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(E Letters

Electric V ehicles (EVS) in India

Electric ®hicleseavehicles thatpoeed by electriepdive sig
nificant transiticomirinteal Combustion Engine (ICE) to Elefuty]
cles will /@ mangigs for our coui@ome diiesaigs can be therl
total cost of ownership for EV users compared to ICE vehic
and esultanale-add generation in Edrpow batterand chgar
manufacturirand electricity generatiosaeg®with theguction
the crude oil import bill; and reduction in air pollution and e
house gases.

Of course, the trade-offs will be jobs loss and value-ac
production sector and ICE powertrain manufacturing activity
tral and state gowenterenuedim the salepefol and diesel. But s
of the ways to tackle these challenges are to further increa
and emphoentdm batteregclingtelematicegucts andvasgsnstal-
lation and operatiok\wfchaging and baptsmpping infrasttue,
distribution and salel@dtrigityonsiction ofjig-factorieseqempt
action towdirsify soes ofevenue for central and stat@meyuser

The Govanent must adopt training and skillvegsintitestie 4
workforce that can cater to the needs of EV manufacturing.
oppaunity for 'after salescest aflectric vehidlas focus shoul
also on promoting public transport parallel with promoting e
realize the full benefits of EV transition. A majority of trips
travel demand must be met by public transport and non-m
options such as walking and cycling.

— Kumar Gauiav, Samastip@ihar
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EDITORIAL

Politics of freebies

In the next few weeks, elections are going to be held in five states of India, including Uttar Pradesh, the
largest stte in tems of populaion. In electiongt is commondr political pafes to oo voters,and br tha
mary promises & made Y these péies to the oters. In geneal, the subjects ofaw and oder, educton,
healthcivic amenitiesoads (local to gmhighvays),industy, agricultuie etcremain theasponsibility othe
stae govemmentslIf the political paies mak plomise ofa better gvemance it mads sensdut novadys
the promise of better governance has taken a back seat. And now all the political parties believe in wooing
voters by offering fedies after electionRecenty, AkhileshYada, the tief of Samajadi Rarty, a major
political party of Uttar Pradesh, has said that if his party comes to power, free electricity up to 300 units will
be given to every household. In other states also political parties are offering similar types of freebies to the
voters.

In Delhi,theAamAadmi Rrty, in its election pmisehad edier plomised toeduce the electricity bills
to consumers using electricity up to two hundred units and subsequently subsidised bill upto 400 units a
month.Similaly weter bills a& made ero, upto a ceain limit.Along with thisfree tawel for women in local
transporwas also mmisedlt is beliged thadue to thistheAamAadmi Ruty got a big gin in the elections

In the same ay,today every political pay seems to be making rkewy of democag/ by way of
wooing the wters thiough ofering fedies In the elections in Pubjdoq the same political gar(Aam
Aadmi Rty) has pmised Rs 1,000 per month terg woman aove the ge of 18 yas. In the same
Punjd electionsAkali Dal has mmised Rs 2,000 per month toheldaoe cad holder vemen.Similaly, in
the 2017 election maestg the Congess pay had pomised to gie Rs 2,500 tovery unemplged yuth
gpait from loan waiver for famels.

It is worth mentioning that all those states in which political parties are announcing such freebies in
elections are already in huge debt. It is natural that the condition of these states is likely to worsen further due
to spending more than their capacity and distributing freebies, due to which there may be a deterioration in the
level of civic and social sdces in these $&% induding healtheducéon, roadstranspotation, sanitéon,
agicultural derelopmentjndustrial deelopment etd-or examplethe total diet on Punja is dout Rs 2.83
lakh core,while th& on Uttar Padesh it is Rs 6.53 lakbrer Similaly, the ddt of Andhra Padesh is Rs 3.99
lakh crore. However, in all these states, political parties are competing with each other, in announcing freebie:
in elections, the condition of those states may be worse than before.

It can be said that the competition to distribute money in freebies for winning elections is actually affect-
ing the aiic and social séces in the stas which cannot be jusiéd under ancitumstancesn this vay,

Arvind Kejrinal's Delhi gvemment has beei the refront in distriluting freebies and spending kéwa on

pubicity of tha policy. But it is also tre thathis govemment has notuilt ary nev infrastucture, hospital,

college or school during its rule. It is believed that the entire focus of his government is on garnering votes by
distrituting freebies Further, this tend is alscefal for our demoatic systemn a demoagy, political paies

and candidas ae requied to be elected on the basish&ir merits and demeriBut infuencing oters by

luring them isgainst the basic spirit democagy.

History is witness thdreedies' politics in magrcountries hasiined those countricsSomahere in the
name ofsocialismand in the name otlief elsavhere, suth tactics hae been used toow otes In recent
yeas, the kample ofVeneuela is befe usIn the yar 2013the county which stood in the ¢egory of
developed countriess facing bankmptoy tody. It's seen thahe politics offredies is basicgltesponsile
for their &ll. European countries also spenddiuimn the name ofocial securitipue to thistheir inancial
situdion is signitanty impactedToday, most ofthe Euppean countrieghich were filthy rich in the past,
are under the burden of huge debt. It's time for people all over the globe to give a rethinking to the politics
of fredies
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Big Leap Forward for Post Covid Recovery

We can definitel
say that thi
budget is not
populist one an
is futuristic with
focus o
development f

the next 25 yearg.

Dr. Ashwani
Mahajan

With relaively combrtable position ofUnion Goremments exchequerit was

obvious br middle dass to ¥pect someelief in pesonal income takamers

to get a hike in ‘Kisan Samman Nidhi’ and corporate sector to get even unwar-
ranted relief in taxation. However, the Finance Minister belying all such hopes,
retained status quo and decided not to go for populism and refused to fall into
the aguments oftomporate’s miage of investmentsBy nav the gvemment has

fully realised that despite all efforts of luring corporates the necessary investment
is not forthcoming from them, and the country cannot afford to wait for them
any more. In view of the decline in economic activities during Covid, it was
impeagtive to mise imestment in the countespeciallin the infastuctuie sectqr

to take the econognon the pth of fast modeacoery.

If we see budgets of the last two-three decades, the governments had been
washing their hands off from capital expenditure. It seemed that perhaps the
entire responsibility o€aital investment &s ofthe prvate sectait was thought
that foreign investment can make up for every shortcoming, be it investment,
tecdhnolagy developmentemplyment or gport. But despite all thefefts for
the last almost one decade, public as well as private capital investment has been
on decline, as percent of Gross Domestic Product (GDP).

However, there has been a change in the thinking of the government in the
last few years and it has started investing capital in many sectors including infra-
structure, with a ultra huge target of infrastructure investment of 100 lakh crores
in 5 yeas, induding fom privae sectarNeed vas alsodlt to incease both
public and private investment to revive the economy hit by Corona. Due to
Corona,the govemments finances ere in doldums both due to dip inenerue
and because of commitment for much higher expenditure on relief, health, in-
cuding accindon and also the stitus pakage for the econom It was not
possible then, to raise funds for investment. But thanks to the 9.2 percent growth
in the current fiscal year, there has been a significant increase in GST receipts as
well as diect tars Taking full adantage of this iscal spac¢eaital ependitue
(capex) was increased in the current financial year and in the coming year also a
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provision of Rs7.50 lakh ares to rectify the same by encouraginifpe county. All this hapened dér

has been made, up by 35 perceptoduction of oilseedsAlthough the protection and promotion of
compared to current fiscal, whichthe famers’ agitaion is wer, to the industries athe county.

is 19 percent of the budget. Thismprove the condition of the Continuing this policy in the
is probably the highest ever Capdamels, provision vas needed to present budget as well, the govern-
in the last 30eas. ensure remunerative price for thement has announced éik tarifs.

In this situation, while avoid-produce, which has got place in th& special allocation of Rs 19,500
ing populist policies, the Financéudget. crore has also been made in the
Minister has opted to provide SUf'Protection of domestic in- budget to promote .the proqluction
ficient allocation for ‘PM Gati of solar engy equipment in the

Shakti’ Project, which aims at co—USt?r/] the era of alobalization county.
ordinated development of variou 9 ’ Though, push for capital ex-

S . :
. rotection had become a dirty . .
. enditure and protection and pro-

types of infrastructure so that thé/)vord. Due to the obsession fonp p p

country’s work efficieny is in- - : motion of domestic industry is
- lobalization, tariffs were constant; :
creased and logistic cost for busy Giso likely to create employment,

e reduced, causing unprecedentgd.: .
nesses be reduced. Provision has gunp fithited efforts towards promotion

. [ficrease in imports, especially fro . .
been made for various types Oghina The mpanufactl?ring s):ectorgf smgll scale mdgstry '° 8 rause
infrastructure including digital in- ' 6f major concern in the budget.

. f th ntry w Im ; ;
frastructure, infrastructure for ed> the country was almost depromotion of self employment in

ucation, drinking water and hous?troyed' Our APl industry was finhe county, should be therbt pri-

ing for the poorW\e can déitely :gi?/ Cé‘;ﬁntg ttrrllee gellggrlgrﬁ: ?ggft(?rity for both central as well as state
say that this budget is not a POPYL aimost died in its ay, the oemment.For this Entepre-
list one and is futuristic with a fo- .~ industry was als0 badggursmp Development Programs
cus on developmefor the next ;i "y the small scale industrieg, DPs) can helpuher gvem-
25 \eas. : _ ent can infuse more funds and
suffered, is known to all. Countrseed capital for small businesses to
Agriculture development was imposing nearly 10 percent Qhotivate youth to start their own
Since thegars of Green Rev-average tariff, which was hardlgnteprisesEntrepreneuship De-
olution,chemicaldéming vas po-  one fourth of bound tariffs ratesyelopment Centre (EDCs) can also
moted in the counyrdue to vinich  in WTO. Even bebre Copbna,in  pe established in each district of
agricultural production did increasbis ludget pesented indbrualy  the county.In this egard enhanced
in the county,but & the same time 2018the brmer Finance Minister |ending to MSME sector by ex-
the cost offaming also inemsed of the Modi government, Aruntending the guarantee cover for
and unwanted chemicals includingpitley, had announced tgkn ta¥  such loans is a welcome move.
pesticides entered our food platéff from 10 percent to 20 percent,  Although, the budget has
For some timethe emphasis of for protection ofindias electon- taxed the income from the virtual
the government has been towardss and telecom indugthfter tha  digital assets at the rate of 30 per-
chemical-fee fiming Provision this prudent policy of protection cent and gift of virtual digital asset
has been made in this budget farontinued. During the Corona pewill also be taxed at the hands of
promotion of naural farming riod, the government outlined therecipients, looking at the dangers
zero budget faming and aganic goal of self-reliant India, modify-of néional securifyhe menace of
faming taking 6rward the gal ing its own ‘Make in India’ policymoney laundering and other relat-
of chemical-fee fiming We hae  announced eher. Production ed dangers emanating from the
been going through excessive prdinked Incentives (PLI) scheme waksansactions in cryptos ban on pri-
duction of food grains and shortdaunched by identifying 14 sectorgate crypto currencies is the only
age of oilseeds, due to which thehich have been affected the mosolution. However, the announce-
county’s deendence on impbr due to impdis Last montha $10 ment of the issue of Central Bank
ed edible oils is very high. Provibillion support s also announcedDigital Currency (CBDC) is a wel-
sion has beemade in the budget to manufacture semiconductors iigome move. aq
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Budget 2022-23 — A huge turning point

There are sever
firsts abou
Budget 2022-2
The first of th
firsts is that this i
the only Budget i
recent mem
when the financ
ministers speec
was not disturbe
even onc
S. Gurumurthy

There are several firsts about Budget 2022-23. The first of the firsts is that this is
the ony Bud@t in ecent memg@rwhen the ihance minister'spedtwas not dis-

turbed even once. The usual shoutings for this or that segment, or for states were
absent. Second, this is the first pre-election Budget that has completely avoided
populist lure for votes in an election season. Third, Rahul Gandhi ran into the car
unusually without saying a word against the Budget, and an hour later sent an accu-
sdory tweet tha his adises had pgpared. Fourth, expecting it to contain hag
freebies for poll-bound states, the Opposition, which had kept narratives ready to
attack the Budget as a vote-catching exercise, was shocked by the contrast of cuts in
fredbies lilke in MGNREGA food subsig fettiliser subsigt tha forced it to ush to

chang its narative to hage the Budegt as anti-pooiFifth, the Budgt sped,

framed in a langga entiely different fom tha the Opposition is accustomed to

also seems to have flummoxed the Opposition into silence. Sixth, the digitally read
budget also digitallintegraes the nton from villayes to &ming to post dices to

finance to infrastructure to land registrations, to tax collections to railways, to road-
ways to waterweys to laistics to cueng — into the lagest sinlg naional computer
Seventh, digital currency that will be introduced by the RBI is yet another first. Eighth,
the annal eercise ofBudget has been phologicaly transbrmed into the centena-

ry Budget of Independent India. This made it difficult for the Opposition to attack the
Budget the way it would trash a nanal Budgt. An economist with pelyological
background, not a pure economist, seems to have strategised the Budget narrative.

People’s spending hesit ancy

An important point that seems to have shaped the Budget philosophy and
naraive is the rising househaldcial sangsPre-Budgt dda sheved thahouse-
hold financial savings for 2021 is up by over Rs 7 lakh crore, but the household debt
is up ly just Rs 18,000ace. Even in Rs 45 ore-plus maginalised peopsebanks
accounts in thead-DhanYojanathe d@osits vent up ly Rs 39,000 are in just
nine months from April 2021 to January 2022. The rising cash savings clearly indi-
caed people’spending hesitanahich is lilkely to last till the pandemic igo This
persuaded tharfance minister not taggainst their cuent psghology by eforts
like tax and intest cutsto force them to spendror, even if she put monein
peoples po&ets they may not spendrhis fundamental point is notich noticed in
the Budget debate. It seems to have forced the finance minister to opt for more
pubic spending

Public spending instead

With the economy having taken a drubbing in 2020-21 and just beginning to
look up in 2021-22 on the income side of the Budget, obviously the finance minister
did not vant to tak high risks on thevwerue ependitue sideSq she rightl opted
for govemment-led demand to push the ecopdnith huge private saings &ail-
able to back public spending, the finance minister decided to up the capital spend by
34% to lift the econoypwhich would mean letting some Rs 2 lakirecto cede
demanddr goods as mductive mong in peoplg’handdndeed a sendédecision
in the backdrop of retail inflation levels beyond comfort. On top of the capital
spend, the finance minister extended the credit guarantees for MSMEs by one more
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year to ensure that they do not suiModi to resist the temptation of us2047 — aiming long

fer for want of caital for business ing Budegt for votes The Budget aims long into the
The FM focused more on putting . _ future,with a helicopter welt lays
productive money into the syster‘r’?‘ hoc;l\(lnr? dsf'c'td";. d.f.b?:]e the foundation to turn national gov-
than giving unproductive freebies to tfc‘ OCI ||3ngd et'(;:. inthe On.gc,:;]ernance, integrating the Central and
the people. Ing national budget discourse 1s g, government functions for com-

national security aspect absent in i . .
. on good, capturing the entire na-
Prudent yet adequate Cornventionaly, Budget ddaes ae tional physical, economic, financial,

The spendings provided in thedominded by economy, trade fi- technological domains in one large
Budget are prudent but adequat@ancebusiness and politi&ut de- naional computerf this masse
Public capital spend Rs 7.5 lakh crorgpite the nation facing the pOSSib“iaigitisation agenda is achieved, it will
housing allocation Rs 48,000 crorgy of two-front wars from early ut an end to most of the evils’, -
interest-free b to state government2020, participants in the BUdgeguding leaks in the econgin g)v-’
for infra spend Rs 1,00,000 crorajebates do not seem to have be%?nment spending and stop corrup-
rural jobs guarantee Rs 78,000croemnscious of it. There is thus NQion tha damaes the rizon's pys-

Jal Jeevan Mission Rs 60,000 croreerious discussion about the adeqqgél and economic secyriigsides

to mention some significant items —cy of the allocation for defence mpairing national political morali-
are all cash driven whose velocity While critics of the Budget she This would not hse been easy
bound to lift the econoynThe FM  tears for the salaried class, mid gachieve but for the monumental
rightly preferred to be prudent con<lass famers and the popmone steps taken by the Modi government
sidering that in uncertain times thef them has even cared to say @ . i1 45 @re &n-DhanYojana
government would need elbowvord about whether the defence aliank accounts. direct benefit trans-
room to provide for any crisis arislocaion should be meror less ¢ . 4 \iudra ,credit. And nothing
ing out of another Covid wave -There has been a substantial rise\}vrbuld have been possible but for
like it happened in 2020-21 —whefdefence spending in three year e huge political cost it incurred in
the rural employment guarantee budrom Rs 3.05 lakh crore to Rs 3.8 preing the much maligned demon-
get almost tripled and provision focrore 2022-23. In adition, defenCgyqvinn The demonetisation, which

free ration hit theoof. pension of Rs 1.20 lakh crore. Dec 004 and habituated people

Avoiding risky populism fence .allf[)hcanc_)n ?t Iover R;S.tS Iak%nd the system to digital financial
crore 1S the singie 1argest em Qe 5nd grmalised the econgnin

The FM cledy avoided risks ¢ ina i it i
N pending in the BudgYet it is the - o
that could have had a spiralling adeast noticed, much less discussq:rgtrOSpeCt Instituted the lofgst in

verse effect. Had she risked mor int. Langible asset of the nation — for-
inflati d list sh |gn aspept thadesew_zes to be ppmt mal and digital econgnit helped
inflation and gone populist she couldq out is the policy focus in the amatically to increase the share of
have hiled the MGNREGA outla  Bydget on increasing the share dﬁ

by some Rs 50,000 crore to putyrement. The indigenous produce. SBI stug the inbrmal econo-

: : . Whi 9 -
mongy into people’ hands to win tion in defence capital procurement.. which vas 52% befe demon

né ? . .

: he . tisation is down to some 15-20%.
acc!a|m and get vot.es, and cut thas been increased from 58% t?hat is the foundation on which th(:
capital allocation by like amount. Buggo. This is a major step to advange _ . government is launching the

thet wouild hut the econom not  long tem naional security and alsoambitious India 2047 Project in this
help he people ultintely. Also the |everage on defence production fok daet. In this sense thié < not iust
Modi government should be comjobs and tdmology deelopment as a Bl?d .et for a ear, but one tLat
plimented for not going for freebiesalso &ports. The Modi egime has transcgnds gove):nments ~for an
particularly when elections are beirtgeen growing the domestic defen re government to continue toy
fiercely fought in the most populousndusty for seen yeas.Had it not work on. In sum, Budget 2022-23
Uttar Pradesh, results of which cafocused on indigenous production . o 4o oo nardives '
have adverse impact on the credibénd procurement, the country woul S a huge turning point for future
ity of the Modi government and itsnot have been able to export Brahl—n dia.qq

winnability in 2024. It would havemos missiles for $600 million to the ' S Gurumurthy: Editor, Thuglak, and
requied enomous pdjtical will br Philippines commentator on economic and political affairs
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Futuristic Budget 2022-23

Definitely, this
budget is not
popular budge

and no way can

called as a

election budget.

is a budget fo

Futuristic growth.

10

Anil Javalekar

udgets are becoming more and more thought provoking and loosing its
lamor in the pycessEalier, budgets vere waited br days to comexpect-
ing tax and tariff reliefs and announcements of popular welfare and direct ben-
efit shemesThe urban midledass aditionallyy expected someail travel con-
cessions aneduction in prices dheir favorite consumerapds Industrialists
waited for incentives for more profits and cheap financial facilities apart from
low excise dutiesof their poducts Famers also wited br loan vaivers and
additional concessional loans andsiased subsidies gnieulture inputsAll this
has now gone and this budget for 2022-23, talked nothing of sort, not even
mentioned anything in the budget speech, forget giving some relief somewhere
to some The ludget, howeer, can be teaned as futuristic as it talks ndvout
future and sategizing br better This budget, therefore,needs to be ayakd br
its stetegies or future and notdr its popular announcements

The vision

The good part of this government is that it is remembering its promises
made in election manifestoes and doing something to fulfil it. The Finance min-
ster therefore,in this ludget, tried to dehe her pay’s ‘visiori and pomised to
adiieve cetain of its gals during th&mrit Kaal period ohext 25 yas. The
certain goals defined were, Complementing the macro-economic level growth
focus with a micro-economic level all-inclusive welfare focus, promoting digital
econony & fintedh, tedinology endled deelopmentenegy transitionand &-
mate action, and relying on virtuous cycle starting from private investment with
public capital investment helping to crowd-in private investment.

Economy is back on ralil

Good nevs is thalndian econom suwived the crisisofced ly pandemic
and now on recovery track. Indian economy is expected to witness real GDP
expansion of 9.2 per cent in 2021-22 after contracting in 2020-21. Agriculture
and allied sectors have been the least impacted by the pandemic and the sector is
expected to grow by 3.9 per cent in 2021-22 after growing 3.6 per cent in the
previous ear The industy (induding mining and consttion) will rise¥11.8
per cent in 2021-22 after camting ly 7 per cent in 2020- Zlhe Sevices
sector has been the hardest hit by the pandemic, especially segments that involve
human contact and now estimated to grow by 8.2 per cent this financial year
following last gars 8.4 per cent coatrtion.Expoits of both gobods and seic-
es hae been god in 2021-22 and imgerae also €cosering Indias balance of
payments remained in surplus throughout the last two years helping to accumu-
late foreign echang reseves (thg stood aUS$ 634 billion on 31st December
2021). This is equivalent to 13.2 months of merchandise imports and is higher
than the counyfs exctemal dét.

One solution-GatiShakti and its seven Engines
This Budget seeks to lay the foundation and give a blueprint to steer the
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economy over the next 25 yeardal logistics facilities will be develkestment, Sunrise Opportunities,
and seems to give one solution fawped and National Ropeway&nemy Transition,and Climee

all the poblems ofeconong. The Development Programme will beAction and desired that PM
solution is ‘GatiShakti and its sewaken up on PPP mode. GatiShakti and its seven engines
en engines’. The PM ‘GatiShakii. L . will help achieve it in the coming
as described by FM is a transfo ~ihancing .GaE'Shakt' il 25 yeas. The inancing ofthese
mative approach for economic Ve engines . investments has also been given
growth and sustainable develop- Itis understadable‘that_|f all importance. The budget proposed
ment and is driven by seven ent—he seven engines of Ga'['Shaktt'o fuel ‘GatiShakti’ engines to
gines namey, Roads Railways move forwa.rd, all the S?Ctor of theSpeed—up and help Indian econo-
Airports, Ports, MassTranspot, €conomy will be benefited whethy,y 4 chieve its goal of inclusive
Waerways and Laistics Infa- ©F IS agriculture, industry or sefgeyelopment. Thus, the budget is
structure. All the seven engines alic€s The point vas to be& the ¢, fturistic growth and not lim-
expected to pull forward the econSOurce of financing the forwardieq to one year though plan to ini-
omy in unison. These engines af@ovement ofse/en enginesThe  iate certain programmes towards
supported by the complementarf’M talked of some innovativejn the curent year This pat, all
roles of Eneigy TransmissionT ~ Ways to fnance thiskM, howev-  the ongoing programmes and
Comnunicdion, Bulk Waer & €r, agreed that the virtuous cyclechemes will continue to be there
Sewerage, and Social Infrastruef investment requires public inin the current year and budget
ture. This GatiShakti approach igestment to crowd-in private in-2022-23 provided for the same
expected to solve most problemyestment. And for this, the outlayyith maginal bangs

of economy and create huge jofor capital expenditure in the Union
and entrepreneurial opportunitie®udget has been stepped up Sharlﬂged More resources .
for all, especially the youth. ly by 35.4 per cent from Rs 5.54 Economic development basi-

lakh crore in the current year to Rgally needs resources, financial or
GatiShakti approach 7 50 lakh crore in 2022-23 Th((_‘;therwise, and budget is the instru-

_ The Gatl_Shaktl Mster_PIan_ resources to be raised were mairll ent that help to raise those re
will be focusing on planning, fi- : souces The budget has not ta
o ) : through maket borowings :
nancing, including through innova- . tempted much towards this end
) Green bonds for green infrastruc- . .
tive ways use oftedinology, and nd relied on market borrowing

speedier implementation and wi ure, thematic funds for bIenOIeO\E/\l/orth 12 lakh crThe tegic pat is

hel i ductivit d inance with the governmentshar{an tthe G tis b .
p raise productivity and accef .. i 50 per cent, private cap. at the Government is becoming
erate economic growth and devel- U more and more a welfare state and
. ital at a significant scale, enhance- .
opment.For this the Expessvays ‘ . : Fpendlng more on welfare schemes
will be brmulaed in 2022-23 to ment of ‘Scheme for Fma_nuaand consuming more resources for
facilitate faster movement of peo_Assstance to States for Capital Ir?‘fs ovn pensesThe ewerue def-
ple and goods; the data exchan stmenta_te pected to helThe icit has remained a major concern.
among all mode operators will b jity-year interest free Ioaqs, Vehflation may pose a serious chal-
brought on Unified Logistics In_and aove the nomal borowings lenge in coming years if fiscal defi-
terface Porm (ULIP) soto pp-  1@Ve also been allowed to the staig - iines to betaigh lerel. True
vide for efficient movement of for the purpse. the budget maintained its popular-
goods through different modesBuydget for futuristic growth ity by not raising tees It is, thele-
reducing logistics cost and time,  Definitely, this ludget is nota  fore, to be seen how much “Gatishak-
assisting just-in-time inventoryopular budget and no way ca#’ Will help achieve the growth goal
management, and in eliminatinge called as an election budget. 9f all sectors of economy and how
tedious documentation; Contractgs a budget for Futuristic growthmany of its seven engines get a
for implementation of Multimo- The budget defined the goal ofood start and take speed sufficient
dal Logistics Parks will be awardnclusive Development along witHO catch up with the desired goals
ed;Cago Teminals 6r multimo-  Productivity Enhancement & In-of promised vision. qq
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Budget 2022 Synchronizes T echnology
and Nature in Agriculture

The Budget 20
speech of th
finance minister i
the red signal t
such compani
who have be
fooling us for
long time. An
because
multilateral
international
trade ageement
we had failed t
shut down thei

businesseq.

Alok Singh
12

he udget pesented ypthe unionihance minister on Jbruary 2022 sets

the mission and vision ttie Indian griculture sectarlt admits theale of
naure and teenology in human eilizaion. It balances the necessity with the
restraint. Its mission is sustainable life. Its vision is to march ahead with the latest
technolagy. The @od dys of farmers ae visilbe.

The leywords “Kisan dones”and “Zeo Budgt Naural Faming” reflects
the competence dhe naion to lead the orld. We ae a n#don tha belieres in
creding adanced temolagies andtahe same time @seving naure and de-
coding traditional knowledge.

Modern knowledge on many occasions has attempted to control nature
while the direction of modern knowledge should be to decode the knowledge
hidden within nature. Great scientists had got great ideas from nature itself. They
understood nature and came up with logical and scientific knowledge. The cur-
rent Covid19 pandemic is the outcome of misadventure with nature in a Chinese
laboretory & Wuhan.The Chinese authorities haddsd contoversy d&out the
laboratory leak theory but all the logic and scrutinization of the circumstances
point that it is a result of mistreating the knowledge of Mother Nature. The
naming ofary phenomenon is helpful imeing its histgr Geayrgphical Indica-
tion is labeled to a product to link its characteristics with a particular place, cli-
mate, agricultural zone, or anything related to the geography of its origin. Geo-
graphical indication in agricultural products is of much higher importance. It
catures the identity ofhe bod pioduct as @l as motiates to peseve it.

Mary seeds arin dangr because dhe intevention of laboratory seeds
Geneticall Modifed seeds-pducing companiesedthe culpritsThese big com-
panies produce seeds, produces fertilizers, produce insecticides, produce pesti-
cides ér farmers and act as a complementiagifess pawer to other big phar
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maceutical companies which pré™mm o —our fames richer fasterDisease-
duce medicineShese big compa- The Covid19 vaccine free food will anyway make richer
nies compete, collaborate, and cc manufacturers who  consumes alsolt's a win-win
operate among themselves to ki game br all the staholdes.

the relevance ofthe naural fam- were and are greedy We hae to pepae to mak

ing of particular agricultural climat left no stone upturn it a succesh’s not an easy jobhe
ic_zones and offer a suicidal sut to make access to d?sruptors Wi_II mis_s no opportu-
stitute to thedmeis,and the con- ] ; nity to make it a failure. The Cov-
sumes. The aimess and the con-  V@CCINES a tOUQh JOb id19 vaccine manufacturers who
sumers need to be alert and edr and at a high price_ were and are greedy left no stone

cated. The course correction he upturn to make access to vaccines
started. _The tqugher atough job and at a high price. The
The revision of the courses  diSruptions are tougher disruptions are coming for

and the syllabi of the agricultur Coming for organic organic iiming soon.

universities send the message farming soon In our neighbourhood, Sri
discard the outdated and failed sc ’ Lanka switched to 100 percent
ence and replace it with the upcon————————————  Organic iMming a éw months go

ing and nature-friendly knowledgemal kingdom will also find its roleand today the country is facing a
The agriculture universities havacknowledged correctly in pro<risis due to price rise and short-
come up with many disruptiveducing 6ods ages in bod pioductslf true then
seeds and technologies which has The Budget 2022 speech ofthis is a green pasture for the lob-
failed as agriculture practices arttle finance minister is the red sigdyist of big fertilizer and geneti-
gifted the human and animal popral to such companies who havealy modifed seed mduces.
ulation with diseases to the conbeen fooling us for a long timeThey are creating situations to force
sumes and peerty to the &m-  And, because of multilateral interthe Sri Lanka government to ac-
ers. It's time br sut failed pod- national trade agreements, we hadpt again fertilizer basedaming
ucts to @ avay. he finance min- failed to shut down their businessas they claim it to be modern
ister mentioned specifically revises We should notdrget thd six faming To male our avn Zeo

ing the knowledge base of the agronths ago the manipulated interBudget Ndural Faiming success-
riculture university but it will havenational trade rules had denied dsl, we have to take care of the
a cascading effect on medical uriccess to Cobvid19 related vaccieesis ofSri Lanka alsdSri Lanka
versities, engineering institutes, atidensesBut thankfuly our ovn  has already lost Hambantota port
mangement institutelt will force  homegrovn phamag compay, to China and we could offer no
the chemical engineers and chenttharat Biotech successfully offereldelp This time it is the ganic

cal scientists to revisit the goal ais the best vaccine against the Cdaming deams Wich ae being
synthetic chemical fertilizers an@l19 at the earliest possible timshattered by the greedy business
replace them with organic maWe rlied on our wn resouces interests of a few big seeds and
nures It will force the marggment to scale up the vaccine productioriettilizer companies\e hae to
institutes to come up with supplyWe hae overcome the shtages make sure that Sri Lanka succeeds
chain models and warehousing lay® vaccine demand not only foiin its goal of sustainable organic
outs to meet the characteristics ajurselves but worldwide, and wéaming ly offering them help to
organic produce. It will encouragelid it on our @n resouces This mitigate shortages if any and help-
the ayicultue financial seice pp- success story seems to be orieg them with price control as well.
viders to develop customized fiamong the many reasons whictWe hae perbrmed vell in Vac-
nancial products for the organitave provided the nation the goldeine Diplomay, now is the tun of
famrmers and thealaed stakhold- en opportunity to march towardsOrganic Faming Diplomag. qq

ers. Organic &uming will dang  Zero Budgt Naural Faming It's (Alok Singh s a Fellow of the Indian Institute of
the dynamics of the soil and rethe turn of the consumers to pavyManagement indore and curientl s faculy of general
gain its natural strength. The anfeor such food products and make
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DISCUSSION

India: Optimism and hope, Punctuated

According to the UN$ anmalWorld Economic Situgon

and Pospects Indis’GDP gew & 9% last gar It is e-

pected to grow moderately at 6.7% and 6.1% respectively
in next two yeas.India has the distinction eémaining the
highest gpwing economy among the lge economiegor

China the rates are estimated to be 7.8% (2021), 5.2%, and
5.5%. Overall the world economy grew at 5.5% bouncing
back from -3.4% for 2020. According to the Report ‘In-
dias economiceacorely is on a solid jpla amid gpid vac-
cination progress, less stringent social restrictions, and still
supportive fiscal and monetary policies’. Robust export
growth and public investment are likely to provide a boost. However, externally
handed down inflation (oil) and shortage of coal could put a brake on the eco-
nomic actiities Privae investment also needs to be enagad.Besidesa sud-

den and renewed rise in ford inflation due to unpredictable weather, broader
suppy disuptions and highergricultual prices could undeine bod security
reduceeal incomesnd incease hureg.

The CEOs of India Inc., nearly 99%, believe that India will become eco-
nomically stronger in the coming year; only 77% of global CEOs are optimistic
about global situation. 98% of Indian executives believe revenue prospects of
their own companies will grow in the same period. This is testimony to the resil-
ience of Indian companies as well as economy at large. Ofcourse concerns like
health riskemain — this nyghamper efrinvestment andusiness decisioi$e
CEOs are also concerned about attracting and retaining talent. Hence justifiably
we should enter 2022with hope rather than trepidation.

Though omiaon rage is not fulf subsided in the UBurope or India,we
can presume that this black swan event will perhaps cease to dictate events be-
yond the initial months d2022 Apatt from the &ct tha half the world’s popu-
lation is fully vaccinated, omicron has not proved fatal, with very low hospitaliza-
tions and dehs In India the caseseadetining on a dajlbasis and the curbgs ar
. . being gradually eased. And as the pandemic loses its evil power to disrupt the

Not withstanding  econony, the vorld will male mobility and digital adjustments
the setbacks Yet, as the Bseve Bank ofindias financial stlity Report sgs the impact
last two years dup cannot be wishedvay.lt has impacted contact intesesindustries liktravel and
to the Pandemi tourism, hotels, restaurants, shopping offline, etc. According to the IMF global
Indian economy i 9rowth rates may have to be revised downward (from earlier ones). Supply side
fully on path o inflation is reducing the ability for pursuing expansionary/accommodative mon-
f etal polig/ for deseloping countries and thevadced one8ut this mg lead to
recovey:A ew capital outfows flom emeging economie®atticulaty for India,while Indias
~hiccupg  macp fundamentals @robust, the Centl Bank hasldgged risks posedyb
remain,thoug cryptos and mwcydical prvae equity andentue caital funds
KK Srivastava Semiconductors, renewables, and electric vehicle technologies will be the
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Discussion

sunrise aas China plus one Modi regime, and in many statesow (though profitability of the
meaning alternative supply chairike Kejriwal in Delhi, has exhibit-sector is still a challenge due to low
that are less centredaround Chinad its capacity and zeal to deliveariffs).\We ae in the midst ofele-
policy means India should take the@argeted welfare benefits on a vegom revolution, while internet and
initiative. China is following ‘zerdarge scale by productively harnegsiobile banking, and other fintech
covid’ policy and therefore strinding tetinology as wll as ougat. sewices have realy transbrmed
gent lockdown. This again openModi and his team a@fvil sevants and simplied millions oflives
windows of opportunity here.and techpreneurs have done a grédaévolution in transportation and
There are other factors also favoijehb. To be sue, two fields ae tedinolagy have realy easeding
ing India on the global stage, astarkly crying for attention and sucbf even common man.
against somewhat diminishing roleeforms quality basic eduaan Thus there were many posi-
of China, such as Evergrande delaind mass health eaFour, it is tivesto cheer us and welcome 2022
default and its knock on effects oknown to all that India has a growwith a pleasant smile. Economic
consumption and investment, plugng security challenge. Equally wetkcovey will be key in achieving the
its ongoing clash with the US in thestablished is the fact that until regoal of nation building and well-
field of acquiring strategic heft ircently we have had virtually no sueing, improved physical and health
the digital-economic field. cess in developing a viable defena@rastructure, and building human
2021 was definitely not aproduction base. Happily now weaesources through a renewed push
washout gar One ony needs to have signs ofsuccessThe light to revamped education.
mine for diamonds, amidst thecombat aircraft has made itto pro-  Let us however not gloat over
dust. Thus, one, while emerginduction, as has the light comball the dove positves Covid-19
markets stock markets did not adielicopter Now India has in its exposed us to the chinks in the
quit themselves very well duringrsenal its first domestically builpublic health system, took away
2021, India was an exceptionaircraft carier. It has deeloped a learning from the students due to
There was a double digit exparfull spectum aray of missiles lack of access to classrooms and
sion in sensex values for three yeaksd it is about to commission itseven online education. Our social
running infact, the only such perisecond nuclear powered submdabric has been shredded led by
od since the financial crisis ofine. All this has been possible dusommunal rhetoric and caste cleav-
2008.Two, we hae a hug ente- to establishment of broad base aiges Thus mawg of the abieve-
preneurial talent. If we glimpsesupplies companies, many ofents may be sullied if India fails
through the record of last threeavhom are in the medium and eveto tale up thesehallengs For
decades India has produced mamsynall sectar Result:while edier example, India has a great heritage;
first generation entrepreneurs likeve were the second largest inthe need is to hold on to e
Sunil Mittal and Uday Kotak. Theyporter of defence equipment, theeed to ensure existence of a vi-
have august company from th@&ation now is inching ahead in thérant, multicultural society gov-
fields of phama and softare. direction of being a not inconsid-erned by the promise of dignity
These and many more have poveralle pioducer Five,though not and respect, as enshrined in our
ered the Indian econgnforwards merrely due to near ter eforts  constitution. Communally charged
Though with yet unproven record)ndia is likely to milk the results ospeeches openly calling for violence
there are successors in the waitiige long haul investments in thegainst minorities, acts of caste
in the field of retailing, green techeountry’s plysical infastucture atrocities, or restriction of rights
nology,electric ghides electonic  with rapid expansion of highwayspf genders, sexualities, castes,
goods manufacturing, etc. Ofexpressways, and high speed rd#iths, etc. have no place to prac-
course there is a real possibilityay freight coridor. This has easedtice in independent, modern India.
that, if not grounded in realities ofnobility on one hand, cut downAlso lawmakers are failing in their
sound business logic and ethics thew logistics cost, as also has openddty to uphold these constitution-
can fail as did some in real estatie door of connectivity and de-al guaantees\en.Lets resole to
infrastructure, and aviation. Threejelopment ofnow townshipsThe exorcise these ghosts and resolve
the present government undepower shortages are a rare scet®e move forward. qq
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ANALYSIS

Does History Matter?

History is all
about
unvarnishe
rendering of pa
happenings. It h
no scope fo
acquiring an
kind of tint unde
the influence
any ism
Dr. Jaya Kakkar

16

It is ofcourse known to us all that while
history is an important discipline of
study for any educated person, its
teaching-at the school level, at least-
fails to gets its due cognition. One rea-
son perhaps is that unlike commerce
and sciences, history commands little
‘market value’. This, however, does
not take away from the fact that
knowledge of our past truly and ade-
quately prepares us not only to face
our futue kut also shge it. Young
minds can be molded in either direc-
~ tion-dogmatism or rational thinking-
by imparting knowledge of history

which may have been presented through colored prism. History links past with

our present. In the process of presenting this narrative, history creates a public
ethosit shaes our cultu,our way of thinking and actingangilbe (achitectue,
sewage system) and intangible (values, mindset) heritage, ranging from ancient to
moden, estalishes a link beten gen past hapenings and psent nams ke-
lated to the societgovemance moral and ethi¢sso on and soofth. If the
discourse on history is poor, biased, and shaped by isms (be it Marxism or Hin-
duism) it will severely compromise our capacity to cope with our present obsta-
cles and cae out innedive and sustaibke solutions to spa our futue in a
productve mannerThe esult is likly to be altaos all @und us

The history teaching is mired in deep political controversy in present times in
India.To be sug,India is not alone in thisgpectNo naion is unsdaed flom
sut debaes dout their past and foit needed to beetold. For example
America is uncomfortable with Hiroshima historical legacy while Britain can nev-
er find peace with Gandhi. The genesis lies in the fact that history is nothing but
pubicly shaed pastthis impats a collecte memoy and identityWhen this
histowy is oficially told though tet books ly pubic institutions lie NCER, it
gets authentication and stamp of approval. These become words having sanctity
form the @vemment.Young mindshighly impiessionisticcan easilbe molded
by wha they lean from suéb ‘official’souces Sut young mindseven if imper
ceptibly, tend to acquéra politicajitinted dispositiorthey can leer be mobilied
to accet cetain ‘truth’, about polity exploitaion, econony, racesrulers, etc
That is the reason why most nations use history to build collective memory and
identity Most often,eduction mg not be pareved as a means tesple a
problem (sg, immigation). Rather, an dtempt m& be made to ede the bgey
of a collective identity (self) which may be fighting against a monolithic (and

antagonistic) ‘other’.
SNADESRATRISA



Analysis

History narrative is a faithful,posite culture. There was no atbeing reflective, or analytical; a cul-
unbiased chronicling of events aempt to identify civilisational legture of ‘rote’ learning is encouraged
they took place. It is the study oficy with Hinduism. It was a dif-which emanates from an intensely
people, actions, decisions, interaterent history that was written. competitive environment. Atten-
tions and behaours. It should But isms should not dictate asion to details is a big casualty as is
help us distill lessorm todg. The to how the narratives should be sethe ability to shift facts from fic-
purpose of studying it is to stand here should be place for contrastion; ‘facts’ are presented as ‘facts’,
at the centre of diverse, toleraning ideasAnd let ideaddht ideas not as points of debate.
and intellectually rigorous debatéd reader should be introduced to  As we said earlier history is not
about societyculture, econony, all vievpoints and be iited to ‘sexy’ since it is not a passport or
and political systenBut pesent- critically examine them. Therehe golden route to high income
ly open and free debate is suphould also not be a violation ofobs in management, manufactur-
pressed. And the cause of this inkhe fundamental democratic prining, or medicine. History is out of
tolerance is easy to identtiysto- ciple of freedom of expressionthe landscape of middle class as-
ry grants the ability to legitimize oiThe ideas should not be stifled, nquiration. Yet, the fact emains tha
discredit events, actions, and indshould the debates be killed. Thiistory- biased or unbiased — has
viduals to those who control thediscussion between orthodoxiea great role to play in shaping the
narrative. This is true for every reand eformists should be enceur larger political ethos of the nation
gime. But to marshall history anéged. Alas, political illiberalism Killstate. Both-content and the way it
use it as a e@on to seve the it all. To be sue, & no point of is taught and interpreted matter
needs of those who can control itime in our writing of History the vasty for a discipline lé& histoy.
amounts to its misuse and abusaccording of it has remained fre®oorly taught histgrinfact méers
History is not a tool to fight cul- from dominant political thought of more than ell taught histgr The
tural wars. Unfortunaely in most the time, be it earlier Nehruvianformer fails to apuse curiosity
regimes it is clumsily wielded bism or now Majoritarianism. does not encourage the disciple to
those who deliberately harbor to  This is where the role ofdeploy tools of analysis; rather it
impose their own ideological agereredible history comes in. it shouldreates an emotional barrier for
da. History has become the handye a forum that should provoke durther exploration and inquiy.
maiden of identity politics and selfeader to engage in a debate and Unfortunately or fortunately
flagellation. But this leads to a unarive d an inbrmed lut unbiased we write our wn histoy. History
dimensional understanding of outonclusion. It should not attemptas body of knowledge to be
past. History stands at a crossroads; provide deihitive ansers. The passed on is created and crafted
it must refuse to follow the trendgraditional Left-Right binary according to the historian percep-
of the times should not dictate understandingion and own sense of right and

Currently there is a streak obf our past. It should allow thewrong Thoughthee should be
ultra nationalism, majoritarianismeader to be free from any coloredctually there is perhaps no ‘objec-
and cultual hegemory. India,ac- opinion, be it red or saffron. His-tively’ presented history of past
cording to this vie, is essentigll tory should be presented as it hagvents The leaneis’ have the right
Hindu cvilisdional lgag. And  pened, rather than as we woultb knowv and lear from histoy.
therefore there is a conscious akave liked it to happen. History should equip us with the
tempt to ewrite the histgr. This History should not be fanci- capability to separate myth and re-
view can be contrasted with earlful, it has to be factual. Historyality An atempt to pesent histor
er ideas when nationalism meashould dictate opinions, opiniondased on mere myths, parables, and
opposition to the British rule, thereshould not dicte histoy. In reali- factoids is worthy of being con-
was inclusive polity with a conty, howeer, most societies ma demned. There cannot be a ‘new’
scious attempt to promote poweattempt regimentation of learnerdiistory, as deséd ty the uler of

sharing between dominant relimind,thoughtsand emotiondn- the time. qaq
gions, plus an attempt to retrievereasinty, thee is an tiempt to Dr Jaya Kakkar, Associate Professor. Shyam Lal
the pluralistic past that had comwean the youngsters away from College, University of Delhi
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OPINION

A Serious Lap se In National Security

What happened
January 5 i
Punjab wa
appaently a vey
serious beach i
Prime Ministets
security which
resulted in th
VVIP stranded o
a flyover for 15
20 minutes an
eventually le
to the cancellatio
of the Prim
Minister's
schedule
programmes i
Ferozepur
Wing
Commander
Nandlal Jotwani,
IAF (veteran)
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What happenedon January 5 in Punjab was apparently a very serious breach in
Prime Ministes’ securitywhich resulted in th&VIP standed on alyower for

15-20 mintes andwentualy led to the cancdilan of the Prime Ministerstied-

uled ppgrammes in &ozepur.

The Prime Ministex’'security is belied to be in thee Igers: inner ring of
SPG commandos, an outer ring of paramilitary troops and a further outer ring
of the State police. Ensuring smooth passage on the route is the responsibility of
State police.

The SPG Act, inter alia, states: “It shall be the duty of every Ministry and
Department of the Central Government or the State Government or the Union
Tenitory Administetion, every Indian Missiongvery local or other authority or
every civil or military authority to act in aid of the Director or any member of the
Group whenever called upon to do so in furtherance of the duties and responsi-
bilities assigned to $ubirector or membéer Howeer, the Punja Stae Ad-
ministration did not appear to have followed, in letter and spirit, the protocols
envisaged in the SPG Act for the VVIP movement, though the Punjab State
Administetion has denied grigpse in securitit has #ributed the urdrtunae
occurrence to the change in travel plan and the last-minute disruption by the pro-
testes, who stalled the Prime Minissecbrvoy,

Due to inclement weather, a road journey was undertaken and this contin-
gency was already planned, and the rehearsal was also done. Then, why didn’t the
state police keep the road clear, which needed to be done much ahead of arrival
of the Prime Ministar'corvoy The ieports of the posslb piotests andlbdk-
age of roads to disipt the Prime Ministerially was knavn e/en to the com-
mon man]et alone the gmand cenal securitygenciesln fact,this possibility
had figured in a series of communications between December 31 and January 4
from the Punja Rolice headqusers to the ield oficers in the districtSeeral
conversations are also learnt to have been held between the SPG Director and
DGP Punjab on the road journey and the road journey clearance was accorded
by the Diector Geneal of Police Punjd.
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Opinion

The Prime Ministex’contin-
gency route by road and requirg-
ment of additional deployment o

reportedly discussed during thg
Advance Security Liaison (ASL) o
January 1 and 2. The contingeng
rehearsal for road journey from Al
Force Stdon Bahinda to fer [
ozepur was also carried out on Ja
uary 4, and strong police deplo
ment for road journey was report the lawful and peaceful protest.
edly indicated. The SPG allowed a  Hence, how could the mob report-
A letter of January 2, 202z sjtuation of exposing edly ‘getting belligerent’ successfully
addressed to all SSPs and CPs stranded VVIP at p_erssted in b]ocl_<mg thg public
believed to have stated that at lee . .. highway, resulting in xposing the
1 lakh people were being mobil strateglcally sensitive stranded VVIP to grave risk, espe-
ised by the organisers from varlocation, under a Smoky cially at the given strategic location.
ous districts of Punjab ... The forcc grey sky on the Indo- The lack of sufficient security
sh(_)uld be deployed at importan Pak border for as |0ng deployme_nt for management of
points ... There are large numbe } the contingency movement of
of dharnas going on in most of @S 15-20 minutes. The \yp by road, was very worri-
the districts Famesrs ae also lik- Prime Ministers car  some especially in view of the in-
ly to hold dharnas on 5th Januar should have been fast Puts about the possible attempts
... These dharnas may result i by protesters to block the road
road bocks pulleq_away from the against the backdrop of intelli-
It is therefore not clear as to  S€Nsitive flyover near gence inputs about the ISI of Pa-
why the route clearance was give |nternational border kistan striving to revive the Khal-
by DGP without, as it appears m———s————  Stani extremism in India.
properly attending to the securityvas @paently leakd to MrSur It is shocking that the public
concerns pointed out in the Ad4it Singh Phool, president, BKUroad was successfully blocked with
vance Security Liaison meetings dKrantikari), who led the protest-tractors, trolleys and school buses
January 1 & 2, 2022. ers on the site. The glaring breedby a group of protesters about 30
It is reported that the Sectionis the hesitancy discerned on them from National Martyrs Me-
14 of the Special Protectionpart of the police to clear the unmorial in Hussaniwala. Clearing the
Group (SPG), 1988, mandates tHawful blockade of public roadroute of all obstacles and keeping
state government and every civéven with brce if necessar the Prime Minister away from the
authority to provide all assistance  The Superintendent 8blice  road blockage was the lawful job
to the SPGHowe\er, the aaildble Bathinda, was mandated to makef the professionals, which should
information so &r indicges thathe contingency plan for movement ohave been done dikgtly, over
police at the protest site was rath&fVIP by road with sufficient de-coming any situational or external
ineffective to facilitate smoothployment of security drces It is  pressues
movement of the VVIP cavalcadenot understood as to how the pro- It has been reported that the
Some policemen were spottetesters succeeded in blocking thHgathinda SSP piloted the motorcade
having tea along with the protestyVIP route, which was supposedrom Bahinda to Erozepur, and
ers at the site. Further, skeletal pte be sanitised and cleared mudie was mandated to make adequate
lice dployment vas obsered en- before the atival of the VVIP. arrangements for the security and
route the VVIP cavalcade. The  Obviousy, the defant pullic logistics 6r theVVIP’s stieduled
Prime Ministes’'oute inbrmaion  road blockage does not constitutprogramme. How is it that the
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road block ahead was not signalled Thanks to the wisdom of thevocates-on-Record of the Hon’ble
much earlier than just about a kiPrime Minister that he sagaciousiSupreme Court have received an
lometre away from the site? avoided commuting through theanonymous autamted pre-record-

The advance police partyagitating ‘protesters’, who wered call on January 10, 2022; fas-
should have cleared the road blockeportedly ‘getting belligerent’ antening responsibility for Prime Min-
ade much before the Prime Minisreturned to Bathinda airport. ister Mods security lmat during
ters car gt dose to the point. Mr. Manpeet Singhrinance his visit to Punjab on January 5,

The Director Genaal of Po-  Minister Punjd, was eportedy 2022 on ‘Sikhs for Justice’ (SFJ)
lice and the Chief Secretary werssignedyMr. Chaanjit Singh from USA, wherein it was stated
not in the Prime Ministercaal- ChanniChiefMinisterPunj®,to that SFJ is responsible for block-
cade, which was inconsistent witheceive the Prime Minister aing PM Mods c&alcade taHus-
protocol. Bathinda airport. After return tosaninvala fyower in Punjb.

The Prime Ministerta&alcade Bathinda airport, the Prime Minis-  Itis tragic that the country has
was reportedly advised to take a Wer is reported to have said to éost two prime ministers due to
turn by the Punjab DGP and itgovernment official that he thanksecurity lapses in the past. The
needs to be probed whether thisr. Channi thehe had eated Prime Minister belongs to the
advice was inordinately delayed. Bathinda airport alive. whole nation. The fact that the

It also needs to be probed as It is a matter of national se-Prime Ministes’'covoy was stuk
to why the SPG allowed a situaeurity as it concerns the institutiorat the strategic location near Inter-
tion of exposing stranded VVIPof the Prime Minister, the head ohational Border for 15-20 minutes
at strategically sensitive locationhe Government of India. is indeed a grave security breech
under a smokgey sk, on the The Supreme Court is thoughtfulwhich warrants thorough probe
Indo-Pak border, for as long as 183y seized of this serious matter ofrom all angles along with recom-
20 mirutes The Prime Ministex’ a plea filed by the Delhi-basednendations of remedial measures
car should have been fast pulletdavyers Voice'. while fixing esponsibility
away from the sensitive flyover = The Supreme Courthasdirect-  The nation cannot accept any
near Intenaional boder. The edthe Registrar General of the Pumompiomise of naional security
Prime Minister othe world’s lag- jab and Haryana High Court toThe Prime Minister is the constitu-
est demoauoy, the world’s fifth  “forthwith” seize and secure recordsional Head of the Government of
largest economy and the third largsf the security measures for Primindia, representing the nation as a
est amed brceswas standeddr  Minister MrNarenda Modis vis- whole. The security lapses that hap-
15-20 minutes at a strategically sahto Punjab on January 5. pened during the Prime Minister’
sitive location, which is around 20  The Central government hawisit to Punjab on January 5, 2022
aeronautical miles away from Pannounced a high-level inquiry intare serious enough for security
kistan. His black car, surroundethe circumstances leading to thagencies to sit up and revisit the rule
by SPG commandos, was corsaid serious security lapse and bmok to incorporate effective
spicuous among the accompanyix responsibilityThe Punja gov- checks and balances, including
ing white cars and was exposeasfnment has also constituted aleting amed brces to ensue
to the lethal risks of various kindeommittee for this purpose. Butinviolability of the standard oper-
from acoss the hostile bder. the Supreme Court has stayed theating procedures pertaining to na-

It is also not understood astwo parallel inquiries and it hasional securifyespeciatla strate-
to why the Prime Ministar'car decided to set up a committegic locations near international bor-
was allowed to come so close theaded ¥ a brmer gex cout der and/or disturbed easMore-
the hotspot and why it could notjudge to probe it. over, synegy betveen the Centr
be halted at or detoured away Meanwhile, the Supremeand the States is essential to ensure
much earlier, far away from theCourt Advocate-On-Record Assonational security in a federal repub-
blockage point, given the advancezlaion (SCAORA), has written to lic, that s, India. qq
imaging and communication syshe Secretary General of Supremg7he authoris the former Editor of IAF Journal

and former National Commissioner, NCLM,

tems saildle in the countr Court that Its many members/Ad- Government of India]
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India needs robust agri marketing reforms

U nless the growing FPO movement is able to usher in an era of guaranteeing
an assed and pofitable price todmers, it will end up as another intes-
diary layer in the existing supply chain.

Every other article | read about the agrarian crisis, especially after the repeal
of the thee contentiousafm laws is talking ofincreasing ap productvity and
reducing post-heest losses as aywio inceasedm incomedf | look bag, a
least 6r the past tlee decadethe thinking hadnchangd. Despite thedm
crisis worsening over the period, the policy prescription remains the same.

With the passage of time, the focus shifts to newer challenges agriculture is
faced with li& the imae crisis aheadubstill an assad incomedr farmers
doesn’t seem to be anywhere on the horizon. In fact, most writers, including
some of the well-known policy makers, economists, academicians, as well as
corporate activists, seems averse to the idea of according a legal sanctity to Min-
imum SupparPrice (MSP)Baring a éw saner @ices leavring famers to the
same eploitdive maket forces thihave deastéed atTm comnunities in the
rich developed countries, is the predominant dictum.

Well,it's theefore quite ear The dominant economic thinking onmhio
bail out the ggieved faiTming commnity fom the tutches of the demand
suppy corundrum tha has usyred i incomeswerywhere in the wrld hastt
changed. It only shows either the so called experts are not well read, or they fear
the tyranny of long distance travel. If only they could venture out into the villages,
spend time witheimers,and if possilte st with them] am sue their pe-fixed
economic thinking will turn upside down and we will have more realistic analysis
and sugestionsilt is time to mege bgond wha has been said in thett@ooks
and fnd out vhy faming contines to be a loss making epitise

Nevertheless, simply bypassing the extra effort to reach out and learn from
fammers, the bcus has shifted toweplagers in the suppl hain— Famer Po-
ducer Companies (FPOs) dgtitech Statups To an &erage consumer in the
cities the home dediry of food pioducts‘straight fom the fim’ geneetes
confidence in theole of new tedinolagies anddmers collecties and vhile

FPOs should b
used as a markgt
mechanism t
deliver MSP a
well as to leverag
the pric
deficienc
payments t
farmers
Devinder Sharmal
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they get fresh produce they belieV mr o 1 e ———__INg red rice. Says Rajesh Krishnan,
famers too ae getting a higher Unless the gr_owmg FPO CEO:“For aomaic rice which is
price. Not sure, if that is really true  MOvVeMent Is able 10 raun by ony one commnity we
Here let me xplain &out FPOs usher in an era of pay a price ofRs 50 per kdor
More and more the talk of collec-guaranteeing an assured medicinal rice, in which case the
tively Ieveraglng their productior and profitable price to y!elds a& \ery low, we py a still
and marketing strengths to enhanc farmers. it will end u higher price oRs 80 per kjRe-
fammers incomethe moe | realise o ) P garding deficiency payments, he
that while everyone claims to pro @S another intermediary eyplained that this year they were
vide amess with a higher priceib layer in the existing unable to purchase the entire quan-
what constitutes a ‘higher price’ he supply chain. tity of red rice, and therefore
not been defined. urged them to sell it in the govern-
Talke moong dal as araan- (and correct me if | am wrong)ment procurement system, and
ple. While the MSP for moong isnany case studies that tells us hgwaid them the price difference.
roughly Rs 72 per kg, the prica producer company has ensured This makes me wonder why
famers gt in the mdet oscillees  tha famers get d leasta miniom  FPOs can’t be used as a market
between Rs 50 to Rs 55. If an FP@ssured price on the lines of MSRechanism to deliver MSP as well
provides a price of Rs 58 or Rs 60r higher Thele ae some xam- as to leverage the price deficiency
per kg to &mers, it daims it is ples vher famers hae been paid payments to dmeis. For which,
providing a ‘higher price’ to grow50 to 55 per cent of the end conFPOs need to be provided with
ers. Tednicaly speaking tlyeae sumer price. This is encouragingdequate finances to cover up for
right, but the fimer in eality is indeed, but the catch is that if théhe deitieny pgymentsAfter all,
being unémaid. To justify this end consumer price remains lownaking agriculture economically
FPOs sp famels ae also being as is gneally the casdamers re-  viable should be what the FPOs
invited to be a shareholder in thenain at the receiving end, invarishould be stving for. For this the
compary. But thd's not adir agu- ably producing 6od 4 a loss lexicon has to change. A higher
ment considering that a sharehold- There are a few FPOs operprice should mean a price higher
er in any business enterprise doasing in the organic space that prahan MSHEven if this causes a dis-
not hare tq by waey of qualifca- vide MSP to growers in certairruption in the supply chain, so be
tion; forego part of his rightful in-commodities, but not all. Goingit. After all, we need robust mar-
comeFor ary successful sociadi even a step further and in the righteting eforms tha can augur el
ness enterprise, and considering tk@edion, it is heartening to learn thafor the belegueed aming com-
nation-wide spread of FPOs, and small FPO in th&aynad district munity, pulling them out othe
with lot ofexpectations hanging onin Kerala, called Thirunelly Agri Proeontinuing grave crisis, arising pri-
it for bringing in the much wantedducer Company Ltd (TAPCo),marily from being denied a living
maiketing eforms | am hoping opekgting with 86 dmeis cultva-  income all thesegs.
that an assured price by way of ang traditional rice varieties, provides ~ Simply put, unless the grow-
MSP at least becomes the hallmaf&mers a pricelose to MSP plus ing FPO movement is able to ush-
of the growing movement. 50 per cent profit as per the Sweer in an era of guaranteeing an as-
The tragedy is that in any agminahan Commissidsn recom- suied and pofitable price todm-
suppy dain a &mer is the one mendéons Set up in 2017@nd ers, it will end up as another inter-
who works the hardest and that tooeaching a turnover of Rs 65-lakmediary layer in the existing sup-
in harsh environments, and yet ighis year, TAPCo even providegly thain.Wams Rajesh Krishnan:
the least paid; often not even cowdefcieny pyments todmess. “Too mud is being saidaut the
ering the cost of production. In Against the MSP of Rs 25 pecollective bargaining power of
much of the literature on FPOskg that prevails in Kerala (higheFPOs But be caaful, it can also

that | have come across higher irthan the price announced by theollectise peerty.” qq
comes 6r small &mess is avays  Centre), TAPCo pays a price of " e e sgicuue secior He wies on food
talked about, but | haven't seeiRs 29 per kg tcafmers cultva- ——— et o gt loms 1021461
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CONSIDERATION

Reserve Bank Must Prevent Capit al Flight

The time is
hand for th
Reserve Bank a

the Government ¢f

India to
reconsider th
policy of free

movement
capital, which i
leading to capit
flight and lowe
rates of gowth in
the county.
Dr. Bharat
Jhunjhunwala

Data provided by the Rseve Bank ofindia tell us thahe caital account of

the county has been gdive over the last thae yas. This means théhe amount

of capital that hasome inward is less than the amount of capital that is gone
outward from the county. Indeedthe ngdive account has bearder during the

months ofthe Coona crisisHowe\er, tha does notxplain the gaital fight from

the country because other countries were equally affected by Corona pandemic at
those same timeshelefore, the fight of caital fom Coona-afected India to

another Corona-affected country cannot be because of Corona pandemic. There is
a needdr the Rseve Bank to wrkout policies to @nent this cpital fight be-

cause, just as a family becomes poorer when an earning member of the family
leaves similaly, the fight of capital fom the county will malke India pocer.

Despite this hdrreality a Committee edilish ty the Rseve Bank has
giving four arguments to allow free movement of capital from- and to India to
foreign countriesThe irst agument gien ky the Committee is thikee mee-
ment of cgital will incease thevaildility of caital in the couny It will en-
courage foreign investors to invest in India. However, this alleged benefit is dis-
proved ty Reseve Banls avn dda thd shovs thathe cpital account has been
contiruousy negaive in the last 2e@s. The free meement ofcaital is leading
to the flight of capital from; not be other way around.

The second argument given by the Committee is that free movement of
capital will reduce the cost of capital. This too is not correct because the outward
flow of capital is reducing the availability of capital in India and accordingly the
cost of caital in India is risingot falling The thid agument is that will male
it possible for Indian companies to borrow in foreign countries and diversify
their borowing This is corect.Howe\er, the fact thathe moe caital is @ing
out of the country means that the diversification is not proving helpful in attract-
ing foreign capital. The fourth argument is that free movement of capital will
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allow Indian investors to diversify
their investment parfolio. At 3
present an Indian investors may { i
investing in property and in shar
market in India. After free move-
ment of capital the Indian inves]|
tors can invest in property in New §
York and in shas in the Ne& York
Stock Exchange. This benefit i
correct. However, this is only benincrease then it will be no longeof doing business in the country is
eficial for the richer section of thebe beneficial for foreign investordigher if there is corruption and
society because they alone have tloeborrow in the United States andoreign investors do not want to
capacity to invest in foreign couninvest in India because they havavest here. Second is increase in
tries Outward foreign ivestment to pay high rate of interest in Unitgovernment debt. This means that
can prove beneficial to them buged Stees On the contary,sudan (1) the government will have to
not to India. The arguments giverincrease in interest rates in the Uniborrow more money; (2) the Re-
by the Committee ofhe Reseve ed States may lead to them to witlserve Bank will hae to adopt easy
Bank in favour of free movementraw their money from India andmoney policy to make available the
of capital are certainly not benefirepariate it to the United Siss money that is borrowed by the
cial br the county. Contary to Therefore, there is the need for th&overnment; (3) this will lead to
Reseve Banls hamful policies Reseve Bank to €consider its inflation and to the devaluation of
the International Monetary Fundpolicy urgently in view of the im-Indian rupee; (4) reduce the value
has advocated that the developin@ending increase in the interest rate$ the investment that the foreign
countries should consider imposin United Stegs’economn. investors may have made in India
ing restrictions on free movement  The poligy of the Reseve leading to loss for them. Third is
of capital to foreign countries inBank is also against its own recegative capital account. A nega-
situations such as Corona panderommendtions The Committee tive capital account leads to more
ic. They have referred to the expdras said that it is necessary to coadtflow—somewhat like herd im-
rience of Korea and Peru that hav&in the fiscal deficit along with almunity One breign iwvestor bl-
imposed such restrictions witHowing free movement of capitallows the other in taking capital out
beneicial esults We knav \ery well tha the iscal of India because negative capital
Free movement of capital cardeficit of our country is increasingaccount leads to devaluation.
be nmuch more hamful in the rapidly since the Corona pandentourth is the adoption ofree
present situation. The Unitedc. On the one handhe Reseve trade. Reason is that if our econo-
Stdes'Fedeal Reseve Boad has Bank is saying that free movememy is not competitive then we will
adopted an easy money policy iof capital should not be allowedose our ground in the global mar-
the lastéw yeas.It has madeail- if fiscal deficit is not controlled;ket and this will lead to capital
able loans at an Interest rate of But on the other hand it has inflight. | would like to add a fifth
to 0.25% perear It is piofitable creased the limit of the money thateason which is social conflict in the
for investors to borrow in the an Indian national can remit to theountry. The socialtenosphee has
United States and invest that morfereign countries for investmentbecome so negative that foreign
ey in India at these low interestinder the Liberalized Remittancavestors may not like to come.
raes The Fedeal Reseve Boad Scheme despite the increase in th@e time istehand br the Reseve
has indicated that it is soon goinfjscal deficit. Bank and the Government of In-
to back track from the easy mon-  An article in the Journal ofdia to reconsider the policy of free
ey and it is likely to reduce théndian Association of Social Scimovement of capital, which is
money supply and that will in turrence Institutions has given four redeading to capital flight and lower
leads to increase in the interest ratons for the flight of capital fromrates ofgrowth in the countr.qq
If the interest rates in United Stateldia. First is corruption. The cost Formerly Professor of Economics at liM Bengaluru
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FARMING

FSSAI GM regulation put s health in a soup

Careful of wha you edin 2022 as theobd Sad-

ty and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has a
new scheme to mix genetically modified organisms
(GMOs) in our 6dods The white and adk bu-
reaucratic-looking draft notification on GM food
reguldion has loked Indias food fate with BigAg.

It's only a méer of time bebre a tsunami oGM

food products floods the Indian market as the gates
of our fortress have been opened from the inside.

But first, what are GM foods? These are foods

tha are dened from geneticall modifed cops
Companies like Monsanto/Bayer have developed

The Authority ha
a new scheme
mix geneticall
modifie
organisms in ou
foods even thou
the EU doesh
allow GM food o
its plate.
Indra Shekhar
Singh

patented crops varieties which have genes from two
different life forms For example India’onyy GM ciop, Bt Cotton,uses a tan
producing gene from a ground bacteria, Bacillus thuringiensis, and combines it
with a cotton plant. Some of the other popular GMOs are soybean, corn, sugar
beets and canola. While some of these crops are owned by European companies,
EU doesn't allow GM food on its plate. GM foods are also used for animal feed
and biofuelsApatt from the EUindgendent scientistsJearaised serious bio-
medical concerns, linking the consumption of GM foods leading to a plethora
of health dedcts

So wha does the notiéaion sg? Fistly, it allovs r “1 per cent and belo
GM content foods” to go unlabelled. But why have this 1 per cent at all? Can't
India have truthful labels, where the consumers know what they eat? Perhaps
aware of the risks of GM food, FSSAI regulators have clearly stated that GMOs
are “not pemitted in infint oods”. So vhy the obfusd@mn on ldelling stan-
dards and then, in the same breath, the stance on infant foods? Is there something
FSSAI knows and not telling Indians?

Lets talke a second and lookaur pastin the ldae 90sIndia vas fooded
with chegp GM sgbean oil impas tha not only killed small ostad famels
but also destyed the local oilseed rkeirs But naw, also consideGMOs ae
already trickling into our thalis with the rampant blending of Bt cottonseed oil in
our foods Both FSSAI and GE2Z were avare dout it for yeas;in fact, Dr
Vandana Sti and | sent Rs to both oganiséions and dund out,FSSAI and
GEAC both teded GMO cottonseed andtoeal cottonseed to be the same
This was an unscientific position, conveniently forgetting the genetic modifica-
tions on Monsanto/Bgrs Bt cottonseedn further investigtion, | found tha
biosaéty documents submitted to GEAame fsm Monsanto tzs No inde-
pendent biosafy déa was bund & GEAC for Monsanto/Bgers Bt Cotton.

Currently, those pges ae dead links on GEZs website In the daft noti-
ficaion tog FSSAI adhed to similar biosety standals and,in some cases
allowed for the documents to be submitted by the applicant and not necessarily
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the regulatory authority-approve@dn GM standals?The USalong committee on GM crops, chaired
dossies. with many others in the Americashy Reruka Chavdhary, has akag
Now the next major confu- is deeply entrenched in GM cropgulled up FSSAI on GM food and
sion occurs when the notificatiorcultivation and freely allows fora court order of August 2017
calls for “(11) Once GMOs or GM foods, labelled or unlabelledempowers petitioners to approach
Genetically Engineered Organisn® enter maets the court again in case the FSSAI
or Living Modified Organisms It is no surprise that US citi-rules a& unstsfactor.
having unique identification codeens along with their Latin Ameri-  GM or not GM? It is obvi-
provided by Biosafety Clearingan counterparts suffer from food-ous that the FSSAI notification is
House, Organisation for Economicstyle elaed diseasdaend scien- doing someone elsdidling —
Cooperation and Developmentist Eric Seralini, using peer revieworporates or Uncle Sam? Who
etc, is approved by FSSAI, apscientific journals, demonstratetnows? But as a concerned citizen,
proval for the same will not behow GM foods ae hamful not | urge them toeconsidelnstead
requied r ary other I6od Busi- only to cows but their toxicity in-of deregulating GM foods, FSSAI
ness Opetor. Approval will also cluding the pesticide/herbicideneeds to first do house cleaning
not be required if it is used as ansed to grow third-generationsand take cognisance of the illegal

ingredient in any product.” GMOs like RRF Cotton and ham-GM foods that are being fed to
On plain reading, this pointper human health as well. Indians We nrust aspi to hae the
gppeas innocuousBut the deil is Monsanto/Bayer has alreadynost progressive GM laws on a

alays in the detail&iven thaEU  lost billions of dollars to victimspar with ElJand not bely them.
doesn’t allow for GM food, half of Round-Up poisoninground- For, if GM food is not sa&f for
of the influential countries are outUp is a patented herbicide used t&uropean children to eat, then In-
What does FSSAI mean as it wrotgrow GM crops, and is knowndian children ought not haveyit.

(The author writes on agriculture and environment, and is a

this point? Is it perhaps referringarcinogenic. former Director - Policy & Outreach, National Seed
to the corporate food hegemony  The parliamentary standing e o e e vews expressed are persenat)
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ISSUE

PM security breach a sinister agenda

The objective w
to instigat
commun
sentiments an
have Hindu
ejected fom th
Punjab
countryside,
chilling replay o
the events leadi
to the army actio
in Amritsar an
assassination
Prime Ministe
Indira Gandhi i
October 198
Sandhya Jain

Son after the daegpus beab in the Prime Ministersecurity during abated

isit to Bhéinda, Punjd, on &rualy 5,2022,a mophed video ofa chinet
committee meeting of December 9, 2021 (after the tragic demise of CDS Gen.
Bipin Rawa) sudieny popped up okivhasApp goups all ger the countr. The

video vas gien a nw wicewer, with datantly anti-Sikh diatpues

The cognoscenti were quick to realise that the video was fake, but how to
gauge the impact in the privacy of every home, every village, especially in Punjab?

The objective was to instigate communal sentiments and have Hindus eject-
ed from the Punjab countryside, a chilling replay of the events leading to the
Army action ilAmritsar and the assastoraof Prime Minister Indir Gandhi in
October 1984.

The banned organisation, Sikhs for Justice, was overjoyed when Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi was stranded on a flyover for over 20 minutes, which sug-
gests that an external angle in the episode cannot be ruled out. Videos erupted
simultaneously on all WhatsApp groups nationwide, where SFJ leader Gurpat-
want Singh &run made theds ajainst the Prime Ministékt the same time
animaed videos offwitter shaved violencegainst Mr Modi.

Delhi Police has ne said thathe “cdinet meetingVideo originged from
Pakistanwhich is unsygrising The video ws populared though 46Twitter
accounts, mainly @eshalkaurl and @simrankaur0507 that were created between
October and December 2021, and operated from a single browser (developed
by multilogin.com) from Pakistan. The video became viral nationwide, aided by
hidden influencers in prominent WhatsApp groups, and this network needs to be
unravelled.

The Government of India acted with commendable restraint. The Union
Home Ministy sought anx@langion from the Punja Director Genal of Po-
lice and atered an inquir, even as the Purjagovemment set up itsvan com-
mittee. This irked the Centre as the Punjab committee included the State Home
Secretary; the Centre said the officer is likely to be investigated and should not be
in the Committee.
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Thereafter, a Supreme Courgiven till date. When inclementhe SPG about the blockade. This
Bench headed by the Chief Justiaeeather ruled out taking a helicogds a goss degliction of duty
of India ordered that the Districtter to the madyrs memorialtadus- Far from feeling embarrassed,
Judge Bhatinda will collect alsainiwala, the Chief Minister wa€ongress party acolytes released a
records regarding the Prime Minunavailable by telephone and thiearrage of frivolous commentary
isters security aangements fom  Director Genal of Police e the to the effect that the Prime Minis-
the Punjh Police Stde of Punjd, green signal to travel by road. terleftin a huff because he received
SPG and other Central and State However, the warning carreports that his proposed rally was
agenciesthese willbe pseved ty  ahead of the cavalcade was natflop due to poor attendance. The
the Registrar General of the Punwarned by local police who weréocal Bharatiya Janata Party coun-
jab and Haryana High Court, asseen on video clips enjoying tetered with video clips showing that
sisted by an officer of the Nationwith persons blocking the flyovertheir cadres were detained at vari-
al Investigtion Agengy. with the result that the Prime Min-ous spotsythe PunjaRolice Lat-
Thereafter, on January 8, théster was stranded on the flyoveer, former ChiefMinister Cptain
Election Commission of India an-and put in a very vulnerable posiAmarinder Singlwyho has érmed
nounced the schedule for electiontson. The Congress party shamean alliance with the Baleressed
to the Punjab and four other Stat¢he nation with its brazen attitudea well-attended rally that called the
Assembes This put an end to spec-but former MP Sunilakhar la- bluff of the Congess pay.
uldion over Pesidens le in Pun- mented the episode as a blot on  The PM security breach took
jab which could have increasethe Stte while ormer Union Min- on a more serious dimension on
political temperatures in the Stateister Manish Tiwari pointed to theMonday (January 10) morning as
On January 9, the birth anniproximity to the border to under-several Supreme Court advocates
versary of Guru Gobind Singh line the gavity of the mater. received two threatening calls from
Prime Minister Narendra Modi Chief Minister Channi Sikhs Br lsticewith a pe-recod-
announced December 26\&er claimed he did not receive thed message claiming responsibility
Bal Diwas to commemorate théPrime Minister because of Covidor the lase in MrModis security
sacrifices of the sons of Guruexposure, but did not isolate himin Punjab on January 5, 2022. The
Gobind Singh, two of whom self as per Covid protocol. In-calls seem to have come from the
were buried alive in a brick walstead, he was soon seen movirtgnited Kingdom.
on tha day. Recalling the brery  amund freey, without a dice mask, SFJ warned the Supreme
and ideals of Mata Guijri Ji, Srand adding to his ignominy withCourt Justices against hearing a
Guru Gobind Singh Ji and the fourcontradictoy staementsHe also plea for an independent probe into
Sahibzades, two of whom died isaid the dmeis wanted to meet the security breach, alleging that the
battle, the Prime Minister saidthe Prime Minister and he hadipex court “never took any ac-
“They never bowed to injustice promised to help them! tion” to provide justice to the vic-
They envisioned a world thatisin-  The Punjh Police cannot tims of the anti-Sikh riots of 1984.
clusive and hanonious”. evade censure as it was its responsi- The Supreme Court agreed to
Meanwhile, several questionkility to ensure that the Prime Minset up a committee headed by a
arise regarding the serious breadters bak-up oute ly road vas retired apex court judge to probe
of security that led to the Primesanitised and kept free of obstrudhe sectty breach. At the time of
Minister being stranded on a flytions, regardless of what route theriting, the Court indicated that
over for over 20 minutes, close t®rime Minister eventually took. InDGP Chandigarh, IG National In-
the intenational boder. Chief the curent casefamers hae r- vestigtion Ageng,andADGP (se-
Minister Charanjit Singh Channiported to the media that the policeurity) of Punjab might be includ-
Punjab Chief Secretary and thild them the Prime Minister wased in the committee. However, the
DGP were all asent vmen Mt coming on that road; however thegommittees appointed by the Pun-
Modi landed in Bhatinda, a glarindidn't believe them and stayed pujab government and the Union
lapse of protocol for which noNo attempts were made to take thelome M|n|strywere suspendegd.
convinéng explanation has beerfameis off the oad,or to inform repsienan Y prvseeuybreach-asmsieragendal
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ENVIRONMENT

The Menace of Internet Pollution

15th Rashtriy
Sabha of Swadedghi
Jagran Manch
Gwalior in
December 202
passed farsight
resolution o
envionment
global warming
carbon emissiorj,
erosion of ozon
layer while briefl
discussing intern
pollution.
Vinod Johri

uring 1% Rashtriya Sabha of Swadeshi Jagran Manch at Gwalior"from 24

to 268" December 2021, a very significant and farsighted resolution was
passed on eironment vhich emphasid concers on d¢pbal vamrming carbon
emission and esion ofozone lger. The menace dhtemet pollution vas brief-
ly discussed in the conference. Until then, we knew about it but were not sensi-
tized towards internet pollution. Internet has turned into indispensable part of
our life, personal and professional.

E-Pollution is the erironmental dange tha comes fom the constant hea
and cooling down in facilities that are referred to data centres on which Govern-
ments and Cgorates ae hegily dgpendent on da centes

It was on Mash 12,1989a CERN Genea,thd the idea of the Intenet
was bon. Today, 32 as lder, the Intenet has completethangd our Nes:
how we comnanicade, work, get entetained,informed or do our shoppinBut
the truth is that the Internet also has a huge impact on our planet.

On one hand, manufacturing cell phones, laptops, and other types of devic-
es and equipment means extracting (and separating or transporting) rare earth
minerals from the Earth. On the other hand, data centres that represent the “cloud”
on Eath ae a synoym with enagy consumption due to the sige and the
pemanent ow of daa.In 2015the Intenet vas estintad to epresent 600
million tonnes ofCO2 a gar — as oth as the wrld’s total oril avidion.

From the start of the Covid-19 pandemic and the numerous lockdowns,
there has been an exponential growth in video transmission (streaming) all over
the world. Accoding to the Interaional Enegy Ageng (IEA), watching an hour
of video streaming on Netflix entails emissions of 36gCO2 while keeping in
mind tha a trip ty aiplane fom London to N York is the equalent of 1.3
tonnes of CO2. Studies estimate that digital technologies contribute between 1.4%
to 5.9% of global greenhouse gas emissions, according to ‘The Royal Society’, a
leading British scientifacadem

The digital actity is esponsite for 2% of the planet CO2
Emissionssending an emaiking seah enginesstoring dea ae heaily respon-
side for carbon digide emissionghe web genestes todg 2% of the CO2
emissions ofhe planet hich is just the l@ming of this nev form of pollution.

Indeed, within four years, digital pollution will represent 3 to 4% of carbon dioxide
emissions - a siti@n thd is alaming!

The low carbon footprint of streaming video content can be explained due
to the epid impovement in the engy eficieny of daa centes networks and
devicesBut the slwing of efficieny cpinsthe efects ofoutbraksand the ne
demanddr emeging tebnolagy,induding atificial intellignce (Al) andlbck-
chain, is leading to a growing concern due to general environmental impacts in
the sector in the comingaes As the ae dda factories thastore thousands of
IT sewnvers dda centes ag¢ usuayl considexd to be engy desourer.
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It should ring alan bells -
Doing a search on Google
emits the equivalent of 5 to
7 grams of CO2.

The carbon cost of an email
with a 1 MB attachment is 19
grams of CO2 according
to French Environment & En- |
ergy Mangement Consultagic
(ADEME).In one hour, more
than twelve billion emails are
sent, representing more
than 4,000 tons of oil.
Although the engy neededdr
a single internet search or ema}a
is small, approximately 4.]1
billion people, or 53.6% of the
global population, now use the
internet. Those scraps of enerz'
gy, and the assotéd geen-
house gases emitted with each
online actiity, can ad up

The carbon footprint of our
gadgets, the internet and the sys-
tems supporting them account”
for about 3.7% of global
greenhouse emissions, accord-
ing to some estintes It is sim-

ilar to the amount produced by
the ailine industy dobaly, ex-
plains Mike Hazas, a researcher
at Lancaster Umersity And
these emissions are predicted to
double by 2025. 4.
One ofthe maindrms ofdig- -
ital pollution is called “dovant
pollution”. It's due to the ster 6.
age of emailsAll emails stad

in a mailbg male may sev-

trust are some of the most ap-
parent impacts of digital pol-
lution. Potential dgraddion of
intellectual and emotional ca8.
pacities, such as critical thinking,
personal authorifyand emo-
tional well-being, are massive.
The most significant contributor
to our individual Internet carbon
footprints is our use of online9.
videq which geneates 60% of
world data flows and over 300
million tonnes ofCO2 per gar

\ﬁ/hat are the main disadvan-
ges?

Addid¢ion, time-waster, and
causes distractions

Bullying, trolls, stalkers and
crime: A person who uses the
Internet very frequently can face
abusive or trolls’ people. An-

your interactions and make you
more impatient and less focused
on your acwities

Health issues and obesityif

you are surfing the Internet fre-
quenty, playing games and
spending too much time on the
computer, it can also lead to
obesity and an unhealthy lifestyle.
Depression, loneliness, and
social isolation:The Internet
also becomes a reason lead to
depression as many people tend
to compare their lives with oth-
ers on social netwking sites

10.Buying things that you don'’t

need: The Internet provides
advantages for consumers to
make purchasing, so users can
purchase products frequently
without putting much thought
into whether they should.

other issue cyberbullying is als; ot 4 safe place for children:

increasingapidly over the gas.
Spam and advertisingThe
Internet is the best place to ad-
vertise ag sevice or poduct

There are many unethical and
pornography communities are
available on the Internet that can
cause to distract their mind.

as compared to traditional ady viryses/Malwares: The fre-

vertising methodsBut you
might see more spam in your
inbox thanynk mail in real life
because digital advertising can
be sent on a massive scale
Pornographic & violent imges
Never being able to disconnect
from work

Identity theft, hacking, vi-

quently use of the Internet may
infect your system from virus-
es that can damage your valu-
able data, which is difficult to
recover. These vinses enter into
the system through USBs, CIDs,
and the Internet.

We candllow few simple tips

to reduce the impact of your in-

ruses, and cheatingThere are ternet usage on the environment.

various malicious users and

1.Deleting emails is the easiest

computer hackers that can steglay to reduce your carbon footprint
your pesonal inbrmaion and  on the computerlf every peson
hack accounts, which can benly deleted 10 of those emails,
used for identity theft and canthey could save 1,72,500 gigabytes

be hamful to you pesonaly.  of storage space and around 55.2
Distracts focus and patience: million kilavets of power.

The sites have an instant gratifi- 2. Keg Your Lgtop And
| Increased anxiety and fear, po- cation effect that we use on th@ther Digital Equipment d¥

larization, fragmentation of a Intemet every dg. Getting in- Longer Reriods
shared context, and loss of formdion this vay can dects [Conitnued on page no. 37]

ers run uninterruptedly in data
centes Howe\er, dda centes

are \ery enegy intensie and
need to be peranent} air con-
ditioned to be cooled. The vol-
ume of stored data doubles.
ewery two yeas.



HISTORY

Guhila Rajput s between the 7th and 10th century
AD in Mewar (Southern Rajasthan), Part-|

A look at the 7t
century map
Mewar clearl

proves tha

Souther
Rajasthan was t
lineage domain

the Guhila Rajput
Prof. Nandini
Kapur Sinha

vidence ofthe bginnings ofstde formation & a local leel in Mavar can be

traced to the senth centuwy. Two centes of Guhila pyal families aNag-
da-Ahada and Kiskindha in the Metiis and a small Guhila chief at Dhava-
garta (Dhor in Jahazpainsil, Bhilwara district) in the upper Banas plain under the
suzerainty of the Moris (later Mauryas of eastern Rajasthan and western Uttar
Pradesh) ofChittaugarh gpear on the npaof seventh centwy Mewar. We
identify this royal family as the Guhilas of NagdaaAtwd on the basis of their
initial or later capital towns but on the basis of the area under their control in the
seventh centuy. Nagda is oyl 22 km nath of Ahada(moden Udaipur)lt is
beyond doubt that this family based at Nagda mustdatvelled a territory
that lay 22 km south of their seat of power during this period.

These Gubhila chiefs began their career in the Nagdab&haf the west-
em Beadwvalley in Udaipur districin the sgenth centwy, Guhila pever was
confined to thidelt. The Guhilas of Kipkindha based themselves in the southern
portion of the Mewar hills touching Bagar (tribal pocket of the Bhils) locality in
the middle Mahi basin (northern part of Dungarpur district). Kipkindha is iden-
tified with pesent Kalyanpurin southen Udaipur districhordering Dungrpur.

Guhila acknowledgement of the Mori sovereigns is evident from the subor-
dinate titles of the Kiskindha Guhilaghsas vapt-assemahasabdasamadhiga-
ta-panc-mahasabdahmsgarjjita-parmahasabdah, etc. It is also reflected that
Dhavagarta Guhila hief Dhanika reference to hiswerdord as paama-bham-
maaka-maharajadhiraja-paramesvarasridhavalappadevapravardhaasmnarajye
well as in the title of raval for the legendary BRapal (ancestor of the Nagda-
AhadaGubhila family). Their limited territorial control is obvious not only from
the proximity of the Moris of Chittaurgarh but more importantly from their
simple taims to social stes If a small Guhilahief of Dhavagrta referred to
himself merely as guhilaputnansridhanikaGuhila kings of Kiskindha and
NagdaAhada introduced themselvasamy as guhilaputtranavaye, guhilanara-
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dhipavaAse, and guhilanvayamation’ and introduction of mo- Lineae &ogany sugests possi-
However, Guhila acknowledgenarchical rule. Evidences have bedéte ancestral connections, howev-
ment of Mori sovereignty did notcited from early nigéeval north er remote, between these Guhila
minimize the Guhila predominancéRajasthan, Gujarat, south India arfdamilies But the pocess ofthe
in the sgenth centuy Mewar. the Deccan in which close relatiorpolitical rise of the Gubhila lineages
There is no evidence in the recordships between lineage and territ@nd the érmation of Guhila py-
to prove that the Moris settledry were expressed through territcal houses was uneven, leaving its
these Guhila rulers in these thregal namese.g Gurjarabhumi, mark on the phenomenon of state
different rudear cens On the Gurjaratra, Gurjaradharitri andformation.
contrary, there is Mori aknowl- Gurjaradhardor the Gurjaras in The beginning of the process
edgement of Mewar as the donorth Rajabhan and Gujarat, Colaof stde formaion & a local leel
main of the GuhilasThe fact is nadu,Cem-nadu,Tondai-nadu, in Mewar is amply borne out by a
evident fom the following ex- Ganga-padi, Nolamba-padi, etcprosperous agrarian base of the
pression in the Dabok inscriptionfor the south and the Deccan. Unlocal Guhila states in the seventh
‘guhilaputranamgdh) anikasyop- doubtedy, sud lineges origine  century including settlements in the
abhu (jyajmanayam (dha)-vagared from agrarian bases tribal belt. It is also corroborated
tayam'This literally means that the Ridhad G. Fox in his discus- by the evidence of political incor-
village of Dhavagarta lay in theion on thedrmaion of alinege, poration of the Tocal diefs
domain (or in the enjoyment) ofviews the lineage ancestors as adghrough a system of ranking and
Guhilaputra Sri Dhanika. The fameultural entepreneus.Marc Blod  distritution of roles and seices
ily was ot settled by the Mori sov-traces the origin of some of theand through royal patronage of
ereign through the system of landeigniorial families in medievabcal sects and culfEheararian
grants Theefore,the tem bhujya- Europe to a similar pcessThe base of the Dhavagarta Guhila is
mana indicates that the Moris forancestors of others, perhaps, wesident by the Guhila grant of
mally recognized the Gubhilas as tremong those rich peasants ofaadyagraismkaksetréialds that
most prominent political elementwhose tansbrmaion into land- can be tilled in autumn as well as
in the locality of Dhavagarta.  lords, each with group of tenein summer). The boundaries of the
The emphasis upon guhilapuments, we catch a glimpse in cedonated plots touched the fields
tra, guhilanvaya, guhilanaradhiptain documents of the tenth cenef many other individuals, indicat-
vamse, etc., made both by the Kigury.” Thus formaion of lineaje ing the presence of many more
kindha and Nagda-Aha@aihilas domains entailed a process ofell cultivated fields in the village.
also indicates an attempt to highttransbrmaion of the rit peas- What is most significant are the
light their lineage (in the sense a@ints of a particular lineage intoeferences to the araghamma (or
vamsa) identititencethe Mavar landlods The ultim& success in Persian wheel).
hills had emerged as the domaitme growth of these landlords These irrigational works were
of the Guhila royal families andvould manifest itself in their asowned both by individuals and by
their kinsmen. sumption of political or royal pow-the oyal family. dust lile \ahiyali-
The creation of lineage do-er. In other vords it is the assump- namaraghmamaketram (field irri-
main and mobilization of lineageion of ‘kingship’ which would dis-gated by araghatta named vahiya-
power in areas of pre-state polittinguish these lineage heads froi), reference is also made to ra-
(absence of local states) such as tie est of societyOnce admily jakiyaaraghamakullya (aragham-
Mewar hills of the pre-seventh ceref the dominant lineage transma owned by the royal house).
tury period evidently involvedformed itselfinto a pyal house in These references are indicative of
change of the economic pattern ots domain, the process of stateoyal and individual initiative in
the iegion ly expansie linegesIn  formaion began @ the local leel.  expanding agricultural fields, within
this case, the emergence of ‘ruling Neither contemporary nor the spatial limits of the village. Such
lineages’ (royal families originatingucceeding Guhila sources speaiitiatives point to conscious at-
from different vamsas), wouldof matrimonial relations betweeriempts to strengthen the resource
correspond to ‘primary state forthe thiee Guhila uling families base ofthe locality qq
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SWADESHI ACTIVITY

Press Release

Union Budget: 2022-23- Good for Growth, but
lacks push on employment

Swadeshi Jagarn Manch believes that the Union Budget 2022-23 is a growth oriented budget with suffi-
cient push for development of infrastructure of various kind including digital infrastructure, infrastructure of
educ#on, potable water and housingf poor Giving a push to PM @ahakti Master Plan cam @ long
way towards more efficient infrastructure and reduction in logistic cost to make the economy competitive. A
quantum jump of 35 percent in capital expenditure, taking capital expenditure in the budget to over rupees 7.5
lakh cores can impove the futue gowth prospects in the coumtr

We ae also hapy to note thacontiruing its
thrust for Aatmanirbhar Bharat, the Finance Minis-
ter has adopted a calibrated approach towards pro-
tecting domestic indugtwhich has been badhit
due to thexxessie obsessiomf gobalizédon. We
are sure that the Production Link Incentive (PLI)
scheme will go a long way towards self-reliance in
these secter W hope thiathe delared push to-
wards production of semi-conductors and solar
power equipment will go a long way in making the
econony self-eliant in these gments

Announcement of minimum tax of 15 percent for cooperative sector and capping of surcharge on long
term caital guins on equitiesif unlisted companies not peinds anomgawill help #&racting mog domes-
tic investos. Contiruaion of tax free holidg to star up is also aelcome sig Allowing 15 per centiuar
tax for new units in MSME sector upto 31/03/2024 is also welcome.

We ae also pprecidive of the ludget for its pushdr ndural farming zero budget farming and aganic
farming We also wlcome gvemments announcement to dee 2023 as Nianal Milletyear Howe\er, we
feel thalimiting the bemical fee iMming endeaur to ony a limited ara,it should bexdended to mar
patts of the county, wher ony limited bemicals & be used irafming Famer Poducer Oganiséions
(FPOs) a our n& rural star ups and theris an wgent need to simplify therfaion of FPOs intuding
reducing the membership requirement to 50. Fiscal support for new FPOs is also urgently needed.

Swadeshi Jagaran Manch expresses its concerns for very limited efforts towards promotion of small
scale indusgrand cedion of emplgyment in the coungr We undestand thathe thee is an wgent need to
promote selfemplyment in the coungrfor which cental as wll as ste gopvemments need to push estr
preneurship development programs (EDPs), infuse more funds and seed capital for small businesses, whict
can motiate the puth to startheir avn enteprises There is a needf an Entepreneuship Development
Cente in eal district ofthe county. W& welcome the seme 6r enhanced lending to MSME sectpr b
extending the guantee ceer for sut loansHowe\er, we feel th&govemment suppdrby way of equity
subsidy is something which is urgently required.

Though the budget 2022-23 has provided for taxing the income from the virtual digital assets at the rate
of 30 percent and taxing the gift of virtual digital asset at the hands of recipients, Swadeshi Jagaran Manct
firmly beli@es thalooking &the dangrs of naional securitthe menace ofmoneg laundering and other
related dangers emanating from the transactions in cryptos, ban on private crypto currencies is the only solu-
tion. However, the announcement of the issue of Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) is a welcome move.

Dr Ashwani Mahajan
National Co Convenor
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SJM voices concern over Igcks push on emmmemSaid vhile it is ppre.cia—
. , tive of the Budet for its push dr naural faming

Budget' s ‘lack’ of push to zew budeet farming and aganic fming and also
employment welcomes theayemments announcement to dae

Swadeshi Jagran Manch voiced its concerns 6%&3 @s Nénal MilletYear it, howeer, feels in-
“very limited efforts” unveiled in the Union Budgéitead ofimiting the “bemical fee &ming’endesur
towards “creation of employment” and “promotiofP only a limited area, it should pe_extende(_j to more
of small scale industry”. However, it hailed the ovB@ls of the county, where “only limited Gemicals
all exercise as “growth oriented” with sufficient pudf Peing used’irafming

for development of infrastructure of various kinds ' amer Poducer Oganiséions (FPOs) arour
including digital. new rural startups and there is an urgent need to sim-

“We undestand thathere is an went need to plify the brmaion of FPOs induding educing the
promote selfemplyment in the coungrfor which membership requirement to 50. Fiscal support for
the central as well as state governments need to f§HFPOS is also gently needed the SJM said
entrepreneurship development programs (EDPs), in- SIM said that the Manch believes that giving a
fuse more funds and seed capital for small businB¥sh to PM Gati Shakti Master Plan can go a long
es, which can motivate the youth to start their oW&Y towards more efficient infrastructure and reduc-
enteprises There is a needf an Entepreneuship t?on in_Iogistic cost to make the economy co_mpeti—
Development Cengrin eale district ofthe county,” tlvew_hllequan_tum jump of 35 per cent in capital ex-
SJMsaid a day after the Union Budget was preseﬂ?élﬂj'ture’ taking capital expenditure in the Budget to

in the Parliament. over Rs 7.5 lakh crore, can improve the future growth
SJM’ thoth wcomed the SCheme for enhanCéH.OﬁtEsefv:wtwsd:Qari?rgd cCo(m)/tiDnEE?//umon-budget/rss-body-SJm-vmces-concern-uver-budgets-lack-of-push-tc
lending to MSME sector by extending the guarantee employment-1077307 hti

cover for such loans, it said, “we feel that gOVem—SJM ks b
ment support by way of equity subsidy is something™~* " _See S a_n on overseas
which is urgently required listing of Indian st artups

SJIME steement camea gafter the BJP hailed  gjMm has expressed concerns about the increas-
theUnion Budget with a televised address of Prim@ trend among startups to register abroad, saying at
Minister Narendra Modi callingthe exercise as qggst 29 Indian staps and entities like Flipkart have
which will give wings to the ambition of the youllagistered abroad. This according to them leads to

and targetsproviding basic necessities to the poor;gad of revenue for the Indian government and there-
the midlle éassThe Prime Minister also saidth@  ¢,re 1 direct overseas listing should be allowed.

Budget will create new opportunities for jobs and The Swadeshi Jagran Manch has focused on

growth. nzlall businesses in its pre-budget recommendations,

S
While the SIM welcomed the announcemenE - ; :
. S ing government to bring back the policy of re-
the issue of Central Bank Digital Currency (CBD wing cerain commoditiesof manifacturing y

it made an unequivocal pitch for the ban on D=l scale industriesvonl
tocureng. X

“Though the budget 2022-23 has provided for They have also said weighted deductions or in-

taxing the income from the virtual digital assets at fotives tci small |nq%strlesdmust I?To prpwded o Eelﬁd
rate of 30 per cent and taxing gift of virtual digif fgm create more Jobs a:ln small businesses shou
asset at the hands of recipients, Swadeshi Jagdfi/faulty support as well.

Mand firmly beliees thalooking athe dangrs to-  >9M has said the government must look at pro-
national securitghe menace ahone laundering and viding special incentives other than PLI scheme for
other related jeopardies emanating from the tran§4teouraging manufacturing of goods which are heavily
tions in cryptos, ban on private crypto currenciedfgorted. They have said that government can in-
the ony solutiorf, SIM said crease scope for MNREGA to allow hiring by small

The SIM media starent issued under the headscale industries afamers to encolage job cedion.

https://www.cnbctv18.com/videos/economy/budget-2022-swadeshi-jagran-manch-seeks-ban-on-overseas-listing-of

er ‘Union Budget: 2022-23- Good for Growth, but indian-startups-12192002.htm
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SJIM asks FSSAI to withdraw Ministry of Environment only allowed you to regu-
. late the safety of foodstuffs, not living modified or-
draft regulatlons on GM foods ganisms and live GMOs, under Rule 11 of the 1989

Rules for Regulating GMOs under the Environment
ProtectionAct of 1989. the SIJM noted.

“You (FSSAI) do not ke the paver or au-
thority to deal with exports and imports of GMOs
which under Rule 7 continue to be under the jurisdic-
tion of the GEAC (Genetic Engineerirgppraisal
Committee)You ae an authority under the Minystr
of Health whose mandate is to protect the health of
the Indian peopJeit contended.

The FSSAI should understand that biosafety reg-

Swadeshi Jagran Manch on Saturday askedikgons are designed to protect the environment and
FSSAI to withdraw its draft regulations on geneticaliyblic health, it added.
modified foods, describing the food safety regula- The SJM said that the proposed regulations are
tor’s pioposals as‘prescriptiofi for a pulic health “completely weak and irresponsible” and asked the
disaster and ‘Fecipe’ for increasing the risks of FSSAI why does it not act against “illegal GM foods”

COVID-19 infections amid the pandemic being sold, without any regulatory clearance, instead
Raising objections to the draft regulations in’proposing to allow GMOs in India”.
comnunicdion to the Bod Sadty and StanddsAu- “It is well established that processed and ultra-pro-

thority of India (FSSAI), the RSS body also slamnsegsed foods are the root cause of noncommunicable
the regulator for “overstepping” its jurisdiction and caliégioric disease epidemic. By promoting GMO indus-
the proposed regulations “irresponsible”, saying tiigy food, FSSAI is causing a déubam to pulic

will only deregulate genetically engineered food ité€alth, first by allowing GMOs in our food, and also
in the country if brought into effect. promoting industrial pcessing the SIMltaiged.

“The FSSA$ daft is designed toeste makets SJIM said that while people across the world pre-
for the global GMO (Genetically Modified Orgarfer non-GM food items, people in India and the state
isms) and processed food industry at the cost of ga¥emments do not ant GM bods Pullic health is
public healthpur swereignty and sefy FSSAI can- a state government subject as per Indian Constitution,it
not be allowed to rob us of our health and fregaid and asked, "How can FSSAI can ignore public

dom; (SJM) said. choiceghealth implidéons and enronmental hazds”

“We demand thiahe FSSAI withdw this daft “We ae in the midst of pandemidt is nov
notification and safeguard public health and enviré@c@nised thamorbidity due to C@ID-19 is due
ment’ SJM aded. to presence of commodity factors such as diabetes,

The food safety regulator had in November |&&ncer, hypertension which are related to ‘toxics’ in
year sought public comments on the draft regulatf®#f food and ppcessecbiod. Your iresponsite diaft
on manufacture, storage, distribution, sale and impg@ulation is thus a recipe for increasing the risks of
of any food or food ingredient derived from gende:OVID-19. You are pescribing a plic health di-
ically modified organisms (GMOSs). sastef' it adled. _ o _
”You ae O/erstmplng pur]unsdlctlon bdraft_ https://www.freepressjournal.in/business/swadeshi-jagran-manch-asks-fssai-to-withdraw-draft-regulations-on-gm-food:
ing regulations for GMO which are in fact a deregiyyoid Chinese Investment, SIJM
lation,” the SIM said submitting its comments with : :
the FSSAI on the pposed Bod Safty and Stan- Tells India Inc Using Paytm
dads (GeneticallModifed or Engineed Foods) Buyout Plan as Example
Regulations, 2021. Swadeshi Jagran Manch (SJM) has asked Indian
The SIM underlined that the Environment Midustries to shun Chinese investment as it may not
istry is the nodal bgdfor reguldion of biosaéty find favour with the Modi gvemments poliy re-
“The notification of August 23, 2007 of thgarding China amid the border stand-off.
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‘We Have to Have a Similar
Mindset’: PM Modi

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi talked
about ciyptocureng & theWorld Economic Brums
virtual Davos Agenda cordrence Monda

“The challenges we have been facing are also
increasingTo counter theséher is a neeaf collec-
tive and syrigonized action § every county, every
global @eng. These suppldain disuptions infla-

SJIM said Indmtrade with China willogdovn tion, and climate change are examples of these. An-
further as the government looks to plan more restather @&ample is giptocureng,” Prime Minister Modi
tions on Chinese imports and encourage domesta, elaborating:
production. The kind oftednolagy thd is associad with

While SJM has always bagainst Chinese im-it, the decisions taken by a single country will be in-
ports and imestment in the countrthe ecent cau- suficient to deal with ithallengs We hae to hae
tion issued by SIM was prompted after the Insuraac@milar mindset.

Reguldory Developmen®uthority of India (IRDAI)
rejected issuiniicence to Paytm for buying out an
insuance compan This was done asaptm had
Chinese investment, SIJM said.

“It is writing on the wall. Chinese investment is
hamful for the county and alsodfr them.If Paytm
has been denied a licence to venture into the insurance
sector then one can foresee the future of companies
having Chinese westment, said SIM.

Earlier, the commerce and industry minister Piy- o ] ] ) o )
ush Goyal maintained that trade deficit with China 1S is not the first time Prime Minister Modi
has come down from $48 billion in 2014-15 to $Q§s called on countries to coIIab_orate on cryp_tocur-
in 2021. He also said there has not been any extr&olY: In Decembe_r lasteqy he_ said tethe summit
dinary increase in trade with China. hosted i US President de Biden thiacryptocur

The caution assumes significance as the SJ Y should be used to envpel demoagy. In .
: . o ovember, he urged countries to collaborate on bit-
been batting for promotion of the Indian IndUStrE,(oi and cryptocurrency to ensure that they do not fall
and Swadeshi for making the country self-reliant a c? yP y y

| .. " 0 & ¢ into the wong hands
aso giing Sugestions 1o &rous gvemment gen- The Indian government has been working on a
cies in érmulaing policies

_ ) _ regulatory framework for cryptocurrency for quite
SJM said he believes Paytm case will be arbS%ie time. A bill titled “The Cryptocurrency and

ample for Indian startups that they should rely on giaqjjation of Official Digital Currency” was listed

vestment fom Indian companies _ to be considered in the winter session of parliament
“Through IPOs mong can beaisedIndias it it was not takn up The gpvemment is
growth stoy should be written orylindian fundsdow 0w reworking the bill. Modi will reportedly take
can a country grow on foreign funds? | would urgg fnal decision on Indéacyptocurency reguldion.
stat-ups to not g for Chinese restments said SIM. The Reseve Bank ofindia (RBI) howe\er, has
Eatier tog the SIM had calledrfboycott of called on the Indian government to completely ban
Chinese mducts and companiés2017jt had writ-  cryptocureng. In its recent meeting athe cental
ten to PM Modi against awarding government c@vard of directors, the central bank said that a partial
tracts to tw Chineseifms ban will not work. The RBI has repeatedly warned

https://www.news18.com/news/india/avoid-chinese-investment-swadeshi-jagran-manch-tells-ind,

buyoutpian-as-oxample_ssz0ss0 O UL THE TiSKS gpptocureng poses to the couns
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financial system. The Swadeshi Jagran Manch has also
urged the Indian@emment to ban giptocureng,.
The Indian crypto industry is currently seeking
clarity regarding taxation in the Union Budget 2022-
23. The efforts came after the Directorate General
of GST Intelligence (DGGI) raided major crypto
exchanges and found massive tax evasion.
Meanwhile, neighboring country Pakistan is also
working on its regulatory framework on cryptocuryptocurrencies’ rapid growth and that they carried
reng. The countys cental bankthe Stee Bank of characteristics of a financial pyramid, warning that
Pakistan (SBP), has recently recommended a compififsles in the méet could 6rm, thredening fnan-

ban on cyptocureng. cial sthility and citiens
https://news.bitcoin.com/indias-prime-minister-modi-global-collaboration-crypto-similar-mi t/ . . . . .
’ ’ ’ ’ "fhe bank proposed preventing financial institu-
Russia mulls ban on tions from carrying out any operations with cryptocur-

cryptocurrency use and mining rencies and sa_ld met_:hanlsms shpuld be deyeloped to
. block transactions aimed at buying or selling cryp-

Russian cerall bank has proposed a ban on crygscurrenciesdr fiat, or traditional curenciesThe po-

tocurreng/ use and mining oruBsian teitory. The  posed ban ifedes oypto exchangs

bank has cited threats posed by cryptocurrency to fi- Ryssians are active cryptocurrency users, the cen-

nancial stality, citizns’wellbeing and its monefar tra| bank said, with an annual transaction volume of

policy svereigntyRussia haf yeas,aigued gainst  gpout $5 billion.

cryptocurrencies claiming that they could be used t0 Governments across the world are cracking down

fund terorism or br mong launderingRussiaeen-  on cryptocurrencies due to worry that privately oper-

tually gave cryptocurrencies legal status in 20204 highy olatile digital curencies could undeine

banned their use as means of payment. their contol of financial and nmetay systems qq
In a mort puulshed OnThurqu[, the Cenml https://www.wionews.com/business-economy/russia-mulls-ban-on-cryptocurrency-use-and-mining-446224

bank said spectil®e demand primayildetemined

[Conitnued from page no. 30] sumption linked to the Internet of-
The Menace Of Internet ten comes from the bad use of
mer equipment. Most of the consumers

leave their internet box turned on

We consume (ty and dis- designers build their webpageduring the night, which consumes

card) huge numbers of differenwith automatic launching videognegy for nothing Mary consum-

tech devices every year so that wiat increase the weight of the da®r's also continue to use 4G at home

can be connected to the Interneto be loadedybuses It is also the instead of their wifi, but browsing

and the greenest gesture we can matse with majorely plaforms ~ wifi consumes uth less engy than
into practice to reduce our digital 4. Be reasonable with thebrowsing the mobile network.

footprint is certainly to limit this “cloud” and online storage. 6. Mange Your Emails Bet-

consumption. In the same way as streamter (Without Necessarily Deleting
3. Avoid OwerConsuming ing, online storage solutions like th€hem)

Video Steaming cloud cause a lot oenegy a Sendfeweremailsand limitthe

Streaming is now one of theconsumption. Each photo or data number of recipients;
biggest consumerof enegy re- you stoe online rast be pena- q Write emails in te formet reth-

garding our Internet usage. Theenty preseved on a seer tha er than HTML.

transfer of real-time data for vidneeds to be powered. g Unsubscribe from the newslet-
eos, often viewed in high defini- 5. Learn how to use your ters youre no longr reading;
tion quality genertes quite high equipment better We need to contain menace
enegy consumptionThe website A lamge pat of enegy con- of internet pollution. qq
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Five academic educational institutions will be de-

U n |On BUdget 2022—23 clared centres of excellence and receive an endow-

ment fund of Rs 250 crore each
HI h II ht S * Proposes to set up 75 digital banking centres in 75
g g districts ly commerial banksin 2022,100% of
1.5 lakh post offices will come on core banking

system to facilitate financial inclusion
* Corporate surcharge to be reduced from 12%*toFM says border villages with sparse population

7% and limited infrastructure to be covered under vi-
* No change in personal income tax slabs brant villages programme. Housing, tourist cen-
* Spectrum auction to be conducted for 5G rollout tre, DTH etc to be provided

within 2022-23 * 80 lakh affordable houses by 2023
* GST collections for January 2022 highest ever a@ lakh angadwadis will be updated

Rs 1,40,000 crore * National Mental Health programme will be

* Both Centre and States govt employees' tax detaunched to address mental health issues, caused
duction limit to be increased from 10% to 14% to by the pandemic. 23 mental health institutions will
help the social security benefits of state govt em-be initided. For mental health counsellimgNa-
ployees and bring them at par with the CentraltionalTele Mental Health &gram will be lautmed.
govt employees * Children, especially in government schools have

* Long-tem caital @uins on equitiesmaed &15% lost 2 yas of educton. For this one tassone

* Additional allocation of Rs 19,500 crore for solar TV channel will be expanded from 12 to 200 TV
modules under PLI scheme channels

*  For taxdion of ary virtual digital assetn income * Support will be provided for branding millet
tax will be levied at 30% at the time of transfer of products nationally and internationally
sud assetswith no elaxéions A TDS of 1% * Digitisdion of land ecods a prioritywill use
will be levied for transactions above a certainKisan drones for land records
threshold. No deductions and exemptions allow&d.Growth trajectory of 9.2 percent on track
Loss from transfer of such assets cannot be sePM Gati Shakti is driven by 7 engines: roads, rail-
off against any other income ways aiports, ports, mass #nspot, waernays

* Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Schemelogistics infra. All 7 engines will pull forward the
(ECLGS) scheme has been extended till MarchEconomy in unison
2023, with an expanded guarantee cover of Rs ;s 20k crore to boost transport infra

lakh crore. * Chemical-ie n&ural famming will be psmoted
* Data cente, enegy stoage system to bewgin across India
infrastructure status * 60 lakh jobs will be created in the next 5 years
* Govt proposes digital rupee using blockchain stért-Public issue of LIC expected shortly
ing 2022 *  Priorities of the Budget include big public invest-

* Special Economic Zones Act will be replaced with ment for modern infra, which will raise produc-
new legislation for the development of enterprise tivity
and hubslt will cover the &isting industrial en- * National Railways Programme will be taken up
claves and enhance the competitiveness of exporten PPP mode400 ne/ Vande Bhat trains in 3

* Govt will promote a shift to public transit usage years
through special zones with zero tolerance for ndn-In hilly aeasto impiove connectity, corvienence

pubic transit and encoaige EVs ony opegtions and boost tourism, 8 projects for length of 60
Battery swapping policy will be brought out along kms in PPP mode
with interopebility standats * This Budget hopes to lay the foundation for Am-

* E-passports with embedded chips will be issuedrit Kal from India at 75 to India at 100
by 2023. These e-passports with futuristic te¢h-High quality e-content through digital teachers, ra-
nology will enhance thegeriencedr citizns dio, intemet,television qq
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