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(E Letters

Stop GM Food from Entering my beloved India

| have read news itepublished that BJP Govt. will allow GM Foods i
INDIA. Please understand that There are some Evil Companies like Mon
which produces GM FOODS, SEEDS.

Their Hidden Obijective is to Control Food Supply and Produce F
Which Causes Diseases in Lomgrm (Thereby More Patients). GM Food
have been rejected in EUROPE. So What Next, They land up in INDIA to
Money.

EASTINDIA Company - which made us Slaw¥sreAlso Multinational
- MNCs -Armed and Had Bad Intentiond/e Should Never Fget History
There are No free Lunches....No Corporate Company will give me 100 rs
Free, because they know they will earn Rs. 400

WHY We are being FED ...GM FOODN?PHY GM Food is not LABELLED?

Agent Orange was manufactured for the U.S. Department of Def¢
primarily by Monsanto Corporation and Dow Chemiéalent Orange Killed,
Maimed 3 Million (30 LAKH) PEOPLE iVIETNAM during Vietham-USNar in
1970s. Dow is same Compamyhich killed Thousands of People in BHABP
GAS TRAGEDY - 1984. How can Monsanto be Good to India, When it Killed
Crippled or Maimed 3 MilliorVietnam people on Orders of US Govt.

GM FOODS are being introduced as a Part of Plan to DEPOPBL
Planet and Spread Disease.

These Companié¥antTo Control Seeds - Control FOOD SURPRIGovt.
is under pressure, because US Says So. Because Our GR®9 LOANS
from World Bank,Which never Gives anything Free. Sdiey Ask GovtTo
help them with entry or atleast so-calleelsting of GM Food.

REQUESTIoYOU

PleaséWake Up.Listen to your innekoice. Don't give up, just becaus
Modi Ji Tells Us. NAURAL /ORGANIC - Godsway of Farming is always
GOOD.

WHAT RESTOFWORLD is DOING :Europe has banned GM FOOD....
http://ecowatch.com/2015/10/05/european-union-ban-gmabstps://
www.organicconsumers.gfold_articles/gefood/countrieswithbans.php

DONT FALL IN PRESSURE of GOV.IDo whatYour Conscience Says.

JAIHIND.

— Karan Kaw, though emai
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Disclaimer

Quote-Unquote

SLook at D
"H@ faced several obstacles,
even insults. But he had the

strength & faced these ob-
EP4cles.

Narendra Modi
Prime Minister of Ingi

a
ence

or \
The purpose of religion is to
control yourself, not to criti-
cise others.

>

Dalai Lama
Spiritual Lead

h

=

D

In a country of our size and
complexity, a few supermen
or superwomen can’t
change the nation. We
.should engage and energise

the average citizens.

Azim Prem
Chairman, Wip

o

N
When Arvind Kejriwal start-
ed making publicity of his
simple ways, people started
talking about my own sim-
plicity. But | feel that simplici-
ty should not be for publicity.

the views

The views expressed within are those of the writers and do not necessarily represen

of Swadeshi Patrika. Swadeshi Patrika often present views that we do not entirely aﬂ

because they may still contain information which we think is valuable for our r

Manohar Parrikar

ree with, Defence Ministe

aders.
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Consequences of WTO's Nairobi fiasco

"However beautiful the strategy, you should occasionally look at the results."
— (Winston Chuchill)

Amongst claims and counter claims about the outcome of WTO meeting at Nairobi, Kenya
one thing is very clear that developing countries have had their way once again. WTO has now out
lived its utility for them. They have extracted what they wanted from the multilateral trade body
without yielding anything in return to poor and developing nations. Till they got what they wanted,
these deceitful developed nations pretended to offer moon to rest of the world. But alas that has
proved to be a mirage. Not that people did not understand the dubious tactic of the western world,
In fact Swadeshi Jagaran Manch and likes were constantly warning poor and developing world to
be cautious and not to make any unilateral concessions in haste. But the governments and negoti-
ating teams of these countries were entrapped into an imaginative make believe world willingly/
unwillingly. Corruption, lobbying, allurement and blackmail may have played some role, but that
does not take away the responsibility of the decisions taken. Hence it is these developing countries
that are to be blamed for walking into the trap almost enthusiasti¢éli®), we must remember
is mandated to "practice of decision-making by consensus followed undér 83¥%7(1). Except
as otherwise provided, where a decision cannot be arrived at by consensus, the matter shall be
decided by voting"Add to it the fact that at meetings of the Ministerial Conference, the highest
decision making forum of WTO, and the General Council, each Member has one vote. This effec-
tively means that handful of resourceful developed countries cannot force their opinion on unwill-
ing majority Seen in this background performance of developing countries including that of India
at Nairobi Ministerial meeting will be remembered as a disaBtarIndia it is much more than a
blow because of the admirable precedence set by Late Murasoli Maran in past. Tragedy of Nairobi
is not limited to the open red flagging of DOHA Developmental Round (DDA) by rich countries, as
DDA can still be salvaged. Unfortunate is the fact that Indian team failed to built on the firm stand
they took last time when this government soon after assuming office demonstrated its determina-
tion to ensure a permanent solution to India's food security issues. It wagust 2014 that
Narendra Modi government allowed to lapse the July 31, 2014 deadline for the Trade Facilitation
Agreement (TR) and efectively conveyed to US-EU combine that without agreeing to safeguard
food interests, India cannot agree to a treaty aimed at maximising rich countries' exports. That
advantage was not only surrendered in Nairobi, but new grounds were also conceded unilaterally
without asking for quid pro quo even after accepting that the decision reached at the 2013 Bali
Ministerial Declaration was wrong. Neither could the government ensure concurrence on Special
Safeguard Mechanism (SSM) to protect the interests of poor farmers. SSM, if agreed upon by the
WTO member countries, would have allowed the developing countries to temporarily hike duties
to counter import surges and price falls of farm items. Inability to persuade members for any
concrete commitments on SSM other than just a ‘'work programme' practically means that the
decision on SSM is indefinitely postponédiding to embarrassment is the opening in the Nairobi
Ministerial Declaration for 'new' issues of developed country interest. In future U.S. and European
Union will now push for newer elements to be included into the WTO agenda and the poor and
emerging economies will be forced to grant greater market access and likewise. It is absolutely
clear that collapsing of talks would have been a better option as compared to what experts' term as
"collapsing of the economies of underdeveloped countries”, One of the more concrete agreements
at Nairobi, the reduction of export subsidies, also does not help India. "Completely eliminating
export subsidies by 2023 will further aggravate the crisis" caution exists. Commerce Minister has
already started process of discussing ways to do away with support to farmer's in the name of
phasing out export subsidieBhe lessons are cleaivhile negotiators from the developed coun-
tries came fully prepared to defend their strategic aims, India has faltered again. It is high time to
accept the reality and prepare a new strategy to minimise the damage and reverse the negative
impact. Involving all stakeholders and developing countries will also be required. There is no place
for overconfidence or complacency
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Organic farming; the way forward to

‘Green Revolution
with high input us

has reached
plateau and is no
sustained wit
diminishing eturn
of falling dividends
Also th
agrochemical
produced fom fossi
fuels which ae
diminishing in
availability will cost
heavily on ou
foreign exchange i
future, explain
Ajey Bharti.

eradicate hunger and sickness

- P = £

kim is now the first fully organic state of India. Though the state attained

e status in December 2015, Prime Minister Narendra Modi made the of
ial announcement during his maiden visit to tteerstznty. With this

news oganic iming and its futeris bak in the bcus There was a timenot

until recenty, when oganic &iiming vas ridiculed and itas said thighe ony

people who think it can feed the world are delusional hippies, hysterical moms,
and self-righteousganic irmeis. But tha is not the case wmore. Wth Clima-

ic dang and tpbal varming wedking haoc aound the wrld and incidence

of life style disease increasing multi-fold, people in general and experts in partic-
ular ae looking ér altendives

An increasing amber ofscientists andpetts ae looking Borganic &im-
ing to ensure chemical free food. It is because of this renewed interest that the
myth @out oganic &uming tha it cannot éed the warld, and thawe nust el
on industrialied conentional &ming if we ae to fed our gowing populton,
stands exploded.

Now, a faily lage and eer inceasing amber of agribusiness »ecutves
agricultural and ecological scientists, and international agriculture experts believe
tha a lage-scale shift to ganic A&ming wuld not ony incease the ovid's
food supp}, but might be the oplway to endicée hungr.

It is not just a theoretical belief or idealist preaching but well researched
evidence that is available to debunk this long-standing and consciously created
palalde Reseashers hae nav confrmed viha organic firmels aobund the wrld
have knavn for centuriesOrganic arming methods va nedy the same yield
as pesticide-intensive conventional methods, plus, organic produce garners up to

twice the revenue.
SWAES A PATRIKA
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Hence the news about Sikkin
becoming the first state in India tq [
have transbrmed fuly into an or |
ganic stee is combrting Sikkim,
The landlocked state in Easter
India has done what many othg

Organic
farmers do not
use pesticidep

states could not. With a populatio & synthetic
of around six lakhs and no train o -
commercial flight connectivity il fertilizers.

date, managed to succeed in its m| =
sion overcoming all the obstas :
Around 12 gas @o,in 2003the Unfortunéely, no one had studies in North America and Eu-
then Pawan Chamling led goverrever systematically analyzed whettope, Per Pinstrup Andersen (a
ment took this decision through ear in fact a widespread shift to or€ornell professor and winner of
declaration in the legislative assermganic Arming would un up g@ainst the World Food Priz) and col-
bly.And the jouney bagan. a shortage of nutrients and a ladkagues recently concluded that or-

Over the years around 75000f yields-untilecenty. ganic yields were about 80 percent
hectares of land has been convert- Accoding to theNorldwach of corventional yield&\nd mary
ed into ceified oganic irms DI-  Institute that works to accelerate thstudies show an even narrower
lowing the guidelines as prescribddansition to a sustainable worldjap.Reviewing 154 gwing sea-
by National Programme for Or-that meets human needs, “There asons’ worth of data on various
ganic Production. actually myriad studies froncrops grown on rain-fed and irri-

Organic aimers do not use around the world showing thatgated land in the United States,
pesticides, synthetic fertilizers, amatganic firms can pyduce bout  University of California-Davis ag-
other tools that have become syras much, and in some settingscultural scientist Bill Liebhardt
onymous with high-yield agriculimuch more, than conventionafound that organic corn yields were
ture. They instead, depend on raisarms Whetle thee is a yieldap, 94 percent of conventional yields,
ing animals for manure, growingt tends to be widest in wealthyrganic wheat yields were 97 per-
beans, clover, or other nitrogennaions where farmers use copi- cent, and organic soybean yields
fixing legumes, or making compostus amounts of synthetic fertilizwere 94 percent. Organic tomatoes
and other sources of fertilizer thaers and pesticides in a perenniahowed no yield differente
cannot be manufactured in attempt to maximig yieldslt is Dr. EricaWohldmann,an
chemical plant but are insteatfue tha farmeis corverting to Associate Professor at California
grown on land. They use methodsrganic production often encoun-Stde Uniersity writes in an #icle
like rotating crops to help controlter lower yields in the first few yearsitled ‘Organic arming Can €ed
pest/insect ppblems Tha results as the soil and surrounding biodithe World, Reseashers Confrm’
in less pollution, fewer abusedersity recover from years of as- “Sustainable food advocates
farm animalsand &wer cacino- sault with bemicalsAnd it mg are very enthusiastic about the lat-
genic residues on our vegetableéske seeral seasongff famelis to  est fndings and @proprigely so
and fuits refine the new approach............. After all,a 2006 L& Geolgical

In recent gas,organic ime- More up-to-date research reSuwvey found tha more than 90%
ing has @racted ne scutiny, not  futes these gumentsFor exam- of all rivers and streams tested pos-
just from critics who fear that aple, a recent study by scientists #itve for agricultural chemicals, with
large-scale shift in its directiorthe Research Institute for Organiecnost of those containing 10 or
would cause billions to starbut  Agriculture in Switzerland showednore diferent compoundsMore
also fom famers and deelop- tha organic firms were ony 20 than 850,000 people living on or
ment agencies who actually suspgarcent less productive than comear cowentional &rms bahe in
that such a shift could better satissentional plots over a 21-year peand drink well and aquifer water that
fy hungy populéions riod. Looking at more than 200is contaminated with unsafe levels
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PM Narendra Modi bat s for organic farming

Names two orchid varieties, also pitches for creating farming
ented mobile phone apps, online mandis, etc.

7 ' |'
fil e’ | e N a’\

Citing the successful example of Sikkim, Prime Minister Narendra
batted for expansion of organic farming across the country as part of
to transform the agriculture sector entailing better remuneration for the
ers.Addressing a conferenceAdriculture Ministers of states in Gangt
he also pitched for creating farming-oriented mobile phone apps,
mandis and value addition to farming while talking about the benefits

As a means of financial security to farmers who suffer due to v

into three equal parts — regular farming involving crop production, g
ing of trees for economically-valuable timber and animal husbandry
He said timber and animal husbandry products could act as fa

“helplessness”To address the problem of fruit wastage, he said h¢
asked the companies producing aerated drinks to mix 5 per cent of fru
in these products so that the farmers don’t suffer financial losses.

“If we see farmers, agriculture and villages in pieces, then the cq
will not benefit.We have to see agriculture in a holistic marirtae Prime

state, he said Sikkim is scaling new heights of development while ke
environment protected. PM named two Orchid varieties developed in S
Cymbidium Sardar & ycaste Deendayal. Sikkim CM named the 3rd
Cymbidium Namo. In this context, he referred to the organic farming wh

block orTaluka, comprising about 100-150 villages, strategically (igauaic
farming) and try it.
“If the experiment succeeds, farmers in other places will follow

scientists...For them, seeing is believingsking the states to decide
which direction to proceed, Modi suggested that they should not di
aged by opposition.

“When the idea of organic farming would have been shared ¢
decade ago (in Sikkim) | am sure people would have opposed th
farmers in Sikkim did not give up...For over a decade, they stuck to th
not a small thing. Sikkim has shown the way and what we are seeing

recently-announced Crop Insurance Scheme and the Soil Health Cayd

Minister said, adding he had come here Wighiculture Ministers of all thg _ A
states to discuss how to transform Insliagriculture. Referring to the hst ecutives — If you see value in biodi-

their own. Farmers may not be influenced by any amount of lectules

of nitrates Agricultural ciemicals
are even found in human breast

orimilk. The public knows that pesti-
cides and herbicides are not healthy
for our bodies or our planet.

So who isn’t excited about
these findings? The chemical man-
ufacturers, of course, and others
who support and promote conven-
tional aiming sud as Monsanto
Cargill, an®yngenta. The UNa-
tional iMmers Unionthe American
Farm Burau,and theAmerican
Soybean Association. The Bill and
Melinda Gtes Funddion, The

ModRockefeller undaion, USAID,
effoslsd even NASA has gotten in-
farisived in the debate about how to
;'r‘l*”f%ed the world. They all want you
. tIE believe that agribusiness, indus-
trial manufacturers and producers
ariek food and &ming tiemicals and

—

a
of weatherModi suggested that they should divide their farming acti\fitiei§)a'[emed seeds, are the only ones

romwho can stave off the impending
famine that is sure to come if we
Ibalgten to environmentalists”.

options in case the crop fails and the farmer would not face the situafion of She ges futher to ste, “Sq

* hafdten uplf you like to drink tean
UU8ter, eat healthy and pesticide-
free, non-GMO food — If you like

untry” . . -

the idea of supporting families and
L, farmers moe than cquorae &-
epivigrsity trees and other animals —
ikkifnwant to bequeath a healthy plan-
onet to our future generations — Then

ichy&u need to make exposing the lies

a success story in Sikkim and appealed to other states: “Select a distfict g %gribusinessqur top priority

Organic &iiming is @ining
opularity in India alscEven an

?sociation called The Organic
in Farming Assocition of India
coPFAIl) was set up to pmote

organic aiming lobby with gv-
veremnment agencies and departments
5. Botpay more attention to sustain-
5. ltd¥e ayriculture,and assisafmers
to4@ing chemicals and pesticides to

t off

is the result of tremendous hardwork and belief in an idea,” he gaid.

convert successfully to organic

8
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farming methods

While the association has for
mulated programmes to assist o
ganic imers with oganic cetifi-
cation and also participates fully i
the Participatory Guarantee Syste
(PGS) of organic certification de
signed mostly for small and mal
ginal mess, it has steadstty re-

sisted becoming an agency for the

procurement and distribution of
organic produce. It prefers inste
to promote and support individu-

als, communities, NGOs and net}

works who are in the business d
organic maketing

What is organic farming?

Organic airming system in
India is not ne. It is being &l-
lowed from time immemorial in
this county. Organic &iming or
naural farming is an ingpal pat
of our civilsation. It is a method
of faiming system kwch primari-
ly aims at cultivating the land an
raising aps in sug a vay,as to
keep the soil alive and in goo
health by use of organic waste
(crop, animal anddm wastes

aaof its immense bioadrsity and ntral esouces in the countr Thele

Punder Sansatidaish Gram Yojana.

COVER ST ORY

Organic farming practiced mainly in 12

states: Ministry of Agriculture

Organic &ming is pacticed maiglin 12 stees in the counyy
accoding toAgriculture Ministy informaion provided to the mem
Bers of a Parliamentary committee. The meeting of Parlian
Consultative Committee of the Ministry of Agriculture, chair
[Agriculture MinisterRadha Mohan Singh, discussed the topic,
ing to an official statement.

“T he Ptential ofOrganic fimming in India isery huge becaus

Is a ged need to ppmote the Oganic fiiming and its @ctices in th
country,” Singh said during the meeting
f A presentation to the committee was given on the subj
ministiy officials It was inbrmed thathe total oganic poduction in
the county is 1.24 million tonnesile total aga under @anic fim-
ing constitutes 0.723 million hectare under certification.
“Present} it (oiganic &uming) is being pcticed maiglin 12
states and two states of North East namely Sikkim and Mizo
likely to become fullomganic in adw yeas,” the ministy informed
the membex during the meetingleanvhile Singh diected the mir
istry officials to circulate full details of six regional centres of

sewvices ofthese cenéss br training &mrmeirs, paticulaty in villges|

Singh also assured the members of the committee that all n
lefforts will be madeybMinisty tovards their sugestionswhich, inter
@lia,induded simpli€aion of cetificaion process ofbrganic &ming
encougging eseath on oganic &uming in KrishiVigyan Kendias

famming to all Memberof Padiament so thathey ma utilise the

hentary
ed by
accord-

D

ect by

am are

prganic

2

ecessary

aguatic wastes) and other biolog

iAgriculture UniversitiekGAR and proper utilisation of crop residufe.
|

D

cal materials along with benefici

microbes (biofertilizers) to releaston our compision would be not It may also cost heavily on our for-
nutrients to crops for increasednly to stabilize agricultural proeign exchange in future.

sustainable production in an ecduction but to increase it furthe
friendly pollution free environment.in sustairile mannerThe scien-
FAO suggested therOrgan- tists have realized that the ‘Green protecting the long ter fettil-

The key characteristics of or-
ganic farming include

ic agriculture is a unique producRevolution’ with high input use has ity of soils by maintaining or-
tion management system whickeached a plateau and is now sus- ganic matter levels, encouraging

promotes and enhances agro-ecggined with diminishing return of
system health, including biodivert;|ling dvidends Thus a naural

ful medanical intarention

soil biol@ical actity, and caa-

sity biolegical gdes and soil bio- pajance needs to be maintained @t Providing crop nutrients indi-

logical actiity, and this is accom- 4| cost for existence of life and
propety. The olvious tioice br

plished ly using ondm &agro-

rectly using relatively insoluble
nutrient sources which are made

nomic, biological and mechanicgj,at\yould be more relevant in the  available to the plant by the ac-
methods in exclusion of all SynthEIeresent era, when these agrochem- tion of soil micro-organisms

ic off-fam inputs”.

Need of organic farming

With the increase in popula-and ae diminishing iavaildility.

ATRIKA
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icals which are produced from Nitrogen
fossil fuel and are not renewable through the use of legumes and
biological nitrogen fixation,

self-sufficien

cy

as
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well as effective recycling obrganic systems were almost thregtion period, organic yields
organic materials includingimes as profitable as conventiorequalled corentional yield€on-
crop residues and livestoclal systemdhe aerage net etun trary to fears that there are insuffi-
manures for the organic systems was $55&fient quantities of organically ac-
I Weeddisease and pest cahtr acre/ year versus just $190/acretepteble fettilizers,the déa sugest
relying primarily on crop rota-year br the conentional systems that leguminous cover crops could
tions, natural predators, diverThis figure is skewed because @ik enough nitrogen to replace the
sity organic maaring resistant the higher price ganic fairmers  amount of synthetic fertilizer cur-
varieties and limited (preferablyeceive for their produce andentlyin use.
minimal) themal, biological meat, but the higher food costs  In a review of 286 projects in
and tiemical interention alone cannot account for the dif57 countriesfarmeis were found
| The extensive management dierence in pofitability. Lower in- to have increased agricultural pro-
livestock, paying full regard tgout costsdr organic irm systems  ductivity by an average of 79%, by
their evolutionary adaptationsare credited with significant cosadopting “esouce-conseting” or
behavioural needs and animaavings br the fimer. ecological agriculture (Pretty et al.,
welfare issues with respect to  The relatively poor showing2006).
nutrition, housing, health,of GM crops in the Rodale study 3. Organic crops are more
breeding and rearing echoed a study from the Universiresilient than conventionally
I Careful attention to the impactty of Minnesota thtafound fiim-  grown and GM crops:Organic
of the atming system on the ers who cultivated GM varietiesorn yields were 31 per cent higher
wider environment and theearned less money over a 14-yethan conventional yields in years of
consevaion of wildlife and period than those who continuedirought. These drought yields are
natural habitats to grow non-GM cops remarkable when compared to ge-
Termming sustairide, oanic 2. Organic yields equal or netically modified (GM) “drought
farming practices as the best wagumtessiconventional and GM tolerant” varieties, which showed
the futur@REG SEAMAN, Greg vields: The Rodale 30-year studyncreases of only 6.7 per centto 13.3
Seaman, founder of Eartheasfpund that after a three-year tranper cent over conventional (non-
highlights seven reason why orgarn drought esistant)arieties
faming will outpedrm corven- The effects of The effects of climate change
tional ©iemicaldming asdllows bring moe unceainty to &mrming

1. Organic farms ar more Cllmate Change with increased drought predicted
profitable than conventional bring more for some pds of the county. It
farms: The bottom linedr fam- ) has become obvious that weather
ers, regardless of the practice ~ UNCertainty to patterns are changing, and looking
used, is income. The 30-year sid farming to the future, food crops will need
by-side Rodale study showed th; ’ the resilience to adapt.

T 4. Organic farming is more
efficient than conventional
farming: Corventional griculture
requires large amounts of oil to
produce, transport and apply fer-
tilizers and pesticiddsitrogen er
tilizer is the sirlg bigyest enagy
cost br corventional &ming rep-
resenting 41% obverall enegy
costs Organic systems used 45%
less engy overall than covention-

al systemsProduction eficieny
was 28% higher in the organic sys-

10 SIS PATRIKA
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tems, with the conventional no-til|
system being the least efficient
terms of enegy usage.
The tra eneagy requied for
fertilizer production anddm fuel
use in conventional systems alg
contributes to greenhouse gas em
sions (GHG). Conventional syste
emit almost 40% more GHG pe
pound of crop production in com-
parison to the ganic systems
5. Organic farming builds
healthier soil: While shot-term
benefits are realized with the u another reason for us to return to
of chemical fe_rtlllzers and meche Our current fOOd our faming ?Ots People saour
nized production methods, ever ) system can’'t feed the world, but
gardener knows that soil helaltl pr0dUCt|0n theyre dsolutey wiong” he sgs
cannot be compromised in the lon .. “Yes it will talke moe handsbut
term. Eventualy, soil-deleting ~ SYStem IS 1IN need weve got plenty of them around.”

practices take their toll as soil strut f - One important aspect to con-
ture weakens, microbial life decline 0 repalr- sumer support of conventional
and erosion removes valuable {0 —— faming pactices is the cost of
soil from farmland. up with adequa saéty testingn  food. Organic produce and meat

The Rodale study found thaffact,the ERA has equied testing is higher priced than non-organic
overall soil health is maintainedf less than 1% of chemicals iountepats But,accoding to del
with conventional systems, but sodommece tods. Saléin, we gt wha we pg for.
health is improved when using or- ~ Many studies link low level‘We spend aund 10% ofour in-
ganic ming pacticesOrganic  exposure of pesticides to humapome on food and some 16% on
faming pectices immve mois- health problems, and chemical regealth care, and it used to be the
ture retention which creates watadue fom pesticides used anmh-  reverse.”

‘stores’ which plants can draw oing can be commonly found in air ~ Our current food production
during times of stress due taand water samples as well as in tbgstem is in need oépair We
drought and high winds food we eat. need to promote organic systems

According to the Environ- Inactive ingredients in pesticidevhich respect the integrity of soil
mentalWorking Gioup and soil and herbicideofmulaions hae health and sustaisla systems
scientiststdowa Stée Uniersity  been found to be as toxic as activgntil recently it was thought that
Americas “Com Belt” is losing ingredients, but are not tested fopur national and global food needs
precious topsoil up to 12 timeshuman health impacts were too big to be met with natu-
faster thangvemment estintas 7.0rganic farming creaes ral, organic food production sys-

6. Organic farming keegps more jobs: Industrial agriculture temsRecent studies canh, how-
toxic chemicals out of the en- has replaced human hands witkwer, tha organic iming is the
vironment: Conventional systemsmadines andiemical inputé\c-  way of the futue. W& needboth
rely heavily on pesticides (herbeording to the ER, in the last cen- collectively and as individuals, to
cides, insecticides, fungicides) matwyry agricultural labor efficiencysupport the organic food move-
of which are toxic to humans andncreased from 27.5 acres/workment to enable the process to
animals With more than 17,000 er to 740 aes/worker. bel Sal- move forward with the research,
pesticide products (agricultural angin, organic Aamer and author of seed deelopment andaiming
non-agricultural) on the markebest-selling books on sustainableractices needed to feed a hungry
today, the ERA is undle to le@ faming views these stistics as world. qq
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AN ALYSIS

COP-21: The Target Missed

COP-21 of Paris i
a big step ahea
wheein the
wealthy countrie
are exonerated 0
their past
envionmental mis
deeds and China i
still uncommitted t
curb its emission
which is the lagest
emitter of climat
warming geen
house gase
explains

Bhagwati Prakash
Sharma
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The world appears to have derived a
sigh of relief at the so called monu-
mental success of the 195 nations in
reaching at a deal at Paris to save the
earth from a catastrophic climate
change threatening to cause mass ex-
tinction of species, imminent submerg-
ing of vast terrestrial areas-even includ-
ing whole of certain island nations, like-
ly disappearance of innumerable gla-
ciers feeding several perennial rivers and
so on. But, this, so called path-break-
ing deal, has still missed the target of
capping the temperature- rise of the
planet earth to the targeted® CEabove the post industrialization era. All the
pledgs of Intended N#onally Detemined Contrilations’(INDCs) to cut the
green house gas (GHG) emissions, submitted in the run up to the COP21, even if
fully honored by the respective countries, then as well, the global temperature is
likely to rise between 2.7 é&€3above the pre-industrialisation level. The brighter
side of the deal is that in lack of even these commitments obtained after hard
bargaining at Paris, the temperatures could shoot up to 4.5 degree or even be-
yond 4.5C by 2100. Another and most praise-worthy achievement to rejoice is
that all the countries have unanimously agreed for a target of capping the temper-
ature-rise to 1°F. It is indeed a big leap to agree for a target of belo®Cthe 2
that was agreed upon by nearly 200 countries, 6 years ago in Copenhagen. How-
ever, it should also be borne in mind that the world has alredd$ higelin
temperature in the post-industrialization era, and the recent data show no signs of
ary major &ll in the fpbal geen houseas (GHG) emissions tegstain wam-
ing Therefore, mary of the geen goups hae righty commented thahe 1.5C
aspiration is meaningless, unless very bold measures are adopted to hit the target.
Still, it is no mean achievement, at least after these two decades of tough
bargaining, the countries of the world could come up with a political consensus
to find solution to the severe threats with a commonly accepted target. The last
major attempt made to bring a consensus in the Copenhagen conference of 2009
was de-railed by conflicting stands of the developed and developing countries
and an open stbbrn and obstrctve Chinathe polluter offirst oder It was
only there after this new round was launched in 2011, and the Paris outcome is
now in handsThis time s possile onyy with the bange in political leadsmips
in China, Australia and Canada-viz from Jiabao to Xi Zinping in China, from
Steven Haper to distinTrudeau ofCanada anddm Tony Abbott to Malcolm

Turnbull inAustmlia.
SWAES A PATRIKA

e Nations Unies
onrerence sur les Changements Climatiques 2015

Paris, France



Analysis

Indias Prime Minister Nan- . the developed countries have finally
dra Modi too has announced of : US never I‘atlfIEd got rid of their historical responsi-
bold initiative global alliance of 12 bility of having caused so huge cli-
countries, committed to the large KyOtO pl'OtOCO| mate change that has led %6 1
scale ®pansion ofsolar pover. hitherto out of the 16 target.
Even Uhuru Kenyatta, the presidergmissions as well as their efforts fbhey have no legally binding tar-
of Kenya, Promised a major investeduce them. However, it allowsgets oninance or emissions cuts
ment in renewable, notwithstandfor some “flexibility” for develop- who have most polluted the envi-
ing the fact that his country contribing countries that “need it.” An-ronment till date. The 1997 Kyo-
utes less than 0.1% of global emisther most contentious issue i$0 protocol treaty too was sup-
sions Indeed eery ndion had its how will countries finance their shifposed to setting out legally bind-
voice heard at Paris and has cotewards greener technologies? Thieg targets for countries to meet
tributed accafing to its gaacity =~ agreement says wealthy countrispeciic emissions tgets Howev-

As per the Paris deal, the deshould continue to offer financialer, it only applied to wealthy coun-
veloped countries have to “continsupport to help poor countries redries that now account for a dwin-
ue taking the lead” by undertakinduce their emissions and adapt @ling share of global emissions,
economy-wide absolute emissiodlimate change. But, Actual dollaand the US never ratified it, largely
reduction targets, while the devekmounts are kept out of the agredsecause it (i.e. Kyoto protocol) did
oping countries too are expectechent itself, and the wealthy nationsot require China to cut its pollu-
to continue enhancing their mitigahad previously pledged to providéion. To overcome Koto's def-
tion eforts They were also encour $100 billion in climate finance byiencies, countries tried to come up
aged at Paris to move over time020 but, no tangible progress iwith a deal in Copenhagen in 2009,
towards economy-wide emissiothis regard is visible. This seems &t COP15. But that effort got
reduction or limitation targets debe a too small sum to take care dfiwarted so a nev round of ne-
pending upon their national cirthe problem. Oxfam estimates thagotiations was launched in 2011,
cumstancedn the Pllow up of the new deal, even short OC.5 aimed at coming up with a new
this deal, the countries have to sedrget will see developing countriegccord in Paris that to require ac-
national targets for further reducfacing adaptation costs of almogion from all countries, rich and
ing greenhouse gas emissions 3800 billion a year by 2050. Likgaoor. Sq after the Rio De Gene-
ery five yeas.More than 180 coun- wise, coming to the problems smatio and Kyoto the “UN Frame-
tries have already submitted targetdand nations threatened by risingork Convention on Climate
for the first cycle beginning in 2020seas, the agreement has though réthange” (UNFCC), has made a
CORP i.e. “conference of the parognized “loss and damage” asstreakthough &Paris
ties” has been taking place since tie&ted with imae-relaed disaster Therefore, the COP-21 of
1992 Rio framework convention,  The US had long objected tdParis is a big step ahead, wherein
and the Rio Declaration has at leaatidressing this issue in the agretite wealthy countries are exoner-
now beendified ky 195 countries ment, on the apprehension that iated of their past environmental
There have been 20 COPs sinagould lead to claims of compenmis-deeds and China s still uncom-
1995 — and this is the 21st, or iation for damage caused by eritted to curb its emissions, which
UN-speak, COP21, and can b&eme weather events against the the largest emitter of climate
said to be most successful of eawealthy nation on the count ofwaming geen houseagesThe
lier 20. In the COP-21 as well onéheir pollutionsSq the issue as commitments obtained till date will
of the most difficult pieces toincluded with a footnote specifileadto 2.7-3°C of waming @ainst
agree on, was that the largest emdally stating that loss and damagetaget of 1.5C. Sq the frequeng
ter China was asking for differendoes not invoke any liability orcalamities and disasters is bound to
tial requirements for it and is incompensi#on. To sum up on this accelete, instead ofrecedingTo
transpagnt dout its eal emissions count of funds and costs, the deeonclude the negotiators have won
Yet, the greement asdsrthd all  veloping countries have got worda deal but the humanity and the liv-
countries must report on theirand vague promise of money anithg world has lost. aq
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OPINION

Indian Constitution & Politicsof Amendment s

day in 1949; the Constitution of India was adopted by the Constituent As-
semly. Last 60 or ma@r yeas’ Indian néional congess and its alliaded this
country and amended Indian constitution 86 tiB&8 gvemment has amend-
ed it @out 14 timesOn the constitution gahowve\er, entie opposition ledyb
congress expressed apprehensions about BJP government that it may amend the
constitution and change its fundamenfiaigetting that the first amendment to
Indian constitution ®as itselfin sec 19 ofundamental rightMore tragic mary
of the opposition parties stood by the congress party which thrown fundamental
rights to dustbin during political egeery in 1975 and mocalling BJBrespect
About 10 to Indian constitution as joke. Indian politics has been groomed by congress right
from indgpendence and has used constitutidraadges br political puposesit
rarely took interest in protecting fundamentals of Indian constitution. More im-
portant, it has not wrked tovards implementing the ditve principlesBJP
need to change many of old policies and may have to legislate for the purpose
even by amending Indian constitution.

I ndia celebrated its constitution day on 26 November 2015 as it was on this

amendments signi
that Indian
constitution is no
against change
There are aras an
issues that still ne The system of Constitutional governance
clarity and man Human societies right from the beginning were complex in their socio-eco-
new will emege tha nomic structures and their web of relations was always prone to clash with con-
may need &shfl flicting inteests Therefore, right fom the bginning the contolled &pressions
legislations or eve of interests e considerd necessafor smooth functioning ahese societies
amendments in t Ancient Rligious thinking pbably was theifst to bring these cowis Mary
Constitution, feel behaviourally thoughts and actions of members of many societies are still defined
Anil Javalekar and directed towards societal goals by religion. Later on, Kings and queens and
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Opinion

their kith and kin as also their rulf
ing partners took over the control$
and started making rules and laws
mary times in theirancied \ays :
Modern liberalised thinking anc
ideas of freedom and democraqy|
brought changes in the ruling by{|
state that led to adoption of modj| |\
ern constitutional system of gov |4
ernance. Most societies now took|
form of a ndion and adopted con-
stitutional mode of governance
India is no exception.

law; Indian polity and Indian bu-
Indian Constitution is borrowed Even after so many reaucracy have seen that rules are
one applied at discretion and allowed
India adopted its present con- - @mendments and system to treat some citizens above
stitution in 1950 and it said to be . ; i the lav. Third, Indian constitution
largest one in the world detailin JUdgm_entS’ the Ide_a considered fundamental rights as
almost every basic of supreme la Of pasic Structure IS important; Indian polity and bu-
of the land. India is now constitu- | reaucracy limited this right many
tionally a Union of States and i not clear times and even suppressed at times
Sovereign Socialist Secular Der in the name of governance and
ocratic Republicith a parliamen- 54 judgments, the idea of basidevelopmentourth, Indian con-

tary system ofpovemance Tru§  gun ctye is not kear stitution thought of protecting its

many of its concepts and defini- , fundamentals through Judiciary;
tions of governance are b_orrowetﬂdlan polity made a mess of Indian polity challenged judiciary
from other countries; major partgovernance ven by amending constitutional

is from British lgagy. Overall, Last 60 years and more havg

there is a legislative system to maRBOwn that Indian polity ar}d bdu_\zzg:/é?g;iwtisc\;\llvyeizi\éi:/tel;?d%%c}:sIons
- m m Indian~. 2o ’
laws, governance systems to impleaucracy made a mess o 1 dian constitution expected cer-

ment the laws and policies of unio§OVEMance system. In whatey gin directive principles to be the
and state governments and ajud{\lay Indian constitution define its uiding force: Indian polity most-
cial system to protect the fundabasic structure and fundamenta : nogred i ' polity
mentals of the constitution.of Indian system of governancey '9 '
Though the constitution has inbuiltndian politicians and Indian ad+utile debates confuse Indians
system of checks and balanc#)inistrative bureaucracy interpret-  There are many policy and
there has been a controversy in red it in its own way and allowedjovernance issues that need de-
gard to the supmag. Paliamen- corrupt system to grow in everpate. However, most of the de-
tarians think they are the supremarea of socio-economic lifétst, bates are futile as these are in po-
and judiciary consider itself théndian constitution made India ditical media or in political academia
protector of the basic structure oflemocratic country; Indian politydominated by pseudo intellectuals
the constitution. The constitutionmade it a country of vote banksnd politiciansThe issues aralso
indeed has certain basic features lizad allowed religion, casts and sutlebated more for electoral gains
sovereignty of republic, democratsects to maintain its separate ideor to marginalise majority com-
ic character ofpolity rule of law, tity and consolidate its status anchunity First such debate is on
fundamental rights and duties oposition so to influence Indian sosecularism Indian majority pop-
citizen, equality before law and ircio-economic policieSecond ulation by nature and by its cultur-
dependence ofudiciay. But still, Indian constitution talked aboutal background and age-old philos-
even after so many amendmentbe rule of law and equality beforephy are secular and live in har-
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to think over it and come together

Many pseudq and help Indian constitution to rule

: this country in its true spirit and not
intellectuals allow pseudo intellectuals and me-

undesirably| dia to distort issues and confuse
Indians
argue for

: : Indian Constitution need to re-
continuation of spond future Changes

British system of Indian constitution is not
: against changes; 100 or more
education. amendments are evidence to it.

) - - There are areas and issues that still
mony. Pseudo intellectuals andany Indian swadeshi model. The?‘?eed clarity in legislations and its

politicians debate to prove thatlebates are futile and take '”diﬁovernance and many new will
majority is not seculds a mgter nowhere because of its denial t@merge that may need new legisla-
of fact, due to this cultural backindian ethos and cultural backtions or even amendments in the
ground, Indians will remain secuground thabuilt Indian society  qian constitutionFirst, India

lar even after Indian cons’;itution i?ndian polity must change for desire to becom®&amarth and
amended to declare India as Uy, Samrudh’in all respect. The fail-
secular couryr Fivethings clearly happenedire to gve dear long tem polig/

Second debate is on Uni- iy |ngia after indeendencePoli- ~ signals to International communi-
form civil code. The constitution- -5 of democag, corupt gver  ty, naional and interational cai-
al right to equality before law i$,ance, emergence of pseudo intdhl & tedinology as also Indian
denied to many in the name Ofgctyals and their capture of evenyational entrepreneurial sector will
religious freedom and Indian pseypgjan institution including media endanger Indian economic devel-
do intellectuals and paliticians unagoption of western model in evopment. All necessary policy legis-
necessayilpleaddr its contimity.  ery aspect of Socio-economic lifkations and supportive governance
Third debate is on educa- and culture of futile debates in andystem, therefore, need to be giv-
tional reforms. Mary pseudo in- oyt of media. And these happenen priority even by amending con-
tellectuals undesirably argue fqags have negative impact on ewtitution if requiredSecond, In-
continuation of British system ofery of Indian systems and are natia needyood governance Car
education and teaching of colonig{elping India to sustain as natiomying ofall socio-politicabforms
interpretation of Indian history The politics of democracy has reincluding that of electoral, admin-
and oppose any educational resylted in plicy paralysis allowingistrative, police and judicial is im-
forms tha will help Indianseel no government to legislate or funcportant to help all democratic and
proud of Indian past. tion. The corruption has made surether supporting institutions to
Fourth debate is on grow- vival of commons difficult as theyfunction in the dutiful and trans-
ing fundamentalism and fanat- have to oblige bureaucracy angarent mannerSocio-economic
icism in India. Majority of Indian politicians in meeting every of theidustice and equality before law
pseudo debate to prove that it isocio-economic need®e gowth apart from transparency and ac-
the Indian Majority Community-of pseudo intellectuals and theicountability of political and admin-
Hindu- that is responsible for evcapture of institutions and mediastrative systems including that of
ery of Indian problem and Indianhas made every non-issue as maslice and other investigative agen-
minorities are clean and innocerjor issue and futile debates in ancies are important components of
when the fact is otherwise cleagut of media has confused Indiagood governance. Many of these
seeing the Ippenings wrld over.  population more than educating oare possile though @vemments
Fifth debate is to prove informing them on anissue will and some may need modifi-
that failed westem model of de-  Therefore, major national politicatation in the present laws or fram-
velopmentis better for India than parties like BJP a@bngress need ing of new lavs Third, Indias
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economic self-reliance is impor- neurial skill so as to encash the benational policies based on Indian
tant. Last two decades saw sellingfit of demographic dividend. In-approach of integral humanism so
of Indian self-reliance by way oflian education and economic polas to shape future socio-economic
liberalization and privatization foricies have created a huge stock wdldions and lié styles

integration of Indian economyeducated unemployed and led Lganchetna, movement is the

with tha of world economiedhis  unbalanced industrialization along
has made India subsernt to with overburdened urbanization Indian Democracy expects
MNCs and Indian corporate andha need bangs Fifth is to ad- |4ian political class to represent
also vulnerable to speculative ardfesssocio-cultural problemsin |4ians and help India become
volaile makets World is still di- the light of Indian ethos and itssufficiently powerful to defend it-
vided into nations and every naproven age old cultural backggifas also msper economicyll
tion require first to protect its na-ground. Present policies of matey g necessary that people are
tional interest. Only self-reliantialism and consumerism havg,age aware of their rights and
countly can surive in futue and westernized Indian mindset thaesponsibilities and organize them
Indian priority should be to get inseves ony self-integst and inter 15 support national priorities in-
to the path of self-reliance. Indiarests of class population. This hagead of supporting selfish and
government need appropriate legso led to a society that made it nrupt politiciansThis is possi-
islations and good governance fanembers more dependent Otple through a ‘Janchetna’ move-
the purposerourth, Indianyouth  government welfare programs foment. Participative Public spirit
power is importantand all hur- socio-economic secuyityduding and resistance to socio-economic
dles need to be removed so to aleod securityThe e&ploitdive injustice apart from national out-
low them to participate in Indianmethods of industrialization alsaook, a measure of self-discipline,
development proces¥he BJP damaged environment and causeghd law-abidingness may hopefully
government has already endeaextinction ofother lie forms Thus influence Indian political class to
oured in to developingntrepre- the priority is to frame and adopichang for better aq
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SCRUTINY

Global W arming to hit India severely

India would los
sizable farm
production as th
globe warms u

due to excess
fall in rainfall as
well as educed
enegy production
from hydo-power
affecting its goal
to increase
renewable en@y
generation,
believes

Shivaji Sarkar
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taken the most inasive standtethe conérence ofpaties (CoP-21) &aris

Prime minister Nenda Modis sten waming to the dfuent countries ha
ing “luxury of choices” should sharply reduce emissions is most sensible. Those
who have polluted the nation for over 200 years cannot block the progress of the
poor ndions India \owed topursue a 33 to 35 per ceatluction to the emis-
sions intensity of its economy by 2030 from 2005 levels though a large coalition
of developing countries in the talks says it is unfair to expect them to stop using
cheg, abundant coal and othesssil fuels unlesshiodions gve them a lot of
moneg/ and telenology to help them tild deaner engy systems

Rich countries agreed in 2010 to deliver $100 billion a year by 2020 in so-
called climate finance, from public and private sources, and the OECD recently
reported that at least $62 billion was provided in 2014. But India and other coun-
tries have questioned that figure and say the Paris accord must require wealthy
countries to deliver more than $100 billion a year after 2020. ADB states that
South Asia needs $ 73 billion every year till 2100 to adapt to the negative impacts
of climate change.
Developed countries are balking at including a specific figure in the agree-

ment,aiguing thatoday's govemments cannot besponsile for setting bdgets
so far aheadClimate change is a major global challenge. “But we in India face
consequence¥e see the risk to owanness. Rising oceans t@en 7500 km of
coastline and 1300 islandgé worry dout the ¢pcies tha feed our riers and
nurture our civilization”, says Modi. He had to give a rebuff to the US secretary of
stde dhn Kerys comments thdndia has been meicautiousa little moe re-
strainedjn its embeaice ofthis nev paadigmand i a balleng.

I ndia despite the threat of a severe economic crisis due to climate change, has
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If at all India is not cautious ]
but concerned. The Asian Devel Rich has yet
opment Bank (ADB) study asses .
ing the Costs of the Climate to glve
Change and Adaptation in Sout promised
Asia shows that there is a lot mor .
danger to India and its South Asia climate
neighbours than one can perceiv. .

Newly released ADB data sug finance.
gests that South Asia could be p3g

ticularly badly hit if the world con-the US so that “innovation is backed  There is also widespread rec-
tinues on its current fossil-fuel inby means to make it accessible tgnition that emissions reduction
tensive path. Climate change impaa#”. But is this the solution? Sinceledges fall short of the action
stand to slash up to 9 percent ofthe Indugrial Revolution, carbon needed to prevent dangerous lev-
the Soth Asian economy everyemissions (CQ from burning of els of global warming dove 2
year ly the end othis centwy,and fossil fuels have been building udegreesThe goup Climé&eAction
the human and financial toll couldn the atmosphere. The concentrafradker sgs &en if everything is
be even higher if the damage frortion of CQ,is now approaching on trak the vorld would wam
floods, droughts and other ex400 parts per million (ppm), upby 2.7 degrees by 2100. The US-
treme weather events is includedirom 280 ppm prior to 1800. If based group Climate Interactive
The report predicts that bywe were to stop all emissions imput the fgure 4 3.5 dgrees
2050, the collective economy of simedidely, the CQ concentation Developing countries are set
countries—Bangladesh, Bhutanyould also start to decline to theo absorb much of the losses
India, the Maldives, Nepal and Sievel of 1980 ly 2300AD. In the caused by climate change, various
Lanka - will lose an average 118&xt 300 years, nature may recogpudies have pointed out. Ratings
percent of its annual gross domeshe last 30 years of our emissionagencies are beginning to factor
tic product, rising to 8.8 percensays the Science magazine. these dects into their assessments
by 2100. India alone would lose  Sowhat India wants and what  Inflation is likely to rise over
sizdble farm production as the isto h@pen ag not easyhe cen- time, driven by rising food prices
globe vamrms up due toxeess or tral bone of contention has longand an increase in the cost of en-
fall in rainfall and various otherthwarted climate talks: the dividemy.Although the limae of some
natural disasters as well as redude€etween wealthy countries thatountries is predicted to become
enegy production fom hydro- grew rich from burning fossil fu-more accommodative to agricul-
power. This would afect Indiss els after the industrial revolutiortural yields in the medium rer
goal to inceaseenavalle enegy and poor countries trying to emuthe long-run implications of rising
generation. late their posperityA lame coali- temperatures are likely to reduce
Arise in gerage wvarming will  tion of developing countries in theglobal cop yieldslt is also likly
increase engy requiements dr  talks says it is unfair to expect themo have impact on industrial activ-
cooling lut reduce engy needed to stop usinghea, bundant coal ities as large number of people
for waming It will increase ener and other fossil fuels unless rickwould be afflicted by poverty and
gy demanddr irrigetion. Increases nations give them a lot of moneyess pwhasing paer. The concer
in intensity and frequency of exand tebnology to help themiold and frm stand ofindia is rightlt
treme gents lile stoms and sea cleaner engy systems affects 1.43 billion people of
level rise may cause more electrical  So if the rich are holding outSouth Asia. The economic cost is
systemdilues The‘mission inno- why should John Kerry ask poortoo high. The battle for a fairer deal
vation’ launched at Paris to accelegr countries to sign a global deavould continue to the next climate
ate public and private global clearequiring five-year review periodsummit. But any leeway to the rich
enegy innovation myy also sdiér.  and other measures wanted by ricivould severely hit the poor not
So Modi assured to cooperate witlr countries? only hee kut the vorld over. qq
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Budget 2016-17 should increase
government’ s capit al expenditure

Given th
deflationar
situation in th
economy upw
revision of fisc
deficit tamgets fo
increasing capit
expenditue may no
be much poblem
opine
Ashwani Mahajan

20

16,he pomised to gafiscal detit & 3.9 per cent oGDP. He also said

that it would be brought down gradually and in 2016/17 it would be kept
a 3.5 per cent of5DP It is notdle tha in oder to leg inflation in ded,
lowering of fiscal deficit assumes significance. As per Fiscal Responsibility and
Budget Management (FRBM) Act, fiscal deficit was to be brought down to 3 per
cent of GDP by 2008/09. However, the same was postponed in view of global
recession.

In Budget 2015/16, provision was made for the Seventh Pay Commission,
and this gars Budgt will hae to povide moe than Rs 1 lakhare for the
implementaon of the Commissid® recommend#ns It is a knavn fact tha
salaries and pensions eat away a huge part of government expenditure.

Now that the Seventh Pay Commission and one rank one pension (OROP)
of pensiones of amed brces a to be implemented xiefiscal,govemment
expenditue is bound to inease mportion&ely.

For raising ependitue, it is essential theeverue also ineraseslax eerue
forms a major paof the Cental govemments total everue eceipts (80.6 per
cent in 2015/16)Howe\er, this year the gvemments worry is tha wholesale
inflation has emained in the geive Dne in the past 14 montixespite better
periormance in tens of real GDPnominal inazase in GDP in 2015/16 and
2016/17 would be md lower than in pavious eas.

There is confusion prevailing in official circles about deflation in the econo-
my. Chief EconomicAdvisor Arvind Subamanianeceny made a stament
that India has been facing a situation of deflation, as the GDP deflator is no
larger indicating inflation. Minister of State (Finance), Jayant Sinha, has cautioned

I ast year, when Finance Minister Arun Jaitley presented his Budget for 2015/
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that due to this deflation, govern
ments reverue my get adersey
affected. The
Possibilities of Increase in Rev- gOVGrnmenS
enue =

It is true that due to deflation| . S_tart_Up
in the commodity market, govern Initiative Is a
ments reverue fom ecise and
custom duties may get affecte QOOd start
adversey. Howe\er, due to inczase

in rate of excise duty on petro- . .
leum products, and in the wake drastructure and other development will have to raise its Budget

declining prices of petroleumment pojects by no less than 10 to 15 per cent;

products govemments reverue |mperative to Increase Capital and increase the size of the bu.d_
from this sourcis likely to increase Expenditure get to nearly Rs 20 lakh crore in
by nearly 90 per cent. It is worth At the same time, the Financ@016/17' . i
noting that in 2015/16, there hasvlinister is under moral obligation | "€ nation has been in the
been a huge decline in internatiorte increase capital expenditure tglULChes of recession in the past few
al petroleum prices and price oboost growth. In the past fewYeas:Investmentin all secimn-
crude oil; prices came down to lesgears, domestic investment hdguding agriculture, manufacturing
than one third of the prices of acome davn drasticayl, the main and infrastructure, has been badly
couple ofyeas ajo. reason for which is decline in govit: Pulling growth rate down. The
The benefit of this fall in emments caital expenditue. 9dovernmenthas been chanting the
crude price was transferred onlyherefore, it is imperative to in-Make in India’ mantra to boost
partially to the consumers, and taksrease public investment. marufacturing Howener without
ing advantage of the lower prices, ~There is scope for raising pubPringing new investment in manu-
government increased the excidie investment in roads, railwaysfacturing, agriculture and infra-
duty manifoldAs a result, petro- airports, sea ports etc. The gover§iructure, this can't be realised.
leum excise revenue, which was Reent has been making efforts to  1he @vemment Star-Up
78,545 crore in 2014/15, is expectaise private investment in infralnitiative is a good start; however
ed to be nearly Rs 1.5 lakh crore structure, including foreign investln case of infrastructure, the gov-
2015/16. It was 0.8 per cent ofment. However, it is a fact, whictemment itselfhas to be a paer.
GDP in 2014/15; and is expectedeven the government concedes, théts @ known fact that the Golden
to go up to 1.4 per cent of GDPto increase private investment; w@uadrilateral, airports, sea ports,
in 2015/16. need to raise public investmenietro or any other infrastructure
Losers are the states whosalso Budget 2015/16 \s made Project could not have seen the
VAT is based oralue (adaloem).  to shrink due to increased share dight of the day without govern-
Cental govemments alvantaje states in the Central taxes, thankaents actie paticipdion.
was thee-bld, namey, increase in to the reommendations of 14th All eyes are now on the Fi-
excise revenue, reduction in subgtinance Commission. nance Minister, especially on what
dy bill (with much lower prices),and ~ Now with the implementa- steps he undertakes to increase cap-
increase in profits of public sectotion of Seventh Pay Commissioiital expenditure in this Budget and
oil conpaniesTherefore,as price and OFOP, the Budgt will ajain take the economy forward on 10
of crude is expected to remain lowe stressed as revenue expendityrer cent plusrgwth trajectoy. For
for some more time, taking advarwould incease signdanty. How-  increasing capital expenditure, even
tage of this threefold gain fromever, the need of the hour is tdf fiscal deficit targets are revised
fall in crude price, legitimately theaise capital expenditure also to givgward, there may not be much
Central government should boosboost to infrastructure and ruraproblem, given the deflationary sit-
up infrastructure, espelsialiral in-  developmentFor this the govem-  udion in the econom qq
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Probity Vs Public life in Lutyens Delhi

away last week. A rare leader, Bardhan is different from the icons the
ainline polity isaimiliar with todaHe was simple and thefore honest.
Leaders like him are only remembered for their simplicity in personal life and
probity in public life. Many political leaders had lived and died, some of them
most poverful and populai¥et,only a fw ae remembezd or probity Wheth-
er it is Sardar Patel or Jawaharlal Nehru, Lal Bahadur Shastri or Kamaraj, Ram
Manohar Lohia or Deendayal Upadhyaya, Jayaprakash Narayan or Achyut Pat-
wardhan, AK Gopalan or Acharya Kripalani, Morarji Desai or Nanaji Desh-
mukh, Kushabhau Thakre or Inderjit Gupta, Namboodiripad or Madhu Danda-
vate — to mention only a few names cutting across all political parties — they are
all recalled for their probity first. Many of them stood equally for truth. | recall
with gratitude that when the Indian Express was raided and | was arrested in
March 1987 on false charges, it was the CPI leader Inderjit Gupta who defended
me in Parliament against the powerful Ambanis and government!
But wheneer sub honest leadeipassway,they seem to le@a an enlging
vacuum behind with steadily declining number of people like them — committed
and honestThe malag which began in politicsgradual} extended to media bar
ons and journalists, academics and professionals and even bureaucrats and judges
— particularly in Delhi where from the nation is governed. And there are no cou-
rageous mediaveness like Ramnaéh Goenka or Cusbo Irani nav. No Mulga-
onkar or Geage Verghese in jomalism toda Mary successful joomlists wn
propeties anddms which will be lisinessménervy. The despidae piactices of
some media owners, which includes laundering bribes into their coffers, will dwarf
the adentues ofthe most seasoneddzanearin husinessYet, these peidlious

Q B Bardhan, a respected leader of the Communist Party of India passed

At the elite partie
in Delhi, th
English-speakin
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Spot Light

media men claim the sacred constiar and stood in queue in bus staraffices, tribunals, and courts gen-
tutional rights for which men liketo catch a bus to home. erate opportunities—genuine and
Goenka fought at the cost of the  Later, after he had resignedishonest—for the Lutyens to amass
vigbility of their avn paers. under the Kamaraj Plan, Ramnatimcome and wealth which no oth-
How did a nation which won Goenka saw him waiting in bugr geography in India could pro-
freedom by the sacrifices of hunstand and picked him to home. Aside. Austerity ceased to be a vir-
dreds of thousands of nationalist)e repeatedly bemoaned the motue, even became a burden in public
who cast aside their life and eveal decline after Shastri, Goenklife. Ostentation became accept-
destoyed their &milies in non's  used toecall him tearfyll Shastri able, even venerated among the
cause, so quickly descend to sugas bon in a poor &mil, led a Delhi elitesWith gobalis&ion and
low, post-indpendenceé®here did simple personal life, austere familiberalisation bringing in an ava-
the rot begin? It all began after thife, ethical public life & finally diedlanche of easy money into Delhi,
advent of Indira Gandhi in the latea poor man. When he died, all thavhatever little respect virtues and
1960s She bangd the padigm Shastri had had was an old calne virtuous commanded declined
of politics based on ethics and provhich he had purchased onapidly. Wealth and pwer became
bity to the paradigm of power andnonthly instalment. Instead of celthe exdusve indices ofsuccess
successShe assed herav pov-  ebrating such a great man, after tizelhi changed forever, for the
er first by defeating her own partylied, the Congress party turned seorse. The Lutyens of Delhi be-
candidate whose nomination shengrateful that it humiliated himgan revelling in ostentation. It is at
had signed just weeks earlier, demnd refused state honours for hithe elite parties in Delhi, the En-
onstrating the importance of suc " glish-speaking Lutyens meet, gos-
cess andrielesance ofethicsSheis  Advent of Indira sip build and desty othes'name
remembered for the power she¢ . and goodwill and decide the eco-
wielded ér 16 long gas. shifted the core system of governance of India.
In contrast, her predecesso . . The powerful elite club includes
Lal Bahadur Shastri, who ruled th Of Indlan pOIIty. politicians, media barons and edi-
country for a mere tenth of her ten tors, bureaucrats and touts some
ure, is recalled for his simplicity anflineral and wanted his body to bef who masqueade as jomalists
probity Though both wn wars taken to Allahabad for cremation.  This elite, secular, modern and
with Pakistan, they symbolised twti was only after his wife, Lalitgpowerful dub, which has no con-
divegent paadigmsindira was Devi, fought with the pay, the nect with the Indian people, influ-
powerful. Shastri was simple. Stgreat leaders relented to cremagsce all governments, parties, bu-
did not espect honestyregly. him with national honours at thereaucrats and the policies they for-
Shastri &s a symbol oprobity  spot which is now the Vijay Ghatmulate. No party or government
Known as the ‘homeless home  Advent of Indira shifted the has been free from their pernicious
minister’ of India, Shastri lived incore of Indian polity from cele-sway. Tiey constitute the bigst
a rented house in Lucknow in hidrating honesty and ethics to wordistortion of geernment, public
home stee UR and in a gvem-  shipping success andwea For life and polityThey virtually con-
ment accommodation in Delhi. the first time in the history of freetrol the national media discourse
Shastri did not even need alindia, corruption charges wereavhich is echoed all over the coun-
of his Delhi accommodation. Hemade against the Prime Ministery. They cannot and will not al-
occupied just tawsmalloomsHis  which, of course, she couldn’t car®w honest media or pubic dis-
sons got married in simple cerdess, turning a hitherto shy politgouise Posing as hegweight lib-
monies under the mango tree iturned into a shameless one.  erals, seculars and intellectuals, they
the bakyard of the twp rooms This shift in polity manifestedjustify dishonest politicBolitical
When Shastri resigned as union raiir the character of the Lutyens o$uwival of non-Lutyens in Delhi
way minister owning ‘moral reDelhi. With power naturally con-is difficult unless this elite Lutyens
sponsibility’ for an accident, heentrated in the national capitatlub endorses them.
forthwith surrendered his officialDelhi, the different government [Conitnued on page no. 32]
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2015 was a bad year for Indian agriculture

Not only th
weathey prevailing
apathy and negle

is playing havo
with the farmin
systems aaoss th
country that ha
systematicall
added on to th
agrarian crisis i
India, explain
Dr. Devinder
Sharma
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5 |t was a bad year for agriculture. Not
= that it was anything better earlier, but
2015 vas paticulaty a bad gat
Bruised by the continuous battering
§| received since the beginning of the year,
and dumped by an apathetic govern-
% ment, the continuing agrarian crisis has
& only worsened. With a back-to-back
& drought br the secondegar in aow,
# the summer rainfall deficit touched a
high of 14 per cent, the highest in six
.| yeas.Nealy 40 per cent othe coun-
g try's cultvale aea ecoded deicit
S 3 S - monsoons with Uttar Pradesh, Karna-
takaMahaashta,eastar Madlya PadeshGujag andTelangna being theosst
affected. Punjab and Haryana too received less rainfall but escaped being nega-
tively impacted because of a wide network of irrigation.

Before the summer rainfall seasons began in June, an unexpectedly long spell
of unseasonahkins accompaniedybstiong winds and hailstar had lashed
westen Uttar PadeshHaryanaPunjd, Rajasthamats of Madlya Padesh and
Mahaashta. The standing ed crop tha was almosteaq for havest vas
extensvely damged with a sga of farmer suicides hitting the hailstoafect-
ed beltUttar PadeshHaryana and &asthan saa rise indmmer deths with
mary faimers dying flom shok after seeing daftened oop.

Far away in Karnataka, in what appears to be an unprecedented reflection
of the seerity of a contiiing grarian crisismore than 600afmels (and still
counting) have taken their own lives since June. In fact, self-immolation by some
fammers,a few of them @en jumping in thelning sugrcaneieldsis seen as an
expression ofextreme indign#on against the pahetic and dmerunfriendy
agricultural policies of the state. Such has been the pace and spate of suicides that
Kamaaka has sulgni joined the d¢egory of farm suicide hotspots difie county.

The sitution is the wrst in Mahaashta. More than 2,950afmers had
committed suicides till Octobeorin the bginning ofyear A year edier, ac-
cording to oficial estimizzs 1,611 &rmers had ended theino lives Besides the
suicide-ppneVidharbhaegion,the worsening plight ofamers in Magthwada
has tuned the egion into a n& suicide hot spot ahe county. Not knowing
what else to ty, the Mahaashta dief minister had eler roped in im actess
Deepika Padukone to apply a psychological approach in minimizing the death
toll. Later, he announced a relief package of Rs 10,512-crore. Madhya Pradesh
and Chhasgarh too witnessed a spim suicidesin Madtya Padeshjt was
primarily the attack of yellow mosaic virus on soybean that compounded the
prevail crisisBut wha came in as a lgigr shok was the spa of farmer suicides
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in Odisha. Almost close to 10

farmers have talen their Nes ||

prompting the State BJP to launc Government

a campaign seeking the ruling BJ .

to address the issue. - has |gr_10red the
In Punjab and Haryana, thq [ cries of the|

food bavl of the county, two to c

four suicides on an average a farmlr_]g

happening eery da. After unsea- o community

sonal rains in March-April, a cras ..‘.\r y 'M./ /?}'1 g

in potato prices followed forcingl—— — :

farmers to distrilite pot#éo free ued lut famers still contine to  (RBI) Governor Raghuram Rajan
of cost &various place3he pric- resist the entry of ruling party polhas often said théhe bigest e-
es ofbasmatice were the next to iticians into the vilges form will be vhen populdon
slumpwith faimeis not beingtae It is not only the weather thatfrom agriculture is moved to the
to get more than Rs 1,200 per quirplayed haoc with the&ming sys- urban aeas The Conédedtion of
tal for the edy maduring \ariety tems aarss the counyt but wha  India Industry (CIl) on the other
Two yeals ealier, basmatiad has systematically added on to thend has been seeking cheaper la-
fetched a handsome return of Ragrarian crisis is the prevailing afpour for infrastructure which can
4,000 per quintal or more. Theathy and neglect. At a time whenome ony if farmers ae forced
price for basmati at that time waghe farmers were the worst hit,I out. An indication of this process
even less than the Minimum Suphad expected the Central goverrcomes from a news repaevhich
port Price (MSP)or rice To addl  ment to come up with a highersgys aound 500 dmeis in Sone-
to their woes, approximately R8SP br whed and pady,and in pat district (adjoining Delhi) are of-
5,500-crore of paddy MSP has natddition announce at least a Rs £ering their land being acquired for
been paid tcafmels even a month lakh-crore economic bailout packsetting up an educational institute.
after the pocuement \as oer. age for famess. Instead theay-  Another report tells us that 3,000
As if this is not enough, ernment has ignored the cries ofillages have been deserted in Utt-
whitefly, a tiny insectwhich was the fairming commnity and has arakhand in past 15 years!
till recently considered a minodecided to provide a three-times  Thisis a telling insight into the
pest,took a deastéing form to increase in the monthly emolumentdeliberate effort over the years to
devour nearly 75 per cent of thef the government employee&ee the firmers impwerished.
standing cotton op. Much of the  through the 7 Pay Commission. But if you think famers hae suf-
damage was on Bt cotton, the géVhile the MSPdr famers has fered unknavindy, you ae simpy
netically-modified strain. Agriculbeen raised by a paltry Rs 50 peristalen. For a county to gow
ture Radha Mohan Singharmed quintal, which corresponds to arconomicajl the economic e
Parliament that cotton crop in 3.32ncrease of3.5 per cent or sthe scription is to reduce drastically the
lakh hectares had been destroyéowest government employee dependency on agriculture. There-
from whitefly attack. Some esti-chaprasi has been given a jumgdore the entire effort is to create
mates point to Rs 4,600-crore lossf 260 per cent in basic sglar  such pitiable conditions that forc-
for famess. Irate farmers had e- | am of the frm opinion the es people on their own to aban-
sorted to rail rook at a number othe underlying intention is to drivedon farming and migie to the
places demanding a compensatidammers out of agriculture. Male it cities Govemment needshea
of Rs 40,000 per acre for the danso uneconomical théamers ae  work force —dehari mazdo@nst
age done i whitefly. They also &  left with no choice but to abandonwhat is being forgotten is that ag-
seeking a relief of Rs 20,000 fdiarming This is the betterawrather riculture is the bigest emplger.
farm workers who were laid of than forcing them out. Niti Ayong All efforts should be to make it
due to the insect attack. The radeputy daimanArvind Ran@ar economically viable and environ-
rook protests were later discontiniya and the &eve Bank ofiIndia mentally sustainable. qq
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Small‘ COINS’ — Big Problems

Disappearance
the smal
denomination coin
has augmented t
prices of goods a
services in
multiple way an
thereby incease
the cost of livin

say

Dr. S. Lingamurthy

ce from market circulation over the years and its influential factors have

en almost igned ty the polig malers. There is an aay of explanéions
on diminishing o25 paise and 50 paiseidv have became histpmow. Most
of our small coins are metallic, are melted to produce ‘metal’ as the higher face
value than its intrinsic value with the passage of time and boosting superfluous
expenditure. Besides, there are serious apprehensions on metallic coins being melted
to produce diferent items li& rmzors and kadesThere ae diferent aerues and
religious rites where the coins either kept in the worship places or affixed to
different items of reverence. There is also a habit of tribute the mighty rivers or
rivulets ly throwing coins Wile cossing themybbods or een though bridgs
The frugal ndure of people uges them in@ase their sags As a esult,the
coins and small denomiioas gt trgpped in pigy banksGreshans lav ex-
plains the diggeaance ofthe soiled notes andm out coinsNaturally, cur
reng/ notes hee a eldively lower span oflife as comped to the coins

The fundamental problems which have cropped up due to the disappearance

of coins in India are prudently discussed at this juncture. In the last decade it has
been obserd tha there has been serious paucitynofes and coins afmall
denomindons i.e Rs 12,5 and 10espectiely. Evidenty, the disppeaance of
the small denomitians has augmented the pricegoafds and sgices in a oil-
tiple vay and thexby inceased the cost 6¥ing For instanceMir. Baua,a esident
of Dibrugarh (Assam) is a retired person explains, the disappearance of small coins
resulting paucity small coins and notes which leads the redundant hike in the cost of
vegetdles anddres ofrickshav. Eaflier a lund of dhekig@Fiddleheaddm) used to
be of Rs 2 / Rs 3per bunch. Now due to the absence of 2 rupees coin, he has to
buy a bunch for Rs 5 or three bunches for Rs 10. Similarly bottle gourd which is
awildle in plenty is e availdble for Rs 10 and oramds Ridkshav pulles fix
their fares as a multiple of Rs 10 with no consideration of distance but with the sole
consideration of dealing with the problem of lack of currency of small denomina-

S?II ‘coins’ have become a subject of serious discussion on its disappear-

Table povides the pictw of the coins in caulation in Indian Economy (2003-04 to 2014-2015)
Coins in Circulation in India
Year Denomination Volume (Million Pieces) Value (Rs. in Billion)
(End of Small Rs.1 Rs. 2 Rs. 5] Rs. 10 Total Small Rs.1I | Rs. 2] Rs. 5 Rs. 10] Total
March) Coins Coins
2003-04 | 54,102 | 20,565| 6,275 5,071 0 | 86,013 14 20 13 25 0 72
2004-05 | 54,051 | 17,896 6,449 5,238 0 | 83,634 14 18 13 26 0 70
2005-06 | 54,115 [ 18,730] 6,684 5,289 0 [ 84,818 14 19 13 27 0 72
2006-07 | 54,277 | 22,878| 7,441 5,761 0 | 90,357 14 23 15 29 0 80
2007-08 | 54,735 | 24,721| 9,535 6,500 0 | 95,491 15 25 19 33 0 91
2008-09 | 54,736 | 26,957 11,179| 7,141 0 (100,013 15 27 22 36 0 99
2009-10 | 54,738 | 29,461| 13,198| 7,760 149 (105,306 15 30 26 39 1 111
2010-11 | 54,797 | 32,675| 15,342| 9,070 300 [112,184 15 33 31 45 8 127
2011-12 | 14,785 | 34,414| 18,201| 9,981 648 | 78,029 7 34 36 50 6 133
2012-13 | 14,788 [ 35,884 22,113[ 10,67p 1,267 | 84,727 7 36 44 53 13| 153
2013-14 | 14,788 | 38,424| 24,823| 11,57f 2,017 | 91,629 7 38 50 58 20| 173
2014-15 | 14,788 | 41,627 27,038| 12,76l 2,750 | 98,964 7 42 54 64 27| 194

Source:Compiled from respective years RBI Annual Reports
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cost. The pioduction of Rs 10,
1000 and more value coins took
place 2009-10 oawls Despite of
this, it has been decided that notes
in the denomirteon of Rs5 be e-
introduced so as to meet the gap
between the demands and supply
of coins in this denomination and
left aside the small and Rand Rs

2 in tems of its coin alue shar

tions The excample ofdhekias te-
ally important. Famous classical
economists used to simplify an
explain their models using the ag-
sumption of zero cost in produc
tion. Thedheki#s available in plen-
ty in nature and one only need is
gather and sell. The costs of othgr
vegetables which are cultivated hajve
become md higher
Very often,one has to deliber every day and the same for the rehaved in the éllowing gaphs
ately or is rather forced to purchas@irn joumey to homeHis nomal Figue-1:Rs1 Coins in cau-
unnecessary additional items so adtvs fare for to and fro is not mordation and its value share in the to-
overcome the problem of changéhan Rs44 povided he possessedal circulated coins value in India
This also erodes the wallet of a conenough ‘change’ in his hand. Wheand itdepicts, tough the number of
mon man. Even though the prob-he does not have the change fawoins circulation relentlessly increas-
lem stated may be of less significalitket he usualigives Rs10,Rs 20 ing in the market its share of the val-
for the higher and middle incomedr Rs 50 cueng notes ér Rs 7, ue inthe market among theateir-
strata, but defnitely, it hurts the Iy~ Rs 9 or Rs6 respectiely. In this  culated coins continuously declining
income strata like daily wage earfase, most of the times he loses osince 2006-07. This could be the
ers, labourers and dajl comnuters. 40 pecentin a daHe said thitis  reason behind the scarcity of its cir-
Similar case in Delhi (the Capthe plight of almst all his co-pas- culation in the real market of the
ital of India), the cost of the vegesengrs. Sometimes he is alse-gi €conomy. And figure-2 shwss the
tables is rounded to the neare&n a two rupee coin to share withare of other small coins denom-
multiple of Rs 10 without takinga co-passenger who is a strang@ation volume in million pieces and
into the consideration of availabilto him. In a month, he sometimedts share in the total value of circu-
ity and duability. Bebre a custom- has to part with Rs 150-200 extrkated coins in India.
er starts talking, the vendors erwhich erodes his wallet. Therefor it is evident that low-
quire whether the customer has When we dig at RBI websiter availability of small coins sparks
requied hang. \ery often,the in search of small denominatiothe price level of the daily necessi-
customers have to compromis@roblem, found that due to the rellies, vegetables, fruits and unavoid-
and sometimes even the vendogiive cost of printing low-valueale regular serices ofthe poor
have no choice. As a result, the cosetes (as a percentage of the valli@erefore, RBl and policy author-
of living has gone up and it hamof the notes) is quite high. Therelties nee_d to rethink on the overall
pers the common peoples’ wallefore, RBI preferred to mint moreSmall coins problem and must to
Ranjit who is in a private jobvalue notes rather than small cupe addressed by getting availabili-
in Hyderabad has to change threi€ncy notes in order to keep up witfy them to mitigate the poverty and
buses to reach his office by purchathe total demand for currency als@allet of a commoman.  qq

The author is Editorial Member in Coordination of Economic Issues,

ing kus tikets of Rs 22 (7+9+6) by considering the efficiency of itSharat it New Deln)
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Down the Dark Hole of Economic Reforms

FDI proposals th
bring no technolog
should b
discouraged an
conditions o
reinvestments
profits in th
country must b
imposed in all FD
proposals to educ
profit repatriation
making negativ
impact
manageabl
suggest

Dr. Bharat
Jhunjhunwala
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putedy thee has been aduction in couption—ad least thigher lgels It

will take some time for this culture of honesty and efficiency to percolate
down. Consequent) most people iheding nyself had epected the economic
growth to pik up Tha, howe\er, is not hapening The govemment is @iming
increase in growth rate to seven percent. But the ground reality is opposite. Every
businessman is saying that turnover is down by 20-30 percent in comparison to
the last gar Reasondr this lav gowth despite bettelogemance is thavrong
policies ppmoted ly theWorld Bank a& taking our countrdavn into the dde
hole.The level of bleeding of government revenues has drastically come down.
That would have led to higher growth rate. But the Government has simulta-
neously reduced public investment in infrastructure. In the result the improve-
ment in growth due to good governance has been cancelled by the reduction in
growth due to thottling of pullic expenditues

The Government has already brought fiscal deficit under control. But that
has not led to higher growth. This experience is not limited to India. Other coun-
tries have had a similar experience. Many governments have fallen after applying
this poliy promoted ly the Intenaional Monetar Fund,World Bank and the
United States Government. In Latin America alone Argentine, Brazil, Chile, Ec-
uador Uruguy andveneuela hadpplied this poligin the eighties and nineties
but economic ipwth did not dllow. There was dep social urest and the peo-
ple thew out these @vemments Today Leftist leadsrae in paver in these
countries

It is necessary to note the origin of this policy of controlling fiscal deficit and

inviting foreign investment in order to understand its repeated failure. This policy
was bon in a meeting otheWorld Bank,Intemaional Monetar Fund and the

I t has been 18 long months since the Bd#@rmuent came to peer. Undis-
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U.S Govemment in edy eighties ernments repaid the loans take™mmmmm i —
This mant is knan as th8NVash- from the US commecial banks
ington Consensus’ since the medbut sank deeper into the strangle
ing was held iWashingtonProb-  hold of the MNCsTheir econom-
lem at that time was that the Latific growth rates collapsed and thel
American governments had beewas huge social unrest. Howeve
given hu@ loans ® theWorld the Westen countries ere dou-
Bank,the IMF and L& commer bly benefited. They were able tthe present situation of a global
cial banksBut the leadsrhad si- put the noose of FDI around theslowdown. Europe is in crisis as
phoned off that money into Swissiecks of the borrowers and alsmdicated by the troubles in Greece.
Banks leading to bankruptcy of thget repayment of their non-perThe US is lving off borrowed
borrowing gvemments Those forming loansNo wonder the money.lt is not lilely tha foreign
loans were tuming badThe US nineties are called the ‘lost decadavestors will come in a big way
government wanted to help theof Latin America; and “golden”when their home economies are in
U.S commecial banks toecorer period br theWesten countries  trouble. That will lead to less pub-
their loanslt was necessato re- The mantra failed becausdic- and private investment and
suscitate the borrowers for thisontrol of fiscal deficit did led topush the economy down the dark
purpose. But giving more loans bgnly a marginal increase in FDI. Aole. The correct policy is to im-
the World Bank or the IMF @as substantial increase in FDI woulgrove the qualtof government
not found to be viable because thdtave perhaps jumpstarted growtlinvestmentiWe need mareforms
would ony be banging the ha But that did not happen. Reasowf public investmentsyot reforms
The countries would borrow fromwas that foreign investors foundo attract FDI at any cost.
the IMF and repay the commerEast Asia and China more attrac- The way forward is to put the
cial banksThen thg would not be tive than Latin America despite th&DI proposals through a tight scru-
ale to epay the loans to the IMF implementtion of theWashington tiny to detemine vhether it brings

It was decided, therefore, thaConsensusybthose countries ary frontline tebnolagiesThe ng-
the developing countries would n@hus, the Latin American countriesitive financial impacts of FDI by
longer be given further loans witlwere doubly hit. They made cutway of profit repatriations are
ease. Instead they would be asketo the public investment that wasompensated by the positive im-
to control government expendi-taking place in order to control thepacts oftedinology transérs.FDI
tures by controlling fiscal deficiffiscal deficit. But FDI did not proposals that bring no technolo-
and open up their economies focome in torrents as projected begy should be discoaged. The
foreign direct investment (FDI).cause the foreign investors went t&overnment must impose condi-
Loans will be gén by theWorld East Asia and China. Moreover, thigons of reinvestments of profits
Bank and the IMF only if they aldimited investment that happenedh the country in all FDI propos-
lowed FDI to come in. Benefit forwas capital-intensive and did natls Then pofit repariations will
the US banks s thathe bor crede mary jobs The people ere  be less and negative impacts will
rowers could use the money reangered. They threw out the gowwecome manageable. The FDI
ceved fom FDI to iepay the loans emments thatowed theWorld proposals should also be scruti-
Let us say Brazil is under huge delidank and installed Leftist ones nized r possite ound tripping
Opening to FDI will lead to the The fundamental problemThe Government is committed to
MNCs bringing in dollarBrazil with theWashington Consensus isontolling dadk mong. People in
could replay the loans taken fronthat increase in private investmerthe know of things say that large
U.S Banks with this mogeAddi- remains uncertain. Modi may cuamounts of FDI coming is actual-
tional benefit for the western counpublic investments to control fiscaly Indian money sent out via ha-
tries would be that their MNCsdeficit but private investment mayvala. This only adds to figures
would be able to enter the hoshot come in such large quantities teithout adding any content. The
countriesThe stetegy worked or  compensate for reduction in publiéGovernment should adopt such a
the US The Ldin American gv- investment. This danger is acute imuanced policy towards FDQiq
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India’ s Raksha Mantri brings about
paradigm change in defence sector

=

RM is determine
enough to ense
speed
procurements fo
urgen
requirements, bot
from domesti
sources an
abroad, feel
Deba R. Mohanty

Parrikar assumed e in Nowember 2014 as Dsfce MinisteHe has been

given a gigntic task otransbrming Indian militar pover in the lager con-
struct of compehensie ndional militay pawver, which will detemine Indias
locdion in world afairs. If my assumption iseasonble, Parrikar nust hae
been gien a fee hand to consict a diection to Indian militgrprowess Con-
sider thedllowing:Within a Bw months oftaking @er the poifolio, he odered
saking of the (then) luief of DRDO, which shook theank andife & deence
scientific establishments as well as the whole country; Parrikar took his own time
(quite a few months actually) in appointing the next chief and bifurcated DRDO
chief’s contentious tripleole (Chiefof DRDO is scienti€ adsisor to the De-
fence MinisteiSecetary, Depaitment of Defence R&Dand Head oDRDO)
into two with a new head of DRDO and Secretary Defence R&D (Dr S Chris-
topher) and a new Scientific Advisor to the Minister (Dr G Satheesh Reddy); he
attempted at resolving the much complicated OROP (One Rank, One Pension)
issue, which is still continuing; he raised the issue of CDS (Chief of Defence
Staf) by announcing thaud a position is necesgdor real syngly among
amed brces (it is leat tha he himselthas studied all case studieduding
Gold Water NicholsAct, 1986 ofthe US and fend model) and took uttiple
initigtives in eforming both higher dehce oganiséions as wll as peduction
and pocuement domains

Parrikars initidives especiallin the poduction and mcuement domains
indude constitution o&n Expets Committee under Dieindia Singha former
bureaucrat, to review the existing Defence Procurement Procedure (DPP) and

I ndian defence sector has witnessed new developments ever since Manohar




Testimon y

putting a definitive framework on
defence procurement and facilitat
‘Make in India’ into the DPP (Singh
Committee has already submitte
its voluminous report to the gov-
ernment, which is under considel
ation). Next, as a first step of Sing
Committees ecommend#ons to
create a ‘Strategic Partnership’ (S
model for the Indian private indus
try, the Raksha Mantri has consti-
tuted arask Brce unde¥ K Atre, time he is deterined enough to tions by most of the security ana-
former head oDRDO and a dis- ensure speedy procurements fdysts and consultants, | had argued
tinguished scientist, to recommendrgent requirements, both fromas far back as in December 2006
criteria for selection of Strategiclomestic sources and abroad. that MMRCA would not likely to
Partners from the Indian industries;  Defence related project apbe concluded before the end of
and most impdantly, he has provals and consequent announcérure of UPA Il regime in 2014,
avowed that a clear direction foments have two sides: one is metbBus getting to be decided by the
Indian defence sector is in placpublicity with knowledge of pro-next government.
with drastic eform initidives in curement related complications for ~ Contrary to popular belief,
order while there are too mangpecific projects (for example, thene actually does not need rocket
complicated problems in the de126 MMRCA tender) and secondsciencedrmula to pedict etes of
fence sector to address as well. real time necessity based acquikiger deénce pocurements|

In between, he, through thetions In both casethanks to mlti-  stuck to my arguments for the past
Cabinet Committee on Securitglimensional problems, it is theseveral years knowing fully-well
(CCS the nodal gengy for gp- end-user who suffers the most. Thihat such a complicated contract,
proval of vital defence projects)problem thus needs focused atteriavolving too many countries, com-
has approved capital defence préion. How does one evaluate Papaniesconsultants andifmal ne-
curement of various kinds, worthrikars perbrmance as leader af gotiators with many procedural
more than Rs 1,70,000 crore (irMinistry, which is otherwise riders will reach a dead end, thanks
cluding the ones signed by his pr@lagued with dozens of problemgpo ams d/namig politics and in-
decessor Arun Jaitley) with a resatarting from higher directions tillstitutional/plocedual mebanisms
lute decision to approve anothebottom of the pyramid? He ini- My assumption was validat-
Rs 1,00,000 crore in the next fewally appeared a novice, but his ded vwhen the n& NDA govem-
months This is unpecedented in cisions, for example like sacking ahent scrapped the deal, while
the history of Indian defencehead of the DRDO or fast track-equally pleasantly | was surprised
equipment acquisitions (hisAJP ing of project approvals, do speato hear that the government ar-
predecessor A K Antony used tovolumes of his resolute personaanged a new one in which 36 Ra-
sanction less than Rs 40,000 crol&s interesting as well as intriguintale fighters would be acquired
worth new acquisitions per annumat the same time that he and hiwith mutualy ayreed érmula be-
according to one senior defenc&PA predecessor @both knavn  tween the seller and thaybr. A
ministry official). for their appreciable grade honegleal, which languished amid all

Parrikars contact-signing ty and intgrity, but delverades complications for close to a decade,
spree transcends yearly financigbpear to difer. For exkamplebig was scrapped, re-framed and
plans, one must wonder! He sigristemaional consultingrims mint- agreed upon within a shorter time
those, which are in urgent need ad millions through paid advice ospan by the new government.
have been pendingff yeas. He a project (126 MMRCA) that wasVhether such complicated acqui-
admits problems related to redestined to be scrapped! Againsition cases see the eventual light
sources allocations but at the santiee wide tide of optimistic asseref the day or not actually does not
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médter. Wha maters is a decision T . . portantly, devotion to duty ande

_ right or wrong — in large defenceA\ definitive vision sponsibilityln the same seminar
projects, which invariably has po- he was blunt enough to ridicule his
litico-stietegic dimensionsArms needs a team fOI’ own ministry (unprecedented in the

dynamic — | hold on to my old reaﬁzation Of history where a Minister admon-
argument — is more about politics ishes hiswn amed brces a&r
and strategic considerations than g()als_ ratic’ buyers),but most impaiantly,

economics or teoology,although appears genuine enough to admit
the latter two matter at differentParrikar succeeded him, cleared tigt thee ae too may problems
stages If Dassault/Fance has those fles andest is histoy. Spotless personal integrity appears
agreed to the new arrangement, it In sum, here is a Minister to be his only asset apart from un-
connotes n& Indian stategy of who does his homework himselfathomable dedication. The man-
ams d/namic as @l as bileeral (as a technocrat, he finds tech ré@er in which decisions are being
straegic inteests lated gaps and hence asks uncotaken, are a clear indicator of signs
Political leadsrneed time to fortable questions to any one). | dof chang,chang for better This
settle into their responsibility donot have substantive evidence ti¢ what has been missing for de-
mains, which is usual. What is suprove, but | am told that he is stilcades — lack of a clear direction
prising in Birikars case need to bein search of a complementing tea@nd a resolute leadership — the first
contextualised. Consider theseo help him. If it is true, it reflectsessential element for a national
Soon after Arun Jaitley assumesivo important pointers: a defini-military power.
chamge of Defence parfolio, he tive vision needs a team for real- If airmleadeshipisin place
said in no uncein tems thahe ization of goals; and a simplifiedvith a clear direction (which Par-
was in charge of defence ministryersion of his vision, whenevefikar should spell out), bulk of
for a temporary period and withprepared, should ideally be exproblems associated with Indian
in that uncertain period signed deplained to the larger audience. defence sector — self-created, in-
fence procurements worth INR His keynote address at a reerest driven or otherwise — can
1,20,000 crore in two phasessently held conference at FICCfind their solutionsHistory will
knowing fully well that his succesgave glimpses of his personaydge Rarikars perbrmanceqq
SOor WOUId endorse the same,; anﬁorklng Style, be“efs and most im_ Author is New Delhi based defence analyst. Views are his own.

[Conitnued from page no. 23]

thing which they cannot accept.
I ic life i Modi is still the last and the best

Probity Vs Public life in Lutyens .... e e et

circuits stande hold @er ndion-

The situation appeared hopewhich is also an oppmity He al polity

less a couple of years back. But @an keep away from the Lutyens, If he succeeds, there is scope
unprecedented change was throwmhich he does, and thus keep hisr honest leaders like AB Bardhan,
up in the 2014 elections when thgovernment away from perfidywho emerge only outside Delhi
people elected Narendra Modi —and corruption. But he does payutyens circuit, to regain respect
a rank outsider and unknown tdhe huge cost —their intense hostiknd relevance. Otherwise they will,
the Lutyens of Delhi. The Lutyensty — for keeping away from themof course, exist, but as margina-
and Modi are a poles apart. The Not only Modi, but many of lised and endangered species in
Lutyen Delhi is comfortable onlyhis colleagues and bureaucrats teational polity and at the mercy of
in English and Modi is not. It lovesawid the Delhi Lutgnsin the pp-  Lutyen mafia of DelhThe rest of
elite parties which Modi keep<ess, the Lutyens have lost theiodis tem is cucial not onf for
away from. Lutyens love to gospower over the paers. The Lu- him and his government but also
sip and Modi wouldn't listen evertyens cannot allow Modi governfor probity in public life.  qq
to them.For the Lutgns he is a ment to succeed which will mean @@ @ «own commentator on economic.
stranger. Modi faces theithalleng  their defeat and irrelevance— some-political & cultual afairs. Email:guu@guumurthy.net

=



REPORT

Bharat Niti Discussion on ‘Pulses:
Securing India’ s self-reliance’

Government has decided to incentivise pulsedpction, ceate buffer stock and to
secue assued availability of pulses in the cougtrRadha Mohan Singh. Repadny

Anoop Koopahali (National co-odinator Bharat Nit)

Stating that the Centre would dre-
ate a buffer stock of 1.5 lakh tonpes
of pulses through direct purchase
from the Aamers d the maket

price, Radha Mohan Singh, the Nlin-
ister for Agriculture, assured that
the Narendra Modi government

agriculture in the country would be
transbrmed.“T he farmers were
duped in the name of debt waiver by
the edrer gpvemment; he allged.
Muralidhar Rao said that secur-
ing self-reliance in pulse production
would require not only fair price to

would not allow the pulse crisis to happen afjain.the famers for their poduce it also manifid in-
present, the Central government is not only workicrgase in the acreage of pulse cultivation. Rao said it
towards encowaging Bimess in pulse mduction ly  becomes the responsibility of the Modi government
assuring a fair price for their produce but also fadhiat pulses being the major smiof protein,it's easy
tating the availability of high yield seeds and otheailability is ensured by securing self-reliance in pro-
inputs, Singh said at an event hosted by Bharat tliigction.He diew an analgy betveen pulse andws
on the topic ‘Securing self-reliance in pulse prodtRudlses are not only excellent source of protein but
tion’ a the Constitution Club heon Fiday, Decem- are also very important for restoring the fertility of
ber 18, 2015. the soil. Present requirement of pulses in our country
P. Muralidhar Rq BJP gneal seagtaly, and is around 25 million tonnes but we barely manage to
Vijaypal Tomar president BJP Kisan Miia, also produce 18-19 million tonnes, rest is sourced from
spole during thevent Bhaa Niti, a pullic plaform  imports and that too from countries which are not
to debate and discuss the policiestod county. the consumers of it and for them pulses are just like
The Agriculture Minister brought to the noticeommodities
the fact that the pulse production was on a down- Rao said that if India continued its dependence
ward spiral for years but earlier governments remaimegulses’ import from other countries, it would not
indifferent tavards this deelopment:Alsq thele was  only be vasting the alued dreign cureng reseves
no procurement mechanism of the government; bxtt also be condemning the country into a state of
cept NAFED, no other geng was pocuring pulses helplessness in times of crisis since “pulses are unlike
But this time, the Modi government has decided thadustrial commodities, which could be imported at
to incentivise pulse production and to secure assunee of our cioosing’ He said thiit is almost essen-
awilaility of pulses in the coumntthe Union gv- tial to increase the acreage of legume cultivation. Pres-
emment vould cede a huffer stok of pulses ently, only five or six st@s ae into pulse cult#ion, it
He explained that by procuring 50,000 tonneeeds to spread country wide.
(of pulses) and 100,000 tonnes of pulses in Kharif VijaypalTomar president BJP Kisan Mba,said
and Rbi seasonsspectiely, a huffer stok& of 1.5 the decreasing pulse production has resulted in increased
lakh tonnes would be readied. Singh further wentmite which, in turn, has pushed it out of reach of the
to inform tha the pulse mcuement wuld also be common maa plade. At presentavaildility of pulses
done &amalket price other than the announced MSB a mere 42 gram per capita against the WHO sug-
This (procurement) has been assigned to the Ffélsted standard of 80 gram/capita to fulfill our pro-
NAFED and st&e trading cgporaions The aricul- tein requiement:T he farmers acoss India & stug-
ture minister hoped that with the co-operation of eghng not only on production front but also on issues
ery state government, the present state and futurefofrop protection and stage,”he adled. qq
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Il No clear pollution trend during odd-even trial: CPCB m

Lack of any clear trend and wide fluctuations in concentration of pollutants during the odd-even exper-
iment suggests that no single action can substantially reduce air pollution levels in the capital, the Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCB) has said in a report.

“With no clear trend and wide fluctuations observed in the concentrations, it is evident that the meteo-
rology and emissions from other polluting sources have been major factors impacting air quality of Delhi
during the period. “Overall, it can be stated that while some reduction in air pollution is likely to happen due
to odd-even scheme, a single factor or action cannot substantially reduce air pollution levels in Delhi,” says
the report that analyses air quality in Delhi before, during and after the odd-even experiment. The board has
also called for a “comprehensive” set of actions and an “integrated” approach to make substantial improve-
ment in air quality. The air quality in Delhi is monitored through a set of Continuous Ambient Air Quality
Monitoring System (CAAQMS) and manual stations by National Air Quality Monitoring Programme (NAMP).
The CPCB analysis is based on the data collected by 8 operational CAAQMSs including 4 of its own
(Shadipur, Dwarka, Dilshad Garden and Parivesh Bhawan) and other 4 belonging to Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC) (Mandir Masg, RK Puram, Punjabi Bagh and Anand Vihar). Apart from this, data has
also been collected from 7 manual stations of CPCB (Pitampura, Sirifort, Janakpuri, Nizamuddin, Shahzada
Bagh, Shahdara and Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg) which operate on alternate days. q

Attacks not prevention make headlines had dismisséatie stte govemments plea togstoe to
Teror atacks geb headlinestt their pevention it the possession of a mine, located in 10 sq km area

does not get as much attention, feels Railway Minfg& Gotan town in Nagaur district, the lease of which
Suesh Pabhu who wants curbing ofhe ideolgy and was tansérmred in contaention ofrules to UltaTed
motivation that lead a person to become a terrorfsgment Ltd (UTL), also knan as Ula Ted.

“T he ideolgy and motidtion tha manigsts indiid- It also directed the Rajasthan government to frame

uals have to be curbed. And the source need nofB@ notify its policy with regard to transfer of mining

within the county. It could be outside the couptr lease within one month and said, “Till such a decision is

That is why we have to ensure prevention of terrEt«en, status quo may be maintaitéaiding that the

ism? Prabhu told a gthering he yesteday. Rajasthan government rightly exercised its power to
He was delivering a talk ‘Role of good go\,(g,ancel the lease transferred in violation of rules, a bench

nance in rtmnal Security’organised b Forum for Of JUStiCGS AR Davand A K Goel Said, “In the

Integraed Naional Security (FINS} local NGO Present case, it was not a case of mere transfer of

Prabhu said a terror attack gets media headlinesshageholding or change of Directors or even a rou-

prevention of such attacks due to timely action dé&€ merger, but use of device to unauthorisedly ac-

not get so much into the pub||c domain. quire mining lease by misleading the Competent au-
“The Paris attack caught the headlines of th@rity by concealing the real transaction.

media all eer, but after thaon the ge of New Year The stées Mines Dpartment on December 16,

(in Paris) there were threats of terror attack whi2®l4 had cancelled the mining lease granted in favour

were pevented, he pointed outThe Minister also of GLKUPL, which was set aside by the single judge

said that a stronger economy is required for a sebemrch of the high couon March 25, 2015.

nation.He also said that the concept of security h

changed over the time.

?r?dia to probe dumping of chemicals

_ ) India has started a probe into alleged dumping

SC restores possession of mine of a chemical, used as an antiseptic and antibacterial

The Supreme Court has held that the Rajastlagent,from RakistanBandadesh and other countries
government will take back possession of a mine frating on a joint complaint by National Peroxide Ltd
Gotan Limestone Khanji Udyog Pvt Ltd (GLKUand state-owned Hindustan Organic Chemicals, the
PL), which was transferred to cement major Ulfparectorate General of Anti-Dumping and Allied
Ted, sying tha competent authorityas “misled” Duties (DGAD) has started a probe into imports of
by concealing the real transaction. The apex courtdgdrogen Peroxide’ originating in or exported from
asidethe order of the Rajasthan High Court whiddandadeshTaiwan, Korea,IndonesiaPakistan and
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I \\/riters agree to t ake back awards N

Several writers, including Nayantara Sahgal, have agreed to take back the awards they had returned a
few months ago citing ‘growing intolerance’ in the country. “Sahitya Akademi has started sending back the
awards to the writers...It has already been sent to Nayantara Sahgal. Another writer Nand Bhardwaj has also
agreed to take back the award. It would be sent to other writers as well,” Sahitya Akademi president Vish-
wanath Prasad Tiwari said.

He said the Akademi is also sending a copy of their resolution, which was passed in the October
meeting, to all writers mentioning that there was no provision in its constitution to return the honours. A
source in the Culture Ministry said, “There is a list of 10 writers who have agreed to take back the awards
they had returned. Sahgal and Bhardwaj are two confirmed names.”

About 40 writers had returned their awards to the Sahitya Akademi in the backdrop of Akademi’s
silence on the murder of fellow writer M M Kalburgi as well against the “communal” atmosphere in the country
following the Dadri lynching incident. On October 23, Sahitya Akademi passed a unanimous resolution
appealing to State and Central Governments to take steps to prevent such incidents and asked authors to
take back the awards they had returned to protest against “rising intolerance”. q

Thailand. The move is aimed at protecting domestipay dearly or even face criminal prosecution.
players in the automobile sectgamst beg impots The meas@s poposed drm pat of a daft

In a notification, the DGAD said there was sufotification being prepared by the Ministry of Envi-
ficient prima facie evidence of the ‘injury’ being stdnment and érests Additional Solicitor Genal
fered by the domestic industry caused by dumg@a&G) Neeraj Kishan Kaul representing Centre in-
imports from the countries to “justify” initiation offormed the Courtha the fresh thought occred to
an ami-dumping investigatiomhe period of investi- the Ministy of Environment and érests dllowing
gation (POI) for is from April 2014 to June 2015 (1%e oder of the Ndional GeenTribunal (NGT) in
months) After the pobe DGAD, if neededwould July last year which slapped several builders in Chen-
recommend to the Finance Ministry for impositiamai with huge fine ranging between Rs7 crore and
of the duty Rs36 crore for constructing multi-storey flats without

Hydrogen peroxide has strong oxidising progetting clearance under the Environment Impact As-
erties and is therefore a powerful bleaching agent $easment (EIA) notification of 2006,
has found use as a disinfectant, as an oxidiser, and inThe NGT went ahead and struck down an or-
rocketry and in bipppellant systemi also inds - der issued by MoEF on December 12, 2012 subse-
plication in odour control, corrosion control, disiguently amended on June 27, 2013 which allowed
fection/ bio-control, paper and pulp bleaching, thesuilders to get post-facto EIA clearance by deposit-
apeutic uses as an antiseptic and antibacterial aiggnpenalty at a stage after construction had com-
among othex. menced. As it turned out, some builders in Chennai

The anti-dumping duty is aimed at ensuring faad even granted possession to flat owners without
trading practices and creating a level-playing fieldofataining the mandatory environmental clearance.
domestic producers vis-a-vis foreign producers and This trend had anguished the apex court earlier
exporters resorting to dumping of goods at belowhich was worried that such violation by builders
cost gkesCommecially, the poduct is poduced and would land innocent flat purchasers at grave risk of
sold in 35 per cent, 50 per cent, 60 per cent ancb@lhg in illegal occupation. ASG Kaul said that the

per cent concentration. notification under process will take care of all con-
_ . cens pressed P NGT. It will male EIA deaance
Defying green nod to cost builders mandatory for commencement of any construction

Days after the Supreme Court warned that pibject. So far as existing violators are concerned, the
housing projects constructed without prior envirofentre has proposed an Expert Committee to study
ment clearance will be declared illegal, the Centr¢hi@-extent of violation and assess the damage caused
formed the courtha a stringnt regime will be put to ervironment in monetgrtems In fitting cases
in place to ensure builders who do not obtain tthe Committee could even recommend criminal pros-
green nod before commencing construction are madetion. qq
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Il Madhesis reject constitutional change as ‘incomplete’ N

Nepal's agitating Madhesis have rejected a constitutional amendment passed by the Parliament to
resolve the ongoing political crisis and blockade of key trade border points with India, calling it “incomplete”
as it did not address their concerns over redrawing federal boundaries. The amendment, endorsed with a two-
thirds majority yesterday, addresses two key demands of the Madhesis - proportionate representation to the
minority community largely of Indian-origin and seat allocation in the Parliament on the basis of population.

The lawmakers of the agitating parties had boycotted the voting, saying the amendment was “incom-
plete”, as it fell short of addressing their concerns, including redrawing of federal boundaries. Rajendra
Shrestha, co-chair of the Sanghiya Samajbadi Forum Nepal - one of the constituents of the Samyukta
Loktantrik Madhesi Morcha (SLMM), said that the proposal by Nepali Congress leaders Minendra Rijal and
Farmullah Mansoor was progressive than the original bill that was filed in Parliament on December 15.

As many as 24 proposals were filed by more than 100 lawmakers of different parties, seeking to amend
the bill, which was endorsed in the House after incorporating the proposal registered by Rijal and Mansoor.
The agitating Madhes-based parties said the revision proposal, in line with which the Constitution Amend-
ment Bill was endorsed, was “incomplete” despite being progressive, The Kathmandu Post reported. Morcha
leaders said that they would make further comments after thoroughly “studying the text”. q

Taliban commander vows more att  acks Police spo&sman Miy Fosenéld conirmed

A senior BkistaniTaliban commandeeleased 80 people had been removed from_the homes, \.Nith
video footage of four fighters he said carried otUF evacuation occurrin_g with_out incident. The build-
deady assault on a weisity in Rkistais nothwest 195 stand near a religious site knqwn to Jews as t_he
that killed 20 people and vowed more attacks %ﬁve of the _Patnarchs and to Muslims as the lbrahi-
schools in future. The footage raised fresh questiBidiosaue in the heart of the flashpoint southern
of a possile split in the fictuedTaliban leadship  West Bank cityThe families had opimoved in on
whose official spokesman has denied the group Wadrsday after buying the homes from Palestinian
behind the assault. Militants scaled the walls of BAeAH/ies, the settlers said.
Khan Unversity in Chasadia onWednesdamom-

ing and killed 20 people before being gunned down UI.(.mother.denleS terrorlrsm _
by amy CommandOS and po“ce A Br|t|Sh MUS“m mother on tnal fOI’ tak|ng her

Taliban Sp@sman Mohammad Klewani is- 14-month-old baby to ISIS claims she was unaware
sued a written statement that evening disassocidifri§je terrorist groups true nature and had travelled
the group from the attack and calling it un-Islamig.the vartorn county onl to lve under Shariana
But the same gimTaliban &ction commander Umar Tareena Shaki26, has told the Biningham Gwn
Mansoor told Reuters his fighters had targeted €rurt jury that she only wanted to live under Sharia
campus because it prepared students to join the Gaw: and feared she would go to hell if she lived in
emment andArmy. Mansoor is considett dose to England.

Mullah Fazlullah, the embattled leader of the fr%- . .

tious RkistarTaliban goup The reasondr the con- ooperation on tax issues atgood level

flicting claims by the official spokesman and Man- Confident of stronger bilateral and trade ties with
soor was not immediately clear but has led to spéndia, Switzerland has said its cooperation on tax

lation of a possile split in th&alibanleadeship mdters in tems of sharing irdrmdion on suspect-
) ed black money cases would continue at “a good lev-
Israel evicts settlers from WB home el”. It has also invited Prime Minister Narendra Modi

Israeli security forces evicted dozens of Jewdsha state visit to bolster relationship between the two
settles from two homes in the hdaof theWest Bank countries, Swiss Finance Minister Ueli Maurer told the
city of Hebron a day after they had moved in. Dorevs @eng in an inteview hee.
ens of settlers left the house carrying their possessionsMaurer, who met Finance Minister Arun Jaitley
and accompanied by Israeli border police, an A¢iPthe sidelines dheWorld Economic Brum An-
photographer on the scene saRblice léer velded nual Meeting, said Switzerland is also keen to expand
the doors of the homes shut, the photographer séig relationship between industries of the two coun-
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Inter national

I Dismantle all terror networks: Obama N

In a strong message, US president Barack Obama told Pakistan that it “can and must” take more
effective action against terrorist groups operating from its soil by “delegitimising, disrupting and dismantling”
terror networks there. Describing the terror attack on the IAF base in Pathankot as “another example of the
inexcusable terrorism that India has endured for too long”, Obama gave credit to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for reaching out to his Pakistani counterpart Nawaz Sharif after the attack.

“Both leaders are advancing a dialogue on how to confront violent extremism and terrorism across the
region,” Obama told PTI in an interview here during which he answered a wide range of questions covering
Indo-US ties, terrorism and outcome of the Paris climate change summit.

Voicing his belief that the Indo-US relationship can be one of the defining partnerships of the century,
Obama said that Modi shared his enthusiasm for a strong partnership and “we have developed a friendship
and close working relationship, including our conversations on the new secure lines between our offices”.
Asked if the relationship has achieved its full potential, the US president replied, “Absolutely not.” On the
Pathankot attack, Obama said, “We join India in condemning the attack, saluting the Indians who fought to
prevent more loss of life and extending our condolences to the victims and their families. “Tragedies like this
also underscore why the US and India continue to be such close partners in fighting terrorism.”

Obama was of the view that Sharif recognised that insecurity in Pakistan is a threat to its own stability
and that of the region. After the December, 2014 school massacre in Peshawar he had vowed to target all
militants, regardless of their agenda or affiliation. The US president said that he still believed that “Pakistan
can and must” take more effective action against terrorist groups that operate from its territory. q

tries Asked whether thez could be geder coopesi-  Uighur minorityhas in ecent gas seen a security
tion on inbrmaion exchang in tax miters, he said: crackdown prompted by clashes in the region that
“We hae aleag ggreed on ma¥ coopegtion and have killed hundrds
this is working well and should continue.

Over the past few months, both countries have ~Call for new strategy on terror
been working closely on mutual administrative assis- India and tk Arab League have vowed to com-
tance. In recent months, Switzerland has disclosgderorism and calledf deseloping a sétegy to
names of more than a dozen Indians about whegliminate” its sources and extremism including its
information has been sought the Indian Geem-  funding as External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj
ment amid suspicion that their accounts in Swiss bankgle a strong pitch for delinking religion from ter-
were being useaf stashing illicit moge rorism. While addressing the 1st Ministerial Meeting

Swiss banks, known for their banking secregiyArab- India Coopetion Forum hee in the Bahr
practices, have come under global pressure as cqiwicapital, she also warned that those who “silently
tries, including India, are ramping up efforts to cragonsor” terror groups could end up being used by
down on the black money menace. About the isstigsn, in an apparent jibe at Pakistan.
discussed withailley, Mauer said,"We hae gpod She said thaoda/s meeting més a “tuning
reldions with India and evdscussed ourdde ties  point” for India-Arab relations while pointing out that
e . “we are also at a major turning point in history when
China jails Xinjiang democracy activist the forces of terrorism and violent extremism are

China has jailedhactivist in its volatile north- seeking to destabilise societies and inflict incalculable
western Xinjiang region for 19 years over online patdsiage to our cities, our people and our very social
criticising theuling Commnist Ruty and inteviews  fabric”. The two sides condemned terrorism in all its
with overseas media, his lawyer said. A court infthrens and margstéions andejected assotizg ter
regional capital Urumqi found Zhang Haitao guiltgrism with ap religioncultue or ethnicigup They
of “incitement to subvert state power” and “illegamphasised the need for concerted regional and in-
providing intelligence overseas”, his lawyer Li Duarnational efforts to combat terrorism and to ad-
yong said. China regularly jails dissidents who haress its causes and teelep a sttegy to eliminte
spolen out gainst the Comomist Rarty, but obsey-  the sources of terrorism and extremism including its
ers said the sentence handed down on Sundayfwading, as well as combating organised cross-bor-
unusually harsh. Xinjiang, homé®rnainly Muslim der crime. aq
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WTO

Cabinet clears India’ sstand at WTO The EU must now comply with the ruling and

The stand teen by India on issues such as pubﬂ‘acmo,}/e its illegal tariffs_ or China would t_ake “further
stockholding for food security purposes and comnifPS» the stéement saidThe \alue of Chinzs &-
ment to &olish eport subsidiesof fam exports was  POtS of the products to the EU peaked at over $1
on cleared ex-post facto by the Union Cabinet. «ripillion in 2008, but av_e_raged 'about $200 m.|II|on after
Union Cabinet, chaired by Primenistier Narendra the E_U imposed punl'tlve tariffs on the Chln_ese ex-
Modi, has given its ex-post facto approval for tRarts in 2009, a_lccordmg to a Reuters analys_ls of data
approach adopted by India at the Ministerial Con- from the IntenaionalTrade Ceng,a QN-W1O joint
ference of the WTO held in Nairobi during 15-1¢gnture. Under WTO rules, countries are allowe_d to
Decembet an oficial stiement said. punish “dumping” - or exports priced at an unfairly

The outcomes of the meeting, referred to as #ieap level - to stop one country deliberately under-
‘Nairobi Package’ include ministerial decisions on@§ling its foreign rivals by artificially undercutting their
riculture, cotton and issues related to least develdpéges But the use oanti-dumping tafi is subject
countries (LDCs)ndia wants a penanent solution 10 strict rules and, in this case, China complained that
to the issue of public stockholding for food securf§e EU had notgplied the ules corecty. WTO ar
purposeslt had poposed either amending tioe-f Dbitrators agreed. The EU appealed and lost, and said
mula to calculate the food subsidy cap of 10 per céritad educed the tafe But China complained tha
which is based on the reference price of 1986-88hér EU had not done enough to comply with the
alloving sub sthemes outside the pigw of subsi- ruling, and again it won.
dy cgs The bod security issue slaed to seeral . .
d)évzoping nations wyhich provide subsidisgtplomb"'iappeajs panelreportonimports
foodgains to the poor Colombia filed a notice of appeal on 22 January

In view of the reluctance of developed coud916 regarding the panel report in “Colombia — Mea-
tries to agree to continue the Doha Developmesues Rlding to the Impatetion of Textiles Appael
Agenda post-Nairobi, India negotiated and secueed Footwear” (WT/DS461/R).Patties to a dispute
a re-afirmdive ministerial decision on pigtsto&- can @peal a pansliuling Appeals ha to be based
holding, it added. “The decision commits membens points oflaw, sut as lgal intepretdaion — they
to en@ge constuctively in finding a pananent solu- cannot re-open factual findings made by the panel.
tion to this issykit said.The stéement said than- Ead gpeal is hedrby three memberof a pema-
other area under negotiation in Nairobi dealt with thent seven-member Appellate Body comprising per-
rules onikheries subsidiégerre was no outcome in sons of recognized authority and unaffiliated with any
this aea ofthe ngotiations” it said. government.
. . . The Appellate Body membership broadly rep-

China wins appeal against EU resents theeggraphic mng of WTO membeship

China has won an appeal against EU in a didth eabh member ppointed ér a fxed tem. Gen-
pute & the World Trade Oganizaion over EU tar  erally, theAppellde Body has up to 3 months to con-
iffs imposed on Chinese imports ofscrews, nuts ahade its report.
bolts made of iron or steel. ) .

It can nav ask 6r sanctiongChina has ner be- Jamaicaratifies TF A
fore asked the WTO to impose trade sanctions since it lamaican Prime Ministaria Simpson Miller has
joined the organisation in 2001, but the end of ttenirmed her counys rificaion of theTrade Rcil-
seven-year battle leaves the way open to a clainitdiwn Agreement (TK) during a meeting witNTO
compensation. “The measures have negative effe@ipactor-General Roberto Azevédo in Kingston on 19
exports from China around $1 billion and more tharuary. The DirectorGeneal is curently on an di-
100,000 jobs from thousands of fastener producersiéh visit to the Caribbean. DG Azevédo was in Jamai-
China, China Ministy of Commece said in a $&& ca on 18-1%duary, where he met with senioogem-
ment. “It has resulted in huge economic losses toifent representatives and gave a speech at the Univer-
Chinese industywhich has gpressed sbng dissiis-  sity of the West Indies DG Azevédo contines the
faction andifm opposition to the measst visit on 20&@uary in Barbados qq
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