters about ¥l Mansawar Lale.Accoding to XinhuaChinas
possibility theTrump would mise her husbasdhi- action falls within the parameters of the larger Lalho
delities, said, “He can run his campaign howevePfject that began in 2014. The project on the Xiabu-
choosesTha’s up to himI'm going to leep talking Y in Xigaze, also called Shigatse, involves an invest-

ministitive bureau vas quoted asysag The nulti-
‘China can't piCk & choose’ purpose enterprise, which includes construction of

, , —— _two power stations with a combined generation ca-
China cannotpick and choose” principles ity :in of42 M was sheduled ér completion in
wants to benefit from and those it prefers to try )19 ts resevoir is designed to stoup to 295 mil-

undercut, US Defence Secretary Ashton Carter igs o hic meters of water and help irrigate 30,000
said, amid flexing of muscles by Beijing in the dispiiztaes of famland. Xinhua eported.
ed South China Sea. Noting that the US has “serious ’

concens”over China recent action;duding inthe  Next U.S. President to review policy

seas, Carter said principles are meant to apply toev—— . - :

ery nation “equally”. “The United States still has ser- Indias n;w stetegic postue of ‘offensve de-

ous concats with some o€hinas recent actions on e_nt::eparlpay ave t?eehn ar;] ouhtcome %f exaiperatlon

the seasn g/bespaceand elsehere,” he said. wit 'S'.[aant t. e het t .at e US shaes tha

exasperation with its long-time ally could bolster New
Indian films stopped in Pak Delhi. In its I_ast year, the_Obamg administration hgs
— _ _ made that displeasure with Pakistan clear by cutting

Major cinemdiouses in Pakistan have stoppegd, which also led to the scrapping of the sale of

screening Indian films to express solidarity with @th F16ifhter planes ashexluledThe US Con-

amed drces in the ake of heightened tensions begress cornered the Obama administration into these

tween the two countries following the surgical strikRsisions, but the next President — whether it is Re-

by India on terr_or launch pads across_the Logublican DonaldTrump or Demoat Hillary Clin-

Lahoes Super Cinemthe county’s lagest cinema ton — will have to review and restructure the coun-

house, first announced in a Facebook post that the¥ reldions with Rkistan.

will stop the screening of all Indian films in their the-  The US policy inAfghanistan andaRistan has

are after wich Karadi's Nugplex Cinemasdilowed  put the burden of restraint on India so far, but with

suit. It also called on the Government to ensure thadia signalling an end to thmestaint,the nev US

sale of DVDs of all Indian films was stopped. Nugolicy will have to factor in the new Indian policy

plex and Atrium cinemas in Karachi have ceasedritBer than dictate it, altering the correlation between

screening of Blywood megastar Amitabh Bachchahe two. America gproad towards Indis Raki-

starrer Pink. stan policy has been hinged on its own policy in Af-

=




Inter national

Pak and the Middle East. Stabilising Afghanistan gabamendment based on the referendum result would
avoiding the launch of another 9/11 type terrorigiolate the Constitution.

attack from the region is the core objective. The

danger of Islamist groups getting their hands Minister slams ‘Irresponsible’ Bank

Pakistais rudear asenal is\merica worst night-
mare at this moment.

Geman Econom Minister Sigmar ®seel has
lashed outtaDeutstie Banls handling ofits trou-
; bles, saying “irresponsible” managers had put thou-
PAK behaviour prompted pu”OUt sands of jobs at risk. Speaking to reporters on his

Terming Rakistan a “defied force”, Prime way toTehian br a tade visitGaoriel said Deutbes
Minister Sheikh Hasinaysdslamiaads piotests ser woes could be traced back to past mistakes made by
recent execution of a 1971 war crimes convileé management. “The scenario is that thousands of
prompted Bangladesh to pull out of the SAARS&2ople will lose their jabEhey now have to bear the
SummitPakistais piotests ger recent gecutions of responsibility for the madness carried out by irrespon-
a 1971 war crimes’ convict prompted Bangladeslisitie mangers,” said Ghriel,who is also Genarys
take the decision not to join the 19th SAARC summiite-chancellor and leader of the Social Democrats,
to be held in Islamabad, Hasina said at a press nesjunior partner in the coalition government.
here,a dg after etuming fom New York where she Deutsche Bank has found itself at the centre of
atended the UN GenafrAssemly. a stom ever since the US Patment of dustice last

“T he diplom#c ties will be ther..\We will ace  month demanded an unaffordable $14 billion fine
them (Rkistan) diplonially,” the PM saidShe over the bank’le in the subprime migage crisis
asked Bangladeshis to think about the relationdfeps over Deutshes financial health and spetiola
of “cohorts and patrons” of perpetrators of 197that it might need a bailout sent its shares plummeting
war against humanity who carried out genocides 8its week. Its stock recovered on Friday on a report
ing with Pakistani troops during the Liberation wainat the bank was close to a settlement with US au-
in an olique eference to BNP-ledybformer PM thorities to lower the fine to $5.4 billion.

Khaleda Zia. Cryan already announced some 9,000 job cuts
last yar — nedy a tenth ofthe banls workforce — as
EU ‘cannot force’ Hungary partt of a masse overhaul to immve the Deutdues

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban said th%rofitabili_ty in an environment of low interest rates
European Union (EU) could not force Hungary t3nd slugish éobal gowth. _
accept migrants on its soil, after low voter turnout | N€ Géman gvemment has stindy denied
voided his referendum aimed at rejecting a conte&Paring any rescue plans for Deutsche, while the
quota plan. Although a whopping 99.8 per cent Qﬁnk itself has said it does not need any state aid.
those who voted supported his bid to reject the pra= - - —
posal, turnout was ngt 44 per cent, faIIiJng shortpﬁgcord hit s over terrorism petition
50-per cent threshold. Among the ballots cast only 39 A new petition filed on the official UK Parlia-
per cent were actually valid, the National Electiment website calling on Britain to “strongly condemn”
Committee said as it declared the referendum v@akistan for providing a safe haven for terrorists on
after counting the ballots oasyeday evening But Sunday crossed the threshold of 10,000 signatures,
Orban vowed there would be “legal consequencesking it incumbent upon the UK Government to
nonetheless, as he sought to downplay the significagsgond to it. The petition titled ‘UK Govt to strong-
of the low turnout. ly condemn Pakistan or providing safe haven for ter-

“Brussels or Budapest, that was the question, asrists’ has now crossed the number of signatures
the people said Byakest, he saidl will propose to required to make it incumbent upon the UK govern-
change the Constitution (which) shall reflect the wiilént to respond to it. But the aim is to gather as
of the peopleWe will mak Biussels undstand thee. many as 100,000 signatures by the March 29, 2017
it cannot ignae the will of Hungarian wters,” he deadline so that the issue has to be considered for a
added. Opposition figures earlier warned that anypletiamentay déae in the House o€Eommonsqq
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WTO

Indi r S to WTO indep_end_ent member of the bo_dy so that it could

. dia drags U negotiate its avn trade deals outside tife EU Be-
India has diggd the US to theNTO over jng an independent member of the WTO would in-

Americz domestic contenequiements and subsi-\ojve Britain lezing the EW customs uniothe nevs-

dies povided ly eight stes in theenevalle enegy  paper said, something the government has so far re-
sector‘India hasequested constuitans with the US  f,5ed to corifm it intends to do

under the dispute settlement system regarding alleged

domestic content requirements and subsidies provid- Dispute Settlement at WTO
ed by eight US stes in theenevalde enegy sectof - — -
said theWTO. The eight stas ae —Washington, United States of America filed dispute challeng-

California, Montana, Massachusetts, Connectiétg, Chinesegacultual subsidieshe United Stas
Michigan, Delaware and Minnesota. notified the WTO Secretariat on 13 September that it

India has coifmed the samén official told has initiated WTO dispute proceedings against China

media,“Yes ve hae sought consuttans with the redamding China domestic supppmeasues in the

US on the ntter” India has stad thathe meases adgicultue sectarThe meas@s concer domestic

are inconsistent with théopal tede noms because support allegedly provided by China for agricultural
they provide less favourable treatment to imporfe@ducers of, among other crops, wheat, Indica rice,
products than to like domestic products, and becad@eonica rice, and corn. Similarly Ukraine has filed
the subsidies are contingent on the use of domes@@plaint gainst Rissian &destion over transit e-

over impoted gods The requestdr consultiions  strictionsit notified theWTO Secetariatha it has

is the first step in a dispute at the WTO under ipdtiated WTO dispute proceedings against the Rus-
Dispute Settlement System. Consultations give St [ededtion reqarding meases allgedly imposed
parties an opportunity to discuss the matter andoypRussia on traffic in transit from Ukraine through
find a satisfactory solution without proceeding fuRussia On 14 September 2016.

ther with litigation. After 60 days, if consultations fall

to resolve the dispute, the complainant may requééTO to discuss India’ s paper on
adjudication by a panel. TFA

India loses WTO appeal India has proposed for simplification of proce-
dures andlarity in vork pemits and visa®f smooth

India lost its appeat WTO in a dispute over moement of professionalsThe frst meeting ofa
solar pever, failing to eerturn a US complaint the. \xTQ panel to discuss the new concept paper floated
New Delhi had discriminated againstimporters in )¢ |ndia on a proposed trade facilitation agreement in
Indian solar peer sectarThe WTO's peals judg- serices will be held on October 6 in Genéndia is
es upheld an earlier ruling that found India had bigying for this agreement with a view to reduce trans-
ken WTO rules by requiring solar power developgion costs by doing away with unnecessary regulatory
to use Indian-made cells and modulae Ppeal 5.4 agministtive turden on tade in seficesSewic-
ruling is final and India will be expected to bring s sactor contriles hout 60 per cent to Indiacon-

laws into compliance with tNETO rulesindian of- o5,y anq 28 per cent in the total employment. With the
ficials made no immediate comment on the app ing importance of the sector, India has time and

outcome US solar ports to India hee fallen ty ain pitched for liberalisation and streamlining of

more than 90 percent since India brought in the ru% ims br the sector in the GerebasedVTO.

the statement said. In its concept note, India has proposed for sim-
— . plificgion of procedues and larity in vork pemits

Britain to seek membershlp and visasodr smooth mwement of professionals

Britain intends to become an independent memelia is making the case for this pact in line with the
ber of WTO when it leaves the European UnioMrade Rcilitdion Agreement (TK) in goods signed
accoding to a eports. The nevspger, without cit- by WTO in 2014, which aims at expediting move-
ing its sowes said X would use a speeet the ment, release and clearance of goods as well as co-
WTO on Tuesdg to s& Britain vould seek to be an opemtion on customs compliance issues  qq
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