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(E Letters
Atmanirbharta in Defence

Recenvents in Eope and subsequengespkaced aisda b
US led NATO countries makes the case of self reliance
India ¥en merugent. India is a fastgemgyewrld pcev and this al

Quote-Unquote
.

N |

SO .
We have an exceptional

upsets thereat wrld posvs Theefog an unsaid dht oftrying to
choke India’s ascent at the world stage becomes even mo

As per Stdwlm Inteationaldace Resbamstitute (SIPRI),
of dobal 2+ trillion dollar myitakpendieutndia stood at 3rd f
tion with 77 billion dollar spend in 2021. Even though for
taty budget,Indiaveated 68% afapital acquisitiomfdomestimgir
its shar in lgbal imporemains yehigh at 11%. Though atmani
ta push has reduced the imports by 21% through 2016-21,
be done. India’s defence exports have jumped from 213
1.5billion$ in 2019 but the export restrictions and over ¢
pulic sector haptkthe expsrver low andmndence on is\per
high.

DRDO has managed to develop many local products fo
foces (Adnced Lighbfpedo @AL), Radarscomposite materia
LCA, AEW&C, Astra, ICA Tejas; ASATBrahMedNag missil
SAAW, Arjun MBT)but futunars will be reaound dnesgyber-
space, artificial intelligence, state of the art reconnaissanc
or gber security and moeapogr Fast tr&ing ofsetting up etefe
manufacturingiidorsheay investment yaterisector and ajspr

tionate investment enadeteah is @wently needed to equipence def

forces with the latest and the best.
A robust defence procurement policy with indigenized
abilities boosted by cutting edge research and developmer

ipation of private sector is the need of the hour.
— Naresh Shamais a Sadeshi &tior based in Btotm
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EDITORIAL

Sri Lankan Crisis and India

Sri Lanka has beeaigg though ery serious economicgilems ér some time na. Sri Lankan@vemment is
seeminly duelesslaout hav to deal with this crisishich is beliged to beifst of its kind br the county. Ther is no
consensus in the government about how to deal with this situation.

Sri Lanka had come out of a very painful civil war in the past, which continued for 26 years and ended only in 2009. But
despite the severity of the civil war at that time, Sri Lanka did not experience any big economic crisis. The rampant inflation
in food and fuel in Sri Lanka, after January this year followed by acute shortage of goods is making life hell for the people of
SriLanka.

Sri Lanka's per capita income in the year 2020 on the basis of market exchange rate was recorded at $4053 annually a
on the basis gburchasing pwer parityit was $12537 anally, which was moe than doule of tha of India.If we talk
about human development, according to the Human Development Report of the United Nations (2020), Sri Lanka ranked
at 72nd position in the world, whereas India was at 131st position.

Sri Lanka's credit rating has been significantly lowered by international agencies, pushing Sri Lanka out of the interna-
tional capital market. As a result, Sri Lanka could not reschedule its foreign borrowings. The devaluation of Sri Lanka's
currency started due to the paucity of foreign exchange, and when Sri Lanka tried to curb imports, it led to shortage of
commodities, especially fuel and food, causing hyperinflation. The Sri Lankan government believed that by curbing imports,
foreign exchange would be saved and domestic production would be encouraged, which would also increase exports. Bu
this could not hgpen and theoreign echang reseves lept depleting futher The Sri Lankanoyemment had to sell its
gold reseves and enter into aengy svgp egreements with India and China tevent aty defult in epayment of
international debt.

Behind Sri Lanka's crisis is China's dligggrof debt trap.Not only Sri Lankaqut mary mose countries othe vorld
have been Bpped ly ChinaStowy stats with Sri Lanka aquing China pioposal ér development ofHambantota pay
without ary feasibility studBetween 2007 and 2012hina g@\e five loans amounting to $1.26 billionthe deelopment
of this port, in the beginning at 1 per cent or 2 per cent, but later escalated to 6.3 per cent with short repayment periods. After
that China invested $1.4 billion in Columbo port city project. Billions of dollars in loans have been given to Sri Lanka by
China,for developing a s@art, aiport, highvays and paer stéions By 2020Sri Lanka' total liility to China had
increased tomut $ 8 billion (202Mut these mjects a far from eaning adequa reverues ér debt sewicing even todg.

Sri Lanka suddenly decided to move towards completely organic farming, in a very irresponsible manner and chemical
fertilizers were banned. Due to the ban on the import of chemical fertilizers, agricultural production was affected badly and
the prices ofgricultural commodities stad inceasing wilgll Due to this thexgort of tea alsoaf afected signitanty,.

Although there is no harm in organic farming, but doing the same in an unmindful manner is no good.

While government revenues were already declining, the Sri Lankan government's reckless reduction in direct and
indirect taxes made matters even worse. Due to compulsion to increase government spending, the budget deficit widened
leading to ingteble incease in moryesuppy, and theefore infiation.

Sri Lanka has been importing a lot of essential goods for consumption; and when imports were banned, naturally
there was a shortage of food and fuel. Sri Lanka's exporting industries were also affected due to non-availability of importec
rav mderials and essential imedides Due to which Sri Lanka'sxports deceased sigmifanty. China has jprvided
billions ofdollas in loans to Sri Lankarfdeseloping a s@art, aiport, highvays and paer stéions While the countrs
debt liability to China has increased to about $ 8 billion (2020), these projects have yet to yield adequate revenues for del
sewicing

Signifcanty, Sri Lanka is home to agarumber of Tamil peoplenvho migaed fom Tamil Nadu centuriega.ln
view of the deteriating situéion in Sri Lankaa lage rumber of Tamil efugees ag reabing theTamil Nadu coast.

Naturally, humanitarian help to them will be the prioritthefGaemment ofIindia and Sta govemment of Tamil Nadu.

Apart from this, the government has given a credit line of $ 1 billion to Sri Lanka and has also given assistance of $ 500
million to buy essential petroleum products. Apart from this, the Sri Lankan government has sought additional assistance
of $ 1.5 billion from the Indian government.

At the global level, the international organizations will have to come united and respond to this ill-fated effort of
China. In addition, the Government of India may provide humanitarian and commercial assistance to Sri Lanka, and help
them with an action plan for Sri Lanka's sustainable development. For this, the revival of Sri Lanka's agriculture, apart from
rescheduling of debt and repayment of the sovereign debt; help in ending instability caused by the lack of raw materials ir
industriesensue aailaility of essential commodities the common peoplae some other contaiof Indias help to
Sri Lanka. These endeavours can help India earning goodwill of Sri Lankan people; trapped in the clutches of China, and tak
it on the pth of development oncegain. Today, when China's illafed stetegy has been fylixposedthis is an impaant
opportunity to defeat its lll designs to disturb peace in Indian Ocean and remove its shadow from the region.
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Attempt to Defame India

A report published in the N& York Times (NYT) on
April 16,2022 ,quoted theMorld Health Oganizaion
(WHO) as sang thalndia is hindering tha&brld Health
Organizaion's efort to accuately assess the desdue
to COVID infection.On the basis ofha report, op-

e —— position leader Rahul Gandhi has said that whereas 40

World Health
Organization

World Health
Organisation i
trying to defam

India by
questioning th
statistics of COVI
related deaths. T
Government
India should give
befitting reply to

these attemptg.

Dr. Ashwani
Mahajan

lakh deths hae occured in the counyrdue to CO-
ID, only 5 lakh dehs hae beenaported ty the @v-
ernment.

The Government of India has registered a strong
objection to this report. Government of India has said
in a press release, that, while NYT has not been able to get data for other coun-
tries it's selectely quoting d@ for India on behalbf WHO. It seems thahe
‘cooked’ data of the WHO is being used mischievously with the intention of
defaming India.

Today, while the wole vorld is g@preciding Indias \vaccindon program,
with more than 90 percent of eligible population already vaccinated, it seems that
the WHO officials a& delibeately trying to undemine India outstanding per
formance and hevement ly questioning theogemments pulblished fgures of
dedhs due to CWID in India.

WHO is e-estimting the deth toll due to COID in the whole vorld, and
has concluded that actually many more deaths have occurred during pandemic, as
compared to what various governments have declared. However, the major cause
of concen is tha WHO, while gving estimis of0.9 millionsxdra deths over
and above earlier figures, of 0.6 millions; more than one third of the difference
between the two estimates is being reported from India. It is worth noting that
the NYT quoted the WHO as saying that while it was being reported by all
countries that some 60 lakh people died due to Covid, in reality this figure is 150
lakh. This figure is more than twice, what has been reported by different coun-
tries But out ofthe 90 lakh alitional deths tha are beingeported,35 lakh &
said to be from India. That is, the WHO is trying to say that 40 lakh people died
due to CID in India instead 06.2 lakhs déared ty the gvemment.

WHO is being quoted as saying that this figure of deaths is not only of direct
dedhs fom COVID, but it also inludes the délas of those wo were sufering
from other ilinesses and who died during the period as they couldn’t get medical
aid due to the l&down during C®'ID. Howe\er, the big diference in the
figures comes @m direct deths due to C®ID only.

Concerns have been raised by the Government of India over this act of the
WHO. The Garemment ofIndia has issued aegs elease gang thatheWorld
Health Organization has adopted double standards to estimate the figures of
dedhs For ‘Tier1 ndions’,under viich souces saaout 80-90 countries V&
been counted, WHO has accepted official estimates as authentic; for other types
of countries (Tier-2 countries), which include India, a mathematical modeling
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process has been adopted. Thmntroversies due to its mis-actionseves pedetemined contril-
government has said that no justduring the pandemic itself. tions from countries around the
fication has been given for divid- At first instance, there was avorld, as well as many types of
ing the countries into different catlack of honesty on the part ofvoluntay contrilutions Major con-
egories The govemment has fur  World Health Oganizaion in the tributions to the voluntary funding
ther said that if the mathematicadssessment of the cause of infeof the WHO come from the Bill
model that has been adopted faiion. Signifcanty, on &rualy 14, Melenda Gas unddion, other
the second type of countries, i2020theWorld Health Oganiza- so-called philanthropy organiza-
needs to be authenticated by apion said in a tweet that there is ntdons, and the United States, Chi-
plying the same model to the Tierevidence of human-to-humama, and many other developed
1 countries as well, which thdransnission of this infection. How- countries Various oganizéions
World Health Oganizdion has ever, this infection was spreadingpduding Gées Bundaion, have
failed to doThe govemment has since September 2019. This twegtfluence over the functioning of
said that it has written six letters tby WHO misled countries aroundheWorld Health Oganizaion.
theWorld Health Oganizéion and the world that it will not spread It is worth noting that when
lodged its objection regarding thifom humans to humamsl coun- India was moving fast towards
process five times in virtual meetties continued with their interna-manufacturing a vaccine on its own,
ings, to which the WHO did nottional passergflights Due to this the top oficials of the World
give ary sdisfactorly ansver. “They  negligence on the peof WHO, this  Health Organization were dismiss-
have looked at numbers from 1&irus of Wuhan,China became the ingour efforts as ‘vaccine national-
states to arrive at the figure. Thegause of great devastation all ovesm’ saying that it will delay the de-
have not revealed the sources tiie world. After a long time, testvelopment of vaccine and therefore
the data used to compute the finahg was started at international aielimination of infection. Not only
estimée. We do not gen knav ports, and a process of quarantirthis, Bill Gates was heard saying that

which stdes these ai” a ggvem- was also adopted. he is not in favor of sharing the
ment source has said. Not only this the World vaccine drmula to countries Ik

, Health Organization also tried tdndia, because it will affect the qual-
WHO’s Mess

hide that the infection originatedty of the vaccine. Under pressure
from China Wuhan Laoratory, from ‘Gavi’, an affiliate of the Gates
) ) _ Gnd against a strong opinion arounéoundaion, the World Health Of
auspices Of_ the United Na“P”S tha}tne world, WHO kept arguing thatganization was also pressuring In-
is responsible for protecting th; o iqinated from the animal mardia to make a binding commitment
health of the people all over thget of china. Most of the expertso buy the vaccine being made by
world. It is expected omWHO,  5:45nd the world rejected thidarge multinational companies, un-
thatin case of health disaster in agyim of the World Health Oga-  der Coax fcility
part of the world, it should takepjzion. It's stondy beliged tha Today, when India is not oyl
app_roprlate steps itself, and alsQir. Tedios became Déctor Gen- successful in manufacturing vac-
advise the governments for th@l,WHO, of this oganizéionony  cines and has vaccinated almost its
gopropricte meas\@s through the support of China. Inentire population, is dealing with
Perhaps citing thigtheWorld  sych a situation, the head of thpandemic much better than most
Health Organization argues that th@yorld Health Oganiz#éion could of the other countries of the
correct assessment of deaths dufiot afford to displease China. ~ world, becoming almost self-reli-
ing CO/ID will help in making the Realizing this mess of theant in medicines and equipments,
right policies in the context of suctworld Health Oganizdion, the World Health Oganiséion is tiy-
pandemics in the future. Althoughhen US Resident Donaldrump ing to defame India by question-
there is no fault in this argumentgdecided to stop the contributioning the stistics of COVID reld-
theWorld Health Oganizéion has of $ 0.4 billion being given byed deths The Goremment of
actually lost trust of the world,America to this organization. It idndia should give a befitting reply
because the same beerethivith worth noting that the WHO re- to these iiempts qq
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Edible Oills:

Growing Foreign Dependence

and High Disease Burden

Processing an
heating of pal
oil causes glycid
fatty acid ester
(GEs.) to form
When digesteq,
these GEs l@ak
down and eleas
glycidol, know
for its
carcinogeni
effects in animalg
The same may e
suspected i
humans. aking
palm oil alon
with medication
that also slo
blood clottin
might incease th
risk of bruisin
and bleeding
Prof. Bhagwati
Prakash Sharm

he policy shift introduced in the1990s, paving way for blending of edible oils
with imported palmolein and other cheap oils, along with import facilitation
of non-conventional oils has turned India from an erstwhile edible oil exporter
to an impor dgpendent counyr with a high diseasartbien.Consequent]the
traditional domestic oils like mustard, sesame and groundnut oils have largely
been eplaced § palm oil and sthean oil to the tune af5%in last 3 decades
Now these non-conventional oils have been believed to be leading to increased
disease burden, comprising coronary heart disease cancer, thrombosis, certain
ailments of brain and so on.
Sq further incentiizing “oil-palm”cultvaion and pomotion of palm oil
aaqinst the @ditional oils wuld futher agravee and jeopdize the health pr
file as wll as lead to ftirer economic cemtiizdéion in the edile oils sector
Indeed, decentralized production in the edible oils sector, by promoting tradi-
tional oils and oil seed cultivation can generate manifold more jobs, with more
indusive economic rgwth. Wider paticipdion of the people inaiming and
non-faming jobs in the edib oils sector is poskkthiough comentional oil
seeds, as it would promote oil expellers across the villages, instead of large sol-
vent and gtraction plants

Edible Oils, Health Profile and Disease Burden

Edible oils a& not mee cooking mediaf food itemsBut, they ae ley
souces of nutrients necessgrfor proper functioning ofheat, brain, body,
musdes and newous system along with the endocrivr@mment.Beyond this
they can as well be a very rich source of micronutrients and bioactive substances
sud as alkaloigsaontenoidsand poyphonesSincethe edibe oils a& one of
the main components of our diet, especially in India, it is important to compare
the rutritional and biolgical effiects ofdifferent oils Therre is a wideariety of
edible oils in the market and most common among these vegetable oils today
include palm oil, soybean oil, groundnut oil, mustard oil, cottonseed oil, sesame




Discussion

oil, sunflower oil, corn oil, andchanges in the brains of mice. R&lunders, now we have turned into
coconut oil etc. Each of these oilsearchers in 2015 examined thhe bigiest impoters of edibe oils
has different composition, charagpotential contribution of soyabearin the world. India imports around
teristics and physiological actiorto cause obesity and diabetes aB&-70% of edible oils, worth more
Oils play an important role in thereconfrmed it. Soybean oil has than US $ 12 billion (Rs 90,000
nutrition, causation of diseaseshown impact on the brain espeerore).This constitutes more than
immunity patterns and treatmentially changes in the hypothalamu85% of our annual edible oil re-
mang@ement ofdisease&enetic a brain region ssociated with guirement of23 million tones
expression is also found to be alhumber of functions like body The ethnic cuisine, traditional
fected by the fats found in oils conweight, metabolism, body temperayurvedic wisdom and the coneer
stituting the diet. ature, reprduction and stress re-for health, had led to the prefer-
. . sponse. ence for mustard oil in north and
Palmlgil Illr:\ 'C\)/:?J?Sr HrﬁglgheH?rzoarrrt]j the The rese_archers al_so conclgce-gst India, coconut oil in south In_-
fleshy part of the palm fruit, andecI that cer_taln genes in Fhe mlc_@a, ground_nut or cottonseed_ 0."
it contains 52 percent saturated fa&hat wgre given soypean c.)'l v_vererﬂﬁ yvest India, and sesame O”- n
ty acids Saurated &ty acids of operting popely, identifying Rajasthan. Se_same oil is described
palmolein are hazardous to cardic?—bom 100 of them. They noticedo slow the aging process and pro-
vascular health, Besides, oxidiz&f'€ Particular gene that producedote al-round health of the con-
palm oil presents even greatdP*ytocin, also known as the lovéumes.In 1973-74he healttra-
hormone and essentiadif paent ~ ditional oils like groundnut, mus-
during processing for culinary us€hild bonding seemed to be imtar(cji, sEsam(_a andocot';]onse_ed 0|Ils
generating toxins that adverseR@ired in mice who ate soybean oftad athumping 96% share in tota
affect the heart, liver, kidneys anfmong those mices, oxytocin leyeonsumption of edlbleoons which
lungs Raw, unpiocessed palm oil €IS vere laver than nomal.When has come don to 25% todgp
isn't associated with these effectte researchers tested coconut gifaditionay the oil indusr vas
when fresh. However studies linn the mice, they found it didn'thighly decentralized, wherein, in
a boost in atherosclerosis develo;@rOduce as many gene ChangeS%OSt qf the pIO.CkS’ town_s and
ment in as little as six months whilthe hypothalamus as the Soybet’%{en villages indigenous oil expel-

health risksThe «idizdion occus

. . P ers and expelling clusters were
kob oil did. ) !
rehe'a\i/lr:)greps\llrgrogg)r;%% e(rjjesi widely spread. The oil seeds were
9 From Exporter Status Bhar- traditionally extracted by cold

from palrrr:olelltr; is also ergergln%t has become Import De- pressing and then this oil was fil-
as major health concern. rOcefjﬁendent tered. This tetinolagy suited to
ing and heating of palm oil caus

. . s Traditional}, India has been small scale processing, leading to
glidyl fatty ac_:|d ester(GEs) to an exporter of edible oils beforgerpetual employment for gener-
form. When digstedthese GE.S Independence and had remaineations in oil cultivation, expelling
break dovv_n and release_: glycidq elf-sufficient in edible oils up toand tadingIt also encowged lo-
!movvp for its carcinogenic effect§994. Several post-Independen@alized procurement. Thus, it was
N ammgIsThe same myabe sus- policy changes, including imporan ecologically more sustainable
pected N humarﬁak_lng palm oil facilitation since early 1970s hasystem to avoid long distance trans-
along with medmanqns t_hat aIS?urned the country import depen-port, involving pollution.
SIOW.b|OOd clc_)tfung might INCreaASGent with elevated disease burden It was since 1976 that the
the risk ofbruising andleeding dued to policy bias in favor ofgovernment banned the use of
Soybean Oil and Genetic palmolein and gbean oildnspite ground nut oil and mustard oil for
Degeneration in Brain of policy shifts in favor of import making vanspati to help vanspati

In a new study at the Univer-of edible oils, of 1970s and 80mdustry to turn more profitable by
sity of California (UC) Riverside0ils, India regained its self-sufficienise of imported cheap palmolein
researchers reported a link besy in the early 90s from 1991-94vhich was never used in food till
tween soybean oil and genetiBut, as a result of several policthen in the country help palmolein
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exporters as well. The palmoleiGCMMF worked together andfound to be adulterated with Arge-
become the main stay of the vansaunchd several varieties of fil-mone Maicana (Meican Bppy)

pati industry for enhanced profitered and refined mustard oil, coteil. This caused spread of deadly
teering at the cost of human healthhonseed @i and double filtered dropsy disease across the north In-
It rendered oil seed cultivation lesgroundnut oil etc. The well estabdia. The government then banned
remunerative due to dumping ofished Amul distribution networkthe open sale of edible oils and
chea palm 0il.Sq the whole eco- facilitated marketing of domesti¢mported huge quantity of pal-
system was dismantled. It had @il. Sqg by 1991-92Dhama atained molein and other oilk led to the
detrimental effect on the growthsales of 1, 32000 M T pa, whicklosure of hundreds of thousands
of domestic decentralized edibleyas around 50% of the organize@f oil expellers and wiped out in-
oils sector, affecting cultivation andector digenous edible oil clusters and dis-
local expelling a losing proposition  The area under oilseeds cultcouraged oil seeds cultivation. Con-
for famers as wll as domestic vation which has stagnated besequenyl today India has to im-
MSMESs operating in edible oilgyween 15-18 million hectares bgrort 65-70% of its edible oil re-

sectorlts production stgnded &  tween1970-85, increased to 25 mfuirements
around 10 billion tonnes of oil-jion hectares by 1991 and the Oi{p/av Ahead
seeds between 1970 to 1986, whidged production which had stuck yThe vav ahead
. . W y ahead to curb the

the growing population had const around 10 million tonnes beisease burden, being caused from
sideabl pushed the demand. Ubtween (1970-85) had went up t@giple oils and to promote oil seed
But, the government passed o#g million tonnes in 1991. Indiacyitivation and growth of decen-
these benefits to foreign exportergnce again begun to produce 98%alized edible oils sector for more
of cheap cheap palmolein for unyf jts edible oil requirement byjob creation with participatory eco-
known reasonsThus a vicious¥- - 1990.91. The oilseed growers alsmic growth, the conventional
cle was put in place to eliminatgeqyn to revive and thrive. The peand healthy oils like sesame, mus-
oil seeds domestic cultivators, dejog petween 1990-94 was beetard and ground nut oils should be
centralized expellers and small tragh, the |ndian oil seeds growerpromoted. Hence, now instead of
ers. Thousands obil industy dus- 5§ gecentralized edible oil indugromoting oil palm cultivation,
ters van_lshed in the country .'I_'hftary, as vell asfor the domestic production and consumption of
95% re!lan_ce on domestic ed'blgade in edie oils palm oil, government should pro-
oils maintained in the 1960s and g saif gy fficiency continuedmote healthy conventional oils like
1970s, fell down to 70% since 1984 1e Narsimha Rao governmengesame, mustard, groundnut etc. in
for few years which has currentl)éigneOI the greement drming & Mission mode, as it had done to
dwindled to 30-35%. WTO in 1994 and brought ediblePromote self-sticieny in pulses

Torewerse this impdrdepen- .o 4o oL (Open GeneralHigh Yielding varieties of conven-
dence, in the year 1977 the then f’li tional oil seeds with higher oil con-

nister. H M Patel in th icense) list for imports with low- :
nance minister, atel In the, .4 import duty of 65%. By 1994ent can also be planned. Cultiva-

Morarji cabinet had advised Am ?e again started importing arounf©n Of conventional oil seeds need
cooperative federation for a to be incentivized in the same way

“Operation Flood” like project fornsoo/0 of our edible oil when the d i f pul
beration ¥ Proj duty was lowered to 15%. Thi$S Was done in caseé ot pulses
edide oils via adimers coopes-

- : -through bomss price ver the MSP
tive network based on Amul mod—move obliged the foreign SuIDIOIIIt would also promote greater

el for self-reliance in edible O”éars and factiated dumping of employment generation in the de-

through NDDB for improved gﬂrga?;: 'ErtféIllnfglféfn?;je'gg;?]gﬁéispentralised oil xpelling sector
famer livelihoods ér oil seeds estic edile oils sector Whereas palm and soybean oils
growers, local producers and tracf[1 facilitate only large scale solvent
ers. The Dhaa band vas into- Conspiracy of Aulteration of  extraction plants for extraction of
duced and it brought the prices okexican Poppy Oil palmolein and sbgan oil along
domestic oil at par with cheaper ~ Soon, a conspiracy playeWith raising disease burden for
imported edite oils NDDB and ‘havoc’ when mustard oil wagnasses in the countiq
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ANALYSIS

India: Reset T erms of Engagement

t is time for India to summon courage to tread an independent path in world

affairs, notwithstanding the ermoous pessue to toe the line sggsted i
one major paer or the otherThe pesent Rssian-Ulaine var is testing our
resolve. Perhaps west did not expect the Indian response being what it is in face
of unfair Russian invasion and consequent western retaliation, including the eco-
nomic sanctionet, while the west has issued not so subtledkrto Indiano
concrete action has been taken, nor has India budged from its position. Instead,
India has admonished the west to not lecture on taking the ‘appropriate’ stance,
especiall when its avn recod has been uiky, especiall when China tried to
invade India in recent past. While India has responded the way it has partially
because of the fact that Russia is a major defence supplier and partly because
Russia is emhcing China with @i gasp let us undetand thaactualf the
foreign polig asseéion is in consonance with Madéneved esole to pesev-
ing stetegic autonom in the wrld order To be sue, even Nehu had setdr
itself the gpal of pursuing an indeendent éreign polig.

No doubt since Modiayemment came to peer eight gas ayo,India has

enthusiasticgltried to lild its ties with the.8 andWesten Europe especiall
as some owuld s§, in viev of the pesence o& hostile neighbdChinaThis vas
further céalyzed with the kst brmaion of the goup of four ndions the
Quad,where ayain India made common cause with theM#By anajsts thes-
fore contuded thaIndia has joined thé/esten camp patially to ofset the
growing might ofRussia-China mas Jishankaour foreign ministeiof couse
led by the PM, has put paid to this conclusion more than once on many plat-
forms Indias inceasing Igbal heft is primayilan outcome ofts calibated
strategic positioning in a new world order that is no longer dominated by the
west and yet it is far from being controlled by rising power China (with help
from Russia)The pavers of theWest ae waning especiallwhen the nals hae
undestood thawest (Viishington and its allies) will not imégre in the ormjng
war so long as AITO teritories emain unhaned.

=

P

Under th
dynami
leadership of P
Modi India’s
foreign policy ha
shed its diffidenc

and ambivalencd,.
Self inteest is th
sole guiding foce.
KK Srivastava
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Analysis

Yet, the fact emains thiathe either direction. The only guiding
Westen grouping is still thesalth- And now even the US  ¢5/ce should be the hawk eyed fo-
iest dobal gouping It still has a administration has cus on managing the self interest.
firm gip on world’s financialcul-  conceded to the fact that ndia has amply demonstrated this
tural, ad even z_alcader_nic institutions while India wishes to resolve through Word_s and action
plus the media. This soft powe on global theatre in wake of

helps it weave the popular narre fgrther_ cement its _ Ukraine crisidndia needs to tak
tives It seeks to &ieve its pofessed ~ relationship with US, this  care of its own interests without
aims through deployment of dip-  will not come at the being intimidated.

lomaic and coarive pavers. India needs to acquire eco-
Russia and China are findinc . ™. . . . nomic heft through domestic in-
common cause because on one ha limiting — meaningful ties dustrialisation and modernization.
Russia has been crowded out frol with Russia. It should also work in the direc-
the global high table (and many Ea——_—_—_—_——_—_————— tion of plural financial and digital
ern European countries joiningights or challenges to democratisystems that are not the monopoly
NATO), while on the other Chinainstitutions in India, particularly inof any one nation or few institu-
perceivers increasing threat frorthe bakground of Westen world's  tions It should seek a balance of
groupings lik Quad,AUKUS, less than stellar record on all theg®wer in its immediate neighbour-
ASEAN, etc Both ae pushing countsindia thus sheed its frm- hood, rather in Asia and the whole
aquinstest.While Russia is upping ness, and even defiance in face of the world. When the cold war
the military ante in its neighbourwestern coercion. India is showingnded, the post war scenario failed
hood,Chinaisleallenging thékest- to the world that it has the sole agete accommodate all sides in fair
ern economic and governance modia of growing strong without tilt-manner The ‘defeded’ power —
el. In this bakground,the West is ing in either direction-Russia or URussia — is now refusing to accept
finding it perplexing as to why India- and yet forge fruitful ties with althe US and EUdrmulaion of
is noton its side. But India is fol-those who matter to achieve thislefence security architecture hand-
lowing a policy of enlightened selfgoal. It has decided, and commuwed out to it. This is the primary
interest amid the shifting sands dfiicated this fact to the rest of theeasondr the curent crisisindia
geopolitics thiais nav pemanent- world, tha it will standifm against  should aim at connecting with Eur-
ly in flux. Indeed, this ever transierdiry kind of bullying economicgll asia. Closer home it should build a
state is helping India since on onmilitarily, or diploméically. counterforce to Chinese influence
hand it can tild its militay set up Since Nehu's times the cer by deepening ties with its own
and on the other it can sign mutuatenets oflIndias foreign polig neighbous. It should ctalyze a
ly beneficial trade deals with natiortsave always been to play a balarteneficial trade and investment sys-
of all hues to move towards being game with rival camps (mainliem at global level by flexing its
coming aite trillion econom US and erstwhile USSRby purseconomic msdes And it should
During the recent India-USing partnerships with all great powemphasize the fact that it is a mul-
2+2 dialgue Indiaifmly aticula- ers of the time (China was not sticivilization world, sans the dom-
ed the indeendence olndias for-  mighty then). And now even thanance of any one that we live in.
eign polig. Not only thd, it has US administration has concededto It is time the world comes to
convinced US (and most recentlthe fact that while India wishes tdemrm with an asséve India vinich
Boris Johnson, of the UK) to ac-{further cement its relationship withrefuses to be dictated and defined
cept New Delhis position on Bs-  US this will not cometahe - by the west. India is looking at the
sia. No doubt the Indo-US relationpense of severing-or even limitingossibility of convergence of in-
were futher stengthenedyYet, it — meaningful ties with Russia. Theerests of all players; it is refusing
did not present the foreign ministeworld is not unipolar, and in a mul{o play ball to the classic western
from dhiding theMesten world on  tipolar world order, the only senapproach; are you with us or
being hippocrite on issues like hosible realpolitic stance would be tagainst use ae committed to
tile invasions or violation of humarrefrain from tilting excessively ironly our self interestyq
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YOGA

Ayurveda and Yoga spearhead India’ s
medical diplomacy

ndias medical tourism secttagely confned to allopiic treament (baring

Kerala),receved a majorilfip with theWorld Health Oganiséon selecting
India to host theirfst and onf WHO Global Centr for Traditional Medicine
(GCTM). Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Mauritius Prime Minister Pravind
Kumar aignauth antWHO DirectorGeneal Tedios Ghéreyesuslaid the dun-
daion stone ofthe Cente in amnaar, Gujaet, on April 19,2022 Interestindy,
Mauritius has been obgi@ig Dhantesis af\yurveda Da since 2017.

Indias Traditional Medicine systemy\{iveda,Sidlha,Unani,and Swa

Rigpa of the Himalgan angs) and otheravld traditions will nv be studied
and peseved a the GCTM.lamnaar vas selected as it édighed the wrld’s
first Ayurvedic Unversity fve decadegya, and hosts the Institute deating
and Rseah in Ayurveda.The Traditional Medicine indugthas beenrgwing
exponentialf since 2015nd is cuently worth $18.1 billion arall. It is expect-
ed to touch $23 billion by 2022-23. The central budget for Ayush promotion for
2022-23 has been raised to Rs 3050 crore.

Yoga at Olympics

The intangile bendfs of Yoga hae long beenecanised aoss the spec-
trum.Yoga is nev being knicalyy studiedaNIMHANS, AIIMS, and S-VRSA,
for its therapeutic value in the treatment of non-communicable diseases such as
diabetes, cancer, hypertension, and psychological problems like depression that is
known to cause loss ajrey madter in the bain. Yoga helps in memgrloss
associged with mild cgnitve impaiment.

Breahing tebiniques taught ifoga expel bodly impurities and heal the
body in a non-iasve mannerYoaa is compible with other medicinal systems
The Intgraed Oncolgy Guidelines imed in 2014 with Eopean and US
paticipaion foundYoga helped cancertjnts to cope wittafigue nauseaand
depression.Westen doctos ae uging ecaynition of Yoga and insance ceer

age for yoga thegpies

India’s Traditional
Medicine syste
(Ayurveda
Siddha, Unani
and Sowa Rigpa ¢f
the Himalaya
ranges) and oth
world traditions
will now b
studied an
presered at th
Global Cente for
Traditional
Medicine (GCTM)
Sandhya Jain
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Yoga

India has now taken a quantiGCTM enomous scopeof Traditional
tative le@ by promotingYoga as The WHO Global Centre for Medicine systems, and vast em-
a sport to #ract children and the Traditional Medicine will beage ployment opportunities in the cre-
youth. This, combined with the pulchanger for traditional medicineation of supply chains, diagnostic
of IntemdionalYoga Dy (ine 21) which, for millions across thetools telemedicindor famesrs, it
could mak Yoga a tuly dobal world, is often the first line of treat-offers an opportunity to grow
phenomenon and eventually haveribent. It will create a database ahedicinal plants and trees; the FS-
accepted as an Olympic sport. Thisaditional knowledge systems u$Al is currently finalising regula-
requires acceptance in at least 8@y tetinology; crede intenaion- tions for exports and framing
countries; so far, 35 are on boardal standards for testing and certifguidelinesdr AyushAahar

The NdionalYogasana Sptr  cation of traditional medicines to ~ The Centre plans to launch an
Fededtion, affilisted to theWorld enhance confidence in these mediyush Visa for medical tourists
Yogasana SprFededion, belizes  cinespvolve as a ptborm for go-  seekind\yurveda teaments in the
tha makingYogasanas an @hpic  bal experts of traditional medicinesountiy, especiaflin the Himala
event would expand awareness tf share experiences; and perhapn Hill States where infrastructure
yoga and its myriad mental and physest an annual traditional medicines being developed to facilitate
ical health benief It began lging the festival. The GCTM will mobilizewellness cerdgs An Ayush Mak
foundations for this goal by conductfunding for research in traditionalill help in branding products to
ing national championships in yogmedicines and develop protocolsetify qualityThe union ministries
in 30 states; a world championshifor holistic treatment of specificof Ayustand Commere and In-
will be held later in 2022. Interestdiseases so that patients could bedstry are also setting up an Ayush
ingy, the first World Yoga Cham- efit from both traditional and Export Promotion Council.
pionship was held in 1989 in Monmodern medicine. It has been  An Ayush-pedia online por-
tevideq Urugug, so this manot tasked to ensure that indigenousl on the lines of Wikipedia has
be a very far-fetched ambition. communities benefit from theirbeen proposed, and the Charak

NYSF president Udit Shethintellectual mpety. Ashram of Kotdwar will be rec-
points to the need to train coaches  The Government of India hasreated with help from the Archae-
and judes besides thetldetes extended a grant of US$ 250 miblogical Surey of India.

Curriculum is being framed forlion to the GCTM. As many as l7QSowa—Ri a

teaching asanas, standardising thet of 194 WHO Member States A 9p de in th ic Ra-
system of scoring, and refining thase traditional medicine, and their n eprllso € in the epic, Ra
asanas with the aid tfthnology govemments uged WHO's sup- mayana, Shows Hanuma_n going o
and artificial intelligence. Using thport in creating a body of reliabl he Himalayas to get a I|fe—g|vmg
Karate Model, where white toevidence and data on tradition erp for I;axman._ The Nathnal
black belt indicates the level ofmedicine pactices and pducts Lnsglﬁﬁt?\lgvir?]vt?éﬁlg)gl’zet l;lcr))vliges
accomplishment, the federation in ~ The medicinal value of pIantsfree medicine and’ thera’ pthrou h
2015-16 prepared eight levels dfas been known to diverse com(—)PD and eaular cam sApécwa- 9
learning, with four levels for coachmunities across regions who shar(:-FgI aTra dﬁ?onal anlloe 4@ Dia-
es In 2018-19the IndianYoga this knavledg freel, without put- 'ta?oLibrar has been se?u gwith
Association met at the Coimbatoréing a price on it, an “open sourc SIR—TT}E/DL Unit Delhi Trart)ji—
asham of Jagyi Vasude to hone model”, as Prime Minister Naren—tional healers are bein -trained .
the agenda; Swami Ramdev helpdda Modi put it.Ayurveda and ) 9

refine asanas appropriate for soga tagether ofered India holis- strengthen public heal_th In remote
competitve forma. To enhance tic health for over five thousand? €5 and the cultlvatlt_)n of eT‘da”‘
the appeal of the sport, the federyeas. During the Ceid pandem- gergd_ and commercially wgble
ation has asked the centre to include, both proved especially heIpfurInEdICInal plants aheTrans Hi-
Yoga in the ppposedAyushVisa for India and the world, boostingm"’“ayaS enc_ouraged.. ¢
for foreigners coming to India forimmunity and countering e8s HealiSnONi"’:]'g'hg;g"(T?;étea?geis gne
tredment or stuyl The post-Covid world offers 9
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Yoga

of the oldest, living, and well doC™ Tt 1o e m—harness plant material from endan-
umented medical traditions in the The Union SC_Ie_nce and gered rest specieBut cetifica-
world. Widely practiced in Lada Technology Ministry has tion of seed source is imperative
kh, Himachal Pradesh, Arunach: proposed joint research under WTO provisions, and only
Pradesh, Sikkim, Darjeeling, an and a joint PhD Uttar Pradesh has undertaken cer-
Tibetan settlements in India, a ] tificaion so &r. The seedbak,
well as CentilAsia jt was brmally program with the flowers, roots, all need certification
included under the Ayush syster Council of Scientific of source, and guarantee of puri-
of medicines in 2010. The visuz : ty (no pesticide). However, he
examination of urine is a distincand Industrial Research. stressed thathe Forest Dgatt-
tive diagnostic tool in this systemgould set up a Digital Elarm and ments need to know how much
besides examination of the tongueotify the khasra number of eaclproduct is needed by industry and

and pulse. field from where plant material isvhen. The sector being unorgan-
Medicinal plant taken. All plants must be organidsed, poses impediments for indus-
edicinal piants no urea or fertilisers used. try. Around 20 lakh heces ae

.AS aast mmber of phama- Industry leaders mooted salesultvated ty fatmers so &r, there
ceutical products are based on na{ﬁrough the Brest Dgpatment,as are seed banks for 42 species and
!Jral substances, mainly plants,_thelgethe practice in the north easigerm plasm ér 20 speciedut
'S ugent need tq consey biodi- Altemaely, villages can be gan- much remains to be done. E-Char-
versity ar_“?' sustz_;uhrkty The pop-  iseq at district level. Medicinal plargk is documenting all species in the
(l;:‘atazsv?/:Irllcr)]vx?frr;\;es'[r::eocr:)r:rt];f:;;lfame's could 6rm a consdium Medicinal Plant Consetion Area.

to provide data on industry needf_?lobal AYUSH Investment &

tive pill from the roots of wild {5 each plant species, with tes / .
nnovation Summit

yam plants, and child cancer tregfsg facilities for each plant. Th The charkha.shaned Mahat
ments have been based on the rofygian Council for Agricultural € charkha-shaped Vianhatma

periwinkle. Nobel-prize winningresearch must standardize H}I%andlr, Ahmedabad, hosted the
_research on artemisinin for malarmethodolcgy for evaluding bio- r:ceig;id?r/] Igvef(;[miesri]rt] Sunnclgltvf/ri]tit
ia_control can be sourced t0 anyctive markers in plants, so thaﬁ] p 9

cient Chinese medicingtse there is no lab-to-lab variation, € AYUSh Sector receiving letters

Modern scientific methods Emphasising the importanceOf intent of over Rs 9,000 crore

are now being utilised to study tragf dza, Achaya Balkrishnayp, " Major cegories sucas FMCG

ditionaimedicine. Artificial Intelli- paanjaliayunved Ltd. pointed out VedicalvalueTrawel (MVT) and

gence is used to screen natural pragiat the bioactive compound inSC"ICeSPhamaceuticajsedinol-

ucts br phamacokinetic mpeF  haldi (tumeric) and astagandha °% & didgnosticsand mess &
ties, and magnetic resonance imag-different in different states, andJriculture. These are expected to
ing (MRI) is used to study brain adeeds a biomier. He lamented 9E"€8E aound six lakh jobIhe
tivity and the relaxation responsghat the Arjun tree takes 30-40 years 0" Defence Ministry signed
following meditation and yoga. to grow, but dies wien the baris oo for ayush benefits in hos-
Medicinal plants thus offer ataken. The forest department sugf—ItaIS In 37 cantonmenteas
huge oppotunity for famers. gested that bark could be provid- The Union Science afidd-
Howewer, most phamaceutical ed from trees felled for other rea—nOIOgy Ministy h"?‘s. fposed joint
companies at the Global AyusionsBalkrishna saidfafestéion rgsearch and a_Jomt PhD program
Investment and Innovation Sum-must be increased in mountainoul\g'ctjh tth_e Icli?ouncn c;:‘ 1S_E|ent|f|c ar|1d
mit (GAIIS) voiced concerns overregions, and mooted proper train. " gs rlla esearc k. ¢ eAr\(?SrSer ans
soucing of mderials They moot- ing of famesrs in the culticion of to develop a netark 0 .
ed protocols for growing medici-medicinal plants, with increaseaark;ftlo er&cogr;ge th_e prc])c’rb\n\?tlon,
nal plants, with national level certigeo-iencing and ep-taging [?;Z (e;n m acthurmg OIAY-
fication, training of staff, labs, etc. = The addl. Director-General, poducts aass the counfrg

https://chintan.indiafoundation.in/articles/ayurveda-and-yoga-spearhead-

The National Medicinalddt Board Forestssaid tissue culéion could indias-medical-dipiomacy/
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HEALTH

Traditional Medicine on T rial

While traditional
medicine system

based on ou
ancient wisdo
practices, an

experience, th

is a lack o

rigorous clinical
trials. This issu

needs addssing

16

Dr. Jaya Kakkar

ccording to WHO 170 out of 194 member states of the organization use

traditional medicines but do not necessarily have reliable evidence and data
on traditional medicine paucts and @cticesWithout tha policy building and
integration of these medicines into their health systems is not possible. Hence
WHO has opened global centre for traditional medicine in India.

According to WHO a traditional medicine is the total sum of the “knowl-
edge, skills, and practices indigenous and different cultures have used over time to
maintain health andgent, diagnose and @&a physical and mental illneks
reat encompasses anciergaqbices sticas acugssue,ayurvedic medicine and
herbal mixtues as @ll as moder medicines

In India these inade pactices and thagles iwvolving Ayurveda,Sidiha,

Yoga and other (homeopy, unani,etc) tha have been parof Indian tadi-
tions since ancient tim&shile Ayurveda and¥oga has sgad counywide dif-
ferent legions hee their ovn traditional medicine systems

As on date traditional medicines are not integrated into national health sys-
tems and sitegies Nor thee ae acoedited cowges and healtladilities|t is
noteble tha nealy 40% ofgpproved phama poducts a& denved fom ndural
substancesud as contcetive pills Thus thee is a need tely on biodiersity
and sustaitide practicesin order to bring @ditional medicines into maiestm
their eficay needs to be scientdlly tested andalidded.For this moden prac-
tices such as MRI (Magnetic Resonance Imaging), artificial intelligence etc. need to
be increasingly deployed (these are already being used, though not on a wide
scale, due to lack of systematic research) to establish their therapeutic and preven-
tive \valuesTednology should aid the ebtshment ofcredentials osut med-
icines as also in their adoption and usage far and wide.

During the pandemic leading companies launched hundreds of natural and
herbal poducts Howe\er, post easing ahe poblem gurvedic poducts shar
has either sggded or delined.Howe\er, accodlng to Rseath and Inbrma-




Health

tion System (RIS) the Ayush maily to cure. Rather, it should worksocio-cultural agenda. This includes
ket — comprisingyurveda Yo, towards maintaining well beingeestablishing our ancient glorious
Unani, Siddha, and Homeopathgnd health, prevent disease, amért, be it ancient scientific wisdom,
— is estimated to have expandediagnose and treat it in most efvedic math, rich historical tradi-
to $20.6 billion in 2021 fromfectve mannerThe eficay of the tions or Yoga.In the same line the
around $18 billion in 2020. Peosystem needs to be measured BUP government, immediately af-
ples beliefin Ayurveda has in- terms of time and cost ofred- ter coming to power decided to
creased over the years and the panent, minimization of side effectsset up Ministry of Ayush in Sep-
demic has helped accelerate it. Irétc. Moreover, the health systetember 2014. While the idea was
tiative like global centre shoulghould have universal access aimtleed laudable one must not shut
boost this acceptance across tleecetability. The idea is not ter eyes towards problems in promot-
world since these healing methoddace ‘modern’ medicine by tradiing efficacious traditional medicine.
can go a long way in mitigatingional one; rather, to optimize the  Firstly, there ae no unibrm
diseasedMary people aund the whole health system by integratingtandards nor effective monitoring
world rely on herbal products fortraditional medicine, which anywagnechanism in the area of tradition-
some pe of primary healthcare. has a very strong base in India, €6 medicine Consequentlas ve
GCTM can act as an accessible, e@s to search for best available seald earlier, fraud and quackery are
friendly and interactive facility showtutions The paéient — indeed the widespread. This includes the use
casing global traditions and advancerhole general population — shouldf hamful steoids and metals in
ments in traditional medicine. have alternative choices for theinomeopthic andAyurvedic med-
Much of traditional medicine health needsRemember Wwile icines and pductsEven the gv-
is based on received knowledgikyurveda is India bor, Unaniis a ernment has been overzealous in
and home emediesFaith and central Asian import, while Homepromoting traditional medicine
trans-generational anecdotal — apathy was developed by a Gewithout underlying scientific basis
against scientific — support havenan practitioner, and Siddha haf®r government protocol sanction-
been its mainsgaAnyone with its base largely in south India.  ing Ayurvedic and gga pactices
persuasive skills has scope for Above all, traditional Indianthe latest case being endorsement
practicing these medicines in amedicine must meet global starsf their use for prevention and
unregulated market. Thus evedads This is the primarrequie- cure for asymptomatic and mild
though the medicine may not benent since there are skeptics gaevid pdients While it mg be tue
a fault,the pactitiones ill balked lore who associate the traditiondhat these medicines may have been
knowledge makes the patient anghedicine system with only quackeffective, the Indian medical asso-
potential users skeptical about the@ry and fraud. It is a known factiation objected to non-availability
efficay. The WHO GCTM seeks that even established, large tradi ary scientit proof. Secondi
to change thisIt will work on four  tional medicine manufacturers esghe sector is completely unregulat-
strategic areas: one, gathering egape scrutiny when they make tadld with presence of micro enter-
dence and leming two, deploy- claims like cure cancer, heart digrises; everyone relies on traditional
ment of data and analytics for exeaseand may sut teminal dis- texts which have not been put un-
perimentation and fastertestingeasesYet it is undenkde tha in  der ary kind of scuutiny.
three, keeping in mind the environeur country where an average per- Having said that the latest en-
mental footprints and sustainabilisoris access to standalop#hic  deavour of setting up the GCTM,
ty; am four, adoption of innova- treatment is limited by both reactalongwith need to reduce the quack
tion and telanolagy.Once the - and expense, promoting alternativeractices, should help in providing
ditional medicine becomes evidengaedicine choice which has moréhe seeker a reliable, low cost, free
based — based on scientific testingidespread access and relativelyddtside effects alternative on one
— it will be treated at par with moda lower cost is an idea that need®nd and in freeing the poor pa-
ern (aka allopathic) medicine.  extensive support. tient from the clutches of profi-
The goal of an appropriate Bharatiya Janata Party hawering multinational drug mafia
health system should not be mere&ome into power with a broadon the othergq
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US does a lot for India, but India too does
a lot for US

sk not what the United States does for India, ask what India does for the

United Stees Prime Minister Nandia Modi ought to hee pagphrased
tha famous line &m dhn F Kenned during hisecent inteaction with US
President Joe Biden. In media reports of the virtual meeting between the two
heads of government and the 2+2 meeting between the defence and foreign
ministers of both countries that followed, the focus has largely been on how the
United States can and does extend strategic support to India. It is helpful to
remind ourselves and the US every now and then that India too has long extend-
ed stetegic suppdrto the United Stas

Too much is made ofhe mechandise aide de€it of $23 billion thialndia
enjoys with the United S&s Former Pesident Donaldrump and his adminis-
tration's trade epresentidve made quite @tish out ofquoting it. The US seeks
to wipe this out by doubling its defence sales to India from the present level of
$21 billion, at the expense of several rival suppliers, especially Russia.

What the bilateral trade figures do not reveal is the transfer of wealth from
India to the US tlmugh the ®port of highly talented Indian nmignts Indian
brain power fuels the engines of education, research, innovation, corporate man-
agement and the sgces econownin the United Stes — allields thagive the
US a tpbal edg over its nvals and pesrAs recenty as in 199@he total amber
of Indian migrants to the

US was estimated to be 450,000. By 2020, this was over 2.7 million.

Till the turn of the century economists viewed this migration as a “brain
drain”. Over the past couple of decades they have come to view the Indian
global diaspar as a “[@in bank” Whaever form this bain paver tales the fact
remains that this Indian talent has contributed positively to all the countries host-
ing it. This “brain paver” is Indias investment in the delopment ofthose host

—

What the bilater
trade figues d
not reveal is th

transfer of wealt
from India to th

US though th
export of talente
Indian migrants
Sanjaya Baru
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Opinion

countriesOne need not taka quantified. What exactly has been

moral or political view of this phe-  The US-India the contribution of 2.7 million peo-
nomenon, whether it is good ol Strategic ple of Indian origin to sustaining
bad, but one must quantify it anc US global power?

ggcc:jizts; er]lg eir;o\:\mgmv;/?a\llgdciﬁtrit partnersh | p has popu'\lﬂeiltm ig?]dg:)apotrh&ljjgilgt\}vmagt
uted to the development of the often been naural lesouces diddr the USThe
countries that are receiving suc i irony is that the best of Indians are
talent. viewed through doing for the US what Friedman

In the 1950s, Prime Minister the prism of third had hoped they would do for In-
Jawaharlal Nehru invited the No c dia. Of course, we in India must
bel Prize-winning American econ partles, and they take full esponsibilitydr this
omist Milton Friedman to study alre relevant o a The out-migration of talent
India and offer his advice on its certain extent has both a pull and a push dimen-
economic development. While : sion and there is no point blaming
Friedman made himself unpopu individuals The question to ask is
lar with Nehuo by sugiesting thea way,quantifying not justhet the what can more India do to retain
the Planning Commission beaJS does to suppoindias rise it its talent so that it can fuel the coun-
wound up and the public sectoalso what India and Indians do tdrys derelopment.

be privatised, he made one presuppot America dobal domi- The problem of out-migra-
scient obsertion thd ought to nance. tion of talent has been accentuat-
have been tadn moe seriouyl India certainly needs the United in recent years by the shortage

The United Stas economgew, ed States, not just for the gunsf opportunities at home as well
Friedman wrote in a 1955 note tehips and jets that it can sell anals by domestic social and political
Nehru, because it had vast naturtiie intelligence it can share, but fdrends In my book India Fower
resources at its disposal and suckaliithe new technologies it can givlite: Class, Caste and a Cultural
in labour power from across theaccess todhe United Stas also Revolution (2021) | show how the
world. India has limited naturalneeds Inid, not just as an ally againssecession of the successful” has
resources but a vast pool of pecchina and a provider of low-costccelated in the pastve yeas.

ple. Invest in your people, he sugiefence pesonnel and seices in  The turn that domestic politics is
gested, and they will be for Indiahis part of the world, but as ataking may contribute to a further
what land and natural resourcesource of highly talented manpoweaccelegtion of this pocess

were for America. tha can ensuwrAmerica dobal The beneficiaries will be the
Itis one idea that has failed talominance in iofmaion tednol-  countries of the Anglosphere —
capture the imagination of succe®sgy-enaled husinesses the United States, Britain Canada,

sive generations of the Indian po- The US-India strategic part-Australia and other English-speak-
litical and intellectual leastdp Of nership has often been vieweihg countries like Singapore and the
course, India has invested in itdrough the prism of third partiesUnitedArab Emirates
people and many of them fuel thand they are relevant to a certain The government may be able
engine of growth. But comparedextent. In dealing with the Chinato do very little to prevent this
to the vast pool of people availPakistan axis, India has found itigration, and indeed it is doing a
able, the educated and skilled reelationship with both Russia andbt to make educated young Indi-
main a limited set. the US to be helpful. ans vant to lege the county, but
Worse from this pool oftal- However, the US-India part-it can at least try and quantify it so
ent, a sizeable number migrate toership also stands on its own ledgbat the host countries are aware
the developed world, mostly to therecisely because it is a two-waf Indias genepus contrilation to
United Stees It is, theefore,time  street. This fact is not adequatelyeir global dominanagy
for India to define the two-wayappreciated, indeed generally not7hewrterisan economist, a former newspaper

editor, a best-selling author, and former adviser to

relationship in a more balancedecognised, because it has not been Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
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ISSUE

Due Diligence to Organic Farming in

Sri Lanka

-

As a esponsibl
neighbour of S

Lanka, we shoul

own th
responsibility t
bail out Sri Lank
during this crisi

with the sam

spirit as we di

with the Covid-1
vaccine
Alok Singh
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i Lanka tempted the complete matjon to oiganic iming in the least lead

me. One day the government decided to completely ban chemical fertilizer
baseddming The husiness intest of seed andhemical éttilizer companies
were ruined by this one decision of the government of Sri Lanka. The business
interest vas not onf of the Sri Lankan companiBsit the lisiness intests of
the big companies of the developed countries and of course china.

The political leadership of Sri Lanka had committed in their recent election
promises thiathey will tansmit the coungrto oganic iiming fom hamful
chemical-basediming in the net decaddt was antadk on the lnsiness inter
est of the greedy companies who claim to conduct unbiased science-based re-
search to suit their interests at the cost of the health of the general public. But the
government deviated from the original plan and executed the decision to go
organic in a sirg st@ huge long jumpWha had to be xecuted in tengas was
executed hbindly in one da It seems to he failed.It’s still tough to sethd had
Sri Lankawided this quicjump then its econonpolitics and peopleould
have a better futer 1o blame thewitching to oganic Baming as the onlrea-
son is to dah the lav hanging fiits The dep podet pioduces of geneticajl
modified seeds and chemical fertilizers have managed to create propaganda that
the decision to go organic was too little and too fast. It could not save the econ-
omy and politics of Sri Lanka from turbulence. But the other argument is that
had Sri Lanka avoided this courageous step to go organic then could it be assured
with a cetain piobaility of guaantee thiaits situéion would hae been better

The crisis ofSri Lanka has deéoundaions This foundaion of crisis has
Chinese agots The edy waming signals eve ignoed and § the time it as
admitted by the government to the people it was too late and the government




Issue

had £wer arows in its quier. The already created a web of traps for
only visible arrow that the govern — The execution of this isknd nation. It opened its econ-
eople ws oganc aming nelec. | SfiLankatogo oot i L e
tion speeches and when the situ organic in the least da, Sri Lanka is the tgst victim
o gerorted 560 10210 lead e is labelled s e
makers believe. One more arron @S unplanned, but sri Lanka had to make a call. It
bconomy or o the peopte. - during emergency - 20 TS,
The big question is that is it situations, many reliance in food and save import
& vaccination programme, now Standard protocols Tt o AT et e or
the trial of a vaccine which con. are rescheduled to ganic ming decision it as @-

sumes years, approximately te optimise the plauded by the caretakers of the
years to recommend for use we climate issue; rational, unbiased and
approved for emergency use witr advantage- nature-friendly scientists; advocates

in a year The naions ofthe world of sustainable living; and opinion
had limited alternatives and the riskanka can be classified as systemakers who care for climate, na-
was executed which paid favoustic risks and unsysteticarisks ture and futug genegtions

ably well in subsequent waves dte Covid-19 risk is systematic risk  Every process has a cycle time
the Covid-19. Our own Bharatand the unprepared people worldsefore the final product takes vis-
Biotech came up with Covaxinwide faced it. Even China suffereible shape. By increasing the re-
within a yars time and it sad us a lot, though the fingers of thesources the output can be increased
from the politics ofthe ‘Vaccine deliberate or accidental leak afgutthe cycle time can’t be reduced.
Nationalism’, and vaccine as a toplointed tevard theWuhan |l& of The fair opinion is that Organic
to am-twist the éreign and eco- China. famrming will also consume itwm
nomic polig. We ae doing ela- This systematic risk createdhare of cycle time and the sensi-
tively well because we aimed faerious troubles for the tourisnble world leaders in general and
self-reliance in the Covid-19 vacand hospitality sectddary island Bharat, in particular, has to create
cine and it gave us strength in ourations feed their population basediays br Sri Lanka to suive dur
national as well as international elen the tourism economSq Sri  ing this cycle time of going through
deaours. W& had seen mothe Lanka suffered huge earnings in tharganic fiiming pocess

Bharat Biotech had to face troutourism sector due to Covid-19.  We had accine diplomgc
bles at every stage of trial and th&ri Lanka could do nothing towith the needy nations in general
propaganda against our own vacounter this risk. and poor nations of the world in
cines We could successfulina- The unsystematic risks are thpaticular As a esponsike neigh-
noeuvre ourselves from such pokhoice of the trade agreements armwbur of Sri Lanka, we should own
itics which reflected in columnghe type of economy in which itthe responsibility to bail out Sri
and articles and research papedscided to place itself. The choickanka during this crisis with the
which did not favour Covaxin. Theof Sri Lanka to choose a freesame spirit as we did with the Cov-
execution of Sri Lanka to go ormarket economy with an unprecid-19 vaccine. At, no cost the deci-
ganic inthe least lead time is labelledented dilution of the roles ofsion of Sri Lanka to go back to
as unplanned, but during emergemegulators and a zero-tariff tradéettilizer baseddming be encour

cy situations, many standard prgolicy is the long ten culprit.This aged. Serious due diligence is need-
tocols are rescheduled to optimisieee-market economy creed a hugal. This effort will be good for
the advantage. It seems Sri Lankgp between the rich and the podrumanity qq

did so and by the time they realised it igAlok Singhis a Fellow of the Indian Institute of

Management Indore and is a freelancer

The problems faced by Srunsustainable and inequitable it had academician.)
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AGRICULTURE

How consumers can play a key role in
making agri-food systems sust ainable

The moe th
consumers assel,
the moe th
farmers will
change. The key
the next evolutio
in agriculture lie
in the hands
consumer
Devinder Sharmal

22

Addressingthe Khalsa College at Am-
ritsar the other gal said the nd revo-
lution in agriculture will be consumer
driven. A few weeks later, delivering the
keynote at a national convention on non-
chemical &ming under the banner of
“Kudrat Utsav” organised by the non-
profit Kheti Virasat Mission (KVM) at
Chandigarh, my call to the audience,
which comprised primarily of urban con-
sumers and practitioners, was to exer-
cise their right in demanding safe and
healthy food.

Why | listed the two events is to es-
sentially drive home the point that the
next rewolution in griculture will be lagely influenced ¥ the consumerUnlike
the Green Revolution, which increased crop production manifold to meet the
challengs offood shotages the n&t major tansbrmation in ayicultue — les
call it as an Ergreen Rwlution,a tem tha was frst used ¥ Dr M S Swami-
nahan — will be dvien by health and @ironmentail conscious consurseiihe
demand for organic food has been growing, and given the increasing realisation
of the need for healthy food to boost your immune system, | can foresee an
exponential jump in the years to come.

The organic food market in India is projected to grow by a compound
anrual gowth rate (CAGR) of 20.5 per cent in thexidive yeas, between 2022
and 2027. This is impressive, and given an increased understanding among con-
sumers of the damaging role intensive agriculture plays in climate change, the
demand will fuher gow. The higher the demandrforganic bod, the higher
will be the pessue on imers to mare tovards a health transbrmaion —
from dhemical to nonkemical &rming systems

In the years to come, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
has in a series of reports warned of the destructive consequences of a tempera-
ture rise bgond the pemissilbe limits Considering thagriculture contrilutes
approximately a third of the Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GNGs) that the world
generates, consumers are becoming aware of the devastating consequences of
higher emissionBurther, with soil ettility dedining to almostezo in intensiely
farmed egions;and esulting soil esion &panding the pcess ofdesdiifica-
tion, the hamful implicéions tha stae ahead ardeaty visilde. Add to it the
excessie mining ofgroundvaer whidch is suking aquigrs diy, more so in ghaus-
tively faming egions — lik Punjb and Hayana in India — and witthemical
pesticides becomingtemey pervasve in enironment,an &erage consumer is

SADESTRATRIKA



Agriculture

becoming aware of how the entireffered remain the same: morarea under millets has expanded,
food chain has been contaminatedggessie pushdr industrialgri- and firmers ae gtting a better

The development narrativeculture. Despite the dominant ecoprice. Requiring less water, millets
too is tianging The irewerside nomic thinking remaining inclinedcan ery well fit into a irming sys-
impacts of climate change - ifowards intensie faming systems tem that is climate resilient. Since
temperature exceeds 1.5 degreeting the possibility of increasingtaple foods - wheat and paddy -
centigrade — are not only welhunger and malnutrition with awill face reduction in yields because
known, but equalf frightening transbrmation towards non- ofrising temperatures, the demand
More droughts and heat waves withemical &dmrming systemson- from consumers should hopefully
ravage the planet. Already studissimers can still play a significashift to crops that can fit into the
are pointing to displacement ofole by seeking foods that are cuthanging climate.
700 million people in Africa if thetivated by regenerative agriculture  Why | am hoping that con-
warming is not kpt within the practices thadoes minimal har  sumers will call the shots in the years
prescribed limit§requeng of cy-  to the environment. to come is because with ample
clonesstoms and xtreme veah- Consumers need to be doufood production that the world is
er conditions is ineasingRise in  bly cautious about their food habsaddled with, and despite agri-
sea water level will wipe out coastiis ensuring that it does not lead tbusiness industry creating a fear
communities in several parts of thenore toxic soils, more water bepsychosis, people do realise that
world, andnany island nations willing pulled out for crop cultivation,there is no evidence of any short-
disppearAlread dacies ae melt- and does not allow for cultivatiorfall in foad production. A third of
ing d an alaming ete, and vedh- practices leading to further conwhat the world produces every year
er precipitation is necessitating a shittimination of the food chain. Al-goes davn in the landlis If food
in habitats This is &pected to bring ready there is a visible shift towardsastge was a counyt it would
an additional 350 million people tsakt food doball, slovly but have ranked third in global meth-
be faced with aer scatity. steadily it is growing in proportionane emissionshe talleng thee-

| don't think the consumer isInstead oflamge industrialdrms  fore is to first reduce the monumen-
insensitive as well as indifferent tthe emphasis has to shift to smatal food wastage. Therefore, itis not
the severe consequences of climateale agriculture which as per nuvrong to say that people are aware
change at home, and they do womerous research studies is mothey now have the option to freely
ry about the possibility of an apocefficient than big agriculture. Aexercise theirdod doices
alypse in future if business as usuahall scaleggo-ecolgical &m- If the world doesn'’t trans-
contirues Tha is why from kuild-  ing method is the crying need oform towards a healthand eco-
ing more heat-absorbing concrethe timesPulic policies & in- logicaly saé fairming systemeon-
jungles, the focus is now shiftingreasingly coming under pressusaimers must take the blame. After
to greener cities of the futureto encouage a tansbrmaion to- all, if they had demanded for in-
From fossil fuel to greener fuelwards ecologically safe small scaance the food that does not re-
options — like solar and electri¢aming systems quire more use of chemical fertil-
power, so much so that many dis- This is a healthy sign. The fadsers and pesticides, which definitely
cernible among them are beginningpat consumers are asserting thatds on to ¢pbal vaming the
to question even the economidood has to be heajtimeeting the fameis would hae @t the right
growth model. Chasing the GDPeeds ofnutritional securitys in- message. The more the consum-
is leading to the destruction ofdicative of the growing public supers assérthe moe the &rmers will
natural resources, and increasingart for non-chemical agriculturechange. The key to the next revo-
global movement for degrowthAnd the need for healthy nutritioudution in agriculture therefore lies
and green growth as a pathway fisod is driving a change in foodn the hands o€onsumes. qq
also liilding upPeople doealise habits, and the shift towards nutri- (he author is a noted food policy analyst and an
thafanning is irmasinb_y vulner tiou_s foods like millets, coarse.eXpe'L"e”m"j;gjZﬁ;ﬁf’;‘;ﬁﬁjﬁﬂﬁ’ﬁfufzce’r‘;“
alle to the Ematic eerations But ~ grains, pulses, vegetables and dairy. = @ @ sesnessihon-consumers.canplay-ackey.
unfortunaely, the solutions being products is evident. Already the role-in-making-agri-food-sysiems-sustainable-738445
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Earth Day: Affirm Conservation as
Resist ance

appy Eath Day, fellov eathlings! I8 a nystey hov spaceship Edr has

suwvived another centyrpumped up ondssil fuelsforests irned,weater
wasted and halhe vworld populdion living in paerty, without flesh veter, air
or nutrition. When ve hear cqorate ovetords sg “Gred Reset”,“Fourth In-
dustrial Rwlution”, and “coporates br Eath”, we nust shier. For it only
heralds a new Great Game to privatise nature.

The theme oEaith Day this ar is “livest in our planetlt, tog, is in line
with the coporate-fuelled gendaBut tha's no suprise Giant nultingional cor
porations and countries in the developed world want us to spend our hard-
eaned esouces to ean up their messd$ie deeloping wrld faces 9/10th of
the world’s dimae kurden,while Wall Steet vas lusy lastgar setting up a Na
ural Asset fund and management companies to profit from climate control. The
sustaiability reports filed by coporae giants sounduely,and their commitments
to net-zero are being promoted as an ultimate solution. But remember, plastic and
aluminium wre once thergen thing to do to@nd look Wwere tha got us

The reality is, green targets are an economy in which every dollar or rupee
we spend goes into the pockets of the corporate sector—and the clean-up cost is
ours,too. Here is hav: Recenty, while trawelling in Lahaul, Himhal Padesh|
found a unique agricultural practice still in action. People use agri-chemicals to a
limited extent. They still allow their land to rest for six months, restoring soil
fertility. But tha should not suarise us eitheme knav tha the 50 least del-
oped countries contuke less than 1% téofpal carbon emissions

Then | also saw trash, mostly empty packets of packaged food items, all
over Himachal Pradesh. Untreated sewage was entering rivers and streams in ev-
ery town, village and cityWhen it mins the esidue fom quaries and unteaed
municipal vaste overflow into the neast rver. In shot, no place is saffrom
corporate-generated filth in India or the world. And who is destroying the natural
environment every day except the corporations that own the mines, even our
garb@e?Agreed,even though the scaleary widey, the deeloping countries

Let us be ealistic
as we try to limi
pollution an
global warming
Then we can ho
the earth will
Indra Shekhar
Singh
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Environment

too, must ply a ole in dimate ing to cover greater populations
chang mitigtion. For, the moe the Today what the with access tdean water. If we

eath gows vamer, the moe in- want to limit domestic water con-
equalities will ris&es we in India planet needs most sumption, we have to plan water

need to leave our rivers, glaciers a IS a po|itica| waste-free homes and local water
remote areas alone to rejuvenate c projects, not retro-fit them decades
Or else, considering the scal Investment\\e later. We have to do collectie

at which anthropogenic activitie: have to ensure work for weter and engyy securi-
are fuelling environmental disaster ; ty. And a cucial aspect athis is
there won't be many natural site COFPOFatIOHS do keeping water out of private
left if collective action to mitigate not get control hands
rising global temperature is ignore: Today, wha the planet needs
That is why the Kyoto Protocol OVEr our planet. most is a political iestmentWe
spoke of "common but differen- have to ensure corporations do not
tial responsibility” in 1997. And,model of growth and develop-get contol over our planetWe
whatever happened to the $10Ment has forced us to believe thatust esist thisOne eample of
billion promised to the developingndividuals can achieve a bettaesistance would be to have a pol-
world @ COP-21 in France? Notearth while collective action is didution tax. The Himachal Pradesh
even half its target has been reachéutentivised. and Uttarakhand governments
Perhaps it is a result of the move  Now on, let us use our mon-impose a “green cess” on pollut-
away from mitigating and adaptinggy—our govemments mong, the ers, especially those who manufac-
strategies to individual role in envikaxpgers’ mongy, citizeris mon- ture plastic and bottle “softitinks
ronment and climate change. They—to buy and promote the locaThe entire clean-up cost of pick-
systemic issues are relegated to theonony. We must gt our @v- ing up after these industries must
sidelines, since developing natiomsnments to invest time, effort, an@lso be recovered from those who
bear the burden of climate changamoney to restore our local envirun polluting factories and gener-
and need fuel resources to propebnments Go ahead and plant aate polluting waste. Corporations
their rise out opoverty. tree, dig a pond, eat local produdhat manufacture food items need
Let us talk about how we carand meat, but collective action i® use bio-dgraddle pa&aging
invest in “our earth” in this con-the only way forward to see changéfe cannot dbrd to contaminia
text. The way ahead is not to apgglobally. To get govemments to the upper courses of rivers, just like
pease “industry leaders” becausksinvest from planet-killing busithe overwhelming pollution down-
their leadership has landed us in thesses, we need peoples’ advostream fom industy, agricultue,
climate crisis in the first place. Thety campaigns that demand a@nd domestic waste.
loyalties &, supposed| to their countability from those who pol- We need to west in taking a
shareholders and profit, not thdute the edh mostWe inherit the tednolaggical lep, devising vays to
planet. If anything, we should ineath as a commonS§o ve must promote green policies for eco-
sist corporations fulfil their envi-disempower corporate tyrannyensitie aeasAgriculture needs to
ronmental “consgetion” missions over food, water, and natural rebe a the Prefront of this polig.
by not huting it moe. W& nust souces This can ol be doneyp Sustainable agriculture is the way
insist that corporations set morgromoting local decentralised syse rejuvenate damaged land and
ambitious targets to reduce emisgems and climate-friendly developwaer systemsWe need to join
sionsWe need ma hangs:Na- ment models with the earth. If not, the capitalist
ture doesn't charge for water, so  The next big investment is intoindustrial empire will drive us all
why do corporates get to make uswaer and seeddo sae water into extinction, killing humanity
pay for a bottle of it? In otherdoes not mean using less water eten bebre the planet diesqq

words, sure, invest in the planehomesIt means helpingegener The author is an independent agr-policy
. . analyst and writer and former director, policy and
but not thoughWall Steet. ate water while remembering that outreach at NSAI. The views are personal.

I n d ee d , th e cor p 0 rate - I e dthe d eVeIOplng cou ntrles are Strlv_ https://www.newsclick.in/Earth-Day-Affirm-Conservation-Resistance
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HEALTH

Glyphosate and Roundup:
All roads lead to cancer

AN

(o

‘h

Glyphosateand Roundup lead to changes
in gene regulatory microRNAs (miR--NAs
or miRs) linked with cancer, newly published
daa shev. The analsis of a type knan as
small RNA profiling, was conducted in liver
- | tissue from rats exposed to glyphosate and
Roundup MON 52276, an EU-approved
formulaion, over 90 dgs

In the new results, Roundup MON
R | 52276 was found to reduce the levels of miR-

, ‘ 22 and miR-17, whereas glyphosate de-

JJ' ‘,'l., l \ | /| creased the level of miR-30 and increased
il m Jfie \ .\ '} the amount of miR-10. These changes in miR-

The incease |
mir-10 caused b
glyphosat
exposue in th
experiment
animals ma
provide on
mechanism
which users
Roundup hav
succumbed t
another bloo
cances known a
non-Hodgki
lymphoma
Swadeshi Samva

26

NAs are important because they are known to alter the expression of crucial cell
growth reguldor geneswhich can lead to the @gopment ofcancer

A gene function that is central to multiple cellular processes, p53, is a partic-
ular taget of these miRKs The miRM changes can lead to alégons in p53
gene &pressionas has beentdind in nultiple types otancer in humans

The link between the changes in miRNAs and p53 gene expression is consis-
tent with the findings within the same study showing gene expression changes in
Roundup- and lgphoste-eposed as. The gne @&pression lsangs stondy
imply a p53 pathway DNA damage response. DNA damage is a major risk
factor for cancer development.

Furthemore, increases in miR-10veabeendund in other studies to be
associed with leugmia,a Hood cancerThe incease in mit0 causedybdy-
phosate exposure in the experimental animals may provide one mechanism by
which users of Roundup have succumbed to another blood cancer, known as
non-Hodgkin lymphoma. These results could strengthen the legal cases of the
cancer sufferers in the US who are suing Bayer/Monsanto because they believe
that exposure to Roundup caused their disease. Three such cases have already
been decided imvYour of the plaintifs.

Study lead Dr Michael Antoniou of King's College London said, "The new
data showing changes in miRNA patterns add yet more evidence to the cancer-
causing potential alyphosée and Rundup Wha is moe, our results sho
tha it is not just Bundup which is a mixtue of gyphosée with \arious adi-
tives, that has carcinogenic potential, but also glyphosate alone."

Previously reported findings

The nev dda confrm and loild on peviousy reported indings thawere
published as a prprint inApril 2021 which GMWétch reported on.The stug
with the additional findings has now passed peer review and is published in the

prestigious jounal, Toxicolagical Sciences
SIARSSHIRATRIKA
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The preprint version of the The researchers carried outney lesions was also detected in
study had reported that glyphosateome of the standard tests that regnhimals treated with glyphosate,
and glyphosate-based herbicidesators require the pesticide industthough this did not reach statisti-
such as Roundup activate mechéry to conduct to gain market au<al significance. However, the au-
nisms involved in cancer develoghorisation for their products —thors commented that an experi-
ment, including DNA damage —namely blood biochemistry andnent of longer duration using
and these effects occur at doses &sdney and Ner histopthology more animals may have resulted in
sumed by regulators to have n¢microscopic examination of tisStatistical significance.
adverse effects The daa sugest sue).
that th_e D-NA damage was caus_ed They also carrieql put in-depth o 11in g
py OX|dat|v§ stress, a destructivtests (molecular profiling) that are Worryindy for public health,
imbalance in the body that camot demanded by regulators of < the non-standard molecular
cause a long list dfisease®©xi- typically carried out by the indusbrofiling tests that are not required
dative stress is the Ilkely_ cause tfy. One type oftest lookd fr by pesticide regulators that were
the damage seen to the liver, leadeverse effects at a profound mags, ¢ ewealing
ing to an inflammatory (immunelecular level of biological function- First, Roundup was found to
type) response, which in turn caing through analysis of gene expreSer the expression of 96 genes in
cause DNA damage. sion (transcriptomics) and epige[heIiverspecificallylinked to DNA

Crucialy, the stugt found tha netics (DNA methylation) in the ”V'damage and oxidative stress, as
the isolated active ingredient oér and kidngs Another type of | q|| as disruption of circadian
Roundup — glyphosate — damagedédst, using specialised genetica}llyythms or "body clocks". The
DNA. This finding, according to engineered cell lines, was intendeghst affected genes in liver also
the EUS pesticide Vg should e-  to highlight changes in function,5q their expression similarly al-

Non-standard tests most re-

sult in a ban on glyphosate and dihked with canceiofmaion. tered in kidngs Crucialy, a coe

its formul&ions In addition, the researchers;gt of genes whose expression was
All these findings are carrieccarried out tests that can detect dijiered by Roundup was similarly

over into the peer-reviewed verrect damage tBNA. changed in the glyphosate-treated

sion of the stugt Roundup causes fatty liver ~ animalsThis stondy sugests tha

How the study was done disease — confirmed the key changes in gene function
The study builds on the find-  The standard tests, histopatflective of oxidative stress and

ings of a previous one by the santhology and bood biotiemisty DNA damage was due to glypho-
authos. In the pevious stug,the analysis, found adverse effec@té and not the additional sub-
researchers had compared the dfom the Roundup treatment,Stances (adjuvants) present in the
fects in rats of MON 52276 withnamely a dose-dependent and stgoundup brmulation.
those of its "active ingredient”, glytistically significant increase in fatty ~ Second, direct DNA damage
phosate, tested alone. The findindiwer disease and liver cell death.to the liver was found to increase
showed that glyphosate and  The finding of fatty liver dis- With glyphosate exposure.
Roundup herbicide, given at dosease from exposure to the MON  These findings potentially con-
es that regulators say are safe, &2276 érmulaion of Roundup Stitute a bombshell that could end
sulted in the animals suffering gutonfrmed the sameeseashers' the autlerisation of glyphosate in
microbiome disturbances and oxprevious obserdion tha an ulte- the EU Tha's because the EU
idative stress, with indications thdbw dose of another RounduppPesticide regulation (1107/2009)
the liver was affected and possibfprmulaion, Roundup Gand has wa'’s knavn as hazerbased
damaged. Travaux P|u’sadminist$d to the cut-off criteria. This means that if
In the curent llowup stug, same strain of Sprague-Dawle§ Pesticide active ingredient is
the researchers analysed the liveats over a 2-year period, caus&fown to cause a certain type of
tissue from the same rats to seeribn-alcoholic fatty liver disease. ham to health awhaever dose
damage had indeed occurred. An increase in liver and kidit must be banned. One of the
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named types ofiam is damge causes cancer in experimental amind not the complete commercial
to DNA. The discovery that gly-mals Based on studies in animaltormulaions (RPundup) as sold
phosate alone damages DNA in and humans, as well as mechananad used.

living animal should, if regulatorgic data, in 2015 the International  The study further highlights
follow the lav, result in a ban on Agency for Research on Cancdhe power of in-depth molecular
the chemical. (IARC) classified glyphosate as frofiling "omics" methods to de-

Third, both glyphosate andprobable human carcinogen.  tect changes that are missed by re-

Roundup were found to cause epi- . . lying solely on conventional bio-
genetic changes known as DN,&)ther implications of the chemical and histopathological

methylation. Epigenetics describé®®"W ituEdy di imal testing i measurements conducted in stan-
layers of molecular structures asso-, ~° nading ammaltesting 1Sy gised industry tests on pesticide
active ingedientsThe stug pares

ciated with DNA that control the MOt Y&t feasilie: Interestingy, in

undetying function ofgenes The the nev stud, glyphosag Was  ihe way for future investigations by
defining feature of epigeneticShF’Wn to damage DNA In IIVIngidentifying gene expression chang-
changs is that they can alter howammals bu_t not in the C?” qulturees and altered DNA methylation
genes work but do not involveSYStem. This shows that in vitro 1aQijses\which can sere as biomée
changes to the actual DNA sequend&Sts using isolated cells - cann@fq and potential predictors of neg-
These types of changes were fourllly Substitute for evaluations in &jye health outcomes resulting
at over 5,000 genomic sites for gjlving animal because certain effef,m exposure to glyphosate-
phosate and over 4,000 for RoundVill be missed. This is because agased herbicides

up. This is a concerbecause sac IMals (including humans) are whole 3 Resuits could allow sur-
alterations are typically found at highf9@nisms whose complexity carey of human population for
frequengin cancer tissues not be replicated in a flask, petrlyphosate herbicide exposure:
dish, or test tube. While many peqzommenting on the implications

: ple (GMWich induded) wuld  of the results for human exposure
conclusion liketo see an end to animal testingnonitoring, study lead Dr Micha-

The eseahess peformed fUf - a5 Jong as pesticides and othef Antoniou said, "The biomark-
ther laboratory tests in mouse celhemicals are allowed to be releasegh we identified ’(such as the miR-
lines, which are designed to highligifto the enviroment, such a move NA and gene expression changes)
effects that can lead to cancer fo{ygyld put public health at risk.  can be tested for in people, but we
mation. Glyphosate and three 2 Roundup is more toxic don't know if this particular pat-
Roundup brmuldions vere as- than glyphosae: In summay,in  tern of biomarkers is unique to gly-
sessed in these tester cellineas  general Roundup was found to bphosate-based herbicide exposure.
found tha two formulaions of more toxic than glyphosate, confhus the biomarkers would need
Roundup herbicide, but not glyphofirming and bilding on pevious  to be correlated with a history of
sate, activated oxidative stress ag@isevaions Howewer, talen to-  exposure to glyphosate-based her-
misfolded protein responses, bOt@ether, the results from the variousicides and measurements of gly-
clear makers of cacinagenicity  assays conducted show that bofshosate in urine.

Commenting on the totality glyphosate and Roundup herbicides  "If high levels of glyphosate
of the data, Dr Antoniou said,activate mechanisms involved imere found in the urine, and this
"No matter what molecular meacancer deelopment, causing geneorrelated with the biomarkers
surements we undertook, they adixpression changes reflecting osdentified in the new study and the
led to the same conclusion: that igjative stress and DNA damageperson's history of glyphosate her-
both glyphosate and Roundup argsq gyphoste alone as teaty bicide exposure, this would indi-
potential cainogens” able to induce DNA damage.  cate that exposure to glyphosate-

Other studies, including the  These finthgs directly chal- based herbicides might be respon-
industry ones submitted to supporfenge the global regulatory practicgble for any health effects that are
regulatory approval glyphosate, of only assessing the isolated dbeth indicated by our findings and
have also found that glyphosatglared active ingredient (glyphosatéjund in the person. These find-
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ings should be tested first by instudies (50 mg per kg of bodyeu said, “Our results are the first
vestigations of herbicide applicaweight per day). The highest doge simultaneously show glyphosate
tors, as their exposure can be highas 175 mg, the dose that US regnd Roundup toxicity in a whole
and details of the particular herbiblaors contuded had no obser mammalian animal model system
cides used are often recordedpble adverse effect. and provide a mechanism — oxi-
which would enable clearer results  Adverse effects were founddative stress — by which DNA dam-
to be obtained." from Roundup exposure at albge has been obsed in other

4. "Safe" and "no effect” dose levels in a dose-dependenystems, such as mammalian tissue
doses vere shovn to be ham-  fashion. These findings show thatulture cells
ful: In the 90-da ret feeding stud  the glyphosate ADI for the EU — “These findings show that gly-
different groups of animals wereand that of the USA, which is evephosate and Roundup score posi-
fed three different doses of glyphohigher — is not safe to ingest. Likeive in various tests of carcinoge-
sate and the glyphosate-equivalentse, it shows that the EU and USicity — transcriptome/epige-
dose of Roundup MON 52276.regulators were only able to comome/miRNA changes, oxidative
The lowest dose was the concemiude that glyphosate had "no obstress, protein misfolding, and
tration that regulators assume to keervalle aderse efect" dthe le#- DNA damage — in a living animal
safe to ingest on a daily basis oveets mentioned above because tljmt) that is accepted as a surrogate
lifetime (the EU acceptable daily intests that they require industry tbor human health f&fcts In my
take or ADI: 0.5 mg per kg ofcarry out are insufficiently sensitiveiiew, this stengthens the gmment
bodyweight per day). The middl wud ts plaintiffs i that exposure to Roundup herbi-
dose was the dose that EU regul%—u y Supports piaintifts in cides can lead to the type of can-
tors contuded hado obsevale oundup—car_lc_er I|t|ga_1t|on. . cer suffered by the plaintiffs in
adverse effect (the "no obsealle Summarising the ImIOIICatlonﬁ‘nany of the court cases — non-

adverse efect” level or NOAEL) of the study for the Roundulo'Can'l-|odgkin lymphoma.” qq

in industry_sponsored rat feedin&er Iltlglon in the US:)r Antoni_ Courtesy: https://gmwatch.org/en/106-news/latest-news/19980
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Overview: Open Network for Digit  al
Commerce (ONDC)

The poject aims t
curb digital
monopoly b
creating a platfor
that can be utilise
by all onlin
retailers. It i
going to go globa
Vinod Johri

30

ONDC launched by the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT) ofthe Union Commee Ministy is an initiive aimed to -

mote open netarks for all aspects dhe exchang of goods and seices wer
digital or electmic netwarksAccoding to a sttegy paer y ONDC pub-
lished in druary, there needs to be a paigm shift fom an opeator-driven
monolithic ple#orm-centric model to afilitaor-driven, intelopeiade decen-
tralized network.The idea of an ONDC first came up in 2020 in order to stan-
dadise and stamline the counts e-commee industy. ONDC is based on
open-souwred methodolgy, using open speigftions and open nebrk proto-

cols indpendent ofary specit pldaform. Gost daims thaas UPI is to the
digital payment domain, ONDC is to e-commerce in Bharat.

The DPIIT appointed an advisory committee for its ONDC project. ONDC
has Inbsys codunder Nandan Nilekarfiprmer McKinsg Bhaa headAdil
Zainulbhai and Ni#onal HealtmAuthority CEO R S Shawa as adsois The task
of implementing the project has been given to the Quality Council of India (QCI),
which establishes and operates the National Accreditation Structure for confor-
mity assessment bodies and provides accreditation in education, health and qual-
ity promotion. The council aims at promoting open networks developed on
open-sourced methods, leveraging open specifications and open network proto-
cols thaare inde@endent ofary specit plaform. This poject eases the oper
tional aspects afunning an e-comna husinessFor instanceonboading of
selles, vendor disceely, price disceery and poduct ctaloguing can be made
open sowre The forma will be similar to the Uiéid Ryments Intedce (UPI)
model.Once mandated, sellers will be onboarded through open networks and
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marketplaces such as Amazoiwf Baroda, NSDL eGovernancecompanies in India, 500 logistics
Flipkart will also be asked to regand Naional Stok Exchang (Rs companies to deliver goods, and
ister on the ONDC ptéorm. 15 crore each); and BSE, Stataore than 20,000 entities includ-
The project aims to curb dig-Bank of India, HDFC Bank anding travel and hotels that provide
ital monopoly by creating a platiCICI Bank (Rs 10 crore each). sewices though e-commee
form tha can be utilisedyball Initially it was launched in five Amazon India said that they
online etailes. It is going to @ cities - Delhi NCR, Bengaluruwere closely engaged with the
gobal.The @vemment intention Bhopal, Shillong and Coimbator®©NDC team to better understand
is not to get into business but crean 29" April 2022. It is to be not- the proposed model and remained
ate standards through the Opeerd thathe launk of the pl&form committed to the gvemments
Network for Digital Commerce comes after Competition Com-vision of digitizing kiranas, local
(ONDC) that it expects will be mission of India (CCl) searchedtores and creating opportunities
adopted by the global e-commercdomestic sellers of Amazon andbr businesses across Bharat by sim-

ecosystem. some of Walmat's Hipkat fol- plifying tebnology adoption to
ONDC is expected to digi- lowing accusations of competitiornelp local stores and businesses
tise the entire value chain, standdew violdions contribute to Bharat becoming a

dise operations, promote inclusion  The government plans to roll$5 trillion economm Amazn sgs
of suppliers, derive efficiencies imut ONDC for the public in 100 that they are closely engaging with
logistics and enhance value for coadian cities by Diwali to providethe ONDC team to better under-
sumes. \hen a poject is made millions of kirana stores and constand the proposed model and
open-source, it is available for freeumers an alternative to multinaevaluate the role Amazon can play
for others to use and redistributetional plaforms subh asAmaon to better sar Indian customsr
Consumers can log in and sear@nd Flipkart. and sellex:
for products or setices and based The two large multinational In the last quarter of 2020, the
on their location they will be ableplayers Amazon and Flipcart cone-commerce order volume in our
to access a list of sellers, along wittolled more than half of the coun-country increased by 36 per cent
product details and price. The platry’s e-commee tadelimiting ac- and the largest beneficiaries were
form will suppar payment gte- cess to the market, giving preferetthe personal care, beauty and well-
ways and will also offer deliveryial treatment to some sellers andess segments, says IBEF report.
and lajistics seicesDynamic pric- squeeing supplier mginsThetwo  The Bhartiya e-commerce market
ing, inventory management andlobal giants poured a combined expected to grow to USD 200
optimisation of delivery cost areb24 billion into Bharat and capturethillion by 2026. According to
the three important things in80% of the online retail market witta 2021 report by Bain & Compa-
ONDC which will help reduce theaggesste discounts andgmotion ny, India is home to theosld’s
cost of doing business for everyef prefered selles. fourth largest retail market in the
body,induding etailes. With ONDC, the govern- world, pegged @ around $810 Bil-
On the pl&#form,eSamdag, mentaims to help smaller businesken. An Inc42 report said that the
ERP player Gofrugal, digital busies and reduce the domination cddressable ecommerce market in
ness plform for enteprise lusi- giants sut asAmazon andWal- the country is expected to reach the
ness Digiit, and digital marketingnart-Flipkart. The exploitation of$200 Bn mark by 2026. ONDC
outfit Growth Falcon, will work the e-commerce business hasill surely boost swadeshi indus-
with selles on the pp, while Ry- reached to an extent that lakhs dfies, entrepreneurship and gener-
tm will be on the buyers’ side. shops have been forced to closate employment with growth in
About 20 entities have con-by unethical business practices 88MCG sector by allowing level
tributed a total of Rs 255 croree-tailers in Bharat. Our country haglaying field to even medium and
into the ONDC equityThese in- a fast-growing $1 trillion retailmarginal industries scattered all

clude NPCI and Punjab Nationamarket, but the market is fragover the county. qq
Bank (Rs 25 crore each); Kotaknented.Curentl, thee ae over Vinod Johri: Sah VicharVibhagPramukh,
Mahindra Bank (Rs 20 crore); Bark,000 small and big e-commerce Swadeshi Jagran Manch, Delhi Prant

SADESTIRATRIKA .



HISTORY

Mewar as the Locus of Guhila S tate (Part-I)

The Guhil
lineages ha
appeaed an
dominated a lage
part of Rajastha
during the Earl

History proves th
the Guhilas o
Mewar (Souther
Rajasthan
successfully carv
out a full fledge
state in Mewa|
between the ten
and thirteent
centuy.

Prof. Nandini
Kapur Sinha

32

he Guhilas ofChdsu initialy stated their political caer in the &a of Tonk

in the segenth centwy. They seem to h@ etended their pger up to the
area of Chdsu nearalpur ly the tenth centyr Their gowing teritorial xpanse
and political power is evident from prestigious claims made in the Chatsu inscrip-
tion of Guhila ruler Baladitya (tenth century). They laid claims to the status of
Brahmaksatranvita and to the lineage of Guhilavamsa. Baladitya took pride in his
overlords, the Gurjara Rtstras who controlled eastern and southern Rajasthan
till the tenth centyr Vet their subatinde political stas as allies dhe Petihaas
was no deteent to their pestigious social linges They consolid@d their pov-
er in eastern Rajasthan thitoawatrimonial alliances with contemporary Paramara
and Cahamandiefly familiesHoweer, it is impotant tha no recod of this
Guhila Bimily gpeas bgond the tenth centurlt seems thathe Gubhilas of
Chatsu had been integrated into the growing dimgd the Cédhamanas of
Sakambharilwo held major p&s of eastar Rajasthanythe lte tenth centuyt

The Guhilas of Unstra

Memorial Stone Inscriptions of 1179-80 and of 1190 at an ancient Jain
temple aUnsti& sugest the xistence ofa po&et d Guhila paver in this arid
tract of Marwar. The inscriptionsecod the deths of RanaTihungala’and
Rana Moticevara, both of the Guhilautra (Guhila) lineage. The Inscription of
1179-80 alsaecods tha RanaTihunaalas wives Palhanade (of the Bodana
lineaye) and Matade became $a” Rana Motitaras wik, Raji of the Mohili
lineage, also became a sati.”

The title of rAna and the limited territorial control of the Guhila dfiefs
Unstrasugyest thathey seved in the gaacity ofsubodinae allies and pbably
died fighting for the cause of an overlord.” The overlord could be a Nadol
Cahamana ruler as an inscription of King Samanta Simhadeva of 1202 is found
at a nearby site at Bali, Bamnera The presence of Bodana and Mohili Rajputs also
suggests thUnstia was a pdrof the Cahamana steof Nadol as Bodana and
Mohili are the two subdivisions of the Cahaméana clan. Unlike the contemporary
Nagda Ahada Guhilas, the Guhila ranas of Unstra made no claim to exalted
origin. They simply referred ttiemselves as Guhila.” This may have been in
keeping with their subdinae staus

The Guhilas of Bagodia

A Bagodia Tirthamba Inscription of 1054 points to the existence of chiefly
Guhila families at Bagodia, near Jodhpur (Marwar). It is adsocsiah stone
inscription: it refers to the death of one Dhalavana, son of Alaja Vichari, a Gu-
hilgoutra, Its recoding of the constuction of a deali(temple)further sugests
the association of the Guhilas with this area.

The Guhilas of Nadol
A Guhila base of power at Naduladagika, Nadol (Pali district) is evident
from the ddvaji AinTemple Inscription ofhe Reign ofNadol CahamanaikRr,
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) The pogenitor ofthe family, inscription of the time of Rastrak(ta
The Guhilas of Uri Sahara is simply referred to admoghavarsa of 866 and Karhad
Négda—Ahada not a Sri Guhila. Thus the Guhilas oPlates of Krsna Il of 959) could
) Mangrol seem to have been intarot therefore, effectively interrupt
only consolidated  grated into Caulukyan polity othe political career of the Nagda-
i i i Guijarat tlhough a system of distri-Ahada Guhilas
their power in their
. bution of roles and seices eident The Guhilas of Nagda-Aha-
base region but also in such administrative titles as nayda not only consolidated their
territoria"y ka of Saurashtra. However, thpower in their base region but also
integrated the central absence of any other claim indicatésrritorially integrated the central
that the Guhilas of Mangrol enjoyegart of the Mewar hills and possi-
part of the Mewar territorial and political power onlybly touched the northern Mahi ba-
. . within Saurashtra. The limited posin For this we hae a cicumstan-
hills and pOSSIny litical power is also evident frontial evidence: the total disappear-
touched the northern the political ranking of Guhila Millaance of the Guhila house of
: : ka in theThakkua caéegory.” Kipkindha after the eighth centu-
Mahi basin. The Guhil ¢ Naada-Ah ry. The Nagda-Ahada house might
€ (l; Itast Of ag t".’l' 3" have expanded southwards at the
Maharajaputra Rayapélade\%a an sTa etho[rrrrl]qtlon Itnh expense of the Kipkindha Guhil-
(1137-8) and frorthe Adinath e\;valr, enth-thirteen as It is equajl signifcant to nog¢
Temple Inscriptions othe same centuries . . that, of all the Guhilas of south-
It was the Guhila family of

Guhila aiamily. Both inscriptions Nagda-Ahada which appears to bE;rn Rajasthan, it is only the Guhila

from rgfﬁﬁf i(:]fcgr:?enSf’low:rrse&redly connected with the rise o ?ﬁssisoécﬁ'aﬁggf cobordiatos of e
’ ) ‘a state. It is with the history of th|§3 oA . .
etc., by Thakkura Rajadeva, son ratiharas in Mewar along with a

Pa(mil that we shall be concerne . . N
Udharana of the Guhila limeage. %he imperial Patihams held Small ruling family of the Céaha-
The donations were granted frong, .. sway over southern Rajasth manasat Pratapgarh in district

Nadmgdagika, In addition, thqnthe ninth century but their Con?@hittaurgarh bord.ering Mandasaur

rants included parts of the dutie ” : upper Banas plain) in tenth centu-
i " ' finuous military campaigns kep There is o trace ofthe Guhilas
levied on pack oxen going 10 ang iin4ra Bhoja 1 (836-92) occ Y

42-6), the only epigraphical record
om Mewar dating to the reign of
i i Pratihara Mahendrapala Il. This ex-
nnexation of southern Rajasthapnsion of Nagda-Ahada Guhila
by the Pratiharas in the perioderitory was achieved through mil-
The Guhilas of Mangrol Like their contemporary neighiay superiorityn fact,grants made
The Sobhadi Vo Stone Inbours, the Nagda-Ahada Guhilagy ghartrpatta Il at Pratapgarh in-
scription of 1146 takes us to &re likely to have acknowledgegicate that the Nagda-Ahada Gu-
Guhila centre of power outsidePratihara supremacy over northergjjas held some territorial claim in
Rajasthan: Méangrol, in Saurashtiidia. But such acknowledgementhe southern part (Pratapgarh) of
The genealogical list in the inscrighust have been temporary in thethe upper Banas plain before 950.
tion eul@ises Guhila Sahajig case as apparent from the declineThe title of maharajadhiraja for
sons as protectors (military officialg)f the Pratihdra power in southeryhila Bhartrpatta (11) in the Pratap-
of Saurashtra. In the same gene@ajasthanythe mid-tenth centyr - garh records (as against the title of
logical line, the contemporary GuThe presence of Pratihara reprghupo or mahasamantas for the
hila Mulaka bears the title of naysentatives at the strategic fortress glahamanas” of Pratapgarh) is sig-
ka (chief) of Saurashtra. Chittaur (as is evident frdhe Sirur nificant in this respect. aq
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Rajadeva is described as holdiqg Gauda in the east. and with th
Naduladagika'.” Both these Charterﬁastrakijtas of Decc’:an for mo';%

suggest the position ofhe Guhila ¢ his reign.” There was no direc
family as subordinates of the Cay
haméanas of Nadol.
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SJIM Hails ED’ s Action Against Thg attached proper?ies_ inclu_de _Ianq and_facto—
. ry building of Amway & Dindigul district inTamil
Amway India : Nadu, Plant and Machineries, vehicles, bank accounts,

and fxed deosits said the gengy, in a steement.

The attached properties include Rs 411.83 crore
immovable assets and bank balances of Rs 345.94 crore
from 36 diferent accounts belongingAmway.

A money-laundering investigation by the ED re-
vealed that Amway is running a pyramid fraud in the
guise of direct selling multi-level marketing network.

“It is obsered tha the prices ofmost of the
products offered by the company are exorbitant as
compared to the alternative popular products of re-
puted maanfactuers availdle in the open mket;

288 said the ED
Swadeshi Jagran Manch (SJM) has welcomed theThe federal agency accused that the common
Enforcement Diectoetes (ED) action gainstAm-  gullible public is induced to join as members of the
way India Enterprises Private Limited, a company@mnpany and purchase products at exorbitant prices
cused of running a multi-level marketing scam, amdl ae thus losing their ldveaned mong.
has demanded a probe by the central investigative “The new members are not buying the prod-
agencies against all such institutions or companies whith to use them but to become rich by becoming
are working to “rob innocent people” by luring themembes as shecased Y the upline membeReal-
with more income. ity is that the commissions received by the upline

The forum has also demanded strict action agamsimbes contrilute enomousy to the hik of pric-
the culprits osud cases es ofthe poducts’ said the ED

While welcoming EB¥ action gainstAmway It is obseved thathe compay has collected an
for “running a pyramid fraud schemes under the guaseount of Rs 27,562 crore from its business opera-
of Direct Selling Multi-Level Marketing Networkt{ions from 2002-03 to 2021-22. Out of this, the com-
SJM, issued a statement saying that there is a nqaahip has paid a commission of Rs 7588 Crore to its
create a regulatory framework for such Multi-ledédtributors and members in India and in the USA
marketing (MLM) companies to strongly prevedtiring Financidfear 2002-2003 to 2020-21.
fraudulent @actices “The entire focus of the company is about prop-

SJM claimed that there are several more Milgating how members can become rich by becoming
companies which have been selling their productmambes. There is no écus on the ducts Prod-
exorbitant prices by “looting innocent citizens” andtts are used to masquerade this MLM Pyramid fraud
by “luring them to earn handsome incomes” in Ind&s a dict selling compgyi said the ED
“When those in the net of these companies start lur- Amway has brought Rs 21.39 crores as share
ing their friends and acquaintaptesdain stasls”  capital in India in 1996-97 till Finandfahr 2020-21,
SJM added. said the EDit added,“the compawg has emitted the

SJM, in the statement, cited a report publisfedye amount of Rs 2,859.10 crore in the name of
by the fedeal Trade Commission thatudied the dividend, royalty and other payments to their inves-
business models of 350 MLM companies, saying theg and parent entities”.

99 per cent of people involved in MLM businesses Britt Worldwide India Pvigte Limited and Net-
lose mong work Twenty One Pvige Limited also pyad a ma-

“The business model may be there, but for tfge role inpromoting the pyramid scheme of Amway
gullible, it is causing a definite loss rather than arbineonducting seminars for joining members under the

come oppdaunity” the steement ead. guise of sale of goods by the enrolment of members
On April 18, the ED attached assets worth Rsthe dain systensaid the Cerdt geng.”
757.77 @re belonging t&mway. The promoters are conducting mega conven-
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tions and flaunted their lavish lifestyle and used social “We want to pomote our an domestic in-
media to lug gullibe investos,” the ED adled. dustry,” SIM saidOur automobile indusgrcan nav
https://www.Iatestly.com/agency-news/md|a-news»swadesh|-Jagran-manch-hggz-sesc;sg-‘im(lan-a?fbmrﬁvé:t@mand |S dOIng We”n

https://www.asiafinancial.com/india-warns-rules-still-apply-to-an-elon-musk-owned-twitter

India Warns Rules S till Apply to Tesla loses $126 billion in value

amid Musk T witter deal funding
concern

an Elon Musk-Owned T witter

Tesla Inc lost $126 billion ialve onTuesds
amid investor concerns that Chief Executive Elon
Musk may have to sell shares to fund his $21 billion
equity contribtion to his $44 billionuyout of Twit-
ter Inc.

Tesla is not wolved in theTwitter dealyet its
shares have been targeted by speculators after Musk

I I declined to disclose publicly where his cash for the

India has warned Elon Musk that it will contirRcquisition is comingoim. The 12.2% dp in Tes-
ue to demand checks on users and content whtshaes oriTuesdg equéed to a $21 billiondp in

the Tesla billionadr tales aer Twitter the \alue ofhisTesla stakthe same as the $21 billion

A change in ownership would make no diffeit cash he committed to tfieitter deal.
enceRaje® Chandasekhaindias junior ministerof Wedhush Securities apsil Daniel les said tha
electonics and témolagy saidwhen askd dout Worries about upcoming stock sales by Musk and the
Musks pomise to uphold &e speédr possibility thhe is becoming diatted ki Twitter

“Our safety and trust expectations in law aM@ighed on &sla shas “This (is) causing a bees£
rules equie all intemediaries to do due déigce tival on the namiehe said.
about its users and content to qualify to be an inter- Tesla did not immededy respond to aequest
mediay,” he said. for comment.

Indian goernment officials said last year social T0 be sug, Tesle shae plung camegainst a
media pldorms mg no longr be eligile to seek challenging b&drop for mary tedinology-related
liability ekemptions as interediaries or the hosts ofStoks The Nasdaglesed &its lovest leel since
user content if they failed to comply with local infdpecember 2020 ofuesdy, as ivestos worried

mation and teknology lavs about slaving dobal gowth and moe agessre
Laws that took effect last year make social ff&€ hiles fom the US Fedeal Reseve.

moval of posts and require them to give details@{cl0Se at $49.68 even though Musk agreed to buy it
the origintors of messges The companiesust also ON Monday for $54.20 per share in cash. The widen-
have mebanismsdr adiressing gevances ing spread reflects investor concern that the precipi-

The vaming onTwitter comes as Musices Sl = R
contirued obstdes in sellingesla carin India. - )
NitinGadkari|ndias transpot ministersaid on
Tuesdwg tha Tesla s velcome to set up shop in thell|
country although “making in China and selling her . T
not a good proposition”. o
Some opposition tdesla comesdm an Indi-
an nationalist group close to the ruling party hea
by Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
Swadeshi Jagran Manch said it was oppose
Tesla gtting tarif cuts
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tous debine inTesla shaes from which Musk de- of the méer.
rives the majority of his $239 billion fortune, could Offline traders and small online sellers have long
lead the wrld's ridhest peson to hae second thoughts complained about these issues to the government and

about theTwitter deal. the eguldor.

“If Teslas shae price contimes toemain in fee- Legal experts are of the view that raids are the
fall tha will jeopadize his ihancing’ said @QNDA first instance where CCI is probing a case involving
senior market analyst Ed Moya. ‘vertical agreements’.

As pat of theTesla deaMusk also took out a Vertical @reements arthose Wweie a lage plyer
$12.5 billion main loan tied to hiseEla stdc He (in this case, an ecommerce company) enters into ex-
had alead borowed aainst dout halfof hisTesla clusive deals with select vendors giving them prefer-
shaes ence ger the other

University of Maryland professor David Kir-  Earlier, the competition watchdog has investi-
sch, whose research focuses on innovation and eigaiged allegations relating to abuse of market position
preneuship said inestos stated to vorry dout a or tha of catels
“cascade ofmagin calls’on Musls loans “This is the first search and seizure which has
D mearmasenawio1 113500 emeanon AP PEITEd in relation to a vertical agreement falling
under section 3(4) afieAct,” said GR Bhaa, head
CCl raids top sellers of Amazon, of competition ha, L&L partners.

other et ailers Earlier in 2020, CCI had begun investigations

into allegations of antitrust practices at both Amazon
India and Kpkat, the county’s lagest online mar
ketplacesThis vas in esponse to strident complaints
from offline retail traders, who have accused the two
ecommerce giants of fostering close relations with
so-called ‘alpha sellers’ that are responsible for a sig-
nificant tiunk of delveries on these plarms

People briefed on the matter said the probe con-
ducted by CCl officials on Thursday was across ecom-
meice frms hut Appario Rtail and Cloudtailathe
two biggest entities inlich theAmerican ecommes
giant Amazon directly owns a stake.

Amazon India, Cloudtail, Appario Retail, and

Officials from the Compéibn Commission of _. : . :
India (CCI) searched the offices of some of the COEHpkart did not eply to ETS email queries on the

: ) : development. A spokesperson for Meesho said the
rys Iage_stonllne sellsmctudmg theAmaZJn_—aned company has not received any communication from
Cloudtail as well as Appario Retail, a joint ventldfel “We opeste a pue play maketplace agquied
entity between the American online giant and the %%tdér the FDI ecommerce regulations in India.”

ni group mulltiple peopleveare O_f _the mater told The Conédeation of All IndiaTrades (CAIT),
ET. The antitust eguldor also visited some d)lﬁg which has been complaining against foreign etailers
alpha seIIerof_ Walmat-owned F_Hpkatt and social like Amaon andWalmat-owned Fipkat, said the
commece major Meeshthey said. _ raids were ‘much awaited’ and a welcome step from
The raids were in relation to complaints abgys cc| which will “vindicate the substance of vari-
the anticompetitive measures being adopted by thﬁﬁecomplaints made by the CAIT". Praveen Khan-
sellers that move large order volumes for the gié@f/val, secetay geneal of CAIT, said,“Since the
ecommese companies _ past three years, the CAIT has been raising strong
~ “CClis probing allegations of all sellers not rghjections against malpractices of Amazon and Flip-
ceving equal &ament fom ecommee pl&orms  kart and filed complaints with CCI beside strongly

and that (online marketplaces) enter into vertical agfigeting delaying tactics of Amazon and Flipkart in
ments with select seiraccoding D people@ware various courts as well”.
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Sevwicesa joint entue betveen Inbsys bunder NR
Narayana Muthy-ba&ed Cé&amaan Ventues and
Amaon - - has plaed a criticalale inAmaan's ear
ly success in India. Appario Retail, which is a sub
iary of Frontizo Business Sgces — a JV bebden
Amazn and the &ni goup has also engad as
one ofthe lagest selleron the pltdorm. CAIT adl- s
ed in its stement theMurthy's ole in Cloudtail should Ll :
be pobed too My § 3
The Jeff Bezos-led Amazon is now buying 108#4d as potein and naral ingedients
stake in Cloudtail, and the deal has been cleared by CCIThe suvey also mads it tear thaonly one in
hnps;//m.econommnmes,com/tech/technology/cc|-conducts-r:;ﬁ:l-:;;r:v%f;jg&sce#:/rstwtjtallﬁ:tﬂgns SUTE}Ed Suppdra star amg SyStem
proposed by FSSAI, while eight per cent claimed that

70% Indians favour ‘warning “none of the above is needed, packaged food prod-
sign’ on packaged food, 8% say ucts must continue to be sold without any warnings
no sign needed: survey or signs On the other hand®9 per cent ofespon-

dents have also said that “there should be a green or

— especial| pakeged and pcessedobd over the  rgq sign.

last two decades — leading to an adverse effect on pespjte the criticism from consumer activist

results in increased obesity as well as conditionsi§ikgs and berags Consumer asfist goups ae
diabetes and heart disease. _ concerned that such a system can be easily manipulat-
LocalCircles, after taking cognizance of suchdg-py the indusy, compomising pulic health and

sues and conducting aeyrwith over 11,0006~ haye also written a warning letter to the Ministry of
spondents in 382 districts of India, found out thafeath and &mily Welfare.

seven out of 10 Indians are in favour of a “red warn-  Among the espondents ofhis suvey,61 per

ing sign” on packaged food containing high fat, s4gnt were men while 39 per cent were women.

ar, and salt._ o ) Around 41 per cent of respondents were from tier
LocalCircles, inits report, also stated, “nearly & districts, 33 per cent were from tier two dis-

million people in India die from NCDs every yegicts and 26 per cent were from tier three, four and
out of total deaths of about nine million.” Interesty, a1 districts

ingly, accoding to theWorld Obesity Edegtion's As per the swey,one of the solutions to ad-
prediction more t_han 27 million children in India m@yYess this fast-growing problem is to introduce regu-
suffer from obesity by 2030. lations to help consunemalk informed toices as

The eport further adled tha“supemakets in - pepple should be able to distinguish between pack-

India, as vell as e-commeg pléforms ae selling aged and processed foods and the one that contains a
hundeds ofvarieties ofpakaged bod poducts A high amount of salt, sugar, and fat content.
paCk Of frult Julce, per se, typlca”y haS Up to 37 te@ps://www.businesstoday.in/latest/trends/story/70-indians-favour-warning-sign-on-packaged-food-8-say-no-sign-

. . needed-survey-330797-2022-04-22/
spoons of more sugar in a litre than even carbonated

drinks accoding to a stugl” Give ‘warning’ label, not health

Interestindy, the Food Sadéty and Standds r ratin n iunk f
Authority of India (FSSAI) has already proposed a star rating on ju ood

plan to introduce Health Star Rating (HSR) for paclp-aCkageS: Expert s tell to FSSAI

aged food products, which would rate foods on a The government should issue a ‘warning’ label
five-star scale based actbs sub as engyy,sdu- on packaged junk foods instead of health star ratings
rated fat, sodium, total sugar, and healthier aspastthg ae misleading and doing mdram to cus-
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June 2021, stakeholder consultations were held on the
labelling design to be adopted, thresholds to made
applicable and nutrients to be displayed. CSE has
documented all dgkand dilutions untilide 2021,

the organisation alleged in a statement.

The ldest consultaon took place in dbruary
during which it was made clear that FSSAI plans to
go ahead with the ‘Health Star Rating’.

“The sole objective of the stakeholder consulta-
tions, which were heavily dominated by the packaged
food industy, was to come up with gbklling sys-
= oy . SN tem, which is industy-friendy,” said Khuana,who
tomess than god,health gpeits said oMednesda was part of these consultations, adding that “all this

Health star rating is a labelling system that gradieiie, FSSAI has been insensitio the inbrmaion
padkaged bods on the scale ohe to ive stas. needs of the consumer”.

If the government is serious about the “epidem- He alleged that the statutory body also ignored
ic” of obesity and non-communicable diseases, tie global best practices and evidence around it.
consumer needs to be cautioned about junk foods “Instead,in an ochestated way, through the
through ‘warning’ labels, public health experts gatbientific panel and commissioned studies, it is now
ered & the ‘National Contave on Sustaibie Food getting ready to adopt a labelling system which is con-
Systems’, organized by the Centre for Science sidded least é¢ctive and ejected aoss the warld,’
Environment (CSE) in Nimli, Rajasthan, said. he said.

“Health star ratings are designed by the power- Health star ratings are depicted based on an al-
ful food industy to mislead the consumBy push- gorithm at the back-end, which is not known to con-
ing thesethe od Sadty and Standds Authority sumers, CSE said, adding that it is only adopted vol-
of India (FSSAI) will give license to glorify junk foodstarily in few countries such as Australia and New
which is the opposite ofha should be doneSuni- Zealand and only some food products carry it.
taNarain, director general, CSE, said while leading the It has been rejected in several other countries as
expert deliberation on the ‘Need for front-of-padkcan mislead the consumer and be easily manipulat-
warning labels on ultraprocessed junk foods’.  ed ty the indusiy, the CSE said.

The deliberations included about 50 experts from The proven best practice in front-of-pack label-
acioss the counyt induding AmitKhurana,pro-  ling is nutrient specific ‘warning’ labels, experts said.
gramme diector Sustainadle Food SystemsCSE; They have been simple and effective in discour-
George Cheriyan, director, CUTS International, Raging junk food consumption. Several Latin Ameri-
asthanyandana Risadcomnunity pediaician,Pub- can countries, Canada and Israel have already adopt-
lic Health Resource Network, Delhi; and Sanjay Pedivaming ldbels Mary other countries aconsider
dey, lead adisor, Global HealthAdvocay Incuba- ing them. Among them, the best known are symbol-
tor, India. based warning labels such as that of Israel.

Front-of-pack labelling on packaged foods was These will be most suitable for India, as it would
first recommended by an the FSSAI-led committeenscend the literature and language barriers, the CSE
formed in 2013. said.

“CSE was part of this committee. FSSAI then “We hae submitted our concesr to FSSAIlt
came up with a draft regulation in 2018, which haah’tallow a system that will effectively nudge the
strict thresholds — limits to know unhealthy levelcensumer to makunhealth dhoiceslt will mislead
based on those developed by the WHO for countrthe consumer because of its design, algorithm and
like India in the South-East Asia Region. inclusion of positive nutrients in the calculation. It can’t

“Due to industry pressure, FSSAI came up wiallov relaxed limits andoluntay adoptiori, Narain
another draft in 2019. The food industry was still reatid. aq
pleased and this draft was repealed. From Janudy/= e e o ages-experts-telto-tssailariclesnow/a0957356.0ms
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